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The regular menu of scrambled eggs, sausage, scrapple, pancakes, and stewed apples will be
served. The time will be 5-7 pm, and the price will be by donation. We will be asking for
donations of food as we always have, but this time we will need a dated receipt of food
items purchased. This is a requirement of the Health Department. Further
information will be forthcoming, as we will need volunteers to help prepare and serve the
food. We always have a good time of fellowship when we all work together at the church.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER IS MARCH 4

Bethesda is offeringConfirmationClasses this winter. The first class was held onDecember
29, 2013 following church, and a second class was held on January 20, 2014. Future
installments will take place on March 15, 2014 and April 18, 2014. Rev. Handy and Chris
Farnell are teaching the class, with help from Christian Handy, and the students are Tom
Cheezum, Alyson Farnell, Cris and Hunter Guerra, and Collin Handy. Topics covered
include Creation, Sin, Redemption, the Trinity (God the father, God the son, and God the
Holy Spirit), Ways of Discipleship (Devotion, Worship, Compassion, and Justice), and
Living a Holy Life. The group will continue to examine subjects relating to Christianity in
general, and United Methodism in particular, including a visit to Barratt’s Chapel, the
"birthplace" of American Methodism, in Frederica, Delaware, in March. The class has also
been involved in a communityprayerbreakfast (seepage6), a serviceproject (collecting food
for our church pantry), and other fun activities. The youth will confirm in May 2014.

The Confirmation Class poses with canned goods after gathering them during a "scavenger hunt" around
Preston. From left: Tom Cheezum, Christian & Collin Handy, Alyson Farnell, Cris &Hunter Guerra

2014 CHURCH DIRECTORY IN PREPARATION
The 2014 Bethesda Church membership directory is currently being prepared for
distribution in February or early March. In order to make the directory as accurate as
possible, it would be helpful if everyone would consult last year's edition and submit any
corrections or additions. Submissions may be emailed to Eric Cheezum at
ericacheezum@verizon.net, or placed in his mailbox at the church. Please print clearly if
submissions are handwritten!
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In the past month, I have been reminded
of the burden many of our students carry.
They live in a time where computers have
always been present. Many are not aware
that television was once black and white.
They rarely use a landline telephone. There
are many luxuries for this generation, but
there are many things with which they
struggle.

I was reminded of this at the recent youth
rally. Saturday night I was able to go in the
big room where about 4,000 people
gathered. At the conclusion of the main
speakers talk, an altar call was given.
Studentswere encouraged to come forward
to accept Christ, rededicate their lives, or
have a time of prayer. I had the privilege of
praying with several students. It was in this
moment that I found myself with tears
streaming downmy face because these kids
are dealing with a lot. Students were asking
for prayer for such things are not making
themark, strugglingwithdisrespecting their
parents, a father who is in active duty and in
Afghanistan, amotherwhohas recently had
a stroke, and a teen whose mother recently
died and she is angry.

Our teens are burdened. They worry not
only about getting good grades and the life
issues we all face, they also struggle with
peer pressure, and a society that makes
them grow up all too fast.

Recently at Bethesda we started our
confirmation classes. These young people
like so many others have busy lives and
worries. I would like to ask you all to pray
for our young people in our church and
community. They are our future and we
need to invest in them now. Part of that
investment is to be praying for them.

I would ask you to pray with me that
Romans 2:12 would become a reality in the
lives of our youth:

Don't copy the behavior and customs of
this world, but letGod transform you into
a new person by changing the way you
think. Then you will know what God
wants you to do, and you will know how

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

If you need wisdom, ask our generous
God, and he will give it to you. Hewill not
rebuke you for asking.

James 1:5 (New Living Trans.)

At Home

Betty Hinnershitz (410-673-1016)
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655

Gloria Trice (410-673-7339)
21850 Water St

Preston, MD 21655

Virginia Quinton
24460 Grove Road

Federalsburg, MD 21632

Out of Town

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

William Evey
28 Adamsville Road
Colrain, MA 01340

At Nursing Homes

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD 21601

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.

Denton, MD 21629

Tharon Harrington
The Pines

610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

CIRCLE OF CONCERN

"It is fundamentally wrong for any great
nation to willfully discriminate against
such a large group of its people. . . . One
can say quite truthfully that on the
battlefields nobody is very interested in
where the plasma comes from when they
are hurt. . . . It is unfortunate that such a
worthwhile and scientific bit of work
should have been hampered by such
stupidity."

Dr. Charles Richard Drew (1904-1950),
the "Father of the Blood Bank," on the
segregation of black and white plasma
during World War II blood drives.

WEEKLY INCOME
Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
1/5/2014 47 $433.60 $1,043.00 $1,476.60
1/12 45 $471.00 $702.00 $1,173.00
1/19 53 $547.00 $838.00 $1,385.00
1/26 no service due to inclement weather

Required Income (4 weeks @ $1450 per week): $5,800 Actual Income: $4,034.60
Yearly Average Attendance: 48 Yearly Per Capita Income: $20.87

good and pleasing and perfect his will
really is (Romans 12:2, New Living
Translation).

Our youth today do have great burdens,
butwhat a difference it willmakewhen they
know their church cares enough to keep
them in their prayers!

Karen Handy
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Congratulations to Hunter Mastronardi
andKacieDodd,whoweremarried January
4, 2014.Wewish them the very best in their
new life together.

HISTORY NOTES
Minutes of the second quarterly meeting for Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district,
Wilmington annal [sic] conference, held at Preston, Aug. the 26th, 1876, Rev. J. Hough,
P.E.1 in the chair. After devotional Exercises on motion S.H. Melson was elected
secretary.

The Roll was called (see roll2).

An appeal of Wm H. Watkins (from the verdict of the committee who found him
guilty of immoral conduct) was presented to this conference and on motion it was
decided that the evidence did not sustain the first specification. On motion it was
decided that the Evidence did not sustain the second specification. These being the
only specifications, the charge falls.3

No reports from committees.

What amount has been collected for the support of the ministry, and how applied?

$ cts
Federalsburg 19.25 applied
Preston 26.00
Friendship 13.62 P.E. 10.00
Bethlehem 13.00 P. in charge 48.87
St. Paul’s 15.00 Jun. Preacher 40.00
Harmony 12.00 ____

$98.87 $98.87

No recommendations for license to preach.
On motion it was ordered that the chair appoint a committee to inquire into the
expediency of Holding camp meetings, their effects & c.4 Comte: I. Jewel, C. Davis,
Dr. Willis, B. Conway, M. Patten [sic], Wm Sisk, S.H. Melson.

Next quar. meet. to be at St. Paul’s 19 & 20 of Nov. Min. read & approved. Conf.
adjourned.

S.H. Melson, sec’y J. Hough, P.E.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Notes:

1. In the original, “P.E.” is inserted as an afterthought.
2. It is missing.
3. The circumstances surrounding this appeal are unknown.
4. The problem of camp meetings exercised church leaders in the 1870s. Although
such meetings had been instrumental in spreading the Gospel and Methodism during
the nineteenth century, many felt they had strayed too far from their original purpose.
What had once been evangelical experiences now seemed to have become primarily
social events – a trend that would ultimately cause organizers to stop sponsoring the
meetings.

The church wishes to convey its sincere thanks to Biskach Produce, who donated the fruit
for our Christmas Eve goody bags. Need fruit? Write them at 6372 Suicide Bridge Rd,
Hurlock, MD 21643, or give them a call at 410-943-3151.

THANKS TO BISKACH PRODUCE

Congratulations also to Debbie Weems,
who graduated on December 14 with a
Bachelor's degree in Social Work. Debbie
plans to sit for the exam to become a
licensed social work in the near future, after
which shewill move on to aMaster's degree
program in that field, and then seminary.
Bethesda wishes Debbie success in her
continuing training.
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marriage toMartha Adams. They were Ann
Elizabeth, who married Colley Boston;
Harriet, who married Walter Thomas; and
Mary Augusta, who married John Prattis.
Aunt Katie attended local schools and was
a loyal member of Zoar Methodist Church
on Dover Road. There, she was a
communion steward, church treasurer, and
a member of the Woman’s Society of

Remembering Wayman & Catherine Thomas of
Newton Road

By Robin Caudell

MyGreat-great UncleWayman andAunt
CatherineThomas’s farmhouseonNewton
Road still stands. They are long buried in St.
Paul Cemetery at Pinetown, but for
approximately three decades they carved
out a living from their small farm located on
both sides of Newton Road between the
farms of Noble and Flora Taylor and
Howard and Maggie Harris.

I’m not sure how Uncle Wayman met
Aunt “Kattie Cookie,” as she was called
because of her superb cooking skills. Born
in 1898, UncleWayman's siblings were Bill,
Russell, and Frances, who married Bill
Stanford. It was thought that Uncle
Waymanwas named for the famousBishop
AlexanderW.Wayman, the seventhBishop
of theA.M.E.Church.BishopWaymanwas
born in 1821 in Tuckahoe, and was a great
friend of Frederick Douglass, the famous
abolitionist and orator. UncleWayman was
among the farm hands, along with J. Basil
Hubbard and Charles Foster, Sr., who
workedon theHarris farm
that had the first large-
scale poultry enterprise on
the Eastern Shore. Cousin
Leon Thomas remembers
riding with Uncle
Wayman to Philadelphia
as a boy. Chicken feathers
flew out the crates as they
trucked to market.

Aunt Katie, as we called
her, was the daughter of
Phillip Dyer and his
second wife, Alice
Thomas. Born Dec. 9,
1897, Aunt Katie’s
siblings were Leola,
Benjamin, Tom, who
married Sadie Webb, and
Fred, who married Lillie
Satterfield. Aunt Katie
had three older sisters
from her father’s first

Christian Service.

In the 1930 Census, Uncle Wayman and
Aunt Katie lived between William F. and
Amelia Rieck and Will T. Blades along
Smithson Road. Uncle Wayman’s
occupation was listed as farm laborer,
possibly for the Riecks. In 1940, they lived
on the Harris farm. Aunt Katie worked for

Maggie Harris.
Eventually, Uncle
Wayman and Aunt Katie
earned enough to
purchase their farmstead,
which was originally
owned by Alva and Annie
Lane. Aunt Katie also
worked for Robert and
Lily Harper of Preston,
according to my Aunt
Addie Butler.

What I remember about
Aunt Katie was how
beautiful her home was.
My extended-family
household, headed by my
maternal grandmother,
Lula Annie Thomas
Butler, lived in the Prchal
house [on Prchal Road –
Ed.] when UncleWayman
was at the height of his

Wayman and Catherine Thomas's farmhouse on Newton Road in Preston. (Photo courtesy of
Robin Caudell)

OUTSIDE THE RED DOORS: THE THOMAS FAMILY OF NEWTON ROAD

Wayman Thomas (far right) poses with relatives from Philadelphia on his Newton Road farm. (Photo
courtesy of Robin Caudell)
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LENTEN STUDY BEGINS 2ndWEEK OFMARCH

This Lenten Season join us for a special Bible Study, based on the book 24 Hours That
Changed the World, by celebrated Methodist minister Rev. Adam Hamilton. From the
publishers:

No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and crucifixion of
Jesus of Nazareth. In this Lenten journey, Adam Hamilton guides us through the last twenty-
four hours of Jesus' life. Each chapter is designed to help the reader experience and understand the
significance of Jesus' suffering and death in a way you have never done before. Whether readers are
long-time Christians or simply curious about the story of Christ's crucifixion, they are invited to
join the author in retracing the last 24 hours of Jesus' life.

The book can be purchased for $12 in hardback or hardback large print. It can also be
downloaded electronically on a Kindle, Nook, or other electronic device.
You can order your book when you sign up for the class! Class will be offered each week
beginning the week of March 9th. Class dates and times to be announced soon.

farming. My mother, Edna Viola Butler,
chauffeured us in her two-toned-green
1956 Ford up Aunt Katie’s sandy lane and
parked beneath the magnolia tree. We
walked through the back porch into the
kitchen that was always filled with the
aroma of mouthwatering baked goods:
dinner rolls, sticky buns, and gingerbread,
all from scratch. In her dining room, Aunt
Katie’s long, elegant table was draped with
white linens and lace. Silverware gleamed
against pristine napkins. On a sideboard,
silver teapots and trays rested on a white-
lace runner. Fancy dishes were stacked in a
china cabinet that matched the table and
sideboard.

Just as Aunt Katie was a very skilled
homemaker and always had things just so,
equally,UncleWaymanwas skilled in the art
of farming. His Concord grapes were bliss.
Greens, tomatoes and cucumbers were
among his vegetables huckstered by Enoch
Friend, according to James Hubbard.

After Uncle Wayman died, Aunt Katie
relocated to Philadelphia. She died July 17,
1974 at the Germantown Hospital. It was a
rite of passage when my grandmother
entrusted me with Aunt Katie’s famous

I would like to thank my wonderful
church family at Bethesda for your most
generous gift at Christmas. I consider
myself very blessed to be serving with and
alongside each of you. My family and I
appreciate your love and support.

Pastor Karen and Family

I want to take this opportunity to express
my gratitude for your unexpected
Christmas gift, aswell as thewarmwelcome
I have experienced since starting in
November. I have been extremely blessed
to have been given this opportunity. Thank
you all.

Guy Lowry

gingerbread recipe.Whenever Imake it, the
gingery aroma conjures Aunt Katie baking
in her spotless kitchen on Newton Road.

Robin Caudell is a 1977
graduate of Colonel
RichardsonHigh School and
a USAF veteran. She holds
a BS in Journalism from the
University of Maryland at
College Park and aMFA in
Creative Writing from

Goddard College. An AP Award-winning
journalist, she has been a staff writer at the
Plattsburgh Press-Republican for 24 years. She
lives in the Adirondacks of New York State.

THE THOMAS FAMILY OF NEWTON ROAD (cont.) NOTES OF THANKS

Catherine Cornelias Thomas holds Mary Ellen
Harper in Preston. (Photo courtesy of Robin
Caudell)
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The Women of Bethesda will meet on
Wed., Feb. 12 at 1:30. The main topic of
discussion will be planning the Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper. Any woman of
the church is welcomed and encouraged to
attend the meetings.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. PRAYER BREAKFAST

Hurlock UMC hosted its third annual Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast
on Monday, January 20. The theme was
"Moving in the Dream," and the program
included participants from many of the
churches in the Hurlock area, including Rev.
Handy. Several students from Bethesda's
confirmation class also attended. Pictures:
above, JaneHovingtonof the Sussex chapter of
the NAACP delivers the keynote address;
right, Rev. C. Claudia Waters of the Hurlock-
Mount Calvary (Preston) Circuit emcees the
post-breakfast program.

At the Pen-Del Conference Youth Rally "Ransomed," from left: Erika Clough, Cris Guerra, Kendall
Clough, and Hunter Guerra. The rally was held in Ocean City January 10-12, with about 4,000 youth
in attendance.

GOOD NEWS FROM THE
FINANCE COMMITTEE!

In behalf of the Finance Committee and
the church leadership, I want to thank the
congregation for its tremendous efforts this
past year in the financial support of
Bethesda.

Here’s the good news:

For the year 2013 (Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31)
the total SundayOffering (checks, cash, and
envelopes) came to $68,483.46. For the year
2012, the total Sunday offering was
$57,481.32. You can see that the Sunday
Offering for 2013 increased by $11,022.14.
In addition, Special Donations for 2013
totaled $14,780.00, compared to the 2012
total of $9,959.00, representing an increase
by $4,821.00. Comparisons to years earlier
than 2012 show even greater strides
forward. We are indeed headed in the right
direction.

I am so proud of each and every one of
you – for your financial support, yes, but
especially for your spiritual support for the
church. Themonies not only pay the bills of
the church, they also underwrite the
ministries of the church that allow us to
serve and reach out to the community. We
have so many exciting programs at
Bethesda – TGIT, Outreach and Missions,
and Evangelism, just to name a few – and
they are rapidly growing. That growth is
because of you, the congregation, and we
thank you for your commitment to our
mission of seeking, feeding, sending, and leading
in the Preston community.

Remember that all things are possible
when we work together, and God is in the
mix.

Isabel Brannock, Finance Chair

FINANCE NEWS

WOMEN'S MEETING
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Our friendCarolynLeeGoodmanpassed
away January 1, 2014. Carolyn was born in
Baltimore on April 23, 1942, the daughter
of the late Charles and Dorothy Currens.
She attended school at Woodburn High
school, and earned herGEDon January 30,
1988. She was married to Glen Goodman,
who passed away in January 1982, and they
hadonedaughter,Glenda,whomovedwith
her to Hurlock in 1989. Besides her
daughter, Glenda Griffin, Carolyn is
survived by two grandchildren, Megan and
Ray Griffin, and two great-grandsons,
Jackson and Jonathan.

Carolyn worked as an administrative
assistant for much of her career, first at
Anne Arundel Medical Center, in
Annapolis (1979-1986), then for the
Natural Resources Police Academy on
Kent Island (1986-1990). From 1990
through July 2010, Carolyn worked for the
John S. Ayton State Tree Nursery, in
Preston, after which she retired.

Carolyn joined Bethesda's congregation
in January 2012. She sat on the Outreach/
Missions Committee, and recently took on
the job of sending out "sunshine" cards to
members of the congregation who are ill or
unable to attend church. She loved the
church and congregation very much.

After a funeral at Zeller's Funeral Home
in East NewMarket, on January 6, Carolyn
was laid to rest in Woodlawn Cemetery
outside Easton. Bethesda extends its
condolences to Glenda and her whole
family during this time of loss.

IN MEMORIAM:
CAROLYN GOODMAN

BOARD OF CHILD CARE THANK YOU LETTER

This year promises to be a busy one in Preston, judging from real estate transactions. Mr.
NelsonH. Fooks will build amodern home on his lot onMain street extended andMr. C.B.
Harrison is having plans drawn for an up-to-date dwelling, to be built where his old one now
stands, opposite the M.E. Church property. Judge J.T. Dennis has purchased an extra large
lot on Railroad avenue of Col. A. W. Sisk, and Contractor Larrimore, of Seaford, is making
plans for a fine residence. Mr. W.H. Collins has bought of Mr. Nelson H. Fooks the lot on
Railroad avenue, adjoining the M. E. parsonage, and will move his house from Maryland
avenue thereto. These improvements will fill up the entire street to the depot. Mr. J.H.
Nichols, of Denton. and Mr. Thomas L. Trice, Jr., of Preston, have bought the old Dr.
Stafford property, one of the best locations in town, for improvements, to be made by Mr.
Trice.Mr. HarryHollis is contemplating the building of a warehouse and store room, facing
Railroad avenue. Messrs. W.T. Tuff and Leroy E. Tuff have bought of Mrs. Carrie Messick
theMcShane lot onMain street. Col. A.W. Sisk has a force ofmen atwork finishing up three
houses hehas built and rebuilt. Frompresent indications our carpenterswill have a very busy
year.

FROM THE DENTON JOURNAL, FEBRUARY 7, 1914
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Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC
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