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Maybe I haven't been watching the right 
TV channels or hanging out with the right 
people, but as 2010 ends and 2011 begins, 
I sense there is much less interest in New 
Year's resolutions than in the times past. If 
I'm correct in this observation, then let me 
offer an explanation: there are fewer New 
Year's resolutions this year because our 
experience has been one of having trouble 
keeping the ones made in previous years. 
Somebody needs to lose, say, thirty 
pounds. As they sing Auld Lang Syne on 
New Year’s Eve, they firmly resolve that 
this will be the year the thirty pounds 
come off. But come the next New Year's 
Eve, they're carrying around the same 30 
pounds. Maybe more.

 Or this is the year you vow to give up 
smoking. 365 days later and you're still 
addicted to nicotine. (As an aside: it strikes 
me odd that marijuana is actively prose-
cuted by law enforcement, but tobacco 
manufacturers get a free pass. Maybe if the 
marijuana growers gave members of Con-
gress as much money as they get from the 
tobacco companies, the playing field would 
be more even. Surely tobacco should be as 
illegal as marijuana?)

The Bible is very familiar with our inability 
to be as good as our word. Paul, in his letter 
to the Romans, chapter 7:15 and following, 
says:

I do not understand my own actions. For I 
do not do what is right, but I do the very 

thing I hate...but in fact, it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin that dwells within me.... 
I can will what is right; but I cannot do it. 
Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me...Who will rescue me from this 
body of death?

Paul came to realize, after this honest 
look at himself, that to the degree he 
does what is right and good, it is only by 
the grace of God – not by his own efforts. 
So if there is something in your life that 
you want to change, but are powerless to 
do it yourself, ask God for help.

Happy New Year!

BillBillBillBill
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I am proud to announce that, as a result 
of Charge Conference action last month, 
the History Commission has been 
elevated to a proper church committee: 
the History and Archives Committee. 
Although the title might seem 
overblown, it is a pretty good 
representation of the committee’s 
function. Bethesda is home to many 
irreplaceable ledgers and documents 
that tell the story not only of the 
congregation, but of Preston and 
surrounding communities, too. At least 
two of our ledgers are around 150 years 
old, and several others are around the 
century mark. While they are in stable 
condition, none of these records are in 
great condition, and it is one of the 
committee’s main purposes to preserve 
them so that future generations will 
have access to their contents.

As part of our 2011 activities, the 
committee plans to give out, in March, a 
Most Valuable Historian award. This will 
be an annual award presented to the 
member (or friend) of the congregation 
whom we feel has done the most to 
preserve Bethesda’s historical legacy. The 

winner will be announced in March’s 
issue of the Bugle. Do you have a 
nomination? Let us know by February 
15!

Finally, in preparation for Consecration 
Sunday on March 6, I want to introduce 
Rev. Dr. David Buchanan, our Guest 
Leader for the proceedings. Buchanan 
received his Master of Divinity from 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary at 
Rutgers University, and his Doctor of 
Ministry from Drew University. He was 
ordained in 1975 and spent 32 years as 
a pastor in New Jersey and New York. 
Since 1999 he has been involved in 
philanthropic development, and he is 
the Director of Development at Camp 
Pecometh. In the next couple months 
Buchanan will help guide Bethesda in 
finding new purpose in the community, 
and in discovering new avenues by 
which each one of us can put our faith 
into action. Next month the Bugle will 
feature an article on Consecration 
Sunday, and I want to invite everyone 
specially to come in the next several 
weeks and see what it’s all about. 
Readers will perhaps remember that we 
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celebrated October’s anniversary with a 
discussion of “Rededication in a Time 
of Adversity.” Here, now, is a prime 
opportunity to take part in that 
renewal.

Eric CheezumEric CheezumEric CheezumEric Cheezum

Joy and I thank all of you for your 
generous Christmas gift.  You have 
become like family to us and for that, 
we give thanks.

Bill & Joy CruikshankBill & Joy CruikshankBill & Joy CruikshankBill & Joy Cruikshank
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Circle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of ConcernCircle of Concern

 Check out Bethesda's website, at 
PrestonBethesdaUMC.org!

 The church is seeking volunteers for 
acolytes, Sunday School teachers, 
and liturgists. Contact Kari Farnell.

 Adult Bible Study, led by Rev. 
Cruikshank. Sundays in the Chapel, 
9:30-10:30.

 SPRC Meeting Tuesday, January 25, 
6:30 p.m.

 Admin. Council Thursday, January 
27, 7:00 pm

News BriefsNews BriefsNews BriefsNews Briefs

Curtain Call!Curtain Call!Curtain Call!Curtain Call!

The congregation 
would like to offer 

a very special thank you 
to Helen Fletcher for 
her generous donation 
of the new stage curtains 
in the Fellowship Hall. The 
previous, red curtains were 
the originals, installed when 
the hall was built in 1956!

Weekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly IncomeWeekly Income
The following figures cover the eight 
weeks since the last issue of the Bugle. 
Our average weekly income is $995$995$995$995; 
per capita weekly contributions stand 
at approximately $19.26.$19.26.$19.26.$19.26. Based on our 
average weekly requirement of $1,200,$1,200,$1,200,$1,200, 
our current overall deficit is $614.00.$614.00.$614.00.$614.00.

Service DateService DateService DateService Date AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and Tithes and 
OfferingOfferingOfferingOffering

Dec. 12 ?  $869.00

Dec. 19 ? $1,839.00

Dec. 26 No Service N/A

Jan. 2 48 $1,158.00

Jan. 9 47 $727.00

Jan. 16 60 $1,101.00

Want to receive 
an electronic 
copy of the Bugle 
every month? 

Drop us a line with your 
email address and we'll 
add you to our mailing list. 

My Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda MemoriesMy Bethesda Memories
Some of my early memories are of sled-
ding behind Bethesda Church. During 
my early teens when school closed 
because of bad snow, my brother Dave 
and I would go into town to go sledding 
down the hill behind the church. Usually 
we went after we did all of our farm work 
taking care of the cows. After lunch we 
would walk to town, pulling our sleds 
behind us. We would sled down the hill. 
This was the best  place in town to sled. 
We had a good long run, because there 
weren't any markers or monuments in 
our way. After our wonderful downhill 
run, we would wind up in Mrs. Thelma 
Blades' side yard after bursting through 
the hedge on the edge of the cemetery. 
Usually there would be a dozen or so 
other school mates having the same good 
time. After we had sledded down the hill, 
and walked back up to the top many, 
many times, we were very tired and ready 
to go home. I had not thought about this 
for years until we had the recent snow-
falls.

Tom Cheezum Tom Cheezum Tom Cheezum Tom Cheezum ((((Sr.Sr.Sr.Sr.))))

Missions/OutreachMissions/OutreachMissions/OutreachMissions/Outreach
We have been quite busy recently, and 
all to God’s glory. We were able to send 
a donation to St. Martin’s Ministries, in 
Ridgely, in the amount of $500.00 to 
help with their overwhelming needs to 
help the needy. The committee also 
agreed to send $500.00 to the “Nothing 
but Nets” program, which provides mos-
quito netting to countries where malaria 
is quite rampant. These nets have cut 
down on the contraction of malaria and 
will continue to do so, God willing.

John Legates received a gift of $50.00 for 
Christmas and the Poinsettias are being 
delivered to our shut-ins as well. We also 
helped with the food boxes for Christ-
mas, alongside the Women of Bethesda, 
for the family with five children that our 
wonderful church adopted for Christmas, 
along with three other families.

This year the Missions/Outreach paid 
the shipping charges on the Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes. We had a 
total of 38 boxes that were delivered to 
the Immanuel UMC in Grasonville. 
Praise God for all He is doing in our 
church and we pray that He will con-
tinue to lead us to even more projects to 
help those in need and to be able to 
offer them Christ and His miraculous 
love for us.

 Debbie Weems Debbie Weems Debbie Weems Debbie Weems

"Since, then, we have a great high priest, who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 

confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one, who in every 
respect, has been tested, as we are; yet without sin.  Therefore, let 
us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we  may 

receive mercy and find grace and help in time of need."
Hebrews 4:14 - 16     

"Living the Dream: "Living the Dream: "Living the Dream: "Living the Dream: 
God's Truth is Marching On"God's Truth is Marching On"God's Truth is Marching On"God's Truth is Marching On"

Hurlock and Mt. Cavalry (Preston) United 
Methodist Churches invite you to join 
them in commemorating the message 
and mission of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. A special service will be held at 
Hurlock UMC (502 South Main Street) 
on Monday, January 17, 2011, at 2pm. 
Bishop Peggy Johnson will provide the 
message, and refreshments will follow.

The sledding hill, looking from the rear of Bethesda 

toward the Blades house
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Bethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History NotesBethesda History Notes

Excerpt from Wilmington Conference Journal, March 15, 1876, 25.

Dover District

“Church Improvement. One church on Camden Circuit has been refitted and reopened, free of debt. Two more, one on Millsboro circuit, and 

the church at Milford, are in process of erection. The latter is nearing completion. Two have been completed, one on Galestown circuit, and 
one on Federalsburg circuit. The latter is a model of chaste beauty. I am sorry to say, however, that, owing to a debt upon it, it has not yet 

been dedicated.”

J.M. Williams, Presiding Elder

<><><>

Feb. 7th 1877 Trustee Meeting

J.E. Douglass in chair. Present: H.F. Willis, J.E. Douglass, J.W. Harris, D.R. Wright, W.W. Williamson, & J.B. Fletcher. Absent: Jos. 

W. Noble, Elijah Todd, & Wm. Billips.

Resolved that the unpaid subscription list be drawn off and1 placed in the hands of Jas. W. Harris to collect, & that he Harris was to call on 

each party who did not have the money [and] was to take a note for same payable to the Building Committee, payable 30 days after date.

D.R. Wright was appointed a committee of one to wait on Rev. R.D. Bradley 2 & know of him if he will pay off indebtedness of church and 

take a transfer from 3 Mannus Fisher & Co.4 on the Lien vs. the church – if 5 the whole of building committee resign as committee & as 
Trustees now, henceforth, & forever.

<><><>

Feb. 21st [1877]

[Building6] Committee met. Present Jas. E. Douglass, E.T. Moore, W.W. Williamson, H.F. Willis, & J.B. Fletcher.

Resolved to renew notes in Bank for 1600.00 dollars for six months & in [the] meantime use all due dillijince [sic] in collecting subscr[iptions].7

After a couple months’ hiatus we return to 
our ongoing series of trustee meeting 
minutes from the 1870s. In the last 
installment (issue #8) the trustees and 
building committee, having finished 
construction on the new church, were 
struggling to pay off the debt they had 
accrued. This month’s transcription begins 
with a slight detour into minutes from the 
1876 meeting of Wilmington Conference, 
before returning to Bethesda. The entries 

demonstrate the difficulties the church 
encountered as it tried to retire its debt. 

The two trustee meetings suggest profound 
controversy. Two versions of each record 
exist: one, which I believe to be an early draft, 
seemingly heavily edited by a hand different 
from that of the original secretary; and an 
“official” version. Although the differences are 
subtle between the two versions of the 
February 28 entry, the February 7 one has 
been radically edited, with one whole 

paragraph being removed. I have reinstated it, 
in italics, in the transcription below. This latter 
set of minutes – particularly the excised 
paragraph – is especially fascinating because it 
illustrates the internal conflict that seems to 
have gripped Bethesda as a result of the new 
church’s construction.

I am grateful to Barb Duffin at Barratt’s Chapel 
for her assistance researching portions of this 
article.

1 - The alternate version breaks off here and 
continues as follows: “that J.W. Harris be 
appointed (& has) to collect unpaid listed 
and all who haven’t the money take note – 
payable to building committee, payable 
thirty days after date.”

2 - Robert Dines Bradley (1842-1914?) was a 
local preacher and appears in the Wilming-
ton Conference Journal in that capacity in 
1879. Preston was fair overflowing with such 
figures in the 1860s and 1870s – D.R. 
Wright was one himself, for instance, as was 
Bradley’s own brother and Bethesda’s occa-
sional secretary, John Wesley Bradley (see 
Bugle issue #2). R.D. Bradley was almost cer-
tainly a man of unusual wealth and hence 
would have been in a position to assist 
Bethesda with its finances. He appears in the 
1880 and 1900 censuses as an engineer or 
manufacturer, and in the 1878 Caroline 
County directory as an “inventor.” In her 
Preston History, Dora Mitchell notes that 
Bradley lived on the Langrell Farm (now oc-

cupied by John Trice) and that about the 
time of these minutes he owned the lot 
where Country Treasures (the Hollis build-
ing) and its neighboring building are now 
located. Dora describes Bradley as a “sailor, 
inventor, and travelling preacher” and cites 
reports that he received international recog-
nition for his work in gas lighting (PH: 156, 
183). Patents for Bradley’s inventions are list-
ed in at least two volumes of Scientific Amer-
ican: an “Hydraulic Indicator” in 1864 (XI) 
and “Shovel and Tongs” in 1866 (XV). The 
latter patent was lucrative for Bradley, who 
wrote to the magazine in August 1866 to 
thank a patent agency for its help, noting that 
the invention had brought in almost $800 so 
far. In modern terms, this would be around 
$10,000. If the church’s debt was $1,600 
(based on the February 21 minutes), Bradley 
clearly was capable of making a huge dent in 
that amount. More of a mystery, perhaps, is 
the nature of Bradley’s relationship with 

Bethesda – especially since he has not ap-
peared in any minutes thus far.

3 - This word is illegible and partially ob-
scured in the original.

4 - Mannus, Fisher, & Co. was the contractor 
that built the church in 1875.

5 - This word is illegible in the original. It ap-
pears more readily to be “by,” but that makes 
no sense in the context of the sentence. I 
have gone with “if” based on context. Before 
this word in the original, “pay off the” is 
struck out.

6 - The original text appears to be “Bd,” which 
I have taken to be an abbreviation for 
“building.”

7 - In the alternate version, diligence is 
spelled “dilligence,” and the sentence ends 
with “in collections” only. Also, a final line 
reads, “Meeting adjourned. J.B. Fletcher, Scty.”
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Methodism comes to America – the Bristol ConnectionMethodism comes to America – the Bristol ConnectionMethodism comes to America – the Bristol ConnectionMethodism comes to America – the Bristol Connection
Captain Thomas Webb, a Bristol 
soldier whose remains are interred at 
the New Room, became one of 
Wesley’s preachers as well as an 
encourager and patron, and was 
directly associated with all three of the 
chapels which have become historic 
shrines of American Methodism; John 
Street in New York, St George’s in 
Philadelphia and Lovely Lane in 
Baltimore.

Webb also encouraged Wesley to send 
more preachers to America, the most 
famous of whom was Francis Asbury, 
who attended his first conference at 
the New Room in 1771. He 
subsequently became the first bishop 
of the American Methodist Church 
and is considered to be the “John 
Wesley of North America.” Thomas 
Coke was appointed by Wesley as a 
superintendent for America in Bristol 
in 1784 and he took with him 
Wesley’s “Magna Carta” of American 
Methodism, written in the city. The 
two men, who began their respective 
journeys in Bristol, first met at Barratt’s 
Chapel in Delaware, another shrine of 
American Methodism.

John’s younger brother and fellow 
founder of the Methodist movement, 
Charles, also has a close association 
with the city as he made it his family 
home from 1749 until 1771. Charles is 
considered to be the greatest ever 

Editor’s Note: On October 30, 2010, I 
attended a presentation sponsored by the 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference Historical 
Society. David Worthington – custodian of 
the “New Room,” one of John Wesley’s 
charges in Bristol, England – spoke on the 
importance of that city in the history of 
Methodism. Afterwards, I approached Mr. 
Worthington about contributing to the 
Bugle, and the following article is the 
product of that conversation.

 

When John Wesley arrived in Bristol 
in March 1739, at the invitation of his 
friend from the “Holy Club” at Oxford 
University, George Whitefield, he 
could not have imagined how the city 
would come to define his ministry, 
and the rise of the Methodist 
movement both in England and 
America. On 2nd April 1739, he 
“submitted himself to be more vile” 
and preached in the open air for the 
first time. A few months later, when 
told by the Bishop of Bristol to “go 
hence” as he had no commission to 
preach in the diocese, he replied “I 
look upon all the world as my parish.”

The New Room, a meeting house for 
the religious societies in the city, was 
built by June 1739, making it the 
oldest Methodist building in the 
world. It also became a focus for 
Wesley’s work in Bristol which 
included schooling for the children of 
local miners and a dispensary of 
medicines for the poor.

hymn writer and many of his hymns 
were composed in Bristol and heard 
for the first time at the New Room.

Bristol was the cradle of the early 
Methodist movement and both John 
and Charles are inextricably linked 
with the city. A ministry that found its 
voice in the city was taken over to 
America by others to “spread through 
all the earth abroad” and proclaim “the 
honours of thy name.”

David WorthingtonDavid WorthingtonDavid WorthingtonDavid Worthington

David Worthington (photo 
courtesy of Margaret Iovino)

A view of the pulpit in the New Room.Statue of John Wesley on his horse. Located in the Broadmead courtyard 

of the New Room.
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W. H Auden was a significant British poet 
who lived in the first half of the last century. 
The excerpt below takes in the last two 
sections from arguably his longest and 
certainly his most famous composition, For 
The Time Being. Known also as A Christmas 
Oratorio, the work was written in January of 

1942, when the British people were suffering 
from the deprivations of World War II. Auden 
describes eloquently the feelings many folks 
have after the holiday season: hum-drum, 
back-to-the-same-old, same-old – feelings we 
may still have today for other reasons, when 
Christmas and New Year's are behind us and 

life returns to whatever for us constitutes 
"normal." Yet, Auden also declares here that, 
in ways we may overlook, life is different, 
simply because Jesus was born. Just prior to 
the war, Auden had emigrated to the U.S., 
where he became a citizen and lived in 
New York City. He died there in 1973.

'So That is That': Poetic Thoughts at Epiphany'So That is That': Poetic Thoughts at Epiphany'So That is That': Poetic Thoughts at Epiphany'So That is That': Poetic Thoughts at Epiphany

III
Well, so that is that.
Now we must dismantle the tree,
Putting the decorations back into their cardboard boxes -
Some have got broken – and carrying them up to the attic.
The holly and the mistletoe must be taken down and burnt,
And the children got ready for school. There are enough
Left-overs to do, warmed-up, for the rest of the week -
Not that we have much appetite, having drunk such a lot,
Stayed up so late, attempted – quite unsuccessfully -
To love all of our relatives, and in general
Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again
As in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed
To do more than entertain it as an agreeable
Possibility, once again we have sent Him away,
Begging though to remain His disobedient servant,
The promising child who cannot keep His word for long.
The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory,
And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware
Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought
Of Lent and Good Friday which cannot, after all, now
Be very far off. But, for the time being, here we all are,
Back in the moderate Aristotelian city
Of darning and the Eight-Fifteen, where Euclid’s geometry
And Newton’s mechanics would account for our experience,
And the kitchen table exists because I scrub it.
It seems to have shrunk during the holidays. The streets
Are much narrower than we remembered; we had forgotten
The office was as depressing as this. To those who have seen
The Child, however dimly, however incredulously,
The Time Being is, in a sense, the most trying time of all.
For the innocent children who whispered so excitedly
Outside the locked door where they knew the presents to be
Grew up when it opened. Now, recollecting that moment
We can repress the joy, but the guilt remains conscious;
Remembering the stable where for once in our lives
Everything became a You and nothing was an It.
And craving the sensation but ignoring the cause,
We look round for something, no matter what, to inhibit
Our self-reflection, and the obvious thing for that purpose
Would be some great suffering. So, once we have met the Son,
We are tempted ever after to pray to the Father;
“Lead us into temptation and evil for our sake.”
They will come, all right, don’t worry; probably in a form
That we do not expect, and certainly with a force
More dreadful than we can imagine. In the meantime
There are bills to be paid, machines to keep in repair,
Irregular verbs to learn, the Time Being to redeem
From insignificance. The happy morning is over,
The night of agony still to come; the time is noon:
When the Spirit must practice his scales of rejoicing
Without even a hostile audience, and the Soul endure
A silence that is neither for nor against her faith
That God’s Will will be done,
That, in spite of her prayers,
God will cheat no one, not even the world of its triumph.

IV
CHORUS

He is the Way.
Follow Him through the Land of Unlikeness;
You will see rare beasts, and have unique adventures.

He is the Truth.
Seek Him in the Kingdom of Anxiety;
You will come to a great city that has expected your return for years.

He is the Life.
Love Him in the World of the Flesh;
And at your marriage all its occasions shall dance for joy.

Lessons from GeeseLessons from GeeseLessons from GeeseLessons from Geese

“Lessons from Geese” is based on the work of Milton 

Olson. It has circulated throughout the United States 

through Outward Bound, an outdoors leadership organization. A reader sent it along, 

thinking that its lessons applied as well to church settings as to other organizations.

Fact 1: As each goose flaps its wings it creates an “uplift” for the birds that follow. 

By flying in a “V” formation, the whole flock adds 71% greater flying range than if 

each bird flew alone.

Lesson: People who share a common direction and sense of community can get 

where they are going quicker and easier because they are travelling on the thrust of 

one another.

Fact 2: When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance 

of flying alone. It quickly moves back into formation to take advantage of the lifting 

power of the bird immediately in front of it.

Lesson: If we have as much sense as a goose we stay in formation with those headed 

where we want to go. We are willing to accept their help and give our help to others.

Fact 3: When the lead goose tires, it rotates back into the formation and another 

goose flies to the point position.

Lesson: It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and sharing leadership. As with 

geese, people are interdependent on each other’s skills, capabilities, and unique 

arrangements of gifts, talents, or resources.

Fact 4: The geese flying in formation honk to encourage those up front to keep up 

their speed.

Lesson: We need to make sure our honking is encouraging. In groups where there is 

encouragement, the production is much greater. The power of encouragement (to 

stand by one’s heart or core values and encourage the heart and core of others) is the 

quality of honking we seek.

Fact 5: When a goose gets sick, wounded, or shot down, two geese drop out of 

formation and follow it down to help and protect it until it dies or is able to fly again. 

Then, they launch out with another formation or catch up with the flock.

Lesson: If we have as much sense as geese, we will stand by each other in difficult 

times as well as when we are strong.
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the premises of the church. Sexton was 
given power to remove same.

Trustees of the long ago had their temporal 
obligations to meet, as do those at the 
present time. On Feb. 11, 1856, they 
appointed Wm. H. Gootee, a business man 
of the community, also at the time a trustee, 
sexton for the year 1856, salary twelve 
dollars, with instructions as follows: “Chop 
wood, make fire, keep house clean and in 
order, the benches and pulpit well dusted, 
with a pitcher of water on the pulpit with a 
tumbler during church hours. Keep lamps 
trimmed and clean, the windows to be kept 
clean and shutters closed during the week, 
the premises kept clear of incumbrances. 
The carpets are to be taken up and shook, 
the house scoured out twice during the 
year. To attend to selecting places of burial 
when called on, and collecting the sum of 
one dollar from all persons who shall be 
entitled to pay the same.” For this great 
amount of work twelve dollars a year 
appears to be only a nominal 
compensation, and yet it was three dollars 
more a year than Daniel Stevens, Mr. 
Gootee’s predecessor, received for the 
preceding year.

Temperance Society – ChoirTemperance Society – ChoirTemperance Society – ChoirTemperance Society – Choir

On Mar. 26, 1859, the Union Temperance 
Society was organized in Bethesda M.E. 
Church. Constitution and By-Laws were 
drawn by Capt. Job D. A. Robinson, Rev. 
Edward Davis, and Dr. Andrew Stafford. 
About fifty signed the pledge as charter 
members, and elected Barrett Patton, Pres., 
John L. Willis, Vice Pres., John W. Bradley, 
Secty., and Peter Brinsfield, Tres. This was a 
strong and influential organization for social 
and moral uplift. During the ten years of its 
greatest activity 286 persons became 
members among which were the most 
prominent and influential, both in and out 
of the Church, in this section of the county. 
After a period of eleven successful years 
disbanded by mutual consent in 1870.

In 1866 some of the old customs and 
traditions pertaining to church music, or to 
be more correct will say church singing, 
were set aside when Rev. Edward Davis 
organized and trained the first choir that 
ever sang in Bethesda Church. The first 
public appearance, however, was in a 
concert and entertainment in the Church, 
to which admission was charged.

Mr. Davis, then a local preacher, had a fine 
physique and voice, also an adept leader of 
the dozen members that were more or less 
versed in voice technique. As there was no 
organ or piano in the church the leader 
obtained the pitch from that ancient and 
indispensable tuning fork.

For several years after the concert a majority 
of the members sat with the congregations 
and led the church singing.
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or annotations. Although they are indispensible 
sources, Wright’s articles naturally do not reflect the 
results of modern research.

By-Laws – TrusteesBy-Laws – TrusteesBy-Laws – TrusteesBy-Laws – Trustees

On Dec. 11, 1831, the Trustees at Bethesda 
elected James Turner in the stead of 
Garrettson Turner, who resigned to 
become a Trustee of Chapel Friendship. At 
this time Thomas and Henry Turner were 
on the Board at Bethesda, thus continuing 
three by the name of Turner until 1842 
when James resigned. Thomas died in 
1847 after serving 30 years.

Some others of the same surnames on the 
Board at the same time were David and 
James Sisk, both serving when the church 
property was conveyed to the Board July 
14, 1797.

Daniel Cheezum was also a member of the 
Board when the property was conveyed in 
1797. Was reelected to the same June 11, 
1810, the first election after the act of 
Incorporation. Daniel Cheezum, Jr., was 
elected March 9, 1817. Mr. Cheezum, Sr., 
died in 1821, after serving 24 years. Mr. 
Cheezum, Jr., resigned and moved away in 
1839, after serving 22 years. Thus father 
and son covered a period of 42 years, and 
making a total service of 46 years. John 
Rumbold served as a trustee longer than 
any one else in the first 100 years of the 
church’s history, elected Mar. 23, 1816, 
resigned June 6, 1853, serving over 37 
years. During a greater portion of this time 
was either President or Treasurer.

On Feb. 2, 1847, for the first time it is 
officially recorded Bethesda M.E. Church, 
known before that as “Bethesda Preaching 
House,” or “Bethesda Chapel,” and not long 
before since more commonly known as 
Frazier’s Chapel.

In 1849 the meeting house was enlarged 
and made more comfortable by adding on 
to the front end, which addition provided 
for a large vestibule with two stairways 
leading to a galley in which the colored 
class met, many of them also attending the 
preaching services.

Trustees – SextonsTrustees – SextonsTrustees – SextonsTrustees – Sextons

On Jan. 6, 1853 trustees met, Rev. Vaughn 
Smith preacher in charge in the chair. For 
the first time it is recorded that a trustees’ 
meeting opened with prayer.

On May 25, 1855 trustees met and 
resolved that no cart or cart wheels, 
lumber, or other nuisances be allowed on 

It was an old, old custom in this and other 
rural Methodist churches for the minister 
or other leader in the service to read only 
two lines of the hymn, which after being 
sung by the congregation two more lines 
were read and sung, and so on.

The next custom was to read and sing a 
whole short verse at a time, and only divide 
the long ones in half, and the member of 
the congregation that could “raise a tune” 
giving it the proper pitch and lead the 
congregation in singing stood next in 
importance to the preacher.

Charge Conference was held December 7, 
2010 in the Fellowship Hall. District 
Superintendent Rev. William Sterling 
presided, and Rev. Cruikshank and about a 
dozen church members were present. 
Committee heads presented their yearly 
reports, with occasional discussion 
elaborating on that material. Booklets are 
still available in the Church office. Several 
important issues were raised during the 
meeting, namely:

-The church’s financial situation. The church’s financial situation. The church’s financial situation. The church’s financial situation. In the 
continuing effort to make church finances 
self-sustaining, Rev. Cruikshank has begun 
plans for a Consecration Sunday in March. 
That service will form the centerpiece of a 
faith-based campaign asking all members 
to pledge what they can to help support 
Bethesda. The director of Camp Pocometh, 
David Buchanan, has been asked to lead 
this new initiative. Members should expect 
to hear more from the church in the next 
few months.

-Church Insurance. Church Insurance. Church Insurance. Church Insurance. Rev. Sterling has 
advised that, due to our increasingly 
litigious age, Bethesda should increase its 
insurance coverage for General Liability 
and Sexual Conduct. It was also suggested 
that we price other insurance policies 
besides those offered by Nationwide.

-Apportionments. Apportionments. Apportionments. Apportionments. Although 
apportionments were paid for 2009, the 
issue was deferred early in 2010. After 
much discussion about our financial status, 
the group agreed to pay the District 
Apportionment ($349) outright. The 
Conference Apportionment was again 
deferred for discussion within the finance 
committee later in the month.

-The Parsonage. The Parsonage. The Parsonage. The Parsonage. Eric Cheezum raised the 
question of whether we might turn the 
parsonage – which is, at present, unused 
space – into an office suite. Such a plan 
would solve several current problems, 
including office space allocation and the 
need for a “records room” in which to 
preserve historical documents.

Charge ConferenceCharge ConferenceCharge ConferenceCharge Conference
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The Women of Bethesda Christmas party took place on December 16. Helen 

Fletcher hosted. All women of the church were invited, but due to the snow 

and subsequent perilous driving conditions, unfortunately only eight could 

attend. Nevertheless, the group had a wonderful covered dish luncheon and 

gift exchange. Pictured, from left, are: Judy Noel, Goldie Pipes, Barbara 

Baker, Jean Wright, Helen Fletcher, Dot Lane, and Isabel Brannock.

Women of BethesdaWomen of BethesdaWomen of BethesdaWomen of Bethesda

On December 17 a 
funeral was held for our 
friend Jack Callaghan. 
Jack was a good man, 
interested in everyone 
and everything. He was a 
"go to" guy when you 
needed to know 
something or needed 
anything fixed – and we 
mean anything. From 
the steeple to the 
parsonage he would try 
to help get it done. He 
really didn't need to be 
asked most of the time 
as he was the kind of 
observant individual 
who saw what needed to 
be done and took care of 
it. His handiwork and that of his pal 
Bob King are evident in the 
background material on the wall 
behind the cross on the altar, as well as 
the flag bases there, and in various 
other projects they worked on at 
Bethesda. We saw him traveling back 
and forth from Choptank many times 
in hot and cold weather to make sure 
the heat or air was on and the 
sidewalks were clear and safe for 
services. We loved to see the big 
beautiful wreaths he and Sales made at 

Christmas time for the church and for the 
parsonage. That was real work! Jack held 
various jobs in the church over the years 
as trustee, administrative board chair, and 
he kept everyone on their toes making 
sure things were done that needed to be 
done ASAP. When he called your name in 
that distinctive voice of his you listened 
because he had something important to 
tell you.

Even in these later years when he could 
not get to church he was interested in all 

the activities at Bethesda, That was 
his church... As soon as you got in 
the door he would ask, "How is so 
and so?" or "How do you like the 
new minister?" We enjoyed our 
visits as he could tell you about 
politics, Choptank real estate prices, 
neighborhood news, as well as 
which of his fine feathered friends 
had visited his yard on a daily basis. 
He was interested in everything and 
interesting to listen to as he related 
his news about family and friends 
and always asked about yours. He 
and Sales made quite a pair on the 
political news – they knew so much 
more than we did about local and 
national politics and everything 
that was going on in the world 
around them. One can only hope 

that as the years go by we are half as alert 
and interested in in life as the Callaghans. 
It was an amazing gift to all who visited 
them as they both had such wonderful 
voices, and you hated to leave them so 
you always stayed longer than you 
intended! We will truly miss Jack. The 
world was certainly a more interesting 
and better place while he was here with 
us.

Dot and Jack LaneDot and Jack LaneDot and Jack LaneDot and Jack Lane

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
John T. Callaghan died at his home in Choptank, near Preston, on 
Dec. 14. He was 88. He was born on April 28, 1922, in Waymart, Pa., 
the son of the late Jeremiah A. Callaghan and Lillian Robinson 
Callaghan.

He attended Girard High School in Philadelphia and later Patton 
Trade School in Elizabethtown, Pa.

He served in the Army in a tank battalion. He later worked for 33 
years as a Civil Engineer for Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, 
D.C., retiring in 1973 and later moving to the Eastern Shore.

He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Desales Healey Callaghan, 
whom he married on May 8, 1942, a son, J. Dennis Callaghan and 
his wife, Martie of Choptank, three grandchildren, Shannon (Mike) 
Turner, David (Laura) Callaghan and Brian (Martha) Callaghan, five 
grandchildren, Zachary Turner, Erin Turner, Christopher Turner, D. 
J. Callaghan and Wyatt Callaghan and a brother, Jerry Callaghan of 
New Jersey.

Funeral services were held Dec. 17 at the Eastern Shore Veterans 
Cemetery with Rev. Mark Farnell officiating. [Editor's Note: A memorial 
service and reception took place at Bethesda following the graveside service.]

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that remembrances be 
made in his memory to Girard College Development Fund 2101 
South College Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19121.

Remembering Jack CallaghanRemembering Jack CallaghanRemembering Jack CallaghanRemembering Jack Callaghan

Jack & DeSales Callaghan in 1988
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