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Shrove TueSday Pancake SuPPer
The annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper was a great success again this year, bringing in 
$861 for the Women of  Bethesda. Although the Women oversee the supper, it involved the 
entire church: with the TGIT kids and youth serving, men in the kitchen, Outreach and Pastor 
mingling and inviting visitors to church, and History and Archives making table cards telling 
people about Bethesda, it was a wonderful affair! The supper also saw the inauguration of  the 
newly renovated kitchen – and the facility passed muster! Thanks to everyone for the donations 
of  food and those attending.

Judy Noel
WOB President

you Will hear the Trumpet Sound, To Wake the nations underground!

Shirley Pryor supervises the cooking staff  as they give the 
new kitchen a trial run! From left: Chris Farnell, Eris 
Rima, Kay Fairbank, Carol Miller, and Pryor.

Our awesome serving staff, from left: Taylor VandeVisser, Madison 
Edwards, Frank Ashley, Hunter Guerra, Cristina Guerra, and 
Kendall Clough.

Joyce Cohee takes donations at the front desk.

Shirley Bennett and Isabel Brannock serve up pancakes.

Shirley Bennett (left) and Isabel Brannock serve pancakes.



Weekly Income cIrcle of concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
The Pines
610 Dutchmans Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

It takes approximately $1,450 to maintain Bethesda per 
week. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
Feb. 3 48 $268 $592 $860
Feb. 10 43 $432 $944 $1,376
Feb. 17 55 $436 $1,067 $1,503
Feb. 24 43 $528 $547 $1,075

Min Required Income (4 weeks): $5,800

Actual Income: $4,800

Yearly Avg Att: 51

Yearly Per Capita Income: $22.96

from your PaSTor
Spring will soon be upon us. The first 
flowers will slowly edge out of  the cold 
ground and bloom. Trees will bud and 
new leaves will open. Color will begin 
to fill our world again. The air will smell 
and feel fresh. Not only will the vegeta-
tion blossom, but the birds will sing and 
fill the early morning hours with sweet 
melodies. As we ponder the spring, we 
are reminded of  the renewal and re-cre-
ation that is all around us. 

We must remember for the spring to 
come, there had to be a fall when death 
occurred. The new creation cannot hap-
pen with the old still present. Likewise 
when we die to ourselves and begin to 
live in Christ, we are also made into a 
new creation.  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
reminds us:

Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself  through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of  reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the 

world to himself  in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he has committed to us 
the message of  reconciliation.  We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were mak-
ing his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of  God. 

This new creation could only happen 
through the death and resurrection of  
Christ. We are made new through the 
death of  a sinless person who loved us 
enough to take on our sins so that we 
don’t experience eternal death. We are 
Easter people!

It is my hope that this spring you are 
reminded of  the beautiful creation you 
are. May you be as the flowers blooming 
and the birds singing, announcing God’s 
gift of  new life. May we be fragrant in 
declaring God’s goodness and mercy in 
our own lives because we are reconciled 
people.

Pastor Karen

This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away 

our sins. 

~1 John 4:10  (New Living Translation)~

• The Activities Committee will be plac-
ing lilies on the altar for Easter Sunday. 
Lilies can be purchased for $7.50 apiece 
and can be in memory or in honor of  a 
loved one. Contact Kay Fairbank, Helen 
Fletcher, Shirley Bennett or Donna Lane 
by March 20.

• The Women of  Bethesda are sponsor-
ing a soup sale on Friday, March 15 from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Available will be 
vegetable beef  soup (by the bowl, pint 
or quart), hot dogs, grilled cheese, soda, 
and dessert.

John Legates
505 Academy St.
Cambridge, MD 21613
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Bethesda is in the process of  updat-
ing the church mission statement. In 
keeping with that goal, Rev. Handy 
invites all who are interested in help-
ing with that process to take part in 
a series of  meetings across the next 
three months. The group will meet to 
draft the new statement after church 
on March 17, April 21, and May 19.

mISSIon STaTemenT 
meeTInGS

neWS BrIefS



The newly created Evangelism Committee met for the first 
time February 6. The committee was established to find new 
ways for Bethesda to reach out to the Preston community. 
There was general agreement at the meeting that the Mis-
sions and Outreach Committee, Women of  Bethesda, and 
other committees of  the church, would prioritize seeking out 
ways to reach out to the immediate community. Representa-
tives from those groups would bring their ideas to the next 
Evangelism meeting, which will take place March 13 at 6:30 
pm. The committee also discussed what rules and regulations 
should be put in place to help protect and enable Bethesda 
as we engage more fully with the community. Finally, the 
committee discussed policies that would ensure Bethesda’s 
financial well-being for future generations.
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evanGelISm commITTee rePorT
On February 23, 2013, there was a combined SPRC meet-
ing with Trinity UMC and Brookview UMC. A motion 
was made that the ministry team of  Rev. Handy and Mr. 
Simmons would begin a two-week schedule at each respec-
tive church, to be rotated throughout the year. The motion 
passed unanimously. An example of  how this would work is 
that Rev. Handy would be at Bethesda for two straight weeks 
while Mr. Simmons would be at Brookview and Trinity. The 
following two weeks there would be a switch where Mr. 
Simmons would be at Bethesda and Rev. Handy would be at 
Brookview and Trinity. This new schedule is to commence 
on April 7. Details of  who will be at what church on that 
date have not yet been determined. Special arrangements for 
certain events/holidays will be made in the future.

Rev. Mark Palmer (1947-1999) was an as-
sociate pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in Wilm-
ington, Delaware. The reprinted letter below 
is another in the running series of  newsletter 
articles Palmer wrote during his battle with 
cancer. By happenstance, our reprint of  Letter 
Six intersects with Lent and Easter this year. It 
is perhaps Providential, then, that here Palmer 
takes us through one of  his darkest times, and 
finds in that experience renewed trust and faith 
– surely the central theme of  this season of  the 
year.

Letter Six

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

So much has happened since I last wrote 
an article that I think it is about impos-
sible to relate all that has gone on with 
me and my family in the past month 
and a half. As most of  you know I had 
a bowel obstruction, caused by scar tis-
sue, that put me in Graduate Hospital 
[in Philadelphia, now closed – Ed.] for 
two weeks. Thank God the doctors were 
able to resolve the obstruction without 
surgery. During that time my blood 

counts also dropped to dangerously low 
levels. In a conversation with my on-
cologist after my hospitalization, it was 
determined that the taxol I was receiv-
ing at the National Cancer Institute was 
too hard on my bone marrow, and so I 
have stopped treatment with them, and 
have resumed treatment with Dr. Glover, 
using chemotherapy that has been less 
of  an impact on my bone marrow. While 
all of  this was happening I also went on 
disability leave on March 1 [1998].

After all of  this I told Jane that I will 
need a couple of  weeks just to catch 
up with myself. There have been some 
dark times during this journey that have 
stretched me at the point of  my trust. 
But in reality, when suffering comes, 
trust in God’s often incomprehensible 
purpose is all that we have to lean on. In 
those moments I keep telling myself  that 
I am caught up in a mystery in which 
God is very involved, even if  I don’t 
experience God in a very direct way. I 
trust that God, when the time is right, 

The leTTerS of rev. mark W. Palmer
will reveal to me what I need to see even 
though I can’t seem to grasp it right now. 
I take comfort in Daniel 2:22 where 
it says, “God reveals deep mysteries; 
he knows what lies in darkness.” An-
other encouragement has come to me in 
through [sic] the words of  Henri Nou-
wen. They are words that also expand 
my trust. He says, “You must believe in 
the yes that comes back when you ask 
God, ‘do you love me?’ You must choose 
this yes even when you don’t experience 
it.” To me these words are an invitation 
to exercise faith and trust particularly 
when the experiential evidence of  God’s 
love seems lacking. The love is still there. 
It is just hidden in a way that makes 
it harder to [comprehend] it. But the 
bottom line is that God’s love for us is 
always there. I share these words with 
any of  you who also may be caught in 
a dark time. They are times in which we 
are being invited to expand our trust.

Grace & Peace,

Mark Palmer

SPrc neWS



BeTheSda hISTory noTeS
Minutes of the second quarterly confference [sic] of Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington annual confference 
[sic], held at Bethlehem Sep. 11th 1875, Rev. Jas. M. Williams, P.E.1  in the chair. After devotional exercises on motion 
S.H. Melson was elected secretary.

The roll was called (see roll2).
No reports from committees.
No complaints, No appeals.
Pastor’s report received and placed on file.3

What amt. has been colected [sic] for the support of the ministry, and how applied:

 collected   applied
Federalsburg $48. 25  
Friendship 25. 00 P. E. $15. 00
St. Paul’s 20. 00 P. in Charge4 118. 85
Preston 30. 00 J.P.5 35. 00
Harmony 23. 00 
Bethlehem 22. 60                                               
 $168. 85  $168. 85

amount apportioned for Benevolent Collections: missionary, $130; worn out preachers, $40; Ch. Extenn., $25; Freedms. 
Aid, $18; Conff. Acady., $10; Episl. fund,6 $12.

No change in board of stewards.

Bro. George Young was recommended for License to preach. After a carful [sic] hearing of the case the conff. [sic] de-
clined to grant the license for the present.

The General rules have been read.

When & where shall the next quar. Meeting be held? Ans[wer:] at Harmony Sunday and Monday the 28th & 29th of 
Nov. quarterly conff. [sic] to be held on Monday after 10 o’clock service.

The minutes were read & approved. On motion the conff. [sic] adjourned with Benediction by 
Bro. O’Niell [sic].  Jas. M Williams, P.E.
S.H. Melson, Sec.
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1 - That is, Presiding Elder.
2 -  It is missing.
3 - It is missing.
4 - That is, Preacher in Charge.
5 - That is, Junior Preacher.
6 - That is, Church Extension, 
Freedmen’s Aid, Conference 
Academy, and, presumably, Epis-
copal Fund, respectively.

This month we present the second installment of  
a transcription of  Rev. Mark Farnell’s Home-
coming sermon, “Four Words.” The service, 
which celebrated Bethesda’s 227th anniversary, 
took place on October 21, 2012, with nearly 
100 congregants in attendance. Rev. Farnell 
served as Bethesda’s pastor from 1998 through 
2004. 

“Four Words”
Rev. Mark Farnell 
Part II

The big difference between happiness 
and joy: joy – watch this – joy is the 

inward assurance or confidence that God 
anchors us in the midst of  storms. In the 
midst of  the change, if  you will, joy is 
that one thing that will anchor you with 
the confident assurance inside your heart 
that, no matter what, God will see you 
through, that we cannot be separated 
from the love of  God. And these things 
that Paul’s talking about are not imagi-
nary things, they’re for real, are they not? 
Say amen. [Congregation responds, “Amen.”] 
They are for real. They’re not imaginary. 
So Paul is trying to tell us about the first 
thing I want to bring up this morning: 

God’s promises. There’s absolutely noth-
ing that can separate us from the things 
that are going on around us. There’s 
absolutely nothing that can separate us 
from the love of  God found in Jesus 
Christ if  there’s an inner battle. There’s 
absolutely nothing in this world that can 
separate us from the love of  God found 
in Jesus Christ when we’re persecuted, 
or when we’re going through famine, or 
we’re going through peril, knowing these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loves us. We cannot 
be separated from the love of  God. Yes, 

reverend farnell’S homecomInG Sermon, ParT TWo

Notes:



reverend farnell’S homecomInG Sermon, ParT TWo
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there are circumstances in our lives that 
can bring us down. But I’m here to tell 
you that there’s a God that can take a 
circumstance and turn it around. God 
can prevail, God can make us conquer-
ors, and God will see us through. Why? 
Because when Pastor Karen was read-
ing from John the fourteenth chapter, 
it said, “I will not leave you orphaned.” 
Here in Romans 8 it says, “If  God is for 
us, who can be against us?” That’s the 
character of  God. God has his prom-
ises, and he keeps his promises to us. So 
the first thing: in the midst of  change, 
is God with us? The answer is yes, God 
has made promises to us, all through-
out the scriptures, as well as he’s made 
them to us this morning here in Preston, 
Maryland – two hundred and twenty-
seven years of  history. And through it all 
– through it all – he has kept his prom-
ises. There is nothing in this world that 
can separate us from the love of  God 
found in Jesus Christ. That is how much 
he loves each and every one of  you. Are 
you with me so far? [Congregation responds 
wanly.] Are you with me church?! [Con-
gregation responds, “Yes!”] God has these 
promises for us.

And the second thing from the scrip-
tures: we can see that God provides 
Providence. He makes promises, and 
he has Providence for us. The word 
Providence actually is a two-parter: 
“pro” means “before,” the second part 
of  the word is “video,” it’s where we got 
our word video, “to see.” To see what 
is happening before it even happens. So 
you hear the word “provide” and “Provi-
dence”: God is providing for us before-
hand those things that are happening, 
no matter what it may be. God is in the 
providing mode. God is in the providing 
business. He hears our prayers, he works 

on our behalf, even when we feel like he’s 
a million miles away. God makes promis-
es, and God provides. Those are the two 
points I want to pull this morning from 
the scripture as we celebrate 227 years. 

Case in point: gentleman gets ship-
wrecked, he finds a deserted island. A 
few of  his belongings float up on the 
beach and he builds a hut. He provides 
himself  shelter, he goes around collect-
ing food some items on the island that 
he knows are safe to eat, in the midst of  
this peril. So he brings his belongings 
inside so the weather and the rain and 
the wind will not mess up his belongings. 
One morning he gets up and goes to the 
other side of  the island. On his way back 
he looks up at the sky and he sees a big 
cloud of  smoke. And he’s thinking, “Oh 
no!” So he runs back and he sees that his 
hut and all of  his belongings and all of  
the food that he had gathered have gone 
up in smoke. They were burned up. He 
is banging his fist on the beach while he 
sees his things go up in flames: “God, 
why are you doing this to me? Why is this 
happening to me? I don’t understand. I’m 
shipwrecked, and I want to get off  this 
island. Is it too much to ask?” He cries 
himself  to sleep on the beach. No blan-
kets, no covers, no nothing. He shivers 
himself  to sleep that night right on the 
beach, as the waves are crashing, and the 
sound of  that is behind him all evening 
long. He wakes up the next morning to 
a tap on the shoulder, and spins around 
really quick, and there are two gentlemen 
standing there waiting for him. And he 
says, “Good grief, how in the world did 
you know I was here on this beach?” 
They said, “Well it was easy. There was 
the smoke signal that you sent up last 
night, to rescue you, right?” When we 
think God is not moving, he is. He has 

promises for us, things that cannot sepa-
rate us from his love for us. Yes, there 
are tribulations. Yes there is distress. Yes, 
there are times of  change: and those 
images of  change, the tribulation, and 
distress, and persecution, and famine, and 
nakedness, and peril, and even the sword, 
it said. Those things do challenge us. And 
they will continue to challenge us. Un-
fortunately I wish I could say today there 
will be no more persecution or distress or 
tribulation. I wish I could say that today, 
but I can’t. I wish I could, but I can’t. 
But I want you to know this today. Even 
in the midst of  God’s promises, he said, 
“I will not leave you orphaned.” In the 
midst of  God’s promises, he says that “I 
will never leave you nor foresake you.” In 
the midst of  God’s promises, he says, “If  
I am for you, who can be against you? 
There is absolutely nothing in this world, 
my child, that could separate you from 
my love that I have for you. It is greater 
than you can ever imagine. 

So even in the midst of  change, and the 
things that are going on in the world, 
we can understand today that God has 
a promise for us and he will love us and 
somehow, some way, see us through. 
Even when we think everything is gone, 
there’ll still be a smoke signal that goes 
into the sky, ladies and gentlemen, 
where somebody will be used by God 
for the rescue. God is always working 
and providing. He’s always working and 
he’s always providing. Every day, every 
moment, God is putting another piece 
of  the puzzle together on our behalf. 
Sometimes we don’t understand it, some-
times it leaves us confused, sometimes 
we’re asking questions, you know, about 
the Lord. 

Our transcription of  Rev. Farnell’s sermon will 
conclude in next month’s issue. 

Happy Easter !



o Sacred head, noW Wounded
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
translated from a medieval Latin text by J.W. Alexander (1804-1859)

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief  and shame weighed 
down,
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown;
How pale Thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish, which once was bright as morn!

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered, was all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve Thy place;
Look on me with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace.

Men mock and taunt and jeer Thee, Thou noble countenance,
Though mighty worlds shall fear Thee and flee before Thy 
glance.
How art thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How doth Thy visage languish that once was bright as morn!

Now from Thy cheeks has vanished their color once so fair;
From Thy red lips is banished the splendor that was there.
Grim death, with cruel rigor, hath robbed Thee of  Thy life;
Thus Thou hast lost Thy vigor, Thy strength in this sad strife.

My burden in Thy Passion, Lord, Thou hast borne for me,
For it was my transgression which brought this woe on Thee.
I cast me down before Thee, wrath were my rightful lot;
Have mercy, I implore Thee; Redeemer, spurn me not!

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever, and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.

My Shepherd, now receive me; my Guardian, own me Thine.
Great blessings Thou didst give me, O source of  gifts divine.
Thy lips have often fed me with words of  truth and love;
Thy Spirit oft hath led me to heavenly joys above.

Here I will stand beside Thee, from Thee I will not part;
O Savior, do not chide me! When breaks Thy loving heart,
When soul and body languish in death’s cold, cruel grasp,
Then, in Thy deepest anguish, Thee in mine arms I’ll clasp.

The joy can never be spoken, above all joys beside,
When in Thy body broken I thus with safety hide.
O Lord of  Life, desiring Thy glory now to see,
Beside Thy cross expiring, I’d breathe my soul to Thee.

My Savior, be Thou near me when death is at my door;
Then let Thy presence cheer me, forsake me nevermore!
When soul and body languish, oh, leave me not alone,
But take away mine anguish by virtue of  Thine own!

Be Thou my consolation, my shield when I must die;
Remind me of  Thy passion when my last hour draws nigh.
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, upon Thy cross shall dwell,
My heart by faith enfolds Thee. Who dieth thus dies well.
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Hymn of  Promise

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of  winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future, what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt, there is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992)

Homemade 
Easter Eggs

(8 oz.)

$4.00 each

To place an order call
the Church Office

410-673-7107

Profits from this year’s fundraiser will go to
Talbot Special Riders

Mid-Shore Challengers, Inc.

Immanuel 

Lutheran Church 

of  Preston 

(WINGS)

Flavors:
Peanut Butter
Butter Cream
Coconut
Cherry Nut



2013 BudGeT aPProved
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On February 20th the Administration Council approved the 2013 church budget, which can be found below. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the Finance Committee members for their hard work and long hours in preparing this budget, 
and the congregation for its generosity in supporting the budget with their donations.

Isabel Brannock
Chair, Finance Committee

A. CHURCH BUILDING
 1.   Heating Fuel  $10,000
 2.   Electricity      3,000
 3.   Insurance      6,000
 4.   Janitorial Services      1,400
 5.   Water/Sewer         550
 6.   Pest Control           15
 7.   Repairs & Maintenance (heat & air)      2,000
      Sub Total:  $22,965

B.    PARSONAGE
 1.    Heating Fuel      1,000
 2.    Electricity         300
 3.    Water/Sewer        550
      Sub Total:   $ 1,850

C.  FAIRMOUNT CEMETERY 
 1.  Donation                500                   
   Sub Total:   $    500 
                           
D. PROGRAMS
 1.   Conference Apportionment      8,195
 2.   District Office         410
 3.   Special Programs      1,000
 4.   Worship - Choir                                                    350
 5.   History/Archive      1,000
 6.   Christian Education      2,000 
   a.  TGIT Meals
   b.  TGIT Curriculum  
   c.   Other Education Expenses
       Sub Total:  $12,955     
 E.PARISH
 1.   Postage & Office Supplies         900
 2.   Telephone  1,000
 3.   Office Equipment & Repairs                                 1,000
  a.  Copier Maintenance
    Sub Total:  $  2,900
F.  STAFF     
 1.  Music Director      5,300
 2.  Substitute Organist         300
 3.  Pastor 
   a.  Salary    24,273  
   b.  Travel/Education 
      Sub Total:  $29,873

G.   MISCELLANEOUS      1,500
      Sub Total:   $  1,500
                 
       GRAND TOTAL:  $72,543



P.o. Box 147
PreSTon, md 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC
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