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Like me, I’m sure most of you have been 
made both anxious and hopeful by what is 
unfolding all across the Middle East. As one 
who has been both an Arab-world observer 
and participant for over twenty-five years, I 
knew this day was coming. We are at a very 
momentous point in human history, a sea 
change in the Middle East, the repercus-
sions of which will be as great or greater 
than the fall of the Berlin Wall. But like all 
seismic, life-changing events, I knew it 
would come on God’s timetable, not mine.

I’m in dead earnest when I bring God into 
this picture. The Bible, from beginning to 
end, is a story of people seeking and receiv-
ing freedom. Our forebears in the faith, the 
Hebrew people, were enslaved in Egypt. 
While in bondage, they did all of the back-
breaking work of building monuments for 

Pharaoh. God saw their plight, called forth a 
man with a rap sheet for murder and a stut-
terer to boot, to lead the Jews to freedom. 
And ever since Jesus uttered those famous 
words: “You shall know the truth and the 
truth shall set you free,” folks have seen in 
authentic Christianity that God wills free-
dom: personal, political, and spiritual – for 
all of God’s people.

History shows that while you can keep a 
people in bondage for awhile…sometimes for 
quite awhile…sooner or later, God speaks, 
the earth trembles, and people are able to 
loose their chains. How all this march for 
freedom in the Arab world is going to play 
out is anyone’s guess. I can only hope and 
pray that it results in more freedom for all.

You see, you can only mock and defy God 
for so long. The American poet, James 
Russell Lowell, said it best when he wrote:

Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong 
forever on the throne, - Yet that scaffold 
sways the future, and, behind the dim 
unknown, Standeth God within the 
shadow, keeping watch above his 
own.…Then to side with Truth is noble 
when we share her wretched crust, Ere her 
cause bring fame and profit, and `tis pros-
perous to be just; Then it is the brave man 
chooses, while the coward stands aside, 
Doubting in his abject spirit, till his Lord 
is crucified,  And the multitude make 
virtue of the faith they had denied. 
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This month the Bugle enters its second year 
of publication, and thus its second volume. 
Since our first, modest, front-and-back pager 
we have expanded to a regular eight-page 
magazine-format document, printed out in 
fine style on a brand new copier that has 
more brain-power in one transistor than 
your editor has in his whole head. We have 
published sixty-eight pages, and, at a rough 
estimate, probably working on 25,000 
words. We look forward to building on that 
foundation in the coming year, and beyond.

Also this month we introduce the first 
installment of a bi-monthly column: “The 
Superintendent's Corner.” Here, District 
Superintendent Rev. Bill Sterling will answer 
frequently asked questions about 
Methodism. Do you have a question about 
why we worship the way we do? Drop us a 
line and we'll pose it to Rev. Sterling. 
Answers to questions will be printed here 
and posted online at Bethesda's website, so 
newcomers to our church and to 
Methodism can use them as a resource.

Finally: by the time you read this, we will be 
a week or more into Lent, the forty-day 
period of preparation for Easter. In this 
time, many people fast, giving up some 
often enjoyable staple of their lives in an 

effort to commemorate the suffering of 
Christ. I have never adopted this practice, 
although I have been tempted occasionally. 
My preference, when I'm on top of things 
enough to be able to observe Lent, is to 
immerse myself in poetry, literature, and 
music that evoke the mood of this 
important time in the Christian calendar. 
To that end I would like to share a short 
work by the English poet Richard Crashaw 
(1613-1649), which was powerfully set to 
music by the composer Daniel Pinkham 
(1923-2006). I sang this piece in 1999, 
when I was in the Salisbury State University 
Choir, and I have never forgotten it, or the 
emotional impact it had on both the 
audience and the singers. One choir 
member was Jewish, and I still vividly 
remember the passion with which she sang 
the words below. She told us that the 
words, and the meaning they conveyed – 
despite her religion – were too visceral and 
emotional not to be moved by them. I don't 
believe I have ever encountered another 
Lenten work that matches the desperate 
expectation of Crashaw's. 

O save us then,
Merciful King of men!
Since Thou wouldst needs be thus
A Saviour, and at such a rate, for us.
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Save us, O save us, Lord.
We now will own no shorter wish, nor 
name a
narrower word;
 
Thy Blood bids us be bold,
Thy Wounds give us fair hold,
Thy Sorrows chide our shame:
Thy Cross, Thy Nature, and Thy Name
Advance our claim,
And cry with one accord,
 
Save them, O save them, Lord!
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Circle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of Concern

WINGS (Women IN God's Service) at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Preston 
are running their annual candy Easter 
Egg fundraiser. Eggs are $4.00 each, and 
are available in peanut butter, coconut, 
butter cream and cherry nut flavors. 
Orders can be placed through the 
church office, 410-673-7107, Mon.-Fri. 
9-noon. Orders should be in by April 1st 
and will be available for pickup 
beginning April 17th.

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs

Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income
The following figures cover the four 
weeks since the last issue of the Bugle. 
Average attendance is 56565656.. Our average 
weekly income is $977$977$977$977; per capita 
weekly contributions stand at approxi-
mately $17.51.$17.51.$17.51.$17.51. Based on our average 
weekly requirement of $1,200,$1,200,$1,200,$1,200, our 
current overall deficit is $2228.00.$2228.00.$2228.00.$2228.00.

Service DateService DateService DateService Date AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance
Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and 
OfferingOfferingOfferingOffering

Feb. 13 49 $686.00

Feb. 20 49 $684.50

Feb. 27 58 $1,902.00

Mar. 6 79 $1,201.01

Missions/OutreachMissions/OutreachMissions/OutreachMissions/Outreach
The Outreach/Missions committee is 
currently undertaking a new ministry 
project with Preston Elementary School 
called the “backpack program.” This 
project entails providing food for the 
weekend to children who would other-
wise have none. There are over 200 chil-
dren in the free and reduced lunch 
program at the school. Obviously, we as 
a church cannot provide for the entire 
amount, but I have been told by the 
school counselor that 68 children have 
brought in permission slips to receive a 
backpack. At this moment we are trying 
to get other churches to partner with us 
in this project so that no child will be 
refused. The hardest part is getting the 
parents to accept this help; we do not 
want anyone to be left out. It has taken 
us four months to get the needed per-
mission to proceed, and the number is a 
bit overwhelming at the moment, but I 
am trusting God to provide. He has 
never let us down before and I do not 
think He will start now.

Jesus said: “You 
shall know the 

truth and the truth 
shall set you free.”

John 8:32

The backpacks will be packed with the 
food on Thursdays and delivered to the 
school on Friday mornings. The children 
will bring the backpacks back on Monday 
and they will then be picked up at the 
school on Tuesdays to be filled the follow-
ing Thursday; to be repeated every week 
until school is out for the summer. I know 
this is a big undertaking, but it is a neces-
sary one that will reach out to the commu-
nity and feed hungry children. It would be 
much appreciated if the congregation 
would help in this project with donations 
of food or even monetary donations. We 
have purchased 48 backpacks and 10 have 
been donated by the Easton District Out-
reach team; food for at least the first week 
has also been purchased. Although we have 
enough to get started it will take much 
more than we have at the moment to 
cover this project. I would ask that every-
one would be in prayer, and if you feel so 
led to help us with this project as a church, 
please let a member of the 
Outreach/Missions committee know.

 Debbie Weems Debbie Weems Debbie Weems Debbie Weems

On Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. during 
Lent, beginning with March 24, Bethesda 
Church will be offering a 4 part study 
titled: "From Jesus to Christ: The Story of 
the First Christians."

First shown on PBS' Frontline program 
almost a decade ago, this compelling 
video study shows us the progression 
from the birth of an obscure carpenter's 
son to his official recognition as the 
Christ, the Messiah, by the Emperor 
Constantine a little over 300 hundred 
years later.

We will also learn how some recent 
archeological artifacts, along with newly 
discovered documents from this same 
time period shed light on how the first 
Christian communities were formed.  
This is a very enlightening series that will 
help us all better understand the earliest 
Christians and, in so doing, our faith will 
be deepened.

Lenten StudiesLenten StudiesLenten StudiesLenten Studies

THIS JUST IN!! THIS JUST IN!! THIS JUST IN!! THIS JUST IN!! 
Wanda Prothero, 
chair of the Staff-
Parish Relations 
Committee, 
announced at the 
March 13 service 

that Rev. Cruikshank has been 
reassigned to Bethesda for the 2011-
2012 term. The Bugle looks forward 
to spending another year with Bill 
and Joy!

EarthquakeEarthquakeEarthquakeEarthquake

ReliefReliefReliefRelief
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Superintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s Corner
“Why Do Methodist Ministers Move So “Why Do Methodist Ministers Move So “Why Do Methodist Ministers Move So “Why Do Methodist Ministers Move So 
Frequently?”Frequently?”Frequently?”Frequently?”

It seems like every time you turn around, 
the Methodist minister is moving to 
another appointment, and a new one is 
coming to town. Why do they have to 
move so frequently, especially if the pastor 
is doing a good job?

The mobility of Methodist ministers is 
called “itinerancy,” which means going 
from place to place to do something. It 
was part of the Methodist movement 
from its beginnings in the early American 
colonies.  There were several reasons for 
this. John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, believed in itinerancy as a 
way of keeping pastoral assignments short 
so that deep attachments would not be 
formed. Wesley believed that if a pastor 
stayed too long in one place, his 
effectiveness could be compromised. 
Another practical reason was that the 
mobility of the Methodist minister 
allowed him to travel fast and light up 
and down the colonies. The usual practice 

was to go from town to town, on what was 
known as a circuit. The preacher would 
usually stay with a family, conduct services, 
perform weddings, and other pastoral tasks.  
This mobility took its toll on the pastors as 
they often were traveling in all kinds of 
weather.

This ability to be mobile positioned the 
Methodist church to respond to the 
westward expansion following the 
Revolutionary War. As settlers began to 
cross the Appalachian Mountains, the 
Methodists had the mechanisms of ministry 
in place to move with them. As the 
Methodist movement grew and expanded 
with the nation, it is said that at one time, 
there were more Methodist churches than 
there were post offices. 

At one time, not so long ago, pastors did not 
know if they were moving until the pastoral 
appointments were read at Annual 
Conference. Many pastors would rush out of 
Annual Conference, call home, and tell the 
family to start packing.

Today, ordained United Methodist pastors 
still take a vow to go where they are sent. 
The process is a little more humane and 
rarely a last minute notification. While a 
pastor’s moving is often a sad time for both 
pastor and congregation, itinerancy allows 
pastors to be deployed where their gifts 
and graces are needed, as well as providing 
rich opportunities for churches to continue 
vital ministries under the pastoral 
leadership of new pastors.

 Rev. Bill SterlingRev. Bill SterlingRev. Bill SterlingRev. Bill Sterling

Who Was Charles Wright?Who Was Charles Wright?Who Was Charles Wright?Who Was Charles Wright?
firma, hence he was master of sailing vessels 
before reaching his twenty-second year.” 
According to the Denton Journal, “he went 
to sea in his youth and by the time he was 
21 was captain of the coasting schooner 

Pandora.”1

In 1877 Wright qualified to be a pilot on the 
Chesapeake Bay, and rose quickly to 
prominence in the steamship business in the 

region. 2 In rapid succession he went from 
pilot, to mate, and ultimately to captain on 
the “Wheeler Line” of steamships that plied 
the waters between Baltimore and Caroline 
County. For that company, Wright skippered 
the steamers Ruggles, Minnie Wheeler, and 
the Chesapeake. Wright’s travels up and down 
Caroline County lent him considerable social 
cachet, a factor that perhaps helped him win 
one term in the House of Delegates in 1885. 
At the end of his term, in 1887, Wright joined 
the Choptank Steamboat Company and 

became the master of the Choptank. 3 Wright 
thus belonged to, and perhaps epitomizes, an 
era local historians have long romanticized, 

This issue of the Bugle brings to a close our 
series of reprints of “The Rise of Methodism 
in the Lower Part of Caroline County, 
Maryland,” by Captain Charles W. Wright, 
which ran originally in the Denton Journal 
in the winter of 1930-1931. Although 
sometimes not perfectly accurate, Wright’s 
work is essential to our understanding of 
local history, both because his writings are 
among the only ones of their kind, and 
because they seem to have been based at 
least partially on his own personal 
recollections.

Charles Willis Wright was born October 17, 
1854 to Willis and Margaret Frances 
Patchett Wright. Around the time of 
Charles’ birth, the Wrights moved to a farm 
north of Preston, and in 1863, the family 
bought the farm inhabited until recently by 
Lloyd Poole, at the intersection of 
Havercamp and Poplar Neck roads. This is 
where Charles spent his youth. As one 
newspaper described him, rather fancily, 
“while a mere lad the classic deity, Neptune, 
had more attraction for him than terra 

with steamer captains cast as heroic figures 
of a bygone golden age of river and rail 
transport.

On July 16, 1889, the Benjamin Harrison 
administration appointed Wright Assistant 
Inspector of Steam Vessels, and he relocated 

from Poplar Neck to Baltimore.4 Wright was 
reappointed to that position in 1893, despite 
the recent change in presidential 
administrations. As the Denton Journal 
explained, “[a]though his office is not under 
civil service regulations, the Captain’s 
personal popularity and eminent 
qualifications gave him a support that the 
Cleveland Administration did not see fit to 
ignore.” Shortly thereafter, on January 14, 
1896, Wright married Cornelia Sophia 
Stockley, daughter of Col. Albert A. Stockley, 
a Baltimore liquor wholesaler and Civil War 

veteran.5 According to one news report, 
“Nellie” was “pretty and a favorite among her 
friends.” Charles and Cornelia seem to have 
had two children, Margaret S. Wright and 

Joseph M. Wright.6

1 - Denton Journal, February 6, 1926, 5; 
Ibid., September 15, 1934, 5.
2 - Ibid.
3 - On the various vessels Wright cap-
tained, see Caroline County Vertical Files, 
Cities–Choptank, Caroline County Library 
(Denton, MD). 
4 - “Assistant inspector of hulls,” according 
to language in the Baltimore Sun on July 
15, 1889. In the 1880 census Wright was 
living with his parents, and presumably 

did so throughout the following decade. 
His career was listed as “Sailor.”
5 - Col. Albert Augustus Stockley (October 
19, 1840–November 24, 1904) was born 
in Albany, New York. His parents, Caleb 
and Agnes Stockley, died when he was 
young, and after apprenticing as a carpen-
ter, Stockley went into business in New 
York City. He enlisted in the Eighth New 
York Heavy Artillery at the start of the 
Civil War and was quickly promoted to 

Second Lieutenant. He fought in several 
campaigns in Virginia and was wounded 
at Cold Harbor, an especially bloody bat-
tle for the Union forces that took place in 
May-June 1864. Afterward Stockley was 
garrisoned at Federal Hill, in Baltimore, 
and stayed in the city after the close of the 
war. He married Amelia S. Schillinger in 
June 1865 (died December 7, 1903), and 
they had two children, Albert A. and Cor-
nelia Sophia. Stockley became a promi-
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Who Was Charles Wright?Who Was Charles Wright?Who Was Charles Wright?Who Was Charles Wright?
efficiency were the keys to strengthening 
American productivity. “With wages high in 
this country and low in other countries, the 
difference in the cost of operation of the ships 
will have to be offset in some other way. 
Much can be accomplished along this line by 
the officers practicing economy and saving 

expenses wherever they can.”12 

Outside of professional topics, Wright’s 
intellectual pursuits tended to focus on the 
Chesapeake Bay, and points east. He was 
probably a founding member of the Caroline 
County chapter of the Baltimore Eastern 
Shore Society, a still-extant organization that 
counted among its membership other 
important Prestonians of that era, including 
J. Frank Lednum, Nelson H. Fooks, Dr. 
Eugene Douglass, and Col. A.W. Sisk. At a 
November 1915 chapter meeting, Wright 
“read an interesting paper on the history of 
Caroline county, presenting some little 

known facts about this section of the State.”13 
Apparently recognized as an expert on the 
Chesapeake, Wright delivered at least two 
talks on the subject. In the spring of 1916 he 
read “Chesapeake Bay, the Mother of Waters” 
at the Maryland Academy of Sciences; in late 
1922 Wright spoke to the Baltimore Lions’ 
Club on “Chesapeake Bay and Its 
Tributaries.”14

In 1907 Wright published a genealogical 
work that was twenty years in the making, 
and perhaps his magnum opus. The Wright 
Ancestry of Caroline, Dorchester, Somerset, 
and Wicomico Counties, Maryland was an 
exhaustive treatment and index of Wright’s 
immediate and extended families, from 
settlement to the then-present day. A work 

In April 1900, Wright was promoted to chief 
inspector, and gained a significant pay raise 
from $1800 to $2250 per year – princely 
sums for that era.7 Fire was a major threat 
to steamships – one Wright had personally 
experienced in his days aboard the 
Choptank – so it is perhaps unsurprising 
that Wright seems to have made fire safety 

a particular priority.8 Of Wright’s inspection 
record, a superior noted in 1904, “I have 
never found better conditions existing, and 
the local board here is most methodical. 
The boats, too, are up to the standard, and 

I am well pleased with my inspection.”9 In 
May 1907 the Tolchester Steamboat 
Company invited a host of guests, including 
Wright, on a bay excursion. A news article 
describing the event noted that the liner 
had “everything in readiness for all possible 

happenings.”10

Wright’s position accorded him a kind of 
expert status, and gave him access to the 
elite social and intellectual life of Baltimore. 
He was invited on numerous occasions to 
speak before groups on matters related to 
steamships, and on other subjects further 
afield, and did so with both wit and wisdom. 
In 1907, for instance, he spoke before the 
Towboat Owners’ Association on the 
growth of the industry since the Civil War. 
Wright was no stranger to tugboats, which 
fell under his jurisdiction as inspector. 
Perhaps more surprising, however, was the 
verse he composed for the group, rhyming 
the names of all eighty tugs then in the fleet 
overseen by his office. The rhymes were 
received with mass applause.11 In 1921 
Wright delivered an address to merchant 
ship officers on the impact of globalization 
on the steamship industry. “It will take the 
concentrated efforts of all those interested 
in these activities to meet the strong 
competition that the American Merchant 
Marine will be called upon to encounter,” 
Wright explained. American steamship 
crews cost more than those from other 
countries – those expenses had to be 
accommodated somewhere else in 
merchant shipping’s business model. Like 
many of his contemporaries during the 
booming 1920s, Wright believed that 
elimination of waste and increased 

of some wit and self-awareness, with a strong 
attention to thoroughness and detail, the 
Ancestry displays some of what we must 
assume were traits in Wright’s personality. It 
remains extremely useful a century later, 
especially due to its firsthand biographies of 
the Wrights in the Preston region. In a review 
of the book, the Denton Journal noted that 
it was “a distinct credit to the writer and will 
be of value to all Maryland genealogists from 
the accuracy of its statements, the intelligent 
classification of its material, the wide scope 
of its family connection, the documentary 
evidence quoted and the careful index that 
makes the information included readily 

found.”15 Commenting on his findings, Wright 
noted the words of a minister who once 
claimed that few people could “follow their 
family tree far without finding some relative 
hanging from a limb.” Thankfully, Wright 
concluded, no one in his Ancestry “has had 
their animation thus suspended.”16

Wright’s six articles on Methodism, published 
in 1930-1931 for the Denton Journal, were 
crowning works in a life of achievement. They 
provide the modern church historian with 
invaluable knowledge of Methodism that is 
now largely lost. The installments dealing 
with Bethesda’s antebellum relationship with 
blacks, and the career of Gabriel Friend, 
capture at least a sense of another lost 
element of local life: race relations. Based on 
these writings, Wright comes across as fairly 
liberal on race, although that attitude was 
inflected by a paternalism typical both of the 
era, and of the southern tilt of Eastern Shore 
culture. Wright’s racial attitude might suggest 
a broader liberalism in his political views. We 
know from the Ancestry that Wright’s father, 
Willis Wright, was, for his day, liberal in his 
politics. Before the Civil War, Willis had been 
a member of the Whig party, which at the 
national level had called for a strong federal 
role in the economy. He had also been an 
abolitionist. During the Civil War, Willis, like 
many in Caroline, endorsed the Union cause, 
and from 1861 to 1863 he joined a militia at 
Linchester. After the war, Willis became a 
Republican, and ran unsuccessfully on that 

ticket for county commissioner in 1889.17  It 
would not be unusual for a child to adopt the 

nent liquor wholesaler, eventually 
establishing a store on Light Street. Several 
years after the war he was promoted to 
colonel and placed in command of the 
Third Maryland Infantry. (Baltimore Sun, 
November 25, 1904)
6 - Denton Journal, September 15, 1934, 5.
7 - Baltimore Sun, April 17, 1900.
8 - For instance, the Choptank’s smoke-
stack caught fire during a trip in Novem-
ber 1887. It was put out before it caused 

much damage. Denton Journal, Novem-
ber 5, 1887, 3.
9 - Baltimore Sun, June 26, 1904.
10 - Baltimore American, May 29, 1907.
11 - Baltimore Sun, February 18, 1907.
12 - Baltimore American, March 29, 1921. 
For more on the obsession with efficiency 
in the 1920s, seeKendrick A. Clements, 
Hoover, Conservation, and Consumerism: 
Engineering the Good Life (University 
Press of Kansas, 2000)

13 - Baltimore Sun, November 11, 1915.
14 - Ibid, February 14, 1916; Baltimore 
American, November 22, 1922.
15 - Denton Journal, February 5, 1910, 5.
16 - Charles W. Wright, The Wright An-
cestry of Caroline, Dorchester, Somerset, 
and Wicomico Counties, Maryland 
(Baltimore: Baltimore City Printing and 
Binding Co., 1907), passim, 14.
17 - Wright Ancestry, 126-27.

Contd. p. 5
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On the fourth angle of the square stood 
the preacher[’]s stand, fronting the square, 
that was filled with rough board seats for 
the hundred, and some time thousand, 
regardless of creed or denomination, that 
came from far and near in every kind of 
conveyance from coach to cart-wheels, 
while many walked for miles.

A fence ran across in the rear of the stand, 
back or over which the colored folks 
camped in a less pretentious manner than 
the whites. Their seats were so as to face 
the back of the preacher[’]s stand.

Lighting of the camp was from burning 
light-wood (generally knots and stumps) in 
a shallow clay lined wooden box, 
supported by four posts about seven feet 
high. This method was superceded [sic] by 
oil lamps about 1865.

Routine of worship was a short prayer 
service at 6:30 a.m. o’clock. Preaching at 
10:30 a.m., a short special service at 1:30 
p.m., preaching at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Each 
service was announced by the vigorous 
blowing of a loud horn, until a large bell 
came in use about the time lamps did for 
lighting.

Sermons were by the best pulpit orators 
available, the effective points frequently 
bringing forth loud “amens!” from the 
auduience [sic], sometimes echoed back by 
some of the enthusiastic colored 
worshipers in the rear.

If the preacher did not close with an 
exhortation, a short and stirring one would 
be delivered by another, appealing to 
sinners to flee the wrath of eternal 
condemnation that awaited them. Also 
inviting them to come forward, kneel at 
the mourners’ bench, and ask God’s 
forgiveness of their sins.

Before these meetings had progressed 
many days it was nothing unusual at the 

The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part The Rise of Methodism in the Lower Part 
of Caroline County, Maryland (Part 6 of of Caroline County, Maryland (Part 6 of of Caroline County, Maryland (Part 6 of of Caroline County, Maryland (Part 6 of 
6)6)6)6)
By Capt. Charles W. WrightBy Capt. Charles W. WrightBy Capt. Charles W. WrightBy Capt. Charles W. Wright
Originally published in the Originally published in the Originally published in the Originally published in the Denton Denton Denton Denton 
JournalJournalJournalJournal, January 17, 1931, pg. 4, January 17, 1931, pg. 4, January 17, 1931, pg. 4, January 17, 1931, pg. 4

Note: the following is reprinted “as is,” with few 
edits or annotations. Although they are 
indispensible sources, Wright’s articles naturally 
do not reflect modern research, attitudes, or 
vocabulary.

Camp-MeetingsCamp-MeetingsCamp-MeetingsCamp-Meetings

In the rise of Methodism here as 
elsewhere much evangelism was done at 
the crude altars at camp-meetings, which 
were carefully and prayerfully planned for. 
The first large camp-meeting held under 
the auspices of Bethesda Church was in 
1857 and 58, located on Marshy Creek, 
surrounding where the colored M.E. 
church now stands, about one mile 
northwesterly from Preston.

Camps were afterward held annually up 
to and including 1870 in “Hubbard’s 
Woods,” a beautiful oak forest on the 
southwest side of the branch, and on the 
right of the road leading from the Preston-
Linchester road to Harmony and about 
three-fourths of a mile “as the crow flies” 
from the two former places.

The essential for the location of a large 
camp were, a flowing stream, or springs, 
and where water could be obtained from 
dug wells. Also eight or ten acres of good 
shady woods. Single story tents were 
located on three angles of a hollow 
square, in the rear of these another row of 
tents, covered wagons, and possibly a few 
covered carts, and no objection to either 
on the back row, just so the occupants 
were staying on the camp ground.

afternoon or night service for many to 
come forward and kneel on the straw-
carpeted ground, and while inspiring 
choruses were sung by hundreds, 
interspersed with fervent prayers, the loud 
cries of penitential souls were heard above 
the voice of song, until here, there, and 
still others arose, loudly proclaiming they 
were redeemed by God’s pardoning grace 
through his Son, Jesus.

When religious emotion was once stirred 
conversions by the score and shouts in the 
camp were certain to follow.

The colored campers were allowed to hold 
their own service for about an hour after 
the regular service was closed. When the 
slaves were freed colored people were 
permitted to hold camps of their own, the 
principal one of which was in Joshua 
Johns Woods. After the colored people 
ceased to camp at Hubbard’s Woods a 
row of tents were located well in the rear 
of the stand, thus making a broad and 
continuous walkway between the front 
tents and the seatings. This offered an 
additional inducement for the beaux and 
belles, also others, to promenade even to 
the encroachment more and more on the 
hours of worship. This, and other 
pleasurable participations, though ever so 
moral in character, religion ceased to be 
the chief concern of most of the 
attendants, hence the camp was 
discontinued after 1870 or 1871.

Notwithstanding passing over 50 years ago 
of the camp-meetings at Hubbard’s 
Woods, men and women in this 
community, regardless of denominational 
adherence are still religious; but let us 
hope, and pray, that other evangelizing 
forces will not depart as completely as the 
glories of the good old-time camp-
meeting.

The End.

Who Was Charles Wright? (contd.)Who Was Charles Wright? (contd.)Who Was Charles Wright? (contd.)Who Was Charles Wright? (contd.)
politics of his parent. In Charles Wright’s 
case, however, the opposite seems to have 
happened. When Wright ran for the House 
of Delegates in 1885, he did so as a 

Democrat.18  Perhaps his political views 
softened in his old age – certainly his racial 
attitude seems to have done so. In an 1885 
Denton Journal article on a comic 
performance by the Preston Amateur 
Dramatic Association, Wright is described as 
a “capital delineator of the African” who 

performed “some laughable negro songs.”19 

In their failure to be consistent for scholars 
looking backward, perhaps Wright’s views 
best demonstrate the profound complexity 
and contradictions of identity and political 
ideology in nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century Preston. Through a figure like Wright 
we know a great deal of what life was like 
around Bethesda in the past – but, 
unfortunately, it is still not enough to know 
him or his times well.

Wright retired from his post in Baltimore in 
January 1926, having served on it for nearly 

thirty-seven years. He died September 9, 1934 

after a long illness.20 Given his contributions 
to local history, it is ironic that Wright himself 
seems to have been more forward than 
backward looking. An epigraph quoting him 
at the front of the Ancestry probably best 
sums up his outlook: “It does not matter as 
much whence we came, as it does where we 
are going.”

18 - Based on online state records accessed March 7, 2011 at: 
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/speccol/sc2600/sc2685/house/html/cahouse.html
19 - Denton Journal, March 7, 1885, 3.
20 - Denton Journal, September 15, 1934, 5
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Outside the Red Doors: Revered James McCarterOutside the Red Doors: Revered James McCarterOutside the Red Doors: Revered James McCarterOutside the Red Doors: Revered James McCarter
“The Fighting Parson”:“The Fighting Parson”:“The Fighting Parson”:“The Fighting Parson”:
Rev. James M. McCarter Rev. James M. McCarter Rev. James M. McCarter Rev. James M. McCarter 
(1822-1900)(1822-1900)(1822-1900)(1822-1900)

Last issue we reprinted trustee minutes and a news 
article referencing Rev. James M. McCarter as the 
special preacher at Bethesda’s dedication service in 
September 1877. Although at the time he was living 
in Chincoteague, Virginia, and would go on to live 
elsewhere on Delmarva, McCarter had a long 
association with Preston, and ultimately retired 
here in the 1880s. He is one of Preston’s most 
significant residents ever, and perhaps gives us 
some sense of the ideological bearing of Bethesda 
and the wider community in that era. This entry 
profiles McCarter’s early years, up through the Civil 
War. Next issue will cover his life on the Eastern 
Shore. (NB: the brief biographical note on McCarter 
last month misstated McCarter’s birth year as 1827; 
the correct information is below.)

In the cemetery adjoining the Bethesda 
United Methodist Church is the simple, 
unassuming tombstone of Rev. James 
Mayland McCarter. Its short inscription 
barely hints at the remarkable story of 
this preacher, author, abolitionist, and 
soldier, whose life was forever altered by 
the maelstrom of nineteenth-century 
America’s struggle over slavery and 
sectionalism. 

Born in New York City in 1822, 
McCarter’s family relocated to 
Pennsylvania shortly afterward. About the 
age of 15 he began preaching, and for 
several years assisted appointed 
Methodist preachers on local circuits. In 
1842, he joined the Philadelphia 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church (the old name for today’s United 
Methodist Church). He was ordained a 
deacon in 1844 and an elder in 1846. 

The Philadelphia Conference then 
included within its bounds southeastern 
Pennsylvania, the Eastern Shores of 
Maryland and Virginia, and Delaware – 
both slave and free territory within the 
same body. As a result, the conference 
was deeply divided over the “vexed 
question” of slavery. To retain the loyalty 
of its churches on the Shore, the 
conference tried to steer a middle-of-the-
road course, excluding from its 
ministerial ranks both men who owned 
slaves and those who were outspoken 
abolitionists. In 1858, a celebrated 
church trial took place of an abolitionist 
minister named John Long. An 
outspoken defender of Long, McCarter 
later published his own account of the 
trial, entitled Border Methodism and 
Border Slavery. By coming out publicly 
as an abolitionist, and criticizing in print 

his own conference, McCarter became a 
pariah within the body. In a letter written 
a few years later, McCarter noted how he 
had experienced the “alienation of his 
brethren” for his actions. 

After the start of the Civil War, McCarter 
served briefly as a chaplain in a three-
months’ regiment, and in September of 
1861 was asked by the War Department 
to raise and command a new regiment, 
which became the 93rd Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. A gifted orator, McCarter’s 
appeals were so effective that in about a 
month he had recruited over a thousand 
men. 

In March 1862, the 93rd was preparing 
to embark for General McClellan’s ill-
fated Peninsula Campaign in 
southeastern Virginia. While awaiting 
deployment, McCarter penned a letter to 
the Philadelphia Conference, soon to 
meet in the city of Philadelphia. 
McCarter could not be present for the 
annual conference session as required, so 
he wrote to request a leave of absence, 
or, failing that, that he somehow be 
allowed to remain in good standing. 
Given his history with the body, however, 
the clergy were in no mood to grant 
special favors, and the conference voted 
that McCarter be “located.” The decision 
meant that he could retain his 
ordination, but in effect was kicked out 
of the conference. 

The 93rd was engaged on May 31, 1862 
at the Battle of Fair Oaks, suffering high 
casualties – among them its commander. 
McCarter was blown off his horse by a 
shell, and left for dead on the field; he 
later spent time recuperating in a 
Baltimore hospital, but pain treatments 
with opium (then legal) apparently led to 
an addiction. Later in 1862 he was 
court-martialed and removed from 
command for drunkenness on duty, 
though it may really have been the pain 
medication. Politically connected, 
McCarter managed to regain command 
of his regiment in 1863, and participated 
in several more battles, including 
Gettysburg. However, he continued to 
struggle with his addiction, and resigned 
his command in 1863. 

After the war, McCarter did not re-enter 
the regular ministry, but was still 
ordained and authorized to administer 
the sacraments, his status that of a “local 
preacher.” Local preachers could assist 
the appointed ministers, and sometimes 
were put in charge of churches in special 
circumstances. After being located, 
McCarter had to make his living another 
way. In the later 1860s, he gravitated to 
lower Caroline County, buying land 
around Preston and becoming associated 
with Bethesda and other churches in the 
area. He continued to preach, even 
founding a Methodist Church on 
Chincoteague Island in the 1870s. 

McCarter died June 18, 1900, and was 
remembered as “one of the most brilliant 
orators of the Methodist Church 
…[whose] patriotism and love of country 
will stand as an abiding monument.”

Rev. Joseph DiPaoloRev. Joseph DiPaoloRev. Joseph DiPaoloRev. Joseph DiPaolo

Rev. Di Paolo grew up in the New 
York City area. He attended 
Eastern (now Palmer) Theological 
Seminary, and then Princeton 
Seminary. He was ordained and 
appointed to his first church in 
Philadelphia in 1988, and is 
currently the senior pastor at 
Wayne United Methodist Church, 
in Wayne, Pennsylvania. He has 
authored or edited two books on 

Methodist figures from the Eastern Shore: My 
Business Was to Fight the Devil: Recollections of 
Rev. Adam Wallace, Peninsula Circuit Rider, 1847-
1865 (1998), and “To Your Tens, O Israel!” The Life 
of Andrew Manship, Evangelist and Entrepreneur 
(2009). He will be speaking at Bethesda on 
McCarter and the relationship between abolition 
and Methodism, particularly on the Shore, on May 
14, 2011.

McCarter in his Civil War uniform.
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Trustees called to meet1

Nov. 1st 1877

J.E. Douglass Present

W.W. Williamson “2

H.F. Willis “

D.R. Wright “
J.B. Fletcher “

J.W. Harris3 absent

Sexton4 to be appointed. Bring business before this.5 D.R. Wright in the chair. W.E. Todd6 unanimous[ly] appointed Sexton. 

Moved W.S. Bradley7 be requested to take charge of Basket or penny collection & keep acct. of same. Adjourned to meet at 

Harmony8 Nov. 6th 1877.

The new church having been dedicated – finally – it was back to business as usual for the Bethesda trustees.

1 - This word is illegible in the original.
2 - I am substituting the “ditto” sign 
here for the character scribbled in by 
the author to indicate each trustee was 
present.
3 - The strikethrough is in the original.
4 - As noted in the past, the church sex-
ton handled maintenance and ground-

skeeping. It was a position Bethesda 
seems to have had trouble filling, with 
constant turnover.
5 - “This” doesn’t seem correct, but 
there’s no clear alternative.
6 - Almost certainly William E. Todd, 
who was a local carpenter (PH: 156, 
159).

7 - Presumably William S. Bradley, broth-
er to Wes Bradley, the local preacher and 
church trustee who has appeared at nu-
merous points in these minutes.
8 - That is, Harmony Methodist Episco-
pal Church, which was on Bethesda’s 
circuit at this time.

The following two excerpts derive from 
what appears to be a parish history 
authored by Isaac Jewell, one of two 
ministers appointed to the Federalsburg 
Circuit for the years 1876-78. This 
circuit contained Bethesda from around 
1871 through, perhaps, 1886, at which 
point Bethesda became the center of its 

own circuit. As the writings will show, 
Jewell's tenure in Preston was not a 
happy one, with Bethesda's internal 
politics threatening to tear the church 
apart.

I would like to express my profound 
thanks to Union United Methodist, in 
Federalsburg, for their generous 

donation to our archives of one of their 
church histories, and for their overall 
helpfulness. The chance discovery of this 
record is entirely due to them.

I have taken the liberty of editing the 
transcription available to me to increase 
readability.

Bethesda History Notes Part TwoBethesda History Notes Part TwoBethesda History Notes Part TwoBethesda History Notes Part Two
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March 2011

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8
Shrove Tuesday

9
Ash Wednesday

10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17
St. Patrick's Day

18 19

20 21 22 23 24
Lenten Study 1

25 26

27 28 29 30 31
Lenten Study 2

April 2011

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7
Lenten Study 3

8 9

10 11 12 13 14
Lenten Study 4

15 16

17
Palm Sunday

18 19 20 21
Maundy Thursday

22
Good Friday

23

24
Easter Sunday

25 26 27 28 29 30

Visit us online at PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!


