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coming events

We are here to pray for you! If you
would like to put a prayer request in
the bulletin, be sure to contact
Pastor Paul or email Zoey
(office@prestonbethesdaumc.org)
by the first of each week.

February
10

11

12

15
16

18

20
25

March
1

2

6
10
13

15
27

Bible Study resumes, 11:00 a.m.
Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.

Toy Show Set-up
Preston Fire Hall, TBA

Toy Show
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Preston Fire Hall

Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.
Outreach Team Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
Worship Team Meeting, 6:45 p.m.

Paint Night (Rescheduled from 1/30)
Fellowship Hall, 6:00 p.m.

Visit by Bikers Against Child Abuse
Movie Night: "The Apple Dumpling Gang"

Fellowship Hall, 6:00 p.m.

Pancake Supper, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Ash Wednesday Service
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m.

Girl Scout Sunday, 11:00 Service
Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.

Joint Service, 10:00 a.m.
Feast of Purim, w/ Rabbi Peter Hyman

Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.
Dedication Service & Luncheon

Main Office

Pastor Paul

Tues. through Thurs.,
3:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Phone: 410-673-7538
Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Home Visitations: Mon., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Mon., 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.;

Tues. through Thurs., 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Contemporary Service

Children's Sunday School/Nursery

Traditional Service

9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

In the last fewmonths, the US has expe-
rienced several weather-related dis-
asters. Want to give to support relief
efforts in these areas? Give directly to
UMCOR, the United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief. Click this link to go to a
site where you can donate directly (if you want, you
can tell them your church affiliation when you submit
your donation). 100percent ofUMCORcontributions
go directly to help in places where it is most needed.

On this month's cover: "Toy Box," drawn by Violet
Cheezum.

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670/
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The Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper will be
held in the Fellowship Hall

on March 1, 5:00 to 7:00 pm. We will be having
pancakes, eggs, sausage, scrapple, and cooked
apples. As usual, entrance is by a monetary donation.
We will need volunteers to help prepare and cook the
food, serve and clean up. Let Donna Lane know if you
will be able to help.

news & notices

Our paint afternoon, originally scheduled for Jan-
uary 30, was snowed out. The event is rescheduled

for Friday evening, Feruary
18, at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are
$25, and all materials are
provided, as well as snacks.
We will paint the winter
scene pictured. Reserve
your seat today by calling or
emailing the church office.
Half of the proceeds will be
donated to Alzheimer's dis-
ease research.

PAINT NIGHT

IN MEMORIAM:
CHARLIE WEEMS

Charles Lee Weems,
60, of Cambridge, died
January 19, 2022 at
UMSMC at Easton.
Born November 20,

1961 in Easton, hewas
the son of the late
Robert Weems and
Charlotte Higgins
Weems.

He was a graduate of St. Michaels High School
and for many years worked for Peachblossom
Farms in Easton.
He is survived by his wife, Deborah Ann

Weems; two stepsons, JamieCrannell andBrian
Crannell; four stepgrandchildren, TylerCrannell
and great-granddaughter Cassie, Alex Crannell,
Hayden Crannell and Connor Cranell; a sister,
Danna Murphy and a brother, Brett Weems. In
addition tohisparents, hewaspreceded indeath
by a brother, Frank Weems.
A memorial service was held on Tuesday,

February 1, 2022 at 1:00PM at Zeller Funeral
Home in East New Market. Pastor David Rice
officiated. Interment followed in Dorchester
Memorial Park.

BIKERS AGAINST CHILD ABUSE
OnFebruary20,wewillwelcomeBikersAgainstChild

Abuse (BACA) to our services. If you have any newand
gently used denim coats or vests, especially in kids'
sizes, to donate, please bring them that day. BACAuse
these jackets in their fight to help victimsof abuse. Take
a look at https://bacaworld.org/mission/ for more infor-
mation about them and their mission.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT
FEBRUARY 25 - 6:00 P.M.

Girl Scout Sunday is March 6, and
we would like any present or former
Girl Scouts to join us and bring along
uniforms or other items to display to
the congregation.

https://bacaworld.org/mission/
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Bethesda recog-
nized representatives
of Scout Pack #461
(picturedbelow) in the
11:00 service on
February 6. The ser-
mon was about "be-
ing prepared," a
motto familiar to scouts
the world over. The church presented scouts
withgift bags, including this year'sScoutSundaybadge
(above right), and our friends from the Gideons re-
turned to present them with Bibles as well. Afterwards,
a celebratory luncheon was held in the Fellowship Hall
You can donate to support your local scouts at this link:
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/081/appeals.

around bethesda

Left and above: snapshots from the fellowship and
refreshments following service on January 16. Who
knew Nancy was a foosball champ?!

Representat ives
from the local chapter
of Gideons Interna-

tional joined both services on
January 23 to share news of
their efforts tospread theword
of God. You can donate to
their important work at https://
gideons.org/donate.

Above: David Mills (left) and
Jim Elben, with Pastor Paul.
At left: Elben speaks at the
11:00 service.

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/081/appeals
https://gideons.org/donate
https://gideons.org/donate
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empty bowls paint event

Helping to
Feed the
Hungry,

One Bowl at
a Time!



66
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On Saturday,
February 12,
Bethesda will
host the first ever
Tom Cheezum
Memorial Toy
and Train Show.
For the uninitiat-
ed: a "show" of
this nature is very
similar to what
happens at the
Peach Festival,
where vendors
rent tables to sell

their wares, only in this case the wares are exclusively
toys (of any kind) or model trains. As of the time of
writing, we have sold about fifty-five tables, so it looks
like the firehouse is going to be pretty full on the day.
Why toys?Well, there is a thriving toyand trainmarket

in themid-Atlantic, and a "circuit" of shows that vendors
follow up and down the peninsula and the Western
Shore. InWilmington, Delaware, for instance, there is a
huge weekend event twice a year, with a concentration
on trains onSaturday, and toysmore generally on Sun-
day. The fire companies in Hartly, Delaware and Rox-
ana, Delaware host similar shows, to great success.
Since we were kids, we have traveled this circuit, at-

tending shows all over the Shore and state. You see,
our father was a model train enthusiast. He had loved
Lionel trains from the timehe first receivedonewhenhe
was ten years old (we still have it), and once hemarried
Mom and started building a family, building a train lay-
out wasn't far behind! (Actually, the train layout preced-
ed us, even!). Over many Christmases Dad would pull
out his train collection, throw up some sawhorses and

sheetsof plywood
and homasote,
and create an in-
stant winter won-
derland.
When we came

along, Dad start-
ed tosharehisad-
diction with us,
and in the early
'80s we began a

fall and winter ritual of riding that show circuit. Nothing
beat theexcitementof piling into the ’84CapriceClassic
on a Saturday morning with a book to read, a couple of
He-Man figures or Transformers as travelling partners,
and aMoody Blues album on the stereo, and hitting the
road for some exotic destination like Annapolis or
Odenton. We passed the time imagining what Lionel
engine or Plasticville building we might find in some
distant fire hall on the Western Shore.
While wandering up and down the aisles among all

the piles of train cars, bridges, and countless miniature
light posts, we always knewwhere Dadwas –we could
pick his cough out over the din of the hall as easily as
if we were the only people in the room. It was a thrill to
walk between the tables with him learning how to hag-
gle with the sellers, and by watching him we learned
about more than that: we learned the value of time well
spent together doing something we loved. Even Mom
caught a bit of the bug, despite herself. She would hunt
down little houses, or Christmas trees, or some other
item to adorn the layout. It wasn't all about "the boys,"
norwas it just kids' stuff.Wespent someof our happiest
times as a family
travelling to
those shows.
Our childhood

spent together at
those train
shows was all
too short. Col-
lege and families
and life inter-
vened, and toys took a back seat to more urgent con-
cerns. But once we came back to the Shore, we started
to ride the circuit again – only this time we were drag-
gingDad toshowsselling toys fromouryouth!Henever
quite grasped the nostalgia value of He-man or Trans-
formers, but he joined in the hunt with us just the same.
WhenBethesdawas looking to host another fundrais-

er alongside thePeachFestival, a toy showseemed the
obvious candidate. Undertaking the show in Dad's
memory is a nice way to remember the whimsy and joy
he shared with us, and in turn to share that joy with the
community. An old French proverb tells us, "There are
toys for all ages."Wehopeyouwill come joinusandsee
if you can find one that's right for you.

Tom & Eric Cheezum

toys for all ages
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As most countries around the world emerge from
strict lockdowns in response to theCovid-19pandemic,
organizations are holding major gatherings they
cancelled in 2020 and 2021. It requires initiative and
ingenuity on thepart of organizers, butmanyare finding
ways to return to normal. Whether it’s an international,
five-day pediatricians’ conference in Colorado, or a
major music festival in California, organizations are
moving ahead with events this year.
So, it increasingly seems likely The United Methodist

Church’s General Conference will convene its twice
postponed General Conference in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, August 29 – September 6, 2022. While the
Commission on the General Conference continues to
monitor the pandemic, the organizers say they are
continuing to plan as if the conference will be held this
year.
The convening of the General Conference will allow

delegates to vote on the Protocol of Reconciliation and
Grace through Separation, an amicable and orderly
plan that would allow theologically conservative local
churches, annual conferences, and even central
conferences to join the new Global Methodist Church.
Neither theological centrists, progressives, nor
conservatives agree with every detail of the Protocol.
However, the majority of United Methodists appear to
believe its adoption is preferable to keeping local
churches locked in a denomination where continued
fighting harms everyone.
“As soon as the Protocol is adopted, we will be

prepared to launch the Global Methodist Church,” said
the Rev. Keith Boyette, chairman of the Transitional
Leadership Council, a body charged with shepherding
the new church through a transitional period.
According to the terms of the Protocol, local churches

will be allowed to convene church conferences where
its membership can vote to join the new Global
Methodist Church. And annual and central
conferences, at either regularly scheduled or special
called sessions, could also vote to join the new church.
During their 2023annual conferences, predominantly

centrist to progressive United Methodist annual
conferences will almost certainly decide to remain with
the post separation UM Church. Therefore,
theologically conservative local churches in these

conferences are likely to be the first churches to join the
GlobalMethodistChurch in theFall of 2022. It also likely
some theologically conservative U.S. annual
conferences will convene special sessions late this
year so they can vote to join the new church as well.
On the other hand, many local churches, and annual,

and central conferences around the world will wait until
2023 to decide whether they will join the Global
Methodist Church.
“Given the termsof theProtocol and the scheduling of

annual and central conferences worldwide, the Global
Methodist Church will have some early and late
adopters, and many that will fall somewhere in
between,” said Boyette. “That’s the purpose of the
Transitional Leadership Council; it will guide the new
denomination through a 12-to-18-month transitional
period until the church is ready to hold its convening
General Conference. We want to make sure as many
local churches and conferences as possible are fairly
represented by duly elected delegates at the Global
Methodist Church’s convening conference.”
Pastors and lay leaders can learnmoreabout thenew

church and how to prepare for transitioning to it by
visiting the Global Methodist Church’s website.

Rev.Walter Fenton
Fenton is Vice President for Strategic Engagement

for theWesleyan Covenant Association and is an elder
in the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference.

A Timeline for the Global Methodist Church
more news

SAVE THE DATES!
•OnMarch 13, Bethesdawill host a
special guest and a special
service! Rabbi Peter Hyman
(pictured at right), from the
Easton Synagogue, will help
lead a joint service at 10:00 a.m.
We will celebrate the Jewish
Festival called the Feast of Purim, which
commemorates God saving his people through
the efforts of Esther and her uncle, Mordecai.

• On March 27, Bethesda will also hold a joint
service to dedicate the newly renovated tower
and the new organ. Join us at 10:00 a.m.
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One morning late
last week I re-
ceived news no

one wants to get: my
one and only older brother,

Donnie, had died.
After two weeks in the Critical

Care Unit (CCU) of Gettysburg Hospital,
suffering from double pneumonia and Covid, he had
been placed on a ventilator, put into a sedative–in-
duced coma, and treated intravenously with drugs. But
it wasn’t enough. After a week and a half of little to no
improvement, a series of infections took his vital signs
even lower, and the doctors and nurses knew what the
eventual outcome would be. After three days of contin-
ual deterioration and no improvement in his ability to
breathe for himself again, the doctors recommended
that life support be terminated and he be removed from
the ventilator that was supplying him air. “He never re-
gained the ability to breathe on his own,” the doctor
said. “If he remained on the ventilator he would just
become a vegetable in a care facility until one of his
bodies systems failed.”
So, sadly itwasdecidedonFridayat10:30a.m. to turn

off the machine, remove all the tubes, and let Donnie
"pass away" naturally.
ButGodhadother plans.His ex-wife, Robin, and their

daughter, Holly, were allowed to come to theCCU to be
with Donnie in his final moments, and hold his hands.
Themachinewas turnedoff, the tubes that hadkepthim
alive for two weeks were removed. And then he
coughed, then coughed again...then opened his eyes
and, seeingRobinandHolly, said, “Hey, loveyouguys.”
For the next three hours, they sat with Donnie, holding
his hand, talking with him, massaging his arms and
legs, and even watching Andy Griffith!
The nurses, shocked, suctioned his mouth, and then
immediately placedanoxygenmaskonhim,whichwas
eventually replaced with a nasal canula as he contin-
ued to improve!
Frommy perspective, however, my brother had died.

In the confusion and surprise, no one had called to
share the good news. It wasn't until 8:30 that night that
Robin called to tellwhat hadhappened!Shesaid I could
call Donnie and talk to him myself! And so I did, and it
was the most amazing and satisfying call of my life, as
I spoke oncemore withmy brother who had "died," and
told him I loved him and he told me he loved me. I even
apologized for any andall things I did since Iwasababy

that may have upset or hurt him! He laughed and said,
“It’s all fine.”
I went to sleep that night an extremely happy man!
My sister, Susan, called the hospital the nextmorning

upon hearing the good news, and was bombarded with
questions by thenurses anddoctor aboutDonnie! Who
was he? How did he live?What had he done in his life?
It was as if they had encountered an alien from another
planet! He had survived the impossible, a triple-header
of Covid, double pneumonia, and infections, and had
been heavily sedated and placed on a ventilator. Yet,
almost immediately upon the machine being turned off
and hoses removed, rather than simply passing away,
his body desperately gasping for one final breath, he’d
started breathing strongly on his own, and all his cogni-
tive functions andmemory had returned! An impossibil-
ity or amiracle? Either way it was perceived, it grabbed
the attention of all those there who’d seen death on a
daily basis. Donnie was not young (he's 65), and not in
good health. No one would look at his medical history
and guess he would overcome such overwhelming
odds. How in the world?
Yes, many prayers were lifted up. And that’s not sim-

ply a statement like you hear people often making.
Many, many people were actually praying for him to
recover. Like George Bailey in It's a Wonderful Life,
God heard and God answered. It was a miraculous
miracle for a very kind-hearted and generous man,
who, though he was far from perfect, has always been
givingandhelpful toall.Goodness is rewardedandGod
truly does see all.
In our modern age, full of technology and skepticism,

wehave becomeconditioned not to believe inmiracles.
But I have seen
God turn the im-
possible into the
possible. This is
the incredible
power of the God
we serve. Noth-
ing is beyond his
knowledge or ca-
pability, and no
wrong turn inca-
pable of being
turned right.
Amen!

Pastor Paul

The Miraculous Miracle Man

Bethesda
Handbell
Choir Dates
February
10 practice 6:30 p.m.
15 practice 6:30 p.m.
20 performance 11:00 a.m.

March
10 practice 6:30 p.m.
15 practice 6:30 p.m.
20 performance 11:00 a.m.
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January has seen much activity at Bethesda! On
January 16, Bethesda held a Recognition Sunday for
State Highway and Choptank Electric employees.
Because the weather was uncertain that day, a lot of
these workers were out working. While we had none in
attendance, the congregation at the 11:00 a.m. service
was able to fellowship following the service and
enjoyed the food brought in for the recognition. Thank
you cards will be sent to the agencies along with the
prayer cards that we prepared for them.
The following day, Bethesda hosted a Bowl Painting

Event. This was held in association with Aaron's Place
and the Caroline County Backpack Program.
Attendees were able to paint bowls that would be used
for a future fundraising event (for the backpack

program) through the Culinary Arts
Program. Approximately forty
people cameandpainted around fifty
bowls for this event!
January 21 was our first Movie

Night since before Covid, and was
the first-ever Movie Night using our

new AV equipment and large screen. Folks coming to
the movie were able to have free admission and free
popcorn while watching the 1973 classic animated
movie "Robin Hood." Although we had a small crowd,
wehadalot of fun, andwe look forward toour next event
on February 25.
During our services on January 23, Bethesda was

pleased to have members of Gideons International
come and share about their mission and work in
spreading the Gospel to all the world.
Lastly, throughout the month of January, we were

able to collect school supplies for Colonel Richardson
Middle School. Items collected include pencils, folders,
and one-subject notebooks.

Community
Corner with

Kari Farnell

Preparing for Lent
This year, Ash Wednes-

day, the first day of Lent, falls
on March 2. During worship
services that day, pastors in
manyChristian churches dip
a finger in ashes (oftenmade
by burning branches from
the previous Palm Sunday)
and make a cross on parish-
ioners’ foreheads.

Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of mourning,
humiliation and penitence. Ashes also represent the
frailty and temporary nature of human life (“You are
dust, and todust youshall return,”Genesis 3:19).Chris-
tians are pained because our sins led to Jesus’ death.
With repentant hearts, we begin the season of Lent,
knowing that it leads to Jesus’ resurrection on Easter
Sunday.
For AshWednesday—and throughout the 40 days of

Lent—ponder thisprayer froman Italiansacramentary,
or liturgical book: “O God, you know how fragile is our
humannature,woundedas it is by sin.Help your people
to enter upon the Lenten journey strengthened by the
power of your word, so that we may be victorious over
the seduction of the Evil One and reach the paschal
feast in the joy of the Holy Spirit.”
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The goal of our journey of following Christ is a life
transformed, forever with God as we live into God’s
plans for us.
God’s ultimate hope for the world is the complete

restoration and transformation of all humanity and
creation to the image of JesusChrist. Aswe are formed
into the likeness of Jesus, we are called to participate in
God’s transformationof theworld. In Isaiah,Ephesians,
and Revelation, we see that God is not waiting to make
all things new. God is in actionmaking all things new—
right now.
The eternal life God offers begins here and now. By

God’s saving grace we are assured of God’s
forgiveness of our sins and enabled to overcome the
power of sin. It's a healing of the separation we've
experienced, from God and one another. We become
both whole and holy, now and for the future.
The Bible sometimes calls this "eternal life," but the

Greekword translated “eternal” is not a reference to “an
infinite period of time.” Rather, it is similar to the word
“eon” in English, meaning an age. The age referenced
here is the age of the fullness of God’s kingdom. So
eternal life is not about how long life lasts after our
deaths, but rather about the nature of life itself,
everything about it, when it is moving in harmony with
God’s purposes—both here and now, AND in the “age
to come,” when God’s kingdom finally comes in its
fullness.
United Methodists, with many Christians, call the

pardonwe receive fromGod “justification” (from justus,
being made right). God’s justifying grace breaks down
the barrier of sin that separates us from God and one
another. Our sins are forgiven and God begins the

process of lining our lives up toGod's original design for
us. Our reconciliation with God makes possible our
reconciliation with every neighbor and creation.
We call the process by which we aremadewhole and

holy “sanctification” (from sanctus, holy). God’s
sanctifying grace shapes us more and more into the
likeness of Christ. As the Holy Spirit fills our lives with
love for God and our neighbor, we begin to live
differently.
So salvation means much more than just assurance

of being forgiven of our sins and going to heaven when
we die. Salvation involves experiencing healing,
wholeness, and restoration that fill us with love for God
and neighbor and frees us from the power of sin.
Justification and sanctification together generate full
salvation.Our goal asUnitedMethodistChristians here
and now is to help people experience full salvation in
this life.
And our hopebeyond this life is not "going to heaven."

As Revelation 21:1-6 teaches, God makes God's
dwelling among us on the new earth that accompanies
God’s remaking of all things at Christ’s second coming,
his final revealing.
So, for this life, our goal is to help people experience

assurance of forgiveness and complete freedom from
sin’s power.
And for the age to come, our goal is to help prepare as

many people as we can to hear from the Judge of all,
“Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter the joy of
my Father” in the new earth.
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a

ministry of United Methodist Communications.

DEATH & RESURRECTION: A SERIES ON METHODIST BELIEFS
What is our end goal as United Methodists? Is it just heaven?

CARD OF THANKS
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Such an exciting time now here at
Bethesda!
Just this month alone we have

had, or will have: Preston Worship
performing on the 6th, the new
Adult Bible Study beginning on
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m., the
Bethesda Bells once more
practicing and performing, Paint
Night (rescheduled) on the 18th, a
visit from Bikers Against Child
Abuse on the 20th, and another
Movie Night on the 25th! All this, in
addition to our regular Sunday
Services!
And none of this could happen

without the many volunteers who
make it all possible!
Which reminds me, a special

‘shout out’ to a particularly kind
volunteer, Diana Fithian, for
helping make coffee, tea, and hot
chocolate, and providing snacks,
for after the two services! When I
askedherwhyshe’sbeensokind to

help she replied, “This is a fun
place, it’s my ‘happy place’ to come
to.”
I want to encourage everyone to

get the most out of their Christian
walk by becoming involved with the
church and its many activities. And
if there’s something youparticularly
like or would like to see happen,
then let’s talk and I’ll help you get
started.
Any great relationship requires

ACTIVE participation.
One way you can help out right

now is to volunteer at the Tom
CheezumMemorial Train Show on
Saturday, February 12th. This is an
all-hands-on-deck kind of event,
and we need help with food
preparation, setup (the night
before), selling food and tickets on
the day, andmany other jobs.What
a great event this is going to be!
However you choose to

participate, I look forward to seeing

you prepared to SPRING into
action as Summer approaches!
Time can not be slowed or

stopped, so it behooves us tomake
the most of it as it passes by.

God bless,
Pastor Paul

from the
PASTOR


