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You Will Hear the Trumpet Sound, To Wake the Nations Underground!

12TH ANNUAL PEACH FESTIVAL - SEE PAGES 5-6

KATIE MAE’S: GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY!
Spaghetti Dinner, Sunday, September 22, 2013

12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL

Dine in: Adults, $8.00; Kids, $4.00 (10 & Under)

All carry-outs: $8.00

Includes: Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread, and Drink

From left: Glenda Griffin, Wanda Prothero, and Tandy Morgan cut peaches to serve over ice cream at the Twelfth An-
nual Peach Festival. 

• Trinity UMC is inviting all those interested in joining them in preparing and performing their 
Christmas program. Practice will be held each Thursday, beginning Aug. 29, at 7:30 PM. We 
hope to share this program at several churches this upcoming holiday season.
 
• Bethesda’s Charge Conference will be held Oct. 7 at 7 PM. Those who need to complete 
forms will be given directions in 
doing so. Please complete and return 
all forms by Sept. 15th. If   you have 
questions, please contact Pastor Karen.
 
• Pastor Karen will be on vacation 
from 8/30 – 9/7. She will return on 
9/9. In the event of  an emergency, 
please contact Rev. David Kreek at 
410-330-1855 (c), or 410-221-1969 (h).

NEWS BRIEFS



WEEKLY INCOME CIRCLE 
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
August 4 34 $495 $737 $1,232
August 11 53 $344 $727 $1,071
August 18 42 $163.95 $1,159 $1,322.95
August 25 52 $611 $882 $1,493

Minimum Required Income (4 weeks): $5,800
Actual Income: $5,118.95
Yearly Average Attendance: 48
Yearly Per Capita Income: $26.17

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
This month I was reminded of  what a gift 
community can be. You see, I had received 
a phone call saying that I needed to fax a 
paper to my son’s coach. Three of  four 
pages of  his health form were completed 
and turned in, but in order for him to 
practice, all four pages had to be submitted. 
Doing so was difficult as I was working in 
the office at Bethesda and we do not have 
a fax machine. I made a couple of  phone 
calls, and someone suggested that I try the 
bank. I was desperate, so why not?
I walked into the bank and the tellers 
welcomed me. I shared who I was, and 
made my request. They never batted an 
eye. The one teller simply asked me for 
the information needed to send the fax. 
Meanwhile, another customer came into 
the building. My fax was not able to go 
through immediately due to a busy signal. 
The customer, someone whom I did not 
know, approached me and asked if  she 
could help. She offered to scan my item 
and send it via email. I then found myself  
following this lady to Preston Automotive 
Group’s office. As we were sending the 
item, the bank teller called to say that the 
paper had faxed successfully. 
I left and returned to our church office. 
I sat in amazement of  how wonderful 
these two women had been to me, not 
even knowing me. I was a stranger in need 

and they cared for me. They accepted 
me and stopped their busy lives to assist 
me. That is the heart of  what we are all 
called to do. We are called to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. We are called to 
be a Good Neighbor! Luke tells us about 
this in chapter ten, verses 25 through 37, 
in the story of  the Good Samaritan: One 
day an expert in religious law stood up 
to test Jesus by asking him this question: 
“Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal 
life?” Jesus replied, “What does the law 
of  Moses say? How do you read it?” The 
man answered, “’You must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” “Right!” 
Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” 
The man wanted to justify his actions, so 
he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus replied with an illustration: “A Jewish 
man was traveling on a trip from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. 
They stripped him of  his clothes and 
money, beat him up, and left him half  dead 
beside the road. By chance a Jewish priest 
came along; but when he saw the man 
lying there, he crossed to the other side 
of  the road and passed him by. A Temple 
assistant walked over and looked at him 
lying there, but he also passed by on the 
other side. Then a despised Samaritan 
came along, and when he saw the man, 

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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I know the Lord is always with me.

I will not be shaken, 

for he is right beside me.  

~Psalm 16:8~

Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road
Federalsburg, MD 21632

he felt deep pity. Kneeling beside him, 
the Samaritan soothed his wounds with 
medicine and bandaged them. Then he 
put the man on his own donkey and took 
him to an inn, where he took care of  him. 
The next day he handed the innkeeper two 
pieces of  silver and told him to take care 
of  the man. ‘If  his bill runs higher than 
that,’ he said, ‘I’ll pay the difference the 
next time I am here.’ Now which of  these 
three would you say was a neighbor to the 
man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus 
asked. The man replied, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, 
now go and do the same.”
We are blessed to be a part of  such a 
wonderful community. Next time someone 
is in need, be the neighbor that they need. 
Be the one showing mercy and “Yes, now 
go and do the same.”

Pastor Karen
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This is our hope. This is the faith 
that I go back to the South with. 
With this faith we will be able 
to hew out of  the mountain of  
despair a stone of  hope. With this 
faith we will be able to transform 
the jangling discords of  our nation 
into a beautiful symphony of  
brotherhood. With this faith we 
will be able to work together, to 
pray together, to struggle together, 
to go to jail together, to stand up 
for freedom together, knowing that 
we will be free one day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(1929-1968), from the “I Have a 
Dream” Speech, delivered August 
28, 1963

Beginning on Sunday, September 8, we will 
have a Four Week Series titled “A Fresh 
Start.” “God gives a hand to those down on 
their luck, gives a fresh start to those ready to 
quit.” (Psalm 145:14, The Message) For many 
of  us, fall is a time to start fresh and new. 
Students are returning to the classroom, a 
new season of  sports begins, and the summer 
has come to a close. It is time to consider 
where we will spend our energies. We often 
find it a time of  reevaluating. This is a great 
series during which to invite a friend to 
worship. Let’s look at the back-to-school 
season as a chance for everyone to begin 
anew. It includes the following topics relating 
to this time of  year:

• Facing fear, uncertainty and dreams
• Self-acceptance, peer pressure and self-
worth in God
• Dealing with disappointment
• Learning to receive and give mercy

Pastor Karen

FALL SERMON SERIES

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
On Sunday, August 18, 2013, 
school supplies donated by the 
congregation were blessed by Mr. 
Randy Bradford. As usual, Bethesda 
outdid itself  in donations. Below is 
a list of  the supplies Pastor Karen, 
Donna Lane, and I delivered to 
Preston Elementary School on 
Monday, August 19, 2013. Thank 
you so much Bethesda!

Judy Noel

ITEM QTY
Back Packs 3
Clorox Wipes 6 cans
Crayons 23
Elmers Glue 6
Erasers 6 pks
Folders 4
Glue Sticks 13
Hand Sanitizer 7
Kleenex, lrg 5
Kleenex, sm 2
Markers 16 pks
Notebook Paper 160

Paper Clips 10
Pencil Boxes 9
Pencils 29 pks
Pens 6 pks
Pens 25 pks
Rulers 16
Scissors 11 pks
Scotch tape 1
Vinyl folders 12

Have you been attending Bethesda for 
a while, and would like to find out more 
information about becoming a member?  
Pastor Karen will be holding a membership 
class on Sept. 12th at 7 pm.  If  you are 
interested, please contact her in person, 
via phone (302-245-4221), or email (handy.
karen@gmail.com).  If  this date is not 
good for you, please let Pastor Karen know 
and other arrangements can be made.

We will also be holding an informational 
meeting regarding Confirmation Class for 
youth this year.  During confirmation class, 
confirmands learn about the meaning of  

CALLING ALL PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS
Christian faith; the history and teachings 
and The United Methodist Church; and 
an explanation of  the baptismal and 
membership vows they will be professing.  
All youth in grades 7-12th are invited to 
be a part of  the class.  At the meeting, we 
will decide on a class time and frequency.  
It can be done in several different ways.  
The informational meeting will be held 
during the TGIT evening on Sept. 19 at 
6:45-7:15pm.
 

Transcribed from the 
Easton Star, June 
20, 1854, page 1.

Mr. Editor: – I see 
in your last issue 
the notice of  a 
Camp meeting to be 

held for Dorchester 
Circuit at Marsh creek, 

near Snow Hill, Caroline county. I can say 
sir, that I was in the grove in which the 
camp is to be held, and I certainly never 
have seen a more delightful place for 
holding a meeting of  that kind in all my 
life. It is most beautifully shaded with the 
broad spreading branches and foliage of  
large oaks, interspersed with dog wood. 
Near at hand is one of  the finest brooks 
I ever beheld, and the whole ground is 
highly perfumed with the pleasant odor of  
the magnolia. The ground is abundantly 
supplied with the finest drinking water 
and several mineral Springs (no doubt 
containing medicinal qualities) are found 
immediately in the vicinity. The little 
village near which the camp is to be held 
is certainly one of  the most quiet and 
pleasant places I was ever in. The M.E. 
Church presents a beautiful appearance; 
the dwellings and premises of  the citizens 
tell plainly that their occupants “live at 
home.” The stores do a good business, 
upon strictly temperance principles. The 
Camp is in the hands of  thorough going, 
energetic men, and will no doubt prove 
highly successful.

Traveler.
Up. Hunting creek, June 17, ’54.
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SEEING A LOT BY OBSERVING
By Don Herring (abigwhig@yahoo.com)

Reprinted from the Cecil Whig, July 24, 
2013

Seeing a lot by observing

“You can see a lot by observing.”

-- Lawrence P. “Yogi” Berra

Seen on the sign board at Bethesda 
United Methodist Church in Preston:

 “Sorry it is too hot to change the sign.”

 Tell me there’s 
not a wit in that 
congregation! Anyone 
who survived the 
recent overly hot 
weather can relate.

I think Bethesda is 
a beautiful name. It 
comes from Hebrew 
“beit hesed” – House 
of  Kindness – and is 
identified in the New 
Testament Gospel 
of  John as a pool in 
Jerusalem associated 
with healing.

It’s a fitting name 
for the Montgomery 
County, Maryland, 
city that includes both 
the National Institutes of  Health and 
Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center (formerly Bethesda Naval 
Hospital.)

They do heal there, and I’ll be forever 
thankful that the healers at NIH were 
able to save my son David when he 
seemed fated to die of  aplastic anemia.

A 21st century sign

“Visa/MC accepted,” the sign read.

Nothing remarkable there, you might say. 
But the sign caught my attention because 
it was on a roadside produce stand, on a 
rural highway in the middle of  nowhere.

Time and technology march on, leaving 
me short of  breath trying to keep up.

I’ve tried to move on – I discarded my 
8-track tapes long ago – but it’s not 
easy. I’ve been reluctant to part with my 
floppy disks in favor of  thumb drives, 
but I’m progressing.

I’ve even made the quantum leap from a 
hard-wired telephone to one I can carry 
in a pocket away from home.

I suspect I’m like millions of  other older 
folk: When I need help, I turn to a child 
or grandchild.

Other times, other names

As a history junkie I enjoyed a series on 
Cecil County as the World War II home 
front, which ran recently in the Whig.

And I was reminded of  a tongue-lashing 
I got early in my time as Whig editor.

Drawing on facts from the war years 
1941 to 1945, the series writer identified 
numerous residents who were especially 
active in supporting the war effort.

One thing struck me immediately: In 
the style of  the day, married women 
were almost invariably listed by their 
husbands’ names – Mrs. John Smith, 
Mrs. William Jones, etc.

In one list of  about a dozen names, only 

two or three women were identified by 
given names. Based on what I know 
of  the ‘40s, I guess they were either 
unmarried or widowed.

 In 1971, shortly after I arrived in 
Elkton, I learned that proprieties of  the 
1940s had not changed for at least one 
woman. Knowing her to be a widow, I 
had used her given name in something I 
wrote. I thought it proper then, and still 
do.

The ink was hardly dry 
on that week’s paper 
before the lady called to 
take me to task, telling 
me loudly to identify 
her only with her dead 
husband.

I don’t recall ever having 
another reason to use 
her name, and I wonder 
if  I would have yielded 
or stood my ground.

As for me, I was proud 
that my Shirley chose 
to take my family name 
when we married. 
She never asked to be 
identified formally as 
Mrs. Donald Herring, 
and that was her choice.

She was her own person, and an 
outstanding one. Longtime friends will 
remember her as a devoted volunteer 
honored in the Harford-Cecil Firemen’s 
Association Hall of  Fame.
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TheAnnual Peach Festival
was very successful again this year.

We had a variety of things for the attendees to
do. Some came out for the vendors and crafts, while

others liked the singers "Old Friends." Many came for the
delicious soft crab or scrapple sandwiches, and others for the
peach ice cream and cobblers and pies. This was the first year that
wehadTroyBrooks' barbeque thechicken. It proved tobeabighit.The
peaches and the socializing made it a remarkable day.

There are just somany people that made our success possible. Everyone had
their stations to work at, and others jumped in where needed. It was great to
see everybody working together. For some, it was their first experience as
helpers, and others have been doing it for years. We want to thank everyone
for all their help. Thanks also for all the cobblers and pies and peachy desserts
that were made. It wouldn't have been a peach festival with them! Thanks
also to our customers, whose patronage made the event the success it was!

Onegentleman thatChris Farnellwas talkingwithwas surprised that our
congregationwasonly about fifty people.He thought that itwould take
about 200 people to put on something like this. That is quite a
compliment, and we should all be proud of ourselves.

We took in $7,131.00, and after our expenses (yes, therewere
a lot of expenses) of $3,191.00, we were able to give
$3,550.00 to the Evangelism Committee and $390.00
to the Outreach Committee.

Donna Lane & Kay Fairbank
Co-Chairs

Pictures, clockwise from upper left: (1) the
ActivitiesCommittee advertises the upcoming
festival. (2) Preparing chicken dinners, from
left, are Rev. Handy, Carol Miller, Helen
Fletcher, and Kay Fairbank. (3) This year's
bake table, manned, from left, byEris Rima,
Shirley Bennett, and Linda Praeger.

Peach
Festival

Round-Up
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Preston church celebrates 12th annual Peach Festival
By DUSTIN HOLT dholt@stardem.com
Reprinted from, and by courtesy of, the Star Democrat, August 11, 2013

PRESTON—Locals filled the Preston Fire House Saturday,
Aug. 10, for the 12th annual Bethesda United Methodist
Church Peach Festival.

The church fundraiser offered delicious peaches from T.S.
Smith in Bridgeville, Del., along with soft crab sandwiches,
barbecue chicken platters by Troy Brooks, peach ice cream
and a bake table.

While dining on the assortment of foods, crowds shopped at
more than 15 vendors set up inside the fire hall.
“We have a really nice crowd this year,” said festival co-
chairman Donna Lane. “It’s great to see the community out
here today. The community makes this peach festival a
success. We appreciate all the help from volunteers. This is a
big fundraiser for the church, and it will be another success.”

The festival was started by a former church pastor who said a
peach festivalwouldbeagreat event toadd for thecommunity.
“The festival has grown and grown ever since it began 12 years
ago,” Lane said. “People say they keep coming back for the
great food andmusic, along with the selections of vendors we
have.”

The festival featured music by Old Friends. The fundraiser
benefits the church and the Evangelism Committee.

Left: Troy Brooks (left) and Tom
Cheezum cook chicken. Above, a
crate of peaches for sale. Both
pictures courtesy of Dustin Holt.

Pictures in left column, from top: (1) The main hall, filled with exhibitors.
(2) The firemen's meeting room; this was the first year this room was used
for vendors. (3) Old Friends prepare to play music for the festival. (4)
Chris Farnell (left) sells peaches to a customer. Forty boxes of peaches,

more than any previous year, were available for sale this year.
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DRAMA PRESENTATION

Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an 
associate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in 
Wilmington, Delaware. The reprinted letter 
below is another in the running series of  
newsletter articles Palmer wrote during his battle 
with cancer. 

Letter Twelve

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

A week ago I got the results of  a recent 
CAT scan that were upsetting. It showed 

that in every area where I have cancer 
the disease is progressing. This included 
the liver where I had recently undergone 
chemotherapy treatment. At this point 
it seems that conventional treatment no 
longer has anything to offer me. I am 
working with Dr. Bazzan, an alternative 
medicine doctor, to receive some 
treatments that he has suggested.

I am hoping that his treatments will have 
some effect, but as you can see from 

THE LETTERS OF REV. MARK W. PALMER
what I have shared, I am now in a much 
more ominous stage of  my journey. As 
always, Jane and I ask for your prayers, 
that we may be inwardly strengthened 
for whatever lies ahead of  us.

Grace and Peace,

Mark

The drama presentation on August 25, 
performed by myself, Anna and Emma 
Carmean, and Eileen Johnson, left me 
beaming with pride! It was adapted 
from another drama, which we used as 
a reference by which to create our own, 
and it set the bar very high for us. The 
version that we performed was about 
evenly divided between sign language 
and interpretive motions and dance. 
Unlike the original drama, I had these 
girls perform during the entire song, 
versus only repeating motions for the 
chorus. Needless to say, I presented 
them with a bit of  a challenging routine 
to learn! They rose to the challenge, 
however, and conquered it! I’m very 
proud of  their success, but none of  us 
could have done it without the help of  
their parents bringing them to practices!  A big thanks goes to them, as well as Pastor Handy, who helped us by making the 
shirts that were used during the performance. We enjoyed performing the drama for the church, and we are looking forward to 
doing another in the future. Good job, girls!

Meridith Farnell

Emma Carmean, Farnell, Anna Carmean, and Eileen Johnson perform in the chancel area during the drama.

TGIT resumes for the Fall semester on September 19. All 
kids from kindergarten through high school are welcome. The 
program begins at 6:00 pm with dinner, and then an hour of  
instruction follows. Come join us!

We need your help! Do you enjoy crafts or playing games? Can 
you read a script and push a button? Do you enjoy working in 
the kitchen with kid friendly meals? Everything is prepared for 
you, we just need willing people!!! Are you feeling God’s nudge 
to be the hands and feet of  Christ with our children and youth? 
Contact Eric Cheezum if  you can give some time each week.
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BETHESDA HISTORY NOTES
Minutes of the fourth quarterly conference of Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington Anual [sic] conference held at 
Federalsburg, Feb. the 19th 1876, Rev. Jas. M. Williams, P.E. in the chair. After devotional Exercises on motion S.H. Melson was elected 
secretary.

The following standing committees were Elected:
On missions: Capn Watkins,1 Curtis Davis, Walter S. Smith,2 P.D. Taylor, Willet Harris, Wm Sisk, A.R. Wright.
Church Extension: J.W. Brown,3 Twiford Noble, Benj. Conway4 [sic], Wm Sisk, S.H. Melson, M. Patton.
Church Records: J.W. Brown, M. Patton, D.O.P. Elliott.
On Tratcs [sic]: Miss Grey, Mrs. Reed, Miss Mary Smith, C. Covey, Molly Willis, C.C. Melson, Sister Holms.5
Missionary: Capn Watkins, C. Davis, R.H. Conway, P. Taylor, Willet Harris, Wm Sisk, A.R. Wright.
S. Schools: Jacob Covey,6 S.H. Melson, Twiford Noble.

No conference claimants within the bounds of circuit.7
Pastor’s report: ordered to be placed on file.8
On miss[ions]: Collections not completed. 
S. Schools: The schools [are] in good condition. 
On Tracts: A number have been obtained and distributed.9 
Church Exten.: One church has been built during the year10; another repaired & repainted. 
Ch. Records: No report. 
Parsonage & furniture: The parsonage [is] in good condition and well attended to. 
Ch. Music: Music very good.
Special reports: None.

Reports of Trustees. Federalsburg: Church out of debt, title good. St. Paul’s: Report placed on file.11 Friendship: Verbal report, out of 
debt, ch. in good order. Harmony: report placed on file. Bethlehem: Verbal report, ch. out of debt & all right. Preston: Permitted to 
report at next quarterly meeting.

What has been collected for the support of the ministry and how has it been applied?

 Collected     Applied
  $ cts
Federalsburg  59. 35   
Friendship  50. 50 
St. Paul’s  28. 00  P.E. 10. 00
Harmony  26. 00  Sen. Preacher 189. 60
Bethlehem  18. 75  Jun.       “ 35. 00
Preston  52. 00 
  $234. 60   $234. 60

1 - William H. Watkins (January 20, 1816 – Octo-
ber 16, 1888) was profiled briefly in Bugle III:7. 
Watkins was a very prominent county figure, as 
the following obituary will attest: “Capt. Wm. H. 
Watkins, who died at his residence in Federalsburg 
last week, aged seventy-three years. He was a native 
of  St. Michaels, Talbot county. He was captain of  a 
company in Col. Wallace’s regiment during the war, 
and fought at Gettysburg. He was a member of  the 
constitutional convention of  1867, and for twenty 
years was justice of  the peace, holding that office at 
the time of  his death. He was a prominent and of-
ficial member of  the M.E. Church. The Cleveland, 
Thurman and Gibson Club, of  Federalsburg, of  
which Captain Watkins was a prominent member, 
passed suitable resolutions in his memory” (Denton 
Journal, October 27, 1888, 3). In the 1870 census, 
Watkins’ profession was listed as “Justice of  the 
Peace,” and his wealth was valued at $10,000 in real 
estate, and $3,500 in personal belongings. By 1880, 
he was a “farmer.” Watkins and his family seem to 
have lived on the north side of  what is now Central 
Avenue in Federalsburg, about halfway between 
Reliance and Liberty Roads. He, his wife, Sarah, and 
two daughters who predeceased them, are buried at 

Union UMC cemetery.
2 - Walter S. Smith was born c. 1841, and in 1870 
was listed in the census as a farmer of  moderate 
wealth. He lived between Vienna and Williams-
burg.
3 - John W. Brown (c. October 1828 – January 
20, 1893) was evidently a very wealthy farmer 
and businessman. In 1870 he owned real estate 
valued at $40,000 and a personal estate of  $5,000. 
In 1880, Brown is listed as a miller. An 1877 map 
of  Federalsburg (see http://nabbhistory.salisbury.
edu/resources/geography/maps/mddorc-
brgb1877.jpg) shows Brown owning a “phosphate 
factory” on the east side of  Main Street, south 
of  the railroad. He is buried in the Union UMC 
cemetery.
4 - Benjamin Conaway (sometimes spelled 
“Conoway” or, as here, “Conway,”) was born De-
cember 27, 1821. He was a fairly wealthy farmer 
and apparently lived in the area between Williams-
burg and Vienna. He died on October 10, 1907, 
and was buried in the St. Paul’s cemetery. Etched 
on his tombstone is a short biography: “In his 
youth he became a Christian and through life he 
was a faithful and active member of  the church. 

While diligent in business, his chief  concern was 
to deal justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with his God. He confessed himself  a pilgrim 
seeking the heavenly abode.”
5 - The identities of  the first four women are 
difficult to ascertain. Of  the latter few, C.C. 
Melson is undoubtedly Charlotte C. Melson, wife 
of  Samuel H. Melson of  Harmony, and it seems 
likely that “Sister Holms” refers to Amy, wife of  
James H. Holms of  Bethlehem. Molly Willis is 
presumably Mary M. Willis, daughter of  Henry F. 
Willis. On January 23, 1878 Mollie married Joshua 
Bascomb Clark at her parents’ home on Noble 
Avenue. They lived in Georgetown, Delaware, 
where Clark was the editor of  the Sussex County 
Index. An unlabeled news article had this to say 
of  the wedding: “The above couple will please 
accept the thanks of  the senior Editor and em-
ployes of  this office for the bountiful supply of  
cake, may the snowy wings of  innocents and love 
ever protect this happy couple both in storm and 
sunshine, and may their matrimonial life be one 
of  perpetual bliss.” Mollie eventually moved back 
to Preston following the death of  her husband in 
1892 (Sandra L. Willis collection; Mitchell, PH, 
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BETHESDA HISTORY NOTES, CONT’D.
Amount raised for Benevolent objects: Missions, $73.50; Woman’s foreign missionary society,12 $3.05; Church Extension, $5.00; Tract 
Society, $5.00; S.S. Union, $3.00; Freedman’s aid,13 $3.00; Education, $3.00.

Who shall be the board of stewards? J.W. Brown, Henry Watkins,14 M. Patton, P.D. Taylor, Benj. Conway, J. Willet Harris, Jos W. 
Noble, Wm Sisk, S.H. Melson. Recording Steward: S.H. Melson. District Steward: J.W. Brown.

Trustees
Federalsburg: J.W. Brown, C. Davis,15 Captn Watkins, D.O.P. Elliott, Jas H. Davis,16 Wm Sulivan, & R.C. Harris17 (Committee to 
provide for mode of Election of trustees for Federalsburg: J.W. Brown, C. Davis, Capn Watkins, D.O.P. Elliott)

Trustees of Harmony: Jas Butler, P. Fleetwood, A.R. Wright, R.S. Framptom, T.W. Nichols,18 Charles McNash, C.H. Todd, S.H. 
Melson, F.E. Nichols19 (9)

Preston: D.R. Wright, Jos W. Noble, J.W. Harris, H.F. Willis, Elijah Todd, Wm Billips, J.B. Fletcher, Wm Williamson, Jas E. 
Douglas[s] (9)

St. Paul’s: B. Conway, Jos Conway, J.W. Smith, T.W. Neal, W.J. Mowbray,20 R.H. Conway, W.S Smith (7)

Bethlehem: Wm Sisk, J.W. Dean, E. Baker, D. Waddle, J. Philips (5)

Friendship: M. Patton, Sam’l Nichols, Jas Nichols, P.D. Taylor, Andrew Covey, J. Smith, Francis Nichols (7)

Of Parsonage21: J.W. Brown, M. Patton, B. Conway, A.R. Wright, Wm Sisk, J.W. Harris, C. Davis (7)

No recommendations for License to Preach. No recommendations of Local preachers for ordination. The character of Bros. R.H. 
Conway & John F. Sulivan (local preachers) were passed22 & License renewed. The character of the following Brethren were passed 
and License renewed as Exhorters: J.W. Dean, Wm Sulivan, D.O.P. Elliott, T.W. Neal, Wm J. Hurlock, Jacob Covey, Walter S. 
Smith. The character of Bro. L. Wilkins was passed. License not renewed.

Bro. Francis Nichols was confirmed as superintendent of Friendship S. School.

On motion it was decided that the delegate to Anual [sic] conference should be Elected by aclamation [sic]. On motion J.W. Brown 
was Elected delegate, Benjn Conway R.H. Conway23 alternate.

The General rules have been read.

Stewards meeting on Monday the 6th of March at 2 o’clock in the afternoon.

The next quarterly conference to be held at Friendship the 4th & 5th of June, quarterly conf. on Monday after 10 o’clock service.

Minutes read & approved.

On motion the Conference adjourned.

     J. M. Williams, P.E.

S.H. Melson, Sec. & R.S.24

196-97).
6 - Jacob Covey (c.1810–c.1876) was a wealthy 
farmer who lived between Williamsburg and 
Federalsburg. In the 1870 census, his real estate 
was valued at $10,000, and his personal property 
at $2,000.
 7 -This statement probably means that there 
were no retired pastors within the circuit (with 
thanks to Rev. Dr. Phil Lawton).
8 - It is missing.
9 - Tracts were short pamphlets – in this case, 
covering religious subjects – designed for dissemi-
nation to a large audience at little cost. In the late 
nineteenth century, tracts were available covering 
a wide variety of  theological and church-related 
matters.
10 - This refers, of  course, to the current Bethes-
da building, which was erected in 1875.
11 - It is missing.
12 - The Women’s Foreign Mission Society was 
established in Boston in 1869 and is a precursor 
to today’s United Methodist Women. By the end 
of  the year, the society had raised enough funds 
to send two missionaries, Clara Swain and Isabella 
Thoburn, to India.

13 - Freedman’s Aid has appeared in numerous 
installments of  these minutes. Beginning in 1866, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church sponsored 
education of  freed slaves in the South through 
the society. The effort was ongoing until 1939, 
when black education was rolled into the work 
of  the Methodist Board of  Education. Among 
the results of  Freedman’s Aid was the creation of  
many of  today’s traditional black colleges.
14 - It is unclear if  this is meant to be W.H. Wat-
kins, or a different person altogether.
15 - Curtis Davis (January 31, 1810 – April 12, 
1885) lived in Federalsburg, apparently a few 
doors down from Rufus C. Harris (see note 17). 
He is listed in the 1870 census as a “custom 
house officer” and was quite wealthy. He is buried 
with his wife, Rebecca (February 26, 1829 – Sep-
tember 17, 1913) in the Union UMC cemetery.
16 - James H. Davis has appeared in earlier 
entries in this series, but his full name was then 
unknown. He was born in 1838 and died in 1919, 
and is buried in Hillcrest Cemetery with his wife, 
Annie, and their children. In 1880, Davis was run-
ning a livery stable in Federalsburg.
17 - Rufus Cain Harris (October 5, 1839 – July 

13, 1897) is listed in the 1880 census as a grocer 
and dry goods salesman. His wife, Elizabeth, ap-
peared in History Notes in Bugle III:7 in relation 
to the purchase of  parsonage furniture.
18 - Thomas W. Nichols (c. 1826 – May 15, 1907) 
was a farmer of  moderate wealth who lived at 
Harmony.
19 - Presumably Francis Nichols, for whom the 
region known as Nichols, near Friendship, was 
named.
20 - Presumably William J. Mowbray (1833–1911), 
of  Williamsburg. In 1880, Mowbray’s occupation 
was listed as “Teaching and Farming.” He and his 
wife, Olivia (1844–1921), are buried in Hillcrest 
Cemetery.
21 - That is, in a continuation of  the list, the 
trustees of  the parsonage.
22 - Here and below, “passed” seems to be used 
to mean “reviewed.”
23 - It seems likely that here the secretary ac-
cidentally wrote down the wrong name, as it is 
struck out in the original.
24 - That is, secretary and recording steward.
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