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The sun comes up:
It’s a new day dawning.

It’s time to sing
your song again.

Whatever may pass,
And whatever lies before me:

Let me be singing
When the evening comes!
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COMING EVENTS

We are here to pray for you! If you
would like to put a prayer request in
the bulletin, be sure to contact
Pastor Paul or email Zoey
(office@prestonbethesdaumc.org)
by the first of each week.

January 11

January 13

January 16

January 17

January 20

January 21

January 30

February 6

February 10
February 11

February 12

February 15

Outreach Committee Meeting
6:00 p.m.

Worship Committee Meeting
6:45 p.m.

Finance/Endowment Meeting
Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Recognition Sunday: SHA/Linemen
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Refreshments to Follow in Fellowship Hall
Bowl Painting Volunteer Event

Fellowship Hall
IT Committee

Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Movie Night: "Robin Hood"
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

School Supplies Due
Paint Afternoon

Fellowship Hall, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Special 9:00 a.m. Service

Featuring music from Preston Worship
Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.

Toy Show Set-up
TBA

Toy Show
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Preston Fire Hall

Bell Practice, 6:30 p.m.

A special thank you to Charlotte Morris, Suzy
Staehlin, and Susan McCandless, who were called up-
on to put together food for a gathering following my
brother’s funeral. Thanks to all who helped and partici-
patedwhencalleduponby them. Itwasgreatly appreci-
ated!

Kari Farnell

NOTE OF THANKS

Main Office

Pastor Paul

Tues. through Thurs.,
3:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Phone: 410-673-7538
Email: office@prestonbethesdaumc.org

Home Visitations: Mon., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Mon., 2:00 to 7:00 p.m.;

Tues. through Thurs., 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Phone: 410-673-7538

Contemporary Service

Children's Sunday School/Nursery

Traditional Service

9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Happy New Year!



3

Have you enjoyed our Paint Afternoons? Try your hand at something
different: paint a bowl! BUMC will be supporting Aaron’s Place and
Caroline’s Helping Hands Back Pack Program by hosting this community
event. On January 17, 2022 in Fellowship Hall, BUMC and community
members are welcome to contribute by painting a bowl. There is no cost
– this is a totally volunteer opportunity.
Choose from one of these times: 10:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m.; and 1:00 p.m.

on January 17. All bowls will be part of the Empty Bowls event on February
24, 2022 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., where soup will be sold through the
CarolineCulinaryCenter.Oneofourbowlswill begivenwith thepurchased
soup! If you would like to paint a bowl or two, let Susan McCandless know
what time is best for you by contacting the church office. You are also
welcome to come help with providing support to this community event.

We are collecting
school supplies for
Preston Elemen-
tary School. This is
the time of year
that all of the sup-
plies fromSeptem-
ber need to be re-
placed, so we

would like to help provide new
supplies to the children at PES.
Please bring your school supplies
to church by January 30.

news & notices

PAINT AFTERNOON
Paint Afternoon is returning in

January! We will be painting with
Marjorie Scott again on January
30, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. in the Fel-
lowshipHall. Tickets are $25, and
all materials are provided, as well
as snacks.Wewill paint the beau-
tiful winter scene pictured below.
Reserve your seat todayby call-

ing or emailing the church office.
Hurry, as seats are limited. As
with our first two paint afternoons,
half of the event proceeds will be
donated to Alzheimer's Disease
research.

LIKE TO PAINT? BETHESDA NEEDS YOU!

Join us January 16 in the 11:00 a.m. service for our first Recogni-
tion Sunday. This event will honor the SHA staff and linemen who
maintain our roads and utilities throughout the year – and especially
during storms like we've had so far this year! Refreshments will fol-

low in the Fellowship Hall after the service.
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Harlan Franklin Davis, Jr. passed
away at University of Maryland
Shore Regional Health at Easton on
January 3, 2022. He was born in
Easton on October 18, 1936, the
son of the late Harlan Franklin
Davis, Sr. and Nellie Lee Hughes
Davis.
He graduated from Preston High

School Class of 1956. After high
school hebegana life long career as
a farmer. On April 20, 1961, hemar-
ried Anita Louise Dawson of Feder-
alsburg. He was a member of
Bethesda United Methodist Church
in Preston and Delmarva Poultry In-
dustry.
Harlan spent his life farming until

he was unable to do so. He enjoyed
spending time at home raising
chickens, and planting and harvest-
ing crops.
In addition to his wife, Anita, Har-

lan is survived by his children, John
Davis (Shawne), Nancy Johnson
(Robbie), and Jennifer Rickwood
(Michael), all of Preston, his grand-
children, J. C. Davis, Johanna Cal-
houn, Jared Davis, Lexi Markland,
Nichole Davis, Rachel Johnson,
Megan Moses, Brock Johnson,
Eileen Johnson, Abigail Rickwood,
Gunnar Rickwood, Madelyn Rick-
wood, and Rowan Rickwood. He is
also survived by eight great grand-
children, a sister, Betty Lowe of
Gaithersburg, a niece Diane
Jocham of Gaithersburg and a
nephew Steve Lowe of Poolesville.
He was preceded in death by two
sisters, Phyllis Fluharty and Jean
Davis.
Funeral services for Harlan will be

held on Monday, January 10, 2022
at 1:00 p.m. at Framptom Funeral
Home in Federalsburg with Rev.

Joan Wolff officiating. Interment will
follow in Junior Order Cemetery in
Preston. Friends may call at the fu-
neral homeonSundayevening from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The family has re-
quested that donations be made in
his memory to Preston Volunteer
Fire Company, P.O. Box 44 Pre-
ston, MD 21655.

Harlan Davis, Jr.

Do you love to bake, or to make chili? We are planning to serve chili and
cornbread muffins at the First Annual Toy Show on February 12. We need cooks
to provide the following: Cookies/Snacks; Chili (can be made the day before);
Cornbread muffins (will share a recipe or use your own!); Volunteers to help with
selling food and drinks on February 12; Set up assistance on February 11 and clean
up on the 12th. Please let SusanMcCandless know if you are able to assist with this
exciting new event for our church!

VOLUNTEERS AND COOKS NEEDED

news & notices
MOVIE NIGHT: DISNEY'S ROBIN HOOD
Friday, January 21 at 6:00 p.m. we will host our first Movie

Night since COVID! We will be presenting the 1973 Disney clas-
sic, "RobinHood." Thiswill also beour inauguralmovie night using
the new facilities in the Fellowship Hall. We will be serving free
popcorn and drinks. Everyone is invited. Tell your friends and
neighbors! (Snow date: January 28).

in memoriam
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TheRev.Dr. ShirlynHenryBrown,
daughter of Shirley Brown and
Warner (Pete) Henry, was born on
August 7, 1957 in Wilmington, DE.
She departed this world peacefully
at home in Wilmington, DE on Fri-
day, December 10, 2021 with family
at her side. She was 64 years old.
As a young child, Dr. Brown was

raised on Sugar Loaf Farm in
Odessa, DE and shared many fond
memories of times spent with her
grandparents, mother, siblings and
cousins on the farm. Her family relo-
cated to Dover, DE, where Shirlyn –
or “Sissy” as she was affectionately
known by her family and close
friends – finished her schooling and
graduated Dover High School in
1975. At an early age, Sissy devel-
oped a strong interest in theater and
the arts, and she went on to com-
plete her Bachelors and Master’s
degrees in Theatre at Kansas State
University, where she began her
journey into student leadership, vi-
sioning and training programs, us-
ing her creative strengths.
Dr. Brown realized her true calling

was to the ministry and first accept-
ed thecall asadedicatedmemberof
Lee Haven UMC and Whatcoat
UMC. She received her Master of
Divinity from Palmer Theological
Seminary in Pennsylvania in 2005
and her Doctor of Ministry degree
from Wesley Theological Seminary
inWashington,DC in2011.Shewas
appointed an Elder in the United
Methodist Church in 2008.
Dr. Brown was a faithful servant

leader in the Peninsula-Delaware
Conference for nearly 20 years, in-
cluding pastoring Crisfield-Mt.
Pleasant UMC, Pocomoke City-Mt.
Zion UMC and Preston-Hurlock

UMC churches, serving as Director
ofConnectionalMinistriesandEast-
on District Superintendent and, at
the time of her passing, as Senior
Pastor of Ezion-Mt. Carmel UMC,
United Methodist Campus Pastor at
Delaware State University and Di-
rector of the Peninsula-Delaware
Conference Local Pastor Licensing
School. She was lovingly known to
many as “Pastor B” for her passion
for kingdom building, kingdom living
anddevotion to JesusChrist. Pastor
B had a true passion for teaching
and always looked for ways to incor-
porate theatre and thearts in her call
to ministry. She was a true servant
leader, teacher and shepherd, al-
waysmindful of “her flock” and help-
ing them realize a closer relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. In addition to
herministry, Pastor B served in vari-
ous roles at Delaware State Univer-
sity for over 20 years, includingmost
recently as United Methodist Cam-
pus Pastor, Theatre Director and
advisor to the DSU Theatre Honor
Society and Drama Club and ad-
junct theatre professor.
Dr. Brown was preceded in death

byhermother, ShirleyBrown.She is
survived by her father, Warner Hen-
ry (Cleo); her daughter Angel Hardy
Heinz (Michael); her siblings Glen
Henry, Kelly Shelton (Dana), David
Brown (Tracey), Yvette Jackson
(Stanley), Daneen Cuthbertson and
Duane Henry; two beloved grand-
children, Moira and Brendan Heinz;
her close friend JamesBlackson; In-
dya and Omar Draper, whom she
helped raise and considered her
own grandchildren; and a host of
loving aunts, nieces, nephews,
cousins, “spiritual” children and
close friends. She will also be great-

ly missed by countless current and
former students and mentees.
Funeral services were held Satur-

day, December 18, 2021 at Ezion-
Mount Carmel UMC, with burial in
Whatcoat Cemetery, Dover, DE on
Monday, December 20, 2021. Do-
nations may be made to the Rev-
erend Dr. Shirlyn H. BrownMemori-
al Scholarship at Delaware State
University online at https://
www.desu.edu/giving/give-now
(select “Rev. Dr. Shirlyn H. Brown
Memorial Scholarship” under “Des-
ignation”) or by mail c/o Division of
University Advancement, Delaware
State University, 1200 N. DuPont
Highway, Dover, DE 19901.

in memoriam
REV. DR. SHIRLYN H. BROWN

Bethesda
Handbell
Choir Dates
February
10 practice 6:30 p.m.
15 practice 6:30 p.m.
20 performance 11:00 a.m.
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around bethesda

Bethesda stepped up again to help thirteen families
at Preston Elementary School with bags of food for
Christmas. This picture shows what was in each bag.
Another organization donated hams. Nothing says
Merry Christmas like a chicken bag full of food!

XMAS COCOA IN THE RAIN!

Attendees of the women's Christmas party on
December 15. Front row, from left: Wanda Prothero,
Patsy Lord, Mary Cheezum. Second row: Joyce
Cohee, Cheryl Michael, Donna Lane. Third row:
Nancy Seaman, Charlotte Morris, Isabel Brannock,
Pat Zepp. Back row: Carol Miller, Brenda Baker,
Sandy Bailey.

Bethesda's plans to serve hot cocoa at the town
Christmasparadewereawashout, alongwith theevent
itself. But all involved had some good laughs and a
chance to get in themood for Christmas – even if it was
humid and 65 degrees outside.
Pictured above are "before and after" images: the top

photowas takenafterweset upandstartedhandingout
hot chocolate to passersby; the bottom is of five very
wet survivors of the cloudburst that ended the night!
Special props go to the preacher, who took one for the
teamand rode across town in the back of a pickup, rain-
blasted and utterly drenched, but indefatigably waving
the church banner all the way!
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Here's the Church, Here's the Steeple
Scenes From the Tower Renovation
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December was a busy month for outreach at the
church, and the rest of thewinter calendarwill be equal-
ly as full. Some of our exploits have been covered else-
where in this issue, but I will elaborate here on a few of
them.
In the Fall, Bethesda was asked again to place an ad

in the CRHS yearbook. We have been supporting the
yearbook for many years (although we might have
skipped one or two by accident!) and once again the
Outreach Team approved the request and sent in a
quarter-page ad. It will appear in the 2022 yearbook.
Also as we have done

for a few years now, the
team looked into serving
hot chocolate duringPre-
ston's town Christmas
parade, scheduled for
December 11. Donna
Lane was instrumental in
gathering all of the nec-
essary supplies. That af-
ternoon, Santa’s elves
(Pastor Paul, Chris Far-
nell, Kari Farnell, Julia
Yuker, Peggy Dashiell,
Mary Cheezum, Laura
Edwards, and Eric
Cheezum) gathered to
prepare the hot chocolate and take it to our assigned
spot along the parade route. Our station was set up by
5:20 p.m. andwe had the opportunity tomeet and greet
around forty folks and give them free hot chocolate be-
fore the start of the parade. The parade began at 6:00
pm and at 6:05 p.m. the elves quickly had to grab pa-
pers and cups as sudden gusty winds arose and
knocked them all about. Only a few minutes later, the
clouds let loose and the elves jumped up, grabbed sup-
plies and coolers, and made a mad dash to their vehi-
cles. Arriving back at the church, the elveswere soaked
through to the skin andwarmed upwith some of the hot
chocolate! It was a memorable event!
This year the church was again approached about

sponsoring a family or two, fromPrestonSchool, for the
Christmas holiday. The Outreach Team decided to
sponsor two families with a total of 4 Preston school

children. With help from church
members and some other communi-
ty members, we were able to put to-
gether four large trash bag size gift
bags (along with three smaller bags)
full of clothing, toys, andothergifts for
these families (see photo inset, this

page – Ed.). A huge thank you to all who purchased
gifts, or sent in donations so that we could shop for you.
This drive was a great success!
UPCOMING EVENTS— Please plan to participate!

Spread the word!
January 16—During the 11:00 a.m. service we will

be recognizing the State Highway and Electric Line-
men. These folks are often called to work extra duty
during these winter months, and their efforts often go
unnoticed, so we would like to recognize them. Please
feel free to pass this along and let me know if there are

folks you know that
should be invited.
January 21 — 6:30

p.m. Plan to join us for a
showing of Disney’s orig-
inal “Robin Hood” ani-
mated movie. Admission
is free, along with free
popcorn and water.
Come see the movie on
our new, large screen in
the Fellowship Hall. In-
vite friends and family for
this fun event. (Disney's
movies aren't just for
kids!) Snow/ice date will
be Jan. 28 at 6:30 p.m.

School SupplyDonations—Throughout themonth
of January, we continue to collect school supplies.
Whilemanyorganizations help outwith school supplies
at the beginning of the year, supplies need replenishing
by this time in the school season. We will be donating
what we collect to Colonel Richardson Middle School.
They are asking for pencils, one-subject notebooks,
and folders. Please bring these items by January 30.
February 12—We are hosting our first annual Tom

CheezumMemorial Toy and Train Show. This commu-
nity event will be held at the Preston Fire House from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. See the ad on page 6 for details.
Have a question? Want to help with one of our

events? Email me at kari21632@yahoo.com, or leave
a message for me at the church at 410-673-7538. The
year ahead is going to be very exciting!

Kari Farnell

Community
Corner with

Kari Farnell

mailto:kari21632@yahoo.com
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United Methodists affirm the Christian belief in the
resurrection of the dead. Our doctrinal statements
express this directly.
We affirm the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
"Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and took
again his body, with all things appertaining to the
perfection of man's nature" (Article III, Articles of
Religion).
Weaffirm the resurrection of all peoplewhohaveever

died.
"We believe all men stand under the righteous
judgment of Jesus Christ, both now and in the last
day. We believe in the resurrection of the dead; the
righteous to life eternal and the wicked to endless
condemnation" (Article XII, Confession of Faith).
What exactly do we believe about resurrection? Or,

put more directly, what is resurrection?
It is important to begin with what resurrection is not.

Resurrection is not the resuscitation of a person who
had previously died. Resurrection is not like zombies
pushing their way out of graves and tombs and roaming
the streets in hordes. Resurrection does not make
people or bodies "undead."
Resurrection makes people truly, fully, and

completely alive.
In I Corinthians 15, the most extensive discussion of

the traits of resurrection in the New Testament, Paul
indicates resurrection does not result in the mere
reviving of the physical body that was buried, but rather
a spiritual body. While this newly created spiritual body
is still "us" in someway, ultimately it is very different and
full of far greater potential than what came before.
"What is sown is perishable, what is raised is

imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.
It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body" (I
Corinthians 15:42b-44, NRSV).
What is also important to keep inmind is themeaning

of the term resurrection within Christian theology, and
especially Christian eschatology (understanding of the
last or ultimate things). Resurrection describes a form
of life that is not of this present age, but rather of the age
to come. The spiritual body is a new creation just as is
the "new heaven and new earth" described in
Revelation 21:1:
"Then I sawanewheavenandanewearth: for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more." (NRSV).
This newly created spiritual body is created for

thriving on the new earth in the new creation.
So, what does all of this mean for us now?
We can take comfort that no matter what time and

decay do to our physical bodies, it is not in their physical
condition that we have hope. Our hope is in the One
who raised Jesus from the dead, and whose
resurrection body is the first example of what ours will
be, when we, too, are raised at the last day.
We can understand that neither efforts to preserve

flesh destined to decay nor cremation or organ
donation hinders what God will do in resurrection.
Understanding the nature of resurrection helps us put
any unfounded fears aside when making choices that
honor our beloved dead.
At the same time, it gives us opportunity to think

carefully about what it means that even these bodies
are called "a temple of the Holy Spirit" in this life (I
Corinthians 6:19. NRSV). The body to come is spiritual
through and through. But even now, as we await the
promise of resurrection, this flesh is capable of housing
the divine. So while we live, we are called to treat our
bodies with reverence — our own and that of every
neighbor.
"For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be

made alive." (I Corinthians 15:22, Book of Common
Prayer, 1979)
Even now, in Christ we are new creations.We experi-

ence the promise of life beyond death, as well as the
promise of new beginnings in our present life. And we
experience a foretaste here and now of the fullness of
resurrection in the age to come when God will “wipe
away every tear from their eyes. Death will be nomore.
There will be no mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for
the former thingshavepassedaway.” (Revelation21:4,
CEB)
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a

ministry of United Methodist Communications.

DEATH & RESURRECTION: A SERIES ON METHODIST BELIEFS
What do we mean by resurrection?

In the last fewmonths, the US has expe-
rienced several weather-related dis-
asters. Want to give to support relief
efforts in these areas? Give directly to
UMCOR, the United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief. Click this link to go to a
site where you can donate directly (if you want, you
can tell them your church affiliation when you submit
your donation). 100percent ofUMCORcontributions
go directly to help in places where it is most needed.

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670/
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Happy, happy New Year, indeed!
From the time the last echo of our

beloved church bell pealed forth at
midnight on New Year’s Day, you
could sense that this year ahead
would be special. Now, special
does not always mean fun or
happy, but it will be noteworthy for
us as a congregation as wemake a
more determined effort to reach out
to our community, and a greater
effort to "reach in" and become the
person God intended for us to be.
But how? It’s one thing to say it,

but how do we do it?
It starts with COURAGE.

Courage to face the times ahead in
our new life to be. Courage to admit
that these are not the 1950s and
1960s. The Beaver is checking out
assisted living facilities and Lassie
passed long ago.Things are harder
than they used to be. Nothing is a
given. Spoiler Alert! The year
ahead may not be such a glorious

time, but we don’t have to feel
depressed, forsaken, or forlorn.
We are standing on the edge of

the Last Days. Christ’s return could
come at any time. And whether
you’re 10 or 110, our days upon this
rock are numbered and few.
So, what should we do?
PRIORITIZE. We talk about and

sing about how Jesus is #1 in our
lives, but is he really?We talk about
the wonder of the cross and the
beauty of salvation but are they just
words? Be courageous! Dare to be
that person you know deep down
you can be.
I proclaim, as John the Baptist

said, “Repent, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is near!” It certainly is, it’s
now one year closer. And God’s
clock of when He will send His Son
to bring us home is ticking.
For those who still use hour

glasses, the sands are running out!
PRIORITIZE and have the

COURAGE to put God first in the
time that we have left. As the old
joke goes, “When all is said and
done,more’s said thandone.”Don’t
be guilty of complacency: "Stand
up, stand up, for Jesus, ye soldiers
of the cross!"
The bell is tolling. It tolls for you!

from the
PASTOR


