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This year the Evangelism Committee offered a
book award of $250 to a deserving senior at
Colonel Richardson High School, as
nominatedby theprincipal, SusanMcCandless,
and school staff. This year's recipient was
Kanieka Neal, of Federalsburg (pictured at left
with Evangelism Committee chair Eric
Cheezum). Ms. Neal received the scholarship
at Senior Awards Night on May 21. The
committee hopes to give the book award
annually, in the future. The Evangelism
Committee has been very active this spring,
sponsoringmany community events, including
the Soapbox Derby and the CRHS musical.

PEACH FESTIVAL NEWS
With the Peach Festival only about a month away, it's time
to think about what "peachy" items you are going to bake
for the bake table. This table is very important to the
success of the festival. Many people look forward to
buying baked goods because they know from past
experience that they will get something really good, from
jam to pies to cakes to cobblers, etc.We start out with plenty
of baked goods, but it doesn't take long for the items tobe sold.

We sell cobblers andpies by the slice at the ice creamstation,which
is one reason why we need so many. We would also like to have snacks, like brownies,
cookies, etc., that could be put in a bag and sold for fifty cents. Shirley Bennett is in charge
of the bake table.
When the clipboard gets passed around in church, please sign up for the time slot that you

would like to work. By having two shifts, this will give you time to enjoy the crafts, food,
music, and fellowship. This is really turning out to be a big social event and people talk about
it all year. I have people tell me how excited they are when the peach festival signs go up!
Mark your calendar for the second Saturday in August, the ninth. The time is 9 - 2, but we

need to be there early because the vendors come in at 7 a.m. to start setting up. The shoppers
come at 9 a.m. and many are ready to eat. Last year was the first year we had scrapple
sandwiches, which was a big hit. The soft crab sandwiches are a big draw and some people
come just for that. For some people, it is their first taste of a soft crab sandwich and their
reactions are mixed!
The BBQ chicken was also very successful. Last year we switched to Troy Brooks and

everybody liked the change. We really need to push the pre-sale tickets. It will be $9 again
this year and will include half of a chicken, potato salad, baked beans, and a roll. The book
of tickets come ten to a pack. Please get a book or two and sell them to your friends, family,
neighbors, and co-workers. They will be available soon and you can contact Donna Lane,
Kay Fairbank, Bill and Shirley Bennett, or Helen Fletcher to get a book to sell.

Donna Lane

AUGUST
9th!



PAGE 2BETHESDA BUGLE Volume V: Issue 5

"We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with

certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed...."

From the Declaration of Independence,
formalized July 4, 1776

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
6/1 60 $655.00 $650.00 $1,305.00
6/8 39 $256.00 $965.00 $1,221.00
6/15 42 $598.37 $535.00 $1,133.37
6/22 38 $371.00 $1045.00 $1,416.00
6/29 36 $319.00 $700.00 $1,019.00

Required Income (5 weeks @ $1450 per week): $7,250 Actual Income: $6,094.37
Avg. Attendance: 54 Avg. Weekly Income: $1,327.72 Per Capita Income: $24.59

At Home
Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

At Nursing Homes
William Evey

Buckley Health Care Center
95 Laurel Street

Greenfield, MA 01301

Tharon Harrington
The Pines

610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
610 Dutchman's Lane

Room 319B
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD 21601

Out of Town
John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
I wanted to share with you the heart of a young lady that I admire. This young lady was

honored this week with the Jefferson Lead 360 Award. Emma will be a senior this year at
Sussex Technical High School this year. In 2010, Emma heard about the plight of people
who drink water that is not clean. Learning that a child dies every 15 seconds from drinking
impure water moved Emma into action. She found a way to make a difference. She would
collect old shoes working with Edge Outreach (nowWaterStep). What could be done with
old shoes you may ask?
Shoes that canbe re-wornare sold to anexporter and funds receivedhelpbring cleanwater

to those in need. Shoes that cannot be re-worn can be recycled. In addition, donated shoes
keep hundreds of tons of waste out of our landfills. (Seemore at: http://waterstep.org/get-
involved/donate-shoes/#sthash.QgKmbW6c.dpuf)
Emma has collected enough shoes to fill four tractor trailers now. “Over the past 3½

years, Rider has collected over 80,000 pairs of new and used shoes and raised between
$30,000 and $35,000. Her efforts have helped pay for the installation of 40 WaterStep
chlorinators, each of which can clean 10,000 gallons of water a daywith just a handful of salt
and a 12-volt battery, bringing pure water to potentially 400,000 people. She even traveled
to Kenya, helping to install three water purification systems and teaching Kenyans about
health, hygiene, clean water and how to maintain the systems.” (http://
www.delawareonline.com/story/onlyindelaware/2014/06/18/delaware-teen-wins-
jefferson-award/10754587/)
I hope that you see why I say I admire Emma, and find her to be an inspiration. Emma

is acting as the hands and feet of Christ to a world that is in need. She has a heart for others
who are in need, a heart that seeksGod and from it springs forth the desire to care for others.

O God, you are my God;
I earnestly search for you.
My soul thirsts for you;

My whole body longs for you
In this parched and weary land
Where there is no water.

(Psalm 63:1)
Congratulations to Emma Rider. May you continue to inspire us to do great things,

whether local or global, for the sake of Christ!
Karen Handy

Sing praises to God and to his name! Sing loud
praises to him who rides the clouds. His name is the

Lord— rejoice in his presence! Father to the
fatherless, defender of widows— this is God,

whose dwelling is holy.

Psalm 68: 4-5
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BAPTISMS, CONFIRMATION, ANDWELCOMING OF NEWMEMBERS
In a joint ceremony on June 1, Rev.

Handy performed five baptisms, and
Bethesda welcomed seven new members –
six of them confirmands – into its ranks.
During Sundays in May, and concluding

in this service, Rev. Handy and Guy Lowry
preached a sermon series on the elements
that make up church stewardship. Fittingly,
the last installment of the series concerned
"witness," and the importance of bringing
new people into the church through
invitation.
Finishing her sermon, Rev. Handy

addressed the confirmands especially,
telling them, "I challenge you in particular
to share what you have received today. I
believe that your generationhas alot tooffer
and alot to offer our church. And so I
challenge you to be that change, be that part
that is inviting and making a difference."
Bethesda extends a warm welcome to its

newest members.

Pictures, clockwise from left: (1) The cake from the reception following service. (2) Rev.
Handy (left) welcomes Tandy Morgan to the congregation. (3) Eric Cheezum (left)
thanks Christian Handy for helping with confirmation class in the last few months by
presenting him with a copy of William H. Williams' history book, The Garden of
American Methodism: The Delmarva Peninsula, 1769-1820. All seven of
the new members received copies of the book. (4) Five freshly baptized faces, from left:
Violet Cheezum,CameronMcMahan, Jill Cheezum, TomCheezum, and Susannah
Cheezum. (5) Rev. Handy with the six confirmands, from left: Rev. Handy, Alyson
Farnell, Cameron McMahan, Cris Guerra, Collin Handy, Hunter Guerra, and
TomCheezum.This is the first confirmation class atBethesda inmany years, withmost
of the students having attended TGIT in the last few years.
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AN ELEGY TO DOVER BRIDGE
The Bridge Builder

An old man going a lone highway,
Came, at the evening cold and gray,
To a chasm vast and deep and wide.
Through which was flowing a sullen tide
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream had no fear for him;
But he turned when safe on the other side
And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near,
“You are wasting your strength with
building here;
Your journey will end with the ending
day,
You never again will pass this way;
You’ve crossed the chasm, deep and wide,
Why build this bridge at evening tide?”

The builder lifted his old gray head;
“Good friend, in the path I have come,”
he said,
“There followed after me to-day
A youth whose feet must pass this way.
This chasm that has been as naught to me
To that fair-haired youthmay a pitfall be;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;
Good friend, I am building this bridge for
him!”

Will Allen Dromgoole
(1860-1934)
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AN ELEGY TO DOVER BRIDGE

There has been a crossing at or near the site of Dover Bridge for centuries. A couple of ferries operated in the region before the 1800s, and
a toll bridge was erected there in the early nineteenth century, with another following in the 1860s. The current structure was built in 1932,
and is one of the few remaining "swing span" bridges left in Maryland. As the state prepares to build a new span, we take a moment to pay
our respects to the venerable Dover Bridge, via pictures from the collection of Lee and Katherine Engle, with thanks to Kay Fairbank. All
of the pictures printed here have captions included on the originals; these captions are reproduced verbatim. The pictures of Dover Bridge
are probably from 1933, and the railroad bridge pictures are probably 1939.

Facing page. Top left: "taken the day the bridge was opened." Middle left: "Dover bridge, the old and new bridge." Bottom left: "Melvin
& William [Engle], Dover bridge." Melvin Engle was Kay Fairbank's father. Bottom right: "Working on Dover bridge."

This page. Top left: "Dover bridge." Top right: A locomotive and cars from the B.C. & A. Railroad. "This was [the] Bridge near Dover
Bridge down by Wilber's [Engle's] farm over [the] Choptank river." Bottom left and right: "Wrecking [the] railroad bridge."

"Yet whenever I cross the river, on its bridge with wooden piers,

Like the odor of brine from the ocean comes the thought of other years."

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)
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...to get in touch with Eric Cheezum if you have a relative who was in
the First World War! As part of the comemoration of the start of
that war, we would like to print pictures and writings of veterans, or
recollections of participants by their descendants. Write Eric at
ericacheezum@verizon.net, or give him a call at home.

entitled “Walk in Truth." The service was
powerful andprophetic and left everyone at
the Ordination Service feeling God’s
presence.
Retired Bishop Ernest Lyght, an Eastern

Shore native, offered a message of comfort
and hope during the Service of
Remembrance, preaching the sermon
entitled, “God’s Benediction.”

Teaching Sessions
Reverend Olu Brown from Impact

Church in Atlanta led us deeper with
teaching on the source of the light and
power in all of us. He shared passionately
about how to move from a membership
church to a relationship church. Reverend
Dr. Hi Rho Park, DMin., PhD., who serves
as the Director of Clergy Lifelong Learning
for theGeneralBoardofHigherEducation,
led an inspirational as well as informative
Bible Study based on 2 Chronicles 7:11-16.
Dr. Park inspired all in attendance to seek
God, pray, humble ourselves, repent, and
follow the Wesley quadrilateral when faced
with a decision to help us focus on our
Christian values. Mr. John S. Hill, Director
of Economic and Environmental Justice at
the UM General Board of Church and
Society, explained about the work of the
GBCS in making the Social Principles of
TheUMCmore thanmerewords on a page.
In a very informative and creative fashion,
Mr. Hill used examples from his own day-
to-day activities to help those in attendance
see how even a simple choice like the brand

The stage at Annual Conference.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
230th Peninsula Delaware Annual

Conference, June 5-7, 2014 at University of
Maryland Eastern Shore, Princess Anne,
Maryland; Officiating bishop: Peggy A.
Johnson; Guest speakers: Bishop Sandra L.
Steiner Ball, Retired Bishop Ernest Lyght,
Olu Brown John S. Hill, HiRho Y. Park,

The 2014 Peninsula-Delaware Annual
Conference was held June 5-7 in Princess
Anne,Md., with the theme, “HealingGod’s
World, Spiritually and Physically.” Bishop
Peggy A. Johnson welcomed clergy and lay
members to UMES in Princess Ann,

Maryland for the 230th Annual Conference.

Worship
The theme verse of our 230th Annual

Conference, 2 Chronicles 7:14 was present
in all of our services that were always
uplifting and joyful. Bishop Sandra Steiner
Ball lit a fire under all in attendance during
opening worship service on Thursday
afternoon.On her visit back to her roots of
Pen-Del, Bishop Steiner Ball gave a
powerful sermon explaining how fire's
nature is to engulf, spread, and grow.
Bishop Johnson delivered the message,

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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of coffee we choose to buy can impact the
lives of individuals in communities on a
global basis. His presentation and
descriptions highlighted how The UMC is
helping to impact communities to bring
healing and wholeness economically and
environmentally.

Newly Ordained and Commissioned
The Board of Ordained Ministry

welcomed everyone to a service of
Commissioning andOrdination. This was a
time of celebration and reverence, a holy
moment in all of our lives especially the
person’s listed below:

ProvisionalMembers–Order of Deacon
Commissioned toWord, Service, Compassion&

Justice
Eastern Pennsylvania Annual

Conference
Nikki Kelly Kleinberg

Provisional Members–Order of Elder
Commissioned toWord, Sacrament, Order, and

Service
Gail Elizabeth Chupein
Scot Patrick McClymont

Full Members–Order of Deacon
Ordained to Word, Service, Compassion and

Justice
Nancy Cooper Greenwell
Kymm K. Hockman
Megan Kyoko Shitma

Full Members–Order of Elder
Ordained to Word, Sacrament, Order and

Service
SunNae Lee-Koo
Sally L. Stewart
Carolyn Sidithia Williams

Celebration of Ministry
Our Annual Conference this year

celebrated the retirement of thirteen of our
pastors and their dedicated commitment to
ministry. We also recognized, in multi-year
increments, thosepastors still serving inour
conference for their continuing dedicated
service. With 73 years of service, The
Reverend Jervis Cooke continues to pastor
his flock doing God’s work

CONAM
Fridaymorningwas started by ourNative

American Ministries. The conference was
greeted by a local native tribal leader who
thanked everyone for being there. A story
teller, Ragghi Calentine, shared with
everyone one of her heritage stories that
revolved around the pain and sorrow that
many Native Americans have felt.

Celebration of the Former Delaware
Conference
On Saturday the conference recognized

and celebrated its roots by acknowledging
the 150th year anniversary of the Old
Delaware Conference. Beginning with the
NationalNegroAnthem, “LiftEveryVoice
andSing,” a videoof celebrationwas shown
that enlightened all about life in the former
Delaware Conference. Surviving spouses
of pastors and living lay members shared
their stories and memories with all of us;
along with a special message from The
Reverend Wayne Cuff (surviving pastor of
former Delaware Conference). Several of
those spouses and laity were honored on
during the presentation, and were greeted
with a standing ovation.

Eight Respond to Altar Call
Feeling God’s presence in their lives,

eight individuals, including three young
adults, were moved by the Holy Spirit to
respond toGod’s call to inquire about a life
in ordainedministry throughout our annual
conference.

Conference Statistics
At the end of 2013, our totalmembership

for all churches in the conference was
81,143, a drop of 1,658 members from the
end of 2012.

Special Offerings Collections Results
Through the generosity of our laity &

clergy, the Peninsula-Delaware Annual
Conference provided financial giving in the
amounts listed to the named programs:
Imagine No Malaria - $14,574.33
Clergy Family Assistance - $2,588.36
Tray Day (Youth Service Fund) -

$1,588.33

The 2015 session of the Pen-Del Annual
Conference will be held June 4-6, 2015, at
the University of Maryland Eastern Shore.

Doug Lanter
Communications Coordinator

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT (cont.)

MISSION TRIP NEWS
Mission Trip News: July 26th- Aug 2nd a

group of youth and adults will head to
Cherokee, NC. They will stay at the
Cherokee UMC serving the people of the
community. The older youth will work on
construction and younger youth will lead a
vacationBibleSchool for the childrenof the
area.
At the time of this writing Christian

Handy and Cris and Hunter Guerra plan to
attend. This is a wonderful chance for our
youth to become the hands and feet of
Christ. They will share in the life of the
church there and learn more about the
Native American (in particularly Cherokee)
culture.
To help pay for the trip, the youth are

planning a car wash on Saturday, July 12,
from 9 a.m. to noon in the Bethesda UMC
Parking Lot. All donations will be very
much appreciated.
I hope that you will join us in supporting

these youth and their heart to share the love
of Christ with others. We hope to have
them share more about the trip after they
go.

The church picnic will be held on Sunday,
Aug. 10, after church at the property
adjacent to the parking lot. Meat and drinks
will be provided, just bring a covered dish
and a chair. We are looking for someone to
grill the burgers and the hot dogs. If you
would like to do that, let someone on the
Activities committee know.

CHURCH PICNIC NEWS

Bethesda begins a new, month-long Bible
Study on July 15th. The class will take place
Tuesday nights at 6 p.m., and will be taught
by Julie Lowry. The text for the class is The
Circle Maker by Mark Batterson.

JULY BIBLE STUDY
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CHURCH BOOTH FUN AT THE PRESTON CARNIVAL!

Bethesda again ran a booth at the Preston
Carnival, with all proceeds going to the Fire
Company and Lions Club. As last year, we
offered a beanbag toss game for 25¢, with a
wide variety of small prizes for kids (and
occasionally adults!) to win. In all, Bethesda
was able to raise about $225.Many thanks to
all those who helped run the booth during
the week. They are: Tammy, Cris, and
Hunter Guerra, Isabell Brannock, Donna
Lane, Kari, Chris, Christopher, and Alyson
Farnell, Eric, Jill, and Tom Cheezum III,
Guy Lowry, Madison Edwards, and Karen,
Chris, Collin, Chase, and Carolyn Handy.
Pictures, clockwise from top of page: Kari and

Chris Farnell prepare the beanbag toss for Violet
Cheezum; Heather, Samantha, and Sarah Jessee
smile for the camera after playing; Kasey Wright
pitches a beanbag; Guy Lowry (right) helps a
customer pick out prizes.

OUR PRIZE SPONSORS
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PREACHER FEATURE: THOMAS R. VANDYKE
Last fall we were contacted by a descendant of

Rev. Thomas R. VanDyke, who served at
Bethesda from 1930-1933, and apparently
supervised, or at least initiated a renovation during
his pastorate. VanDyke's obituary is reprinted
below, from the 1935Wilmington Conference
Journal.

ThomasR.VanDyke, sonofThomas and
Mary Vandegrift VanDyke, was born on a
farm near Cecilton, Md. April 25th, 1871.
Made anorphan, before hewas twelve years
old, he went to live with his maternal
grandfather. When eighteen he went to
Wilmington and entered the employ of the
Joseph Hamilton Company.
Converted at the age of ten, he very early

in life gave evidence of possessing a rich
Christian experience. While in Wilmington
he connected himself with old St. Pauls
Methodist Episcopal church then located
on Market St. Here he soon had a class of
boys in the Sunday School which he
continued to teach while he remained in
Wilmington.
About this timeBrotherVanDyke felt the

urge to the Gospel ministry. The Church
recognized his fitness and ability and hewas
granted Local preacher's license. He was
greatly aided and encouraged by some of
the laymen of the church, among them the
late Samuel Daynard and Joseph Pyle who
also pointed the way for him to make

further scholastic preparation for the work
of theministry.As aboyhehadattended the
Public School in Cecilton, Md. In the fall of
1890 he entered the Wilmington
Conference Academy inDover. It was here
the writer first met Bro. VanDyke and a
lasting friendship between us began. And
to-day I think no member of this
Conference misses him more or feels more
keenly his going from our midst than does
the writer.
"I cannot say and I will not say
That he is dead! He is just away!
With a cheery smile and the wave of the

hand
He has wandered into an unknown land,
And left us dreaming how very fair
It must be, since he lingers there."
In 1895 Bro. VanDyke was admitted to

this Conference on trial and stationed at
Oxford,Md.Reference to the Journal of the
Conference will show that he served the
following charges: Oxford, Pomona, Cape
Charles, Whitesville, Tangier, Deals Island,
Wesley, Berlin, Mt. Salem, Frostburg in the
Baltimore Conference, Cecilton, Epworth,
Newcastle, and Preston.
On August 15th, 1895 he married Miss

SarahB.Hall ofFairmount,Md. Sheproved
herself a helpmate indeed, a true
handmaidenof theLord.Of this union four
children were born: M. Louise, a teacher in
the Wilmington High School, John E.,
associated with the grocery firm of Hearn
Bros. in Wilmington; Thomas who died in
infancy; and Paul S., cashier of the
Provident Savings Bank at Preston, Md.
As a man Bro. VanDyke was genuinely

honest, thoroughly upright and clean in
word and deed. He possessed high ethical
standards, lofty ideals, firm convictions.
Strong and stalwart in physique, he was
withal tender, gentle, sympathetic, patient.
This old world can ill afford to lose such as
he was.
As a pastor he ranked among the best. He

was a good shepherd and knew well his
flock. A wise and sympathetic counselor of
the youth, he also knewhow to comfort and
encourage men and women of riper years.
His absolute faith in the Son of God, his
deep Christian experience, his sympathetic
solicitude, imparted to those under his

ministry a confidence in the Gospel of
Comfort and good cheer, that made them
want to know more of Him who is the
Comforter and Sustainer of all who call
upon Him in the hour of need.
As a preacher Bro. VanDyke possessed

very marked natural gifts, which
supplemented by his deep Christian
experience and knowledge of spiritual
things made him a strong preacher.
Althoughhandicapped as hewas financially
in his scholastic preparation for his chosen
vocation, however by private study and
earnest devotion to theworkof theministry
be became in all respects an able preacher.
He loved to preach the unsearchable riches
of the Gospel of the Son of God. He
believed the Bible to be the very Word of
God; that the "Gospel of Christ is the
power of God to the salvation of every one
that believeth." He loved his Lord and
Master and longed to make Him known to
others.
The ministry of Bro. VanDyke was

characterized by diligent, faithful and
untiring labor. He proved himself a "Good
minister of Jesus Christ." Both the spiritual
and material interests of the churches he
served were conscientiously cared for. In
many charges he led his people in building
and improving church and parsonage
property. He also led in many glorious
revivals. He never was happier than when
pointing men to Lamb of God and having
thembow at the altar of the church, seeking
forgiveness of their sins and the blessed
fellowship of the Savior. Untiring in his
labors he endeavored to build well the
Kingdom.
Though strong in body, he seemed to be

and was, yet the time came when his
physical strength yielded to the stress and
strain and exacting demands of the present
day ministry. Shortly after Conference, a
year ago, he was ordered by his physician to
the Methodist Episcopal Hospital in
Philadelphia, for observation and
treatment. Shortly after entering the
hospital he underwent a major operation
and for a time seemed to be gaining. Later a
second operation was deemed advisable,
but due to ravages of disease and depleted

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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This time of the year always evokes feelings
of nostalgia for one’s childhood – not least
of which are such feelings related to the
Preston Volunteer Fire Company’s long-
standing carnival. What a feeling to be
finally let out of school and then
immediately be able to take in all the exotic
sights, sounds and tastes of Preston’s

strength he did not rally, and on the
morning of July 4th, 1934 the end came
peacefully and he slipped through that thin
veil which separates the life that is, from the
life that is to be, the visible from the
invisible; to join that innumerable company
whose names are written in the "Lamb's
Book of Life."
Impressive funeral services were held in

the church at Preston, conducted by Rev.
Leonard White, a long time friend, assisted
by several of his brother ministers. From
the church the body was borne to its last
resting place in "God's beautiful Acre" at
Old Drawyers near Odessa; there to await
that day when "The Lord himself shall
descend fromheavenwith a shout, with the
voiceof the archangel andwith the trumpof
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
Then we which are alive shall be caught up
together with them in the air and so shall we
ever be with the Lord."

J. L. SPARKLIN.

WOMEN OF BETHESDA LUNCHEONT.R. VANDYKE (cont.)

TheWomen of Bethesda met for their annual luncheon at Suicide Bridge Restaurant, on June 24. Back row,
from left: Isabel Brannock, Helen Fletcher, Wanda Prothero, Brenda Baker, Mary Jane Cohee, Sandy
Bailey, Joyce Cohee, Goldie Boone, Catherine Wright, Doris Gerlach, Gloria Truitt, Mary Cheezum, and
Carol Miller. Fron row, from left: Donna Lane, Rev. Karen Handy, Eris Rima, Shirley Bennett, Shirley
Pryor, and Linda Fletcher.

COLOR PANMEMORIES
This year marked Jim Sanders' thirty-fourth year helping to run the Color Pan game at the Preston Carnival! To mark this achievement, we share some fond
memories of the color pan.

fairgrounds on a balmy June evening!
Nothing beat stuffing a pile of dimes (or
quarters or dollars – inflation, you know . . .)
into one’s tiny pocket and trouping around
the midway area playing all the fantastic
games, scouting out all the prizes we were
determined to win before the end of the
week came all too soon. And the king of all

games, the mecca of coin disposal, the
nexus for highly prized, well, prizes was
Color Pan of course! Its finely painted
collection of countless muffin pans eagerly
awaited the wonderful sound announcing
the roll of the ball and the promise of 6 to 1
odds of success. The sound in question –
the ball’s wooden cage dropped back onto
a washboard of all things – the most
wonderful sound at the carnival! One could
hear that wonderful sound immediately
uponwalking on the lot, and the excitement
of hearing it was almost unbearable. And
oh to watch the ball swirl around your
chosen color, finally to land in that muffin
pan – such joy for a 6 year old! To this day,
it calls across the grounds, promising easy
odds and quick rewards for a child with
determination, a willing parent and a
pocketful of coins . . .

Tom Cheezum II

Jim Sanders poses next to the Color Pan apparatus,
which was built by the Fishpaw Game Company.
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I was there because I am a part of the
Conference’s CCYM or Conference
Council in Youth Ministries. We organize
manyeventswithyouth in theconferenceas
well as plan theYouthRally annually held in
Ocean City the second weekend in January.
While at Annual Conference we held a
“Tray Day” in the UMES cafeteria where
most people ate. Theywould donatemoney
to us aswe took up their trays for them. The
money went into our Youth Service Fund
which helps out youth in our own
conference. As a total from that we raised a
little over $1,500 for our fund.
We also helped out in the sessions in

different ways. I personally operated the
camera that would show a video feed of the
people as they stood towards the stage to
ask, clarify, amend, or say anything for or
against the proposed resolution. Overall it
was an awesome experience that has
definitely helped my understanding of our
conference's past, history, and importance
not only in the United Methodist Church
but around the world.

Christian Handy

I attended the 2014 Peninsula-Delaware
Annual Conference on June 5-7.One of the
teacherswasRev.OluBrown fromAtlanta,
Georgia.He spokeofways to have effective
ministry for the local church. Some points
that stuck out forme:Weneed to renewour
commitment to Jesus Christ. The church
needs to renew its commitment to be
guided by the Holy Spirit. It’s not about
membership but relationship. People will
not come to us for the most part, but we as
a church have to go out meet and minister
to others.
Resolutions were many this year. Some

that are of interest:
Resolution 3 will allow churches within

the conference to take an offering (2nd

Sunday of September) for higher education
scholarships. In the past, the scholarships
from the General Conference have
qualifications that actually disqualify 90%
of our students within our conference.

The first weekend of June, from
Thursday through Saturday, is the annual
Peninsula-Delaware Conference. I
attended as an active member, which gave
me the right to vote on the different bills
and amendments to our conference laws.
While there we voted on many different
bills which would aid our outreach
ministry, as well as give more support to
UMCOR, along with other controversial
subjects that led to much debate. While
there we heard many different guest
speakers give sermons and enlightened us
on some current ministries that we, as a
conference, are supporting financially.

Resolution 8 says that $320,000 will be
reallocated to Camp Pecometh to pay for
the waste water project for the center. The
money will be pulled from the Retired
Clergy Benefit Fund. The good news is that
the money allocated was sitting there
because of the good returns on the
investments within the fund. All of the
$772,000 that was in the fund was not
needed for retirement benefit payments.
Resolution 9 concerned Technology Use

and Private Policies. This concerns
churches and their members using the
church's computers, and also the
production of images of people through
other means (for example: someone taking
pictures with a camera). This was tabled
until next year so that more research can be
done on the issue.
Resolution 14 was perhaps the most

controversial. It said that we would as a
conference endorse a resolution that was

passed at the Northeast Jurisdictional
Conference in 2012. It stated in part that we
would oppose the “continued distinctions
of church law that restrict the rights and
privileges of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgendered people in the United
Methodist Church…” and also those who
are “bound to the Book of Discipline, are
alsobound to exercise their consciences…”
After much debate, it was tabled.
As far as membership, 2013 saw less of a

loss compared to 2012 at the conference
level (971) and thedistrict level (221).There
were gains in the children, youth, and adults
in all classes at the district level.
This report is by nomeans complete. It’s

just an overview of what I thought was
important. If youhave anyquestions, please
ask. It was an honor to represent Bethesda.

Chris Farnell

LAY REPRESENTATIVE'S REPORT ON ANNUAL CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE REPORT FROM CHRISTIAN HANDYCOLOR PAN (cont.)
To me, Color Pan is the Rolls Royce of

fairground gaming: it combines decent
odds with both affordability and ease of
play – all the qualities that attract kids over
and over again. And it also has that
wonderful SNAP! that goes off when you
release the ball from its keeper. Perfect for
gaining the attention of customers
wherever they are on the carnival grounds.
When I was a kid and we went to the

carnival, I only had eyes for the Color Pan.
Dime Pitch? Cake Booth? Duck Pond?
Theywere nice, but theyweren't Color Pan.
Color Pan had great prizes – seriously. My
brother won several nice model kits there
when we were kids, and the shelves at the
back of the booth were always filled with
alluring possibilities. At 10¢ per color
(inflation later caused the price to go up,
first to 25¢, and then to a dollar), it was
possible tomake alotofwinswithout a great
deal of risk. Color Pan also had personable
hosts. For as long as I can remember,Al and
BeckyTurner and JimSanders haveworked
in that booth. I'm not sure if Becky still
helps, but Jim and Al do, and it's always
been comforting to know that they will be
there, year in and year out!

Eric Cheezum
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