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Sunday, May 13 was Rev. Cruikshank's final 
day with Bethesda. Bill preached a sermon, 
"For the Joy and Satisfaction that is 
Bethesda," reviewing the high points of his 
tenure and looking to our future under Rev. 
Karen Handy. At the end of the service there 
were several presentations to the Cruikshanks. 
District Superintendent Gary Moore delivered 
a Certificate of Appreciation from Bishop 
Peggy A. Johnson, with the following text: 
"The Easton District of the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference expresses its deepest 
appreciation to Rev. William Cruikshank for 
his faithful service as an interim pastor, who 
served the Lord to the people of the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. He brought a profound 
engagement of the Gospel to all people 
through his life and lively preaching. It is, 
therefore, my privilege as a Bishop of The 
United Methodist Church to present you with 
this certificate." Speaking for himself, Rev. 
Moore said, "Alot of folks come to the 
Easton District to play and retire. Bill and Joy 
came to enjoy life and to serve, and there are 
so many churches across this district where he 
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has been an interim, supply pastor. They have 
really brought a profound change, and a 
blessing of the Lord, and it's the least I can 
do, in behalf of all the superintendents who 
you've bailed out! Thank you very much. You 
guys are the most valuable people we've got!" 
Two presentations from the church followed. 
Administrative Board President Dennis Baker 
gave the Cruikshanks a card of thanks and 
small sum of money from the congregation 
"with our gratitude, appreciation, and 
respect...to help you on your way." Church 
Historian Eric Cheezum presented a framed, 
official portrait of Rev. Cruikshank taken at 
Homecoming in October 2011. "I think it's 
important to commemorate Bill's pastorate 
here, which has been a great twenty-one 
months." A luncheon, sponsored by the 
Women of Bethesda, followed service, with 
Bill and Joy receiving more goodbye gifts. On 
May 15, the Cruikshanks relocated to 
Blacksburg, Virginia, where they will begin 
their second retirement. Their address there 
is: 714 McBryde Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060; 
Phone: 540-961-0843; email  
k2wc@verizon.net.

Unity-Washington UMC, Hurlock, presents:
"Two Christian Rock Bands, One Soloist, and a 

Fantastic Speaker" Christian Youth Event
North Dorchester High School, June 9, 2012 at 7pm

Featured Acts are bands "Calling Glory" and 
"Backburner," soloist Adam Lyburn, and speaker 

Pastor Adam Filbert
Tickets are $5 per person, and can be purchased by 

calling Pam Usilton at 443-205-5029

The Women of Bethesda are 
hosting a welcome luncheon for 
Rev. Karen Handy and Mr. George 
Simmons following service on 
Sunday, June 3rd. This will not be a 
covered dish so no one needs to 
bring anything. Please join us in 
meeting our new Pastoral Team!
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Weekly Income
Members and friends have committed $915 a week 
in subscriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is 
reported relative to that figure, with a breakdown 
of subscription versus general plate income.

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance PlatePlatePlatePlate PledgesPledgesPledgesPledges TotalTotalTotalTotal

May 6 47 $104 $610 $714

May 13 72 $532 $1032 $1,564

May 20 43 $353 $761 $1,114

May 27 ?? $397 $795 $1,192

Minimum Expected Income (4 weeks):  $3660
Actual Income: $4584
Average Attendance: 54

Circle of  Concern
Tharon Harrington
500 S. Dupont Blvd
Milford, DE 19963

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

At Nursing Homes

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

Always be joyful. Never Always be joyful. Never Always be joyful. Never Always be joyful. Never 
stop praying. Be thankful stop praying. Be thankful stop praying. Be thankful stop praying. Be thankful 
in all circumstances, for in all circumstances, for in all circumstances, for in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you this is God’s will for you this is God’s will for you this is God’s will for you 
who belong to Christ who belong to Christ who belong to Christ who belong to Christ 

Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. 

~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18~~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18~~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18~~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18~

Bob McConnell
520 Kerr Ave.
Denton, MD 21629

Pastor’s Message

There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under the heavens – 
Ecclesiastes 3:1(NIV)

As I sit here and reflect on this passage, I’m 
struck by the thought of a “new season” 
beginning at Bethseda United Methodist 
Church. I cannot tell you how excited I am 
to join you, and how I look forward to what 
God is going to do in this time we have 
together. In each season there are times of 
joy and times of sorrow. I look forward to 
sharing in your times of laughter and joy. We 
will have times to celebrate, sing, and dance. 
While it would be nice only to experience 
the good, we are living in a world that is dark 
and often concentrates on the negative. I 

anticipate walking with you in times that are 
hard or difficult, whatever they may be.   

In both the good and bad times, we are 
called to seek God’s wisdom and provision. 
Bethseda is part of something new in our 
conference. Not only do you have a new 
pastor, but you are part of a new circuit. 
There will be growing pains as well as 
celebrations. I hope that you will join me in 
praying for the church, the circuit, and your 
leadership. I count it a privilege to be 
serving you and to walk down the road of 
joys and sorrows with you. As such, I want 
my door to be open to you. To everything 
there is a season.

Pastor KarenPastor KarenPastor KarenPastor Karen

Preston Carnival Needs Cakes!

The Lions Club and Preston Fire 
Company have asked Bethesda to help 
supply cakes for the Carnival Cake Booth 
on Tuesday, June 19. Cakes of any kind 
are requested, including sheetcakes, 
brownies, cupcakes, pies, etc. If you can 
supply a cake, just bring it on the night, 
or call Diane Engle (673-7146) or Phyllis 
Frase (673-2237) for further details. All 
donations are deeply appreciated.

As part of its commitment to records 
retention and archiving within the 
conference, the History and Archives 
Committee recently donated $100 to the 
conference Commission on Archives and 
History, at Barratt's Chapel in Frederica, 
Delaware. Barb Duffin, Curator of 
Barratt's Chapel and Museum, recently 
wrote the following: "On behalf of the 
Commission on Archives and History for 
the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, I 
would like to thank the congregation of 
Bethesda UMC for the recent 
contribution towards our archiving 
projects. With contributions such as this 
we are hoping to be able to preserve the 
records of the United Methodist 
Churches within our conference. Thank 
you again for your contribution."

History & Archives

“If this is going to be a Christian nation that doesn't help the poor, either we 
have to pretend that Jesus was just as selfish as we are, or we've got to 
acknowledge that He commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy 
without condition and then admit that we just don't want to do it.”

Stephen Colbert (b. 1964)
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Scenes from TGIT

The weekly kitchen staff – from left: Shirley Pryor, Donna Lane, and Jean Wright 
– prepare cake and ice cream for Rev. Bill's goodbye party (May 10, 2012).

Rev. Bill gives his final lesson on May 10.

Jaynee Stevanus and Tom Cheezum compete to see who can walk slowest in sandals 
made during crafts (May 3, 2012).

Save the date! The Peach Festival is scheduled for Saturday, August 11, from 9 am to 2 pm. The History and Archives Committee is 
sponsoring a glassware dime pitch for the Peach Festival, and asks that anyone wishing to donate glassware get in touch with Eric 
Cheezum.

The Activities Committee will meet June 5 at 7 pm.

The Women of Bethesda will host their annual luncheon on June 26 at Suicide Bridge Restaurant. All women are invited. The group 
will meet at 11:30 am at Bethesda's parking lot to drive down to Secretary, and the luncheon will begin at noon.

Bethesda will again join with Immanuel Lutheran Church for Vacation Bible School this year, June 25 through June 29. More details 
will be available early in June. All questions should be directed to Eric Cheezum at ericacheezum@verizon.net, or 673-7661.

Mark Your 
Calendars!

Special Organist Donna Andrew and Special Speaker Russell Phillips pose for 
the camera after service, May 20.
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Farewell Rev. Bill & Joy Cruikshank

Bill receives the Bishop's certificate from Rev. Gary Moore.

Dennis Baker (far right) presents Bill and Joy with a card of appreciation. Joy shows off the gag "salad shooter" goodbye card she received from Donna Lane, in 
behalf of the Women of Bethesda. 

Atha Marie Willey Blades died at 
Caroline Nursing Home in Denton, 
MD on Saturday, May 26, 2012. She 
was 90. She was born on April 28, 
1922 near Vienna, MD the daughter 
of the late Joseph Tilden Willey and 
Ada Camilla Hughes Willey. Her 
husband of sixty years, Maurice 
Kenneth Blades died on November 
28, 1999. She was a poultry grower 
who loved flowers, gardening and 
baking rolls for her neighbors. She 

was a member of Bethesda United Methodist Church, having 
joined the church in April 1960. She is survived by two sons, 
Wayne M. Blades and his wife Vickie of Salisbury and Gary Dale 
Blades and his wife Barbara of Federalsburg; three 
grandchildren, Kimberly L. Jones, Lisa M. Townsend, Kelly L 
Howard; six great-grandchildren, Jordan Jones, Janna Jones, 
Lauren Howard, Meredith Howard, Jack Townsend and 
Samantha Townsend; two sisters-in-law Bertha Grunden and 
Josephine Willey and several nieces and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by siblings, Grace Hughes, Hazel Willey, 
Wilbur Willey, Leonard Willey, Lester Willey, Woodrow Willey, 
Carson Willey and Leroy Willey. Funeral services for her were 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 30, 2012 at Framptom 
Funeral Home, P. A. in Federalsburg with Rev. Denzil Cheek 
officiating. Interment followed in Junior Order Cemetery in 
Preston.

Obituary: Atha Blades
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Rev. Cruikshank’s Final Bethesda Sermon

“For the Joy and Satisfaction that is 
Bethesda”

The following is a transcription of Rev. 
Cruikshank’s final sermon at Bethesda, from 
Sunday, May 13, 2012.

I'm not going to preach a sermon in the 
normal way that we understand that word 
today, but what I want to do is to share 
with you my thoughts and feelings, as the 
title suggests, for the joy and satisfaction 
that is Bethesda. When I first arrived in 
your midst in August of 2010, I found a 
congregation that emotionally and 
spiritually was kind of on its back. You'd 
been through an unpleasant experience, 
and the congregation's get up and go at that 
point had kind of got up and went. And so, 
I got a sense that you were open to pastoral 
leadership, that you were looking to me to 
help you set a direction as a congregation, 
and that has been my intent for all the time 
I have been among you. And one of the 
things that has been satisfying to me has 
been your openness to that. I have served 
congregations where everyone for the years 
I was there – five years, six years, seven 
years, eight years – fought me tooth and 
nail for anything I ever suggested or 
wanted to do. You guys were looking for a 
new direction, and under God's spirit I 
have tried to give that to you.

Another thing I appreciate about all of you 
is, and it's summed up in this old, now 
hackneyed phrase, "what you see is what 
you get." I've appreciated that. I have 
served sometimes in so-called 
"sophisticated" churches, and 
sophistication among church people 
translates as "games players." And you guys 
have never played games with me. If you 
liked something, you said so; if you didn't 
you said so – but always in a loving, 
supportive, and caring way. And that's part 
of my joy and satisfaction that is Bethesda.

I hope you will respond to your new pastor 
with the same spirit that you have 
responded to me. But I also hope that you 
will nurture her – and you've nurtured me, 
but you may need to nurture her in a 
different way because this is her first 
appointment. I bring some background, 
good and bad, to this task. She doesn't 
bring that kind of background. And, you 
know, some churches, at least in my annual 
conference, take a certain amount of pride 

in helping a brand new pastor get broken in 
right. And by "right" I mean in a way that 
empowers them for the future of their 
ministry in other churches. [Rev. Cruikshank 
directs a question to District Superintendent 
Rev. Gary Moore] Gary, do we have some 
churches like that on this district? [Rev. 
Moore replies, "Absolutely."] Okay. So that 
spirit is alive and well in the Easton District 
as well.

As far as your future is concerned, keep on 
with what you've been doing. There are, in 
the immediate future, some facilities 
concerns that I've talked to the Trustees 
about, and I hope you will be supportive of 
them as they attempt to carry these things 
out. We have the need of some large, capital 
expenditures in order to head off a potential 
catastrophe as far as the facility is concerned 
in the future. We have a furnace that's over 
thirty years old, okay. And you know when 
it'll fail, at a fifteen degree above zero 
January Sunday morning, that's when it'll 
fail. You know, it won't fail this time of year. 
And so, you really can't wait for that failure 
moment; you need to anticipate it and plan 
accordingly. As I get more doddering, as I 
get older, I'm much more aware that the 
stairs coming up into this Sanctuary and into 
the Fellowship Hall are a challenge. They're 
a challenge for me. And we need to take the 
handicap access of that part of the Sanctuary 
more seriously. We need to address the issue 
of having a pastoral office in the church, not 
in a parsonage. Church offices don't belong 
in parsonages, pastors' studies belong in 
parsonages, but not church offices, because 
they interfere with the privacy of the 
parsonage family. Now, of course, Karen's 
going to be living in her own home, but not 
that far away, just over the Delaware line. 
And you can ask her the first Sunday she's 
here, does she have her passport in order, so 
that when she crosses into Maryland, she's 
not turned away.

Probably the greatest satisfaction to me has 
been the success of our “Thank God! It's 
Thursday!” program. I had my fingers 
crossed it was going to work. I had my 
fingers crossed that adults would step up to 
the plate to provide the necessary 
leadership. You did, and as a result of that, 
we have been very successful in that 
endeavor, and we will be carrying it on, 
probably with some modifications, on into 
the future.

One of my first joys was being part of 
your 225th anniversary. Not many 
Methodist churches can claim to be 225 
years old. You probably can count them 
on two hands and have some fingers left 
over – literally, I'm serious. So that was a 
great event and the music provided by 
the Cheezum brothers and Kari was 
outstanding, and I saw at that moment a 
twist for the better in the spirit of this 
congregation. You came together around 
that anniversary service, and you 
proceeded from there. And even though 
the service was wonderful in and of 
itself, the fact that it served this church 
in a way that allowed it to focus on its 
future and not dwell on its past in an 
undue way, was gratifying to me.

So all these things and more constitute 
the joy and satisfaction that has been 
mine, and that of Joy's, during my one 
year and nine and a half months as your 
pastor. And if you support Karen the 
way you've supported me, then your 
future is ensured and guaranteed. God 
bless you all.

Pentecost
James Montgomery (1771-1854)
 
Lord God, the Holy Ghost,
In this accepted hour,
As on the day of Pentecost,
Descend in all thy power.
We meet with one accord
Within this hallowed place,
And wait the promise of our Lord,
The Spirit of all grace.
 
Like mighty rushing wind
Upon the waves beneath,
Move with one impulse every mind;
One soul, one feeling breathe;
The young, the old inspire
With wisdom from above;
And give us hearts and tongues of fire,
To pray, and praise, and love.
 
Spirit of light, explore
And chase our gloom away,
With lustre shining more and more
Unto the perfect day.
Spirit of truth, be Thou,
In life and death, our guide:
O Spirit of adoption, now
May we be sanctified.
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P.O. Box 147
Preston, MD 21655

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!

"Like" us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/PrestonBethesdaUMC

Join us for worship every Sunday at 10 a.m.


