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As many of  you are already aware, on July 1 
Bethesda will join officially with Brookview 
and Trinity (East New Market) United Meth-
odist Churches to form a brand new circuit, 
the Brookview – East New Market – Preston 
Circuit. This development will mean a few 
changes in our worship schedule, since all three 
churches will share the same ministry team of  
George Simmons and myself.

Due to the worship time of  each church, each 
has been asked to work together to allow for 
less interruption of  services and more effective-
ness of  the ministry team. With this in mind, 
starting on July 1 Bethesda will begin Sunday 
morning worship at 10:15 am. This slightly 
later time will allow the preacher to be pres-
ent for the entire service, except on the second 
Sunday of  each month (I will be preaching on 
that Sunday, and arriving after the service has 
started will allow me to preach at Brookview 
before I come to Bethesda). Thus, worship will 
follow the following pattern in months with 
four Sundays:

Week 1: Handy will preach; Communion will 
take place.
Week 2: Handy will preach, but will arrive at 
approximately 10:30 am, with service in prog-
ress.
Week 3: Handy will preach.
Week 4: Simmons will preach.

In months where there are five Sundays, we will 
repeat the schedule for week 4, with George 
preaching.

We will begin this new worship rotation on 
Sunday, July 1, but July’s schedule will differ 

from that described above so that I have a 
couple weeks to get to know the congrega-
tions of  Trinity and Brookview, as I have 
done with you in June. Therefore, George will 
be preaching for the first time at Bethesda 
on July 1. Per the schedule above, he will 
normally be preaching on the fourth Sunday 
each month, and any fifth Sunday that occurs. 
This month he will be preaching on the first 
and fifth Sundays of  the month. For my part, 
I will be arriving while service is in progress 
on the third Sunday rather than the second. 
In August, we will settle fully into the new 
rotation. 

Along with sharing preaching duties, George 
and I will also handle hospital and home 
visitation together. If  you have need of  us, 
please give me a call at 302-245-4221, George 
at 443-786-1874, or the Bethesda church of-
fice at 410-673-7538. We will be sure to be in 
touch.

If  you have questions about the new worship 
schedule, please feel free to call me, or speak 
to one of  the members of  the SPRC (Staff  
Parish Relations Committee). This transition 
will be different for many of  you, and I ask 
for your patience and mercy as we all adjust 
to the new schedule and arrangement. This 
church has been very welcoming to George 
and me, and we look forward to where God 
will lead us all. 

Pastor Karen

New worship schedule begins Sunday, July 1

Save the date! 
The Peach Festival 

is scheduled for 
Saturday, August 

11, from 9 am to 2 pm.

Now that we are settled in - more or less - in 
Blacksburg, we can take time to thank each 
and every one of  you for a fantastic final Sun-
day. We were overwhelmed by your generosity 
with your gifts. More important, we cherish 
our time in Preston and cherish each of  you.

Grace and peace,
Bill & Joy Cruikshank



Lay Leader’s Pulpit
I attended the 228th Peninsula-Delaware 
Annual Conference at UMES on June 
7-9, 2012. This year’s theme was “New 
Faces, New Places.” Rev. Adam Hamil-
ton was the teacher for the conference. 
He pastors the United Methodist Church 
of  the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. 
He was an United Methodist minister 
when he felt the call to start his own 
church. His conference agreed, but only 
gave him $3000 to start this venture. He 
started having services in the chapel of  
a funeral home. His starting attendance 
was four, now it has grown to 18,000. 
In his teaching he shared principles that 
helps small churches grow. His teaching 
was tailored toward the small churches 
in this particular conference. One of  
the things he stressed was teamwork. 
The minister by him or herself  cannot 
do the work of  the church and certainly 
cannot help it grow. He stressed that a 
church should have a mission statement 
that comes from its vision. The mission 
statement should be very simple, per-
haps one sentence: a statement that can 
be memorized. 

Resolutions were passed. Some in-
cluded increasing the minimum salary 
of  pastors by 4%. Resolution 6 gives 
churches the ability to prohibit smoking 
not only in churches, but also on church 
grounds. After debate, an amendment 
was added to give churches the option 
to put the prohibition aside to accomo-
date self-help and rehab groups. A new 
Safe Sanctuaries policy was passed. One 
change from the past policy is compli-
ance assessments that each church has 
to complete and include in their charge 
conference report. This is vitally im-
portant because the bishop has multiple 
lawsuits on her desk. Membership con-
tinues to decrease in the conference, but 
there was an increase in the number of  
adults attending classes. That same pat-
tern also applied to the Easton District.    

Thank you for allowing me to be your 
Lay Delegate.  If  you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to ask.

Chris Farnell
Lay Leader

Weekly Income

Circle of  Concern
Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Tharon Harrington
500 S. Dupont Blvd
Milford, DE 19963

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

At Nursing Homes:

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in subscriptions 
to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported relative to that figure, with 
a breakdown of  subscription versus general plate income.

Date Attendance Plate Pledge Total
June 3 $495 $1031 $1526
June 10 $395 $730 $1125
June 17 $294 $699 $993
June 24 $269 $652 $921

Minimum Expected Income (4 weeks): $3660

Actual Income: $4565

Average Attendance: 55
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Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if  
we do not give up.
~Galatians 6:9~

“Four score and seven years ago our fa-
thers brought forth on this continent a 
new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedi-
cated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal. Now we are engaged in a 
great civil war, testing whether that na-
tion, or any nation, so conceived and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on 
a great battle-field of  that war. We have 
come to dedicate a portion of  that field, 
as a final resting place for those who here 
gave their lives that that nation might live. 
It is altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this. But, in a larger sense, we 
can not dedicate, we can not consecrate, 
we can not hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled here, 
have consecrated it, far above our poor 
power to add or detract. The world will 
little note, nor long remember what we 
say here, but it can never forget what they 
did here. It is for us the living, rather, to 
be dedicated here to the unfinished work 
which they who fought here have thus far 
so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be 
here dedicated to the great task remaining 
before us—that from these honored dead 
we take increased devotion to that cause 
for which they gave the last full measure 
of  devotion—that we here highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in 
vain—that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of  freedom—and that 
government of  the people, by the people, 
for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.”

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), “Gettys-
burg Address” (November 19, 1863)



Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629
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Welcome Luncheon Photos, June 3

Rev. Karen Handy and her family pose at the welcome luncheon.

Cake welcoming Rev. Handy and Mr. Simmons.

Thank You:
My family and I would like to thank you all for such a wonderful welcome. 
We feel blessed to be joining you in ministry and serving at Bethesda United 
Methodist Church. The luncheon that you prepared was so beautiful to us all.

Sincerely,

Pastor Karen, Chris, Christian, Collin, Chase and Carolyn Handy

From Your Pastor
It is hard to believe that June has 
already come and gone. If  you are like 
me, it seems that time flies by faster and 
faster. I blink and there goes another 
month! In this crazy fast paced world 
that we live in, what are we as Christian 
believers to do? 

One of  the greatest gifts that God 
has given to us is the Sabbath. God 
himself  modeled it for us as rest was 
taken on the seventh day of  creation. 
God went further to command us 
“but the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God” (Exodus 20:10). 
This is time for rest and refreshing. 
It is more than just rest however. It is 
a time to reconnect with God. It is a 
time for our weary souls to be replen-
ished. When we become so involved in 
activities, even good ones, we not only 
deplete ourselves physically and emo-
tionally, but spiritually as well. Some 
will describe the experience as feeling 
“dryness” in their spiritual life. This is 
not permanent. We can find relief  from 

this parched feeling. We need to quieten 
ourselves, find rest, and draw closer 
to God. This is what the Sabbath is all 
about! 

You may not be able to go away for 
a long period of  time, but make time 
each week. For many of  us, we must be 
purposeful for this to happen. Dur-
ing this time reduce your distractions 
(i.e. turn off  your cell phone, find a 
quiet place, stop work, etc.) and open 
yourself  to God. Take time to “smell 
the roses” and open your eyes to God’s 
presence all around you. Read some 
scriptures and reflect on how God is 
speaking to you through them. You may 
want to sing songs of  praise and pour 
out your heart through prayer. 

Summer is a time of  fun and play. 
Won’t you give your soul what it craves 
so much?  May you find a renewed 
strength and closeness with your God 
this summer.

Pastor Karen
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The Brookview – East New Market – Preston Circuit
On July 1, a little history will be made 
when Bethesda joins with Trinity UMC, 
in East New Market, and Brookview 
UMC to form the Brookview-East 
New Market-Preston Circuit. Although 
Bethesda shared a minister with Grove 
UMC until the latter closed in the mid-
1990s, it has been several decades since 
our church was part of  a full-fledged 
circuit. Perhaps the most striking ele-
ment of  this new circuit is that it crosses 
county lines, with Bethesda being situ-
ated in Caroline, and Brookview and 
Trinity being located in Dorchester. Al-
though it has been the recent custom of  
the Methodist church to group circuits 
according to existing political boundar-
ies, it is important to remember that 
in the early days of  Methodism on the 
Eastern Shore, running into the period 
after the Civil War, circuits often covered 
vast distances. Although there were both 
Caroline and Dorchester circuits, Bethes-
da bounced between them regularly, 
despite political boundaries. From about 
1850 to 1870, for instance, Bethesda 
was managed by the Dorchester circuit, 
and, indeed, many records surviving 
from that circuit relate to the affairs of  
Bethesda in that period. Thus in 2012 we 
turn our eyes southward again.

In order to familiarize members of  
Bethesda’s congregation with its new fel-
low churches, here are some facts about 
both:

Trinity UMC stands on Maryland 
Route 16, at the end of  East New 
Market’s Main Street. It is, like Bethesda, 
a very old congregation, tracing its roots 
perhaps into the 1760s or 1770s. It is 
believed that East New Market was the 
seat of  the Dorchester Circuit when 
it was formed in 1780. It is unknown 
when the first church structure appeared 
there – although there was at least one 
present by the 1820s – but the existing 
church dates to 1848. This construction 
follows the regular pattern for churches 
within early Methodism: like Bethesda, 
an existing, probably frame, structure 
gave way to a more substantial, grander 
building. Part of  this structure was a 
balcony that was probably used by black 
congregants. The church was substan-
tially modernized and renovated into 
its present form in 1904, and, again like 
Bethesda, in the 1950s an educational 
wing was added. In the last fifty years, 
Trinity has been the seat of  a circuit 
comprising several churches, including 
Brookview, serving a wide area in north-
ern Dorchester.

Brookview UMC stands on the north 
side of  Maryland Route 14, just east of  
Rhodesdale. This church comes from 
a very different, and often overlooked, 
historical tradition – Methodist Prot-
estantism. The Methodist Protestant 
church was an offshoot of  the original 
Methodist movement, which was known 
as Methodist Episcopalism (the alle-
giance of  a particular church can usu-
ally be determined by the initials used 
in documents after its name: “M.E.” 
for Methodist Episcopal, “M.P.” for 
Methodist Protestant). The Method-
ist Protestant Church was founded in 
1828, and differed from its counterpart 
in organization rather than in theology. 
That is, M.P. churches were “congre-
gational” in nature, and thus governed 
themselves from within rather than rely-
ing on the system of  clergy and bishops 
that administered the M.E. church. It 
is partially due to the Methodist Prot-
estant movement that today one can 
find several United Methodist churches 
located very close to each other, as dif-

ferences within one congregation led to 
splinter groups departing and establish-
ing new churches close by the old ones. 
In 1939, many wings of  Methodism, 
including most Methodist Protestant 
churches, remerged, beginning the pro-
cess of  creating what is now the United 
Methodist Church. Not much informa-
tion is available about the founding of  
Brookview. Before the present structure, 
an earlier church stood across the road 
on property deeded in 1878. It’s possible, 
then, that Brookview was an early M.P. 
church (unlike neighboring Eldorado 
Church, which was also M.P. but broke 
away from Wesley M.E. Church due to 
political infighting in 1898). The current 
Brookview church was built in 1884, 
after its predecessor burnt. It was reno-
vated extensively in 1932 and 1945.

Trinity United Methodist Church, East New Market, MD

Brookview United Methodist Church, Brokview, MD

Special thanks to Buster 
Lord for taking over care 
of  the flowerbeds in front 
of  the church. His work is 
much appreciated!
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Bethesda History Notes

1 - That is, Doctor of  Divinity.

2 - Probably John W. Brown (born ca. 
1828), a very wealthy farmer from Fed-
eralsburg.

3 - Dean – his first name is spelled “She-
drach” in the 1880 census – was born 

ca. 1831 and was a farmer in the fifth 
district.

4 - Samuel H. Melson (born ca. 1837) 
was a farmer who lived at Harmony.

5 - This reference to John Nichols sheds 
light on the date of  his death, which has 

been heretofore unknown. The “of  
?” here is a curiosity: it seems unlikely 
Conway or his colleagues would not 
have known where Nichols lived.

Minutes of the third quarterly conference of Federalsburg Circuit, Dover district, Wilmington Annual 
Conference held at Friendship Nov. the first 1873 Rev. W. Kenney D.D.1 Presiding Elder, in the chair. After 
devotional exercises on motion B.H. Conway was appointed Secretary. 
Rollcall. Those were present: J.T. VanBurkalow, J.W. Poole, J.L. Kenney, B.H. Conway, A.C. Patchet 
[sic], Mathew [sic] Patton, J.W. Brown,2 J.W. Harris, Jos. W. Noble, Shadrick Dean,3 P.D. Taylor, S.H. 
Melson,4 Francis Nichols. There were no committees appointed, No complaints, No appeals. Pastor’s report 
received and adopted (see report). There has been collected for ministerial support at: 

   Distribution 
Federalsburg 56.30 Preacher in Charge 109.65 
Friendship 36.85 Assistant 38.00 
St. Paul’s 12.50                      Presiding Elder 15.00 
Preston 25.00   $162.65 
Harmony 14.00 
Bethlehem 18.00 
 Total $162.65 
For the boards of Stewards Sam’l. H. Melson was elected to fill the place of John Nichols (of ?) deceased.5 
Licensed to preach, none. The fourth quarterly meeting shall be held at Preston on Sunday and Monday the 
8th & 9th of February 1874. The minutes were read and approved. On motion the conference adjourned with 
benediction by J.T. VanBurkalow. 
B.H. Conway, Sec.Wesley Kenney, PE 
Coppied [sic] By S.H. Melson

Obituary: Rev. Robert G. Kelly
The Rev. Robert Granville Kelly, 74, 
of  Bear, Del., went home to be with 
his Lord on Tuesday, June 12, 2012, at 
Christiana Hospital, Newark, Del.

Born in Marydel, Md., on Dec. 6, 1937, 
he was a son of  the late Granville Riley 
and the late Dorothy (Bowdle) Kelly. 
He was a 1955 graduate of  Valley Forge 
Military Academy, a 1960 graduate of  
Lincoln University and a 1965 gradu-
ate of  Crozer Theological Seminary in 
Chester, Pa. The Rev. Kelly was a retired 
United Methodist minister, serving 36 
years in the Peninsula Conference. His 
Lord and family came first then horses, 
computers, reading and talking with 
whomever was at hand, making friends 

out of  complete strangers.

Survivors include his wife of  53 years 
minus one day, Ann B. Kelly; his chil-
dren, Robert G. Kelly II (Terri), Andrew 
W. Kelly (Janet), The Favorite Katie 
Cathleen Sinclair (Kevin) and Benjamin 
B. Kelly (Bridget); one sister, Dottie 
“Kelly” Price (Wally); 13 grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren with one more 
on the way in September; and his dog, 
Coco. In addition to his parents, he was 
also preceded in death by a grandson, 
Thomas J. Kelly; a sister, Christine K. 
Smith; and his childhood pony, Champ.

A graduation to glory celebration will be 
held at the convenience of  the family. 
In lieu of  flowers, memorial donations 

may be made to Valley Forge Military 
Academy, Sunday Breakfast Mission, 
Teen Challenge or Greensboro Maryland 
Historical Society, all in care of  Crouch 
Funeral Home PA, 127 S. Main St., 
North East, Md. 21901.

The Kelly family would like to thank 
all the doctors, nurses and staff  in the 
MICU and 5E at Christiana Hospital for 
their tender compassionate care of  Bob 
and his family.

Editor’s Note: Rev. Kelly served at Bethesda in 
1978-1979. He was a very generous man who 
interviewed with me twice about his short term 
in Preston. He will be much missed.



P.O. Box 147
Preston, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!
“Like” us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC
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