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On June 12, Bethesda celebrated, with 
Christians around the world, the festival of 
Pentecost. “Pente-what?” you might be 
thinking, reflecting the neglect the modern 
church has had for what was, for the first 
Christians, the second most import church 
holiday after Easter. Speaking of its relation-
ship to Easter, the name – Pentecost – 
derives from the fact that it is always cele-
brated fifty days after Easter. You can read 
the very exciting story of the first Pentecost 
experience in the first two chapters of the 
Book of Acts.  Lots of strange things hap-
pened in Jerusalem that day. Tongues of fire 
appeared on people’s heads. (If that hap-
pened today, I’d be kind of frightened.)

What I find most significant about this day 
is the fact that even though Jerusalem was 
jammed-packed with folks from all over the 
Roman empire, each suddenly could under-
stand everyone else’s language. It was as if 
God provided simultaneous translations for 
every language known to the Empire at that 
time. In so doing, the curse that had hung 
over humankind ever since the Tower of 
Babel, when God confounded the languages, 
was reversed. What was not understandable 
was now quite understandable. Barriers 
were broken down.

As a result, the church was born. What had, 
up until then, been a small group of follow-
ers of the “Jesus Movement" suddenly 
swelled to thousands. And many, perhaps 

most, of the converts, were not Jewish. They 
were gentiles, ordinary inhabitants of the far-
flung Roman Empire. Many have called Pen-
tecost, then, the “birthday of the church.”

Since then, humans have tried to rebuild the 
barriers between people that were abolished 
at that first Pentecost experience. To this day, 
a lot of folks have a problem relating to those 
who are not like them. Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, the man who did perhaps the most to 
break down the barrier of apartheid in South 
Africa, has recently written:

Surely it is good to know that God (in the 
Christian tradition) created us all (not just 
Christians) in his image, thus investing us all 
with infinite worth, and that it was with all 
humankind that God entered into a cove-
nant relationship, depicted in the covenant 
with Noah when God promised he would 
not destroy his creation again with water. 
Surely we can rejoice that the eternal word, 
the Logos of God, enlightens everyone – not 
just Christians, but everyone who comes into 
the world; that what we call the Spirit of God 
is not a Christian preserve, for the Spirit of 
God existed long before there were Chris-
tians, inspiring and nurturing women and 
men in the ways of holiness, bringing them 
to fruition, bringing to fruition what was best 
in all. We do scant justice and honor to our 
God if we want, for instance, to deny that 
Mahatma Gandhi was a truly great soul, a 
holy man who walked closely with God. Our 
God would be too small if he was not also 

the God of Gandhi: if God is one, as we 
believe, then he is the only God of all his 
people, whether they acknowledge him as 
such or not. God does not need us to 
protect him. Many of us perhaps need to 
have our notion of God deepened and 
expanded. It is often said, half in jest, that 
God created man in his own image and 
man has returned the compliment, sad-
dling God with his own narrow prejudices 
and exclusivity, foibles and temperamental 
quirks.

Our conduct far too often contradicts our 
profession, however. We are supposed to 
proclaim the God of love, but we have 
been guilty as Christians of sowing hatred 
and suspicion; we commend the one 
whom we call the Prince of Peace, and yet 
as Christians we have fought more wars 
than we care to remember. We have 
claimed to be a fellowship of compassion 
and caring and sharing, but as Christians 
we often sanctify sociopolitical systems 
that belie this, where the rich grow ever 
richer and the poor grow ever poorer, 
where we seem to sanctify a furious com-
petitiveness, ruthless as can only be appro-
priate to the jungle.

So the need for a fresh Pentecost in our 
time is urgent. In the meantime – Happy 
Birthday, church!

Bill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill CruikshankBill Cruikshank
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I have a little less space than usual this 
month, but just enough to make note of a 
profound honor I received recently. Late last 
month I was nominated to sit on the 
Peninsula-Delaware Commission on 
Archives and History. I'm not sure when the 
appointment will be ratified – it may have 
occurred at Annual Conference, which, at 
the time of writing, took place this past 
week. It is a genuine privilege to be asked to 
sit on this committee, which oversees the 
archives at Barratt's Chapel, and advises on 
historical matters across the entire 
conference. Few places are richer with 
Methodist history than the Eastern Shore, 
and to be involved in the retention and 
interpretation of that history is the calling of 

a lifetime. Consider these words from Job 
8:8-10, “For inquire now of bygone 
generations, and consider what their 
ancestors have found; for we are but of 
yesterday, and we know nothing, for our 
days on earth are but a shadow. Will they 
not teach you and tell you and utter words 
out of their understanding?” When I moved 
home from South Carolina with my history 
degrees a little over three years ago, I had 
no inkling that such a chance to serve – 
and to do so meaningfully – would come 
my way. Providence is a remarkable thing 
indeed.

Eric CheezumEric CheezumEric CheezumEric Cheezum
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Circle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of Concern
Tharon Harrington
500 S. Dupont Blvd
Milford, DE 19963

Gloria Trice
21850 Water St
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7339

Betty Hinnershitz
2701 Choptank Main St.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-7383

At Nursing HomesAt Nursing HomesAt Nursing HomesAt Nursing Homes

Bea Trice
William Hill Manor
Easton, MD

 Put Sunday, October 16 -  
Homecoming Sunday - on your 
calendar! All members and friends 
of Bethesda, past and present, are 
invited and encouraged to attend.

 This year's Vacation Bible School 
will take place in conjunction with 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, July 
11-15. Volunteers are needed. For 
more information, see Rev. 
Cruikshank.

 The Choir will rehearse briefly on 
6/22 and on 6/29. Both practices 
begin at 7pm.

 The Women of Bethesda will hold 
their annual luncheon Tuesday, 
June 28, at 12pm. All women are 
invited. Attendees should meet in 
the church parking lot, from 
which the group will proceed to a 
local restaurant.

 The special offering on June 5 for 
midwest tornado/flood relief 
yielded $357.00. Thanks to all who 
donated. If anyone else wishes to 
make a contribution, checks may 
be written out to "Bethesda UMC," 
with "storm relief" as the memo.

 The 10th Annual Peach Festival 
will take place Saturday, August 
13, 2011, from 9 to 2. Next 
month's issue will include a 
special supplement in preparation 
for this important event.

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs
The Peninsula-Delaware Annual 
Conference will take place on the 
campus of U.M.E.S., June 9-11, 2011. As 
usual, the group will vote on a variety of 
resolutions dealing with many issues in 
the United Methodist Church. In the 
past, some of those resolutions have 
attracted controversy – although the 
slate this year seems fairly tame. 
Resolution 3 is an anti-tobacco 
resolution that will ban smoking in all 
buildings and on all grounds that are 
owned, rented, or leased by the United 
Methodist Church. Resolution 4 
supports a special offering Sunday for 
Imagine No Malaria. Resolution 5 asks 
the Peninsula Delaware Conference to 
support the Partners of Leadership 
Resources, which produces and sends 
leadership resources to Africa. Other 
resolutions deal with the budget: passing 
the 2012 budget, pension numbers, and 
health care. Please pray for me as I travel 
and help make decisions on these issues.

Chris FarnellChris FarnellChris FarnellChris Farnell

From the Lay LeaderFrom the Lay LeaderFrom the Lay LeaderFrom the Lay Leader

The trustees recently completed the 
following projects:

 Spots on the ceiling of the 
Sanctuary were repaired and 
painted.

 The window in the choir loft was 
repaired and painted.

 One of the rear doors was cracked; 
it was repaired.

 The loose handrails leading to the 
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall were 
tightened.

 The air conditioner was serviced; 
the air handlers and filter were 
cleaned, and the units were charged 
with freon.

Trustees’ ReportTrustees’ ReportTrustees’ ReportTrustees’ Report

One very memorable event for me at 
Bethesda, when I was a teenager, was 
at a particular Good Friday service. 
This was in the mid- to late-1980s, 
while Rev. Leonard Wheatley was 
pastor here in Preston. Although I 
remember little else from the service, 
its ending remains with me to this day.

At the end of the service, all lights in 
the Sanctuary were extinguished, 
including the altar candles. With lights 

My Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda Memories
out, Rev. Wheatley began to talk about 
Jesus being nailed to the cross. While 
speaking in the dark, he hammered nails 
into a large wooden cross, and the 
hammering resonated throughout the 
dark.

This was one of the most vivid reminders 
of the Good Friday events that I have 
ever experienced.

Kari FarnellKari FarnellKari FarnellKari Farnell

BATS!!!BATS!!!BATS!!!BATS!!!

The 11:00 am service on May 29 had a special visitor 
in attendance: a bat! The critter flew into the front of 
the Sanctuary about the time of the announcements, 
circling over the pulpit and lectern area until it came 

to rest in the corner of the ceiling over the organ loft. Rev. Cruikshank assured 
the congregation that our special guest was entirely harmless – but that didn’t 
stop several folks ducking and covering when the bat resumed its travels a 
couple times during the service. Our visitor’s most prolonged pause – in said 
corner – occurred when it took, in Rev. Cruikshank’s words, “a little nap” during 
the sermon. The Bugle editorial board suggests that readers draw their own 
conclusions on this latter point.

The congregation honored Chesapeake 
Christian School graduate Christopher 
Farnell during service on June 12, with 
Women of Bethesda president Judy Noel 
giving him a small gift. Bethesda also 
extends congratulations to graduates 
Emily Buckley and Rachel Johnson.
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Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income

Members and friends have committed $915 a week in 
subscriptions to Bethesda. Weekly income is reported 
relative to that figure, with a breakdown of subscription 
versus general plate income.

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance PledgesPledgesPledgesPledges PlatePlatePlatePlate TotalTotalTotalTotal

May 22May 22May 22May 22 $550 $97 $647

May 29May 29May 29May 29 41 $1027 $26 $1,053

June 5June 5June 5June 5 $957 $53 $1,010

June 12June 12June 12June 12 54 $655 $146 $801

Minimum Expected Income (5 weeks):  $3660
Actual Income: $3511
2011 Average Attendance: 54

So when they had come together, they asked 
him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, 
“It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he 
was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

~Acts 1:6-14~~Acts 1:6-14~~Acts 1:6-14~~Acts 1:6-14~

Many of us turn on the news after work, 
and for the better part of the last decade 
there have been frequent news stories 
regarding the region we know as the 
Middle East. Recently members of our 
church had the opportunity to learn about 
one of the core causes of the turmoil in 
that region which abounds in historical 
and religious significance, when they 
gathered for a Dinner at Six.  On May 19, 
2011 Rev. Cruikshank gave a presentation 
that focused on the creation of nations as a 
result of the Sykes-Picot treaty that was 
concluded between Great Britain and 
France during World War I. The 
presentation focused on the beginning of 
the Palestinian Mandate after that war, a 
development that came as a result of the 
Balfour Declaration and the subsequent 
political movement called “Zionism.”

Rev. Cruikshank drew on his own recent 
personal experiences in Israel and other 

parts of the Levant that gave a special 
perspective on the plight of ordinary 
Palestinians living in what some may 
deem an unjust governmental system. His 
presentation also covered the difficulty 
that Israelis now face balancing their own 
security with Palestinian claims to 
territory. The subject of Israel’s right to 
exist always brings out religious, historical, 
and philosophical ideals from all areas of 
the spectrum, and will continue to do so 
well into the future. Arthur Balfour, for 
whom the Balfour Declaration is named, 
was well aware of the controversy he had 
helped create. His Zionist experiment, he 
once said, was “extraordinarily interesting” 
– an observation he made as 6,000 Arabs 
in Syria were throwing rocks in the 
direction of his diplomatic party, and the 
French Calvary were returning fire!

Brian CarmeanBrian CarmeanBrian CarmeanBrian Carmean

Last Month’s Dinner at SixLast Month’s Dinner at SixLast Month’s Dinner at SixLast Month’s Dinner at Six
On Friday, June 6, 
1890, severe 
electrical storms 
battered the Eastern 
Shore. Caroline 
County, at least, 
suffered significant 
damage, and among 
the structures 
affected was 

Bethesda's 15-year-old building. As the 
Denton Journal explained, "The 
Methodist Episcopal church of Preston 
was badly damaged by a bolt 
occasioning quite a heavy loss. The 
spire was badly shattered." The picture 
below, which is held in the archives at 
Barratt's Chapel, apparently dates from 
1898. One wonders if the spire pictured 
looks the same as the one originally 
built in 1875, or if the repairs required 
a complete overhaul. In 1903, when the 
church was moved so it was flush with 
Main Street, the tower was almost 
certainly ripped off completely – the 
current bell tower is probably a new 
construction altogether.

Sources: Barratt's Chapel; The Denton Journal, 
June 14, 1890, 3

Women of BethesdaWomen of BethesdaWomen of BethesdaWomen of Bethesda
This is a terrific group of women!  We are 
women of the church, but much more 
than that. We are friends: friends who 
love, appreciate, and support each other. 
We laugh a lot and sometimes cry with 
and for each other. I’ve personally felt and 
benefited from their love and support and 
am honored to call each of them friend.

It's been a busy spring for us, following a 
busy fall! Since Christmas we have hosted 
a successful soup sale; Betsy & Kevin 
Jackson’s wedding reception; the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper; receptions for 
two baptisms (the Bakers and the 
Andrews), Consecration Sunday, and the 
funeral of Lee Cheezum. Recently we ran 

our annual yard sale. At our May 
meeting we voted to discontinue the 
annual yard sale and Christmas Bazaar 
until we have more people to participate.

On June 28, the Women invite all 
church women to join us at Suicide 
Bridge restaurant for our annual end of 
the year luncheon – for details see the 
"news briefs" in this issue, or call me. We 
are celebrating the fact that we’ve 
successfully served Bethesda United 
Methodist and Preston while working 
hard, laughing a lot, and enjoying each 
other’s company. 

Judy NoelJudy NoelJudy NoelJudy Noel
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Bethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History Notes

Trustee Meeting Called April 14th, 1879

W.B. Dalton1 in the chair. Present: J.E. Douglass, H.F. Willis, W.W. William[son], E.T. Moore, W. Billips, J.B. Fletcher. 
Absent: E. Todd.

Order of Business: to have a general overhauling of financial matters, which was done.

2

The matter of sexton was brought up to make a change in [the] sexton: moved & seconded whether Wm. Todd 

shall be continued or not. Vote: Wm. Todd3 to be continued for 3 months4 as long as [the] Board is satisfied with his 

duties.5

Program for Sexton

Motion made that H.F. Willis, Harris, & Billips make6 a committee or make a program7 for the duties of said sexton & 

handed to sexton.

Moved that John Aspman8 & whom he may select take charge of pay collection. Carried.

Moved that an adjournment until [sic] July 1st 1879 or 1st Mondy [sic] & a report be had for Bro. Harris & Milton9
 on 

subs.

5 - This last portion of the sentence is 
unclear due to the damaged margin.
6 - This word is illegible and overwrit-
ten by another. “Make” is a best guess.
7 - This phrase, “make a program,” 
seems awkward, but is apparently a cor-
rect transcription.
8 - This person does not appear in any 
of the usual sources, and the surname is 

1 - The identity of this person is un-
known. Possibly the name is mistran-
scribed, although “Dalton” seems 
correct.
2 - The underlines are in the original.
3 - That is, Will Todd, presumably; see 
issues from March and April 2011.
4 - This is probably the correct tran-
scription. The original is cramped into a 
margin that is crumbling.

difficult to discern in the original. 
“Aspman” is a best guess.
9 - That is, on subscriptions. The 
“Milton” noted here may be the same 
person as “Dalton,” who chaired this 
particular meeting. The names are too 
illegible to make out what they are for 
certain, although “Milton” seems a clear 
bet on the latter one. 

Releasing of the pigeons for Pentecost, on June 12. Pigeons were used because of the lack of availability of doves, and because 
pigeons can safely navigate home.

Rev. Cruikshank prays over the box of pigeons The children open the box. Pictured in foreground, 

from left to right, are: Kai Vande Visser, Emma 

Carmean, Gillian Cheezum, Anna Carmean, Violet 

Cheezum, and Thomas Cheezum.

Pentecost Pigeon ReleasePentecost Pigeon ReleasePentecost Pigeon ReleasePentecost Pigeon Release

Pigeons zoom past Rev. Cruikshank!
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Sermon Delivered by Rev. Joseph F. DiPaolo

Sunday, May 15, 2011

When the entire nation had finished crossing 
over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua: 
“Select twelve men from the people, one from 
each tribe, and command them, ‘Take twelve 
stones from here out of the middle of the 
Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet 
stood, carry them over with you, and lay them 
down in the place where you camp tonight.’” 
Then Joshua summoned the twelve men from 
the Israelites, whom he had appointed, one 
from each tribe. Joshua said to them, “Pass on 
before the ark of the Lord your God into the 
middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up 
a stone on his shoulder, one for each of the 
tribes of the Israelites, so that this may be a 
sign among you. When your children ask in 
time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to 
you?’ then you shall tell them that the waters 
of the Jordan were cut off in front of the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed over 
the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut 
off. So these stones shall be to the Israelites a 
memorial for ever.” The Israelites did as 
Joshua commanded. They took up twelve 
stones out of the middle of the Jordan, 
according to the number of the tribes of the 
Israelites, as the Lord told Joshua, carried 
them over with them to the place where they 
camped, and laid them down there. (Joshua 
set up twelve stones in the middle of the 
Jordan, in the place where the feet of the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant had 
stood; and they are there to this day.) Joshua 4: 
1-9

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected 
by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be 
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it 
stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” To you then who believe, he is 
precious; but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner,” and “A 
stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 
that makes them fall.” They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined 
to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty 
acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 1 Peter 2: 4-10

Well, it is my privilege and my honor to be here 
among you. I want to thank all the folks who 
have been so gracious to me, showing me such 
wonderful hospitality, Bill, Eric, who gave me 
tour upon tour, who showed me many a plaque 
and historic site. And it was a wonderful time 
yesterday with the clergy and laity in the 

conference to come together and talk about 
some of the rich heritage and history that is 
yours in this area.

I have chosen as my primary text today, the 
one from Joshua. I just want to reread just a 
couple of verses from that text: “When your 
children ask you, ‘What do these stones 
mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan 
was cut off before the Ark of the Covenant of 
the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones 
are to be a memorial to the people of Israel, 
forever.” The Book of Joshua is one that we 
often overlook. It's one we don't usually read, 
and that's a shame because it tells us of events 
that were of critical importance in the life and 
history of the people of Israel, the old 
covenant people of God, who really provided 
the foundation for our faith to this very day. 
Joshua was the successor to Moses, and you 
may of course know the story of Moses: the 
man called by God to lead the people of Israel 
out of their bondage in Egypt, brought them 
to the Red Sea, parted by the miraculous hand 
of the Lord, the plagues that finally convinced 
the Egyptians to let them go. Moses then led 
the people through their wilderness 
wanderings for some forty years, as they 
prepared to enter the Promised Land. But by 
this point in the story, the mantle of 
leadership has to pass, from Moses to Joshua. 
Joshua will be the one who is to lead the 
people actually into the Land of Promise for 
the first time, and begin to populate the land 
that will become known as Israel. And just to 
show that the same God was leading Joshua 
who had led Moses, we find some parallels in 
the story. So just as God had parted the seas 
under Moses' leadership forty years before, 
now as the people cross the Jordan, a similar 
parting of the Jordan occurs in chapter three. 
The waters recede, people cross over, and in 
the midst of their crossing over, Joshua, as 
commanded and directed by the Lord, asks 
the people to take up stones from the 
riverbed, and bring them with them to their 
camp. One man from each of the tribes took 
a stone, and they set up a memorial to 
remember that great event. It was to be there 
for generations to come, even forever, so that 
in future years when people said, “What is this 
stone? What is this pile of stones? What does 
it mean?” they would then begin to tell once 

again the story of God's faithfulness, God's 
promise fulfilled, to their people. 

There are many places in the Bible where we 
are called to remember. Many things, not just 
stones, but events and parts of our liturgy that 
are meant to be memorials of remembrance: 
the Passover celebration, from the time of the 
Exodus to this very day. When the Jewish 
people gather around the table at Passover 
they ask the question, “Why is this day so 
important?” More than any other, they tell the 
story of God's deliverance from Egypt, and the 
Pharaoh. And in the New Testament, Jesus 
commanded his followers to observe a meal 
on a regular basis. You know that meal: the 
bread and the wine that are designed to cause 
us to remember the central events that lead 
to our salvation, the death and the 
resurrection of Jesus, the bread, his body 
broken, the wine symbolizing his blood 
poured out to bring us forgiveness. Many 
places we're called to remember. In the Book 
of Hebrews, chapter eleven has often been 
called the “Roll Call of Faith.” There the 
author lists many people, many great figures 
from the past, from the Old Testament 
scriptures, who dared to trust God, and so 
found great times of deliverance, healing, or 
just were used by God in powerful ways. Now 
they weren't perfect people. Some of them 
were pretty flawed individuals. That's one of 
the things I love about reading the Old 
Testament: they are a mess, so I can relate to 
them! Yet despite the fact that they were a 
mess, God worked in and through them. And 
so we're called to remember them. Hebrews 
13:7 says, “Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke the Word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their 
faith.” 

Why is it so important to remember? I think 
it's because the events, the people of the past, 
have shaped us, and shaped the present in 
ways we don't even realize. None of us, after 
all, suddenly appears out of nowhere. None 
of us was created ex nihilo – that's a term that 
the theologians use about the original 
creation, that at the dawn of creation God 
created ex nihilo, that means “out of nothing.” 
Well he may have done it then. But ever since 
then, he's been reusing and recycling, I think. 
Ever since then there's a history that precedes 
each one of our coming into being. None of 
us just suddenly appears from nowhere. Six 
or seven years ago my grandmother died. She 
was 102 at the time of her death. She had 
come to this country as an immigrant in the 
1920s, and she and my grandfather had built 
an incredible life, and built a family that now 
is spread out from New England to Colorado 
and boasts doctors and engineers, and all 
kinds of folks who have done some 
interesting things – even a minister in the 
mix. When we got together for her funeral, 
we gathered afterward at a restaurant in the 
Bronx, where she had lived for nearly 80 years. 

“What Do These Stones Mean?”“What Do These Stones Mean?”“What Do These Stones Mean?”“What Do These Stones Mean?”
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The whole family gathered and began to tell 
stories about my grandma and my grandpa – 
stories that I hadn't heard before, from my 
uncles and my cousins. And yet, as I was 
listening, I realized some of these stories were 
really important to me. They had really shaped 
the person that I was to become. And yet I didn't 
know them. I remember one in particular, where 
my father was apparently deathly ill as a boy, 
and my grandfather, in the midst of a blizzard, 
walked blocks in the Bronx, to just about bring 
back by the ear a doctor to take a look at his 
boy, and get him back to health. If he hadn't 
done that, I might not be here at all. Those 
stories, those events, those people that came 
before shaped who I became, and who so many 
of my family became, and we need to know 
them.

You may remember Bishop Peter Weaver. He 
was the bishop here for eight years, and was also 
the bishop of Eastern Pennsylvania at the same 
time. He used a term one time, I remember him 
saying, “prevenient history.” Now “prevenient” 
is an important word to the Wesleyan 
theologians: I'm going to give you a little 
Wesleyan theology primer here. Wesleyan 
theologians speak about God's grace as coming 
to us in three ways: as “prevenient grace,” as 
“justifying grace,” and as “sanctifying grace.” It's 
a way of talking about how God works in our 
lives. “Prevenient” means “that which comes 
before.” And what that means is that God always 
makes the first move. God's grace always seeks 
us before we even know to seek God. Before we 
know that we need forgiveness, before we need 
a savior, before we know that we need healing, 
God has already made provision, and has been 
calling and drawing us. Prevenient grace draws 
us and brings us to that place when we are 
awakened, and we can then say, “Yes Lord, I will 
be yours. Use me; guide me. I will follow you, 
Lord Jesus.” Then there's “justifying grace,” when 
we come to that point, and we say yes to Christ, 
then God does a work of grace within us to 

bring new life about, to reconcile us to God. 
“Justify” means “to be made right with, put 
back into right relationship” with God. And 
then there's “sanctifying grace,” the grace that 
begins the work of transforming us, so that 
we might become Christ-like. See, it's not 
enough just to walk down the aisle at a revival 
meeting and say, “I accept Christ.” That's just 
the beginning, not the end. Now God has the 
work of making us holy, making us people 
whose character, whose compassion, whose 
lives reflect the great character of Christ 
himself. 

I think there's something we ought to call 
“prevenient history.” Prevenient history is the 
vehicle, oftentimes, for God's prevenient grace. 
The people that have gone before, the people 
that built this church and put it in place, and 
passed on the stories and the traditions, the 
institutions that we take for granted, often are 
the vehicle for us to first hear that word of 
God’s love. To first hear the invitation of 
Christ to surrender all, and to follow. Those 
who have gone before us can continue to 
guide, instruct, and inspire. In the text from I 
Peter, the great apostle speaks of the people 
to whom he's writing as “living stones” being 
built into a spiritual temple. And oftentimes 
when we think of a temple, or church, or a 
cathedral we think if the building, often made 
of stone. But Peter's trying to let them know, 
no that's not the real temple: the temple is 
you, the people, the living stones. And you are 
being built together into a spiritual house. 
You are the people, and you have been the 
people, who are God's temple. The people 
who pray, who work, who trust, who give of 
their time, their money, their energy, who 
teach, and tell the old, old story of Jesus and 
his love, over and over again.

Yesterday, Eric took me on a tour of your 
cemetery back here, and told me some of the 
stories behind the stones. In a sense I was 
asking him, “What do these stones mean?” 
and heard some of the stories of some of those 
personalities, and there were some interesting 
folks here that made quite an impact on this 
community, and even beyond. He also gave 
me a history of your church, which listed 
many of the preachers and founders, and I 
don't know if you know them, but some of 
those folks have some fascinating stories. 
There's the founding family, the Haskins 
family – Sarah Haskins and her son, Thomas 
– in whose home the very first Methodist 
meetings were held. That home is just back 
this way a few blocks [Editor's note: the home 
was located on the present Helen Fletcher 
farm], so I was told. And it was to her home 
probably that Freeborn Garretson and Bishop 
Asbury first came, and gathered people and 
prayed with them, and they began to meet 
together regularly and study the scriptures, 
and reach out to their community. And Sarah 
Haskins raised her boy, Thomas, to love the 
Lord, and in 1780 he felt the call to preach, 

went into the ministry, and became one of the 
earliest Methodist circuit riders in this region. 
And Thomas Haskins kept a journal, and that 
journal still exists, at least parts of it – I have a 
typescript copy of it at home. And in it he 
frankly tells the stories of the struggles and 
hardships – those early circuit-riding Methodist 
preachers were quite a hardy lot. I am often 
humbled when I read their accounts because 
half of them are dead by the time they were 
forty. Bishop Asbury sent them out into the 
middle of the wilderness, oftentimes sleeping 
outside because there was nowhere to stay, and 
they were following the wagon tracks to find 
the first hamlet they could in order to share the 
good news of the gospel. They were a pretty 
amazing bunch. Now Thomas Haskins only was 
in the itinerant ministry seven or eight years. 
See, he got married – in part of his journal 
there's a wonderful passage where he talks 
about how lovesick he is for a young woman 
on one of the circuits he served in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania. He prayed to the Lord, 
“Save thy weakling servant in this hour of 
temptation!” But it was to no avail; he wound 
up marrying Martha Potts. And as a result, 
because the Methodists were so poor in those 
days they couldn't support a married preacher, 
he had to locate, and he wound up preaching, 
and leading, and serving in Philadelphia for 
many years, and, later, co-founded the first 
pension fund for Methodist ministers. So I have 
Thomas Haskins – and really you, don't I? – you 
to thank in some way for the fact that we can 
retire. Because you nurtured this young man 
and recommended him to ministry, and he 
helped create the first pension fund!

There are other great people from your history. 
One of the early preachers on your circuit was 
a guy named John L. Lenhart. He was here in 
the 1830s, and he was actually a native of 
Pennsylvania, but one of his first circuits was 
Caroline circuit. Later, his biographer said that 
he found it to be one of the most delightful and 
best times of his life, when he served in this 
area. John Lenhart later joined the navy as a 
naval chaplain, and in the Civil War was serving 
on the USS Cumberland when that ship was 
attacked by the ironclad Merrimack at 
Hampton Roads, and was sunk, and John 
Lenhart went down with the ship. He was the 
first naval chaplain in US history to die in 
battle, and the last until the Second World War. 
He served in this area. He was someone who 
devoted his life to God, and to serving his 
country, and to serving those sailors, and the 
men who were giving themselves to the service 
of their country as well. And I found a quote of 
his that I think says something about the man's 
spirit. He said this – this was just a month 
before his death – he wrote, “I wish very much 
to be a devoted Christian, and a useful, happy 
minister of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
onshore or afloat, in times of peace or war, I 
may be the honored instrument of good to my 
fellow man. And then when done with this 
world of sorrow and strife, may find my way to 
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one day they were surprised by a group of 
Confederates, and were driven from their 
camp, and his commander, Russell Conwell, 
left his sword behind in the camp, and Ring 
thought it his duty to go back and retrieve it, 
so he did. And under a hail of gunfire and 
across a burning bridge he came, and 
presented it to his commander, and he was 
mortally wounded. And as he lay dying in 
Conwell's arms, he once again spoke about 
the strength that his faith in Christ gave him, 
and he wasn't afraid to die, and commended 
his commander and his comrades to God's 
care. And that so impressed Conwell that he 
gave his life to Christ, and as a result he went 
into the ministry and became a Baptist 
minister. He founded a church in 
Philadelphia, Temple Baptist, which became 
one of the largest in the country. He founded 
Temple University; he founded Samaritan 
Hospital; he founded the Conwell School of 
Theology, which survives today through a 
merger as Gordon-Conwell Seminary in 
Massachusetts. Now think for a minute of all 
the people who have been shaped in powerful 
ways: the people who found healing at that 
hospital, the people who found new 
opportunities to serve and to grow at Temple 
University, the missionaries, and educators, 
and ministers, and just laypeople wanting to 
deepen their faith, who have been shaped by 
Conwell School of Theology and Gordon-
Conwell Seminary. Thousands upon 
thousands of people, who then went out and 
influenced thousands upon thousands more. 
And it all can be traced back to that young 
man, Johnny Ring, and his desire to be faithful 
in his service and his witness for Christ. Did 
he have any idea the powerful ways God 
would use him? Certainly not. Neither do we.

But if we are faithful in the present, if we seek 
God's will, and we seek His grace to do it, in 
the here and now, as the living stones that He 
is building into a temple, there's no telling 
how powerful an effect there can be. Well it 
may well be that in 100, or 200, or 226 years 
from now, people will gather at this same 
street corner, perhaps in this same building. 
They'll be having an anniversary, there'll be 
displays out of old books and memorabilia, 
maybe there'll be a photo album that dates 
back to the early 2000s, maybe they'll walk 
through the cemetery and see a stone that 
isn't there today. And maybe in one of these 
places there'll be your name. And maybe 
someone will ask, “What does this mean? 
What do these stones mean? Who were these 
people?” And I hope someone there'll answer, 
“These were the living stones. These were the 
faithful people who kept the faith, who fought 
the good fight, who continued to tell the old, 
old story, of Jesus and his love. And these are 
the reasons we're still here today, why God 
still has living stones being built into a temple 
in Preston, even today.” May God make it so, 
to all of us. Amen. 

heaven.” There's someone that ministered 
here, on you. Then there was James 
McCarter, that you've learned about. I won't 
retell his whole story because it was in your 
newsletter. He's buried right out here. 
Another man who gave himself to the 
ministry, gave himself to the service of his 
country, settled in Preston, and became a 
leading figure, a much in-demand orator, 
despite disfiguring wounds from his service 
to his country. A person who loved God, 
loved this community, loved this church, 
and dedicated that cornerstone in 1875 
when this church was built [Editor's note: 
although the church was built in 1875, it 
was not dedicated until 1877.]. You have a 
marvelous legacy, a rich history, of faithful 
servants of God who made a difference in 
the world for Christ, here in Preston, 
Maryland.

Now, we want to remember them. We don't 
want to remember them, however, just for 
history's sake, just for the sake of nostalgia. 
Nostalgia, someone has said, is a way to 
keep the present captive to the past. But 
history rightly used can be a guide and an 
inspiration to the present and the future. 
There's a church historian, the late Jaroslav 
Pelikan, who spoke of history in terms of 
tradition: that which is passed down. He 
distinguished between what he called 
“tradition” and “traditionalism.” He said, 
“Tradition is the living faith of the dead; 
traditionalism, the dead faith of the living.” 
It's traditionalism that sees a problem, and 
says, “Oh, we can't do that.” But tradition 
remembers the saints of the past, and how 
God was at work in their lives, and says, 
“God is able.” Traditionalism often utters 
the seven deadly words of the church. You 
know them: “We've never done it that way 
before.” But tradition is always open to God 
doing a new thing, a new work, a new 
revival of His work for a new day. 
Traditionalism sees obstacles and throws 
up its hands and says, “Oh, it's too big for 
us.” But tradition remembers the God who 
parted the Red Sea, who parted the waters 
of the Jordan, and rolled back the stone 
from the tomb of Jesus on Easter morning. 
Tradition is another way of talking about 
remembering those who've gone before, 
and all the legacy they left to guide us in 
the present, because we share the same 
God. It's the same God who delivered them, 
who set them free, who healed and led 
them, and heals and leads and sets the 
prisoners free today. It's the same God who 
sent Thomas Haskins and others out into 
the world, passionate, to win others to the 
love of Christ. The same God calls us to be 
just as passionate today. The same God 
whose faithfulness is to all generations, 
whose promises are as good today as they 
were a hundred, or two hundred, or a 
thousand years ago, the same God who was 
building a spiritual temple in Peter's day, or 
in the early days of Bethesda church, is 

building a spiritual temple today. And you are 
the living stones, that he is building into that 
temple even now. It is your faithfulness, the 
stories of your trust, your stepping out into 
faith, that may well be the stories they tell 
seventy-five, or 100, or 200 years from now. 
And you never know the powerful impact your 
daily acts of faithfulness can have. Do you think 
the Widow Haskins had any idea we'd be here 
226 years later – still worshipping, still 
remembering, still praising God because of 
what she did? 

I want to close with one of my favorite stories, 
about someone whose faithfulness just was 
used by God all out of proportion to anything 
he knew. And it begins with yet another 
monument. If you were to visit Philadelphia, 
and walk through the campus of Temple 
University, you might come across a 
monument, the statue of a young man in a 
Civil War uniform. And you might wonder, 
“What's this about: what does this stone 
mean?” It's a statue of a young man named 
Johnny Ring. Johnny Ring was someone known 
to a man named Russell Conwell. Russell 
Conwell was the founder of Temple University, 
and Conwell's story began also during the Civil 
War. Conwell, as a 19-year-old Yale student, 
volunteered to fight for the Union, and led men 
as an officer during that war. Johnny Ring was 
his adjutant, his aide. Now Conwell, when he 
went off to war, was an atheist and a skeptic. 
Johnny Ring was a faithful young Christian 
man, who witnessed to his fellow soldiers, who 
tried to be faithful in prayer, and study – and 
was often ridiculed. At one point, his 
commander, Col. Conwell, forbade him to 
prayer, or read scriptures in his tent. And he 
mocked him and made fun of him. But Johnny 
Ring stayed faithful, and simply wanted to be 
as faithful as he could be, where he was, 
especially as an aide to his commander. Then 
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June 2011
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Pentecost
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Father's Day
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Brief Choir Practice--

7:00 p.m
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26 27 28
WoB Luncheon

29
Brief Choir Practice--

7:00 p.m
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July 2011
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Bible School at Immanuel Lutheran Church 6 p.m.


