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The Peach Festival returns
for its nineteenth outing on
August 14. Find out how you
can help out, on page 4!
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Part II

An interesting beginning to
my musical theatre career be-
gan in a rather notorious fash-

ion, with a stolen ticket! I was 14 andmy brother Don-
ny,whowas16,wasgivensome ‘items’ ‘friends’ of his
had stolen from a home in Bethesda, Maryland.
These ‘items’ were the leftovers from their crime
spree, and were the ‘stuff’ they didn’t want or couldn’t
sell. My brother was a bit naïve and accepted the
‘leftovers’ – one of them being a ticket to Ford’s The-
atre to see the musical Godspell. My brother, not
wanting to go see a musical, gave the ticket to me.
I had never seen a professional production of any-

thing previously, only school plays and skits. And as
you may remember from my earlier account, I was
intrigued by anything having to do with a stage. So,
dressing up in my Sunday best on the evening of the
show, I askedmyDad for a ride and happily off I went.
Uponarrival, I tookmyseat, lower level aboutmidway
back – it’s a rather small theatre. I remember looking
up and seeing Lincoln’s Box where he was shot 107
years prior; there were a few empty seats to my left
and right. A few rows back were a couple in their 40s
who were looking at me a bit pointedly, but I was too
excited to notice much or care. The musical was
great, fresh off its Broadway run (little did I know that
a scant four years later I would be part of my college
production of Godspell, thus beginning my own ca-
reer in musical theatre).
But back to the play. At intermission, wine and

snackswere served in the lobby, and people stepped
out on the sidewalk to smoke. I walked outside to
stretchmy legs. I had never been in that part of north-
west DC, and found it all very intriguing. Secretary of
StateHenryKissingerwas there, and Iwalked over to
seeupclosehis long, dark limousineparkedout front.
(Interestinghoweasy it is for official limos to findpark-
ingspaces right in front of anyvenue in thecity!)While
I stretchedmy legs, the couple from behindme came
up and asked if I liked the show. Yes, I replied – and
then they asked if I was aware my ticket had been
stolen from their home a few weeks earlier!
Well, actually, no I was not aware, I told them. I was

so honestly shocked, and being just a kid alone – and
I think they could see from the first half that I was
enjoying themusical, too – theymust have concluded
Iwasnot the thief, or evena thief at all. I told themhow
I got it, and they just nodded and told me to enjoy the
rest of the show,which I did. And the rest, as they say,
is history!

MEET

PASTOR

PAUL
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news & notices

August 14 – Peach Festival, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
August 29 – Worship at the Water 9:00 a.m.
September 1 – Mandatory meeting for all committees,
committee members, and anyone within a leadership
position within the church. Meeting will be held in the
Sanctuary at 6:00 p.m.

*Beginning September 4, Change in services will be as
follows: Contemporary service will remain at 9:00 a.m.;
Sunday School for all, 10:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.; traditional
service will begin at 11:00 a.m.

*We need volunteers for Trunk or Treat in October, and a
special person who would like to be on the planning
committee. Please see Pastor Paul if you can help.

*Needed: one volunteer to help set up and replenish the two
refreshment tables from10a.m. to 12:30p.m. eachSunday.

A PALPABLE HIT!

During the strong electrical storm
that rolled through Preston on the
afternoon of July 1, Bethesda's tow-
er was struck by lightning. An ob-
serverwhowitnessed the strike said
the tower lit up bright orangewhen it
was hit. The drone shots above
show the extent of the damage to
the steeple.
The strike also caused significant

interior damage across the whole of
the church, including the electrical
system, air conditioning, and phone
and internet. Both the copier and the
organ were significantly affected,
too,with theorganbeinga total loss.
Weareprobably lucky that the tower
did not catch on fire!
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•All workers should try to
park in the back grassy lot.
J.R. Lahmanwill be there if
you need him to park your
car for you, and he will
bring your car to youwhen
you are ready to leave. It is
important that we have
enough parking space for
the customers.

•Wewill besettingupat the
fire house on Friday,
August 13 at 6:00 p.m., if
you can help set up tables.
We also need people to
take the tables down
following the festival, at
2:00 p.m. on Saturday.

•Anybody that is peeling
peachesmaywant to bring
their own paring knife.

•The festival starts at 9:00
a.m., but people often
come in early. If you can
come around 8:00-8:15
a.m. to get ready, that
would be helpful. The
crafters come in at 7:00
a.m., and you may have
time to shop. We have

some new crafters this
year that I am excited
about. The usual favorites
are returning, so there will
be something for
everybody.

•The Activities table will
have projects for kids.

•This year we will not be
having chicken dinners as
the company we used to
get them from has closed.
Also, for the first time, we
will not be having any
music.

•Let me know if you can
help bake cobblers on
Thursday or Friday,
August 12 and 13, at
church.Wehave tobesure
thatwehaveenough tosell
at the bake table and serve
at the dessert window.

•Bake! Bake! Bake! People
look forward to coming
and buying baked items
and we want them to be
happy. If you are baking
cookies, fudge, brownies,

etc., please put some in a
plastic baggie as they are
easier to sell than by the
plateful. In 2019 the bake
table brought in $1,700.
Let's see if we can top that
this year.

•If you still have a peach
festival t-shirt or a green
church t-shirt that you
want to wear, that will help
identify us to customers
with questions.

•Since wemissed the 2020
Peach Festival, we are
hoping for a good turnout.
Witheverybodypitching in
and doing what they
always do, we won't be
disappointed. We even
have some first time
helpers this year. If you
have any questions,
please call me at
410-673-2161.

Peach
Festival19

August 14, 2021
Preston Firehouse

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Notes from Donna Lane on How You Can Help
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Pastor Paul Brings Music to Bethesda United Methodist
The following article and photograph were first
published in the Star-Democrat on July 14, 2021, and
are reprinted here by kind permission of reporter Tom
McCall.

PRESTON—When he is not drumming, playing the
piano, or strumming the guitar, the new pastor at
Bethesda United Methodist Church has traveled all
over the world. He auditioned for "America's Got
Talent" as a singer songwriter. Paul Lewis is an actor
and a storyteller, too. He has had a colorful life that
included a stint in the Merchant Marine.
He currently lives on a 30-foot wooden sloop in

Cambridge. Bethesda UMC is fixing up a five bedroom
house right across the street for him. He says the
winters on the boat can get long, and he looks forward
to using the extra space for good purpose.
He went to St. Mary's College in the '70s and got a

degree in fine arts, specifically in theater, writing, and
directing. Right out of college, Lewis got a job as a
historical interpreter on the Maryland Dove, a 17th-
century replica sailing ship for the state of Maryland.
Winter came, and he left a job that he loved. Then he
joined the military.
"I was in the (U.S. Army) Chemical Corps— nuclear,

biological, and chemical medicine," he said. An art
major in the Chemical Corps seems strange, but Lewis
is a quick study. Eventually he talked his way into a gig
as a reporter and photojournalist for the base's
newspaper.Hehadnever takenpictures, but he figured
it out fast.
"So, for the next few years I just hung out with the

general staff, flying in helicopters and taking pictures. I
had a special chevron on my sleeve that said Public
AffairsOffice, so I could goanywherewith impunity. So,
it was a lot of fun, a lot of traveling," he said.
Before becoming a pastor, he focused on his musical

talents. "I have written four musicals and had two
produced. I have a great musical now called `George'
that I amhoping toget produced," he said. This is based
on Saint George, the dragon slayer. He writes original
music for his sermons. He even tried out for "America's
Got Talent" — and he got through the initial audition.
"A producer came up to me and asked me if I would

like to be in a commercial to promote `America's Got
Talent.' Theywereauditioning inChicago,LA,NewYork

— all the big cities. We auditioned in Louisville. The
other performers said, 'You have no fear, and you are
so calm.' It is not that I amgreat, it is just that I feel good.
I am happy. You know you feel that way when God is
with you," he said.
His new post at Bethesda UMC is being taken head

on.Walking through the church building, Lewis pointed
out all the improvements he wants to make.
The church steeple was struck by lightning the same

week Lewis started the job. It fried all the phones, com-
puters, andwires.Youcansee the lineof blownoff shin-
gles where the lightning went right down the cupola.
Lewis plans to sit down one-on-one with each of his

185 parishioners. He is definitely a people person and
hasmade an effort to connect with other parish leaders
in his area. ElmerDavis, who is theUpper Shore super-
intendent of the Delmarva Peninsula Conference, is in
charge of 125 churches. He approved Lewis' new posi-
tion.
Davis said, "Paul's gifts are good for the church. He is

doing an excellent job. His plans are right in line with
that church's vision. He was at Zion United Methodist
Church in Cambridge."
"We have aministerium of five churches. It's a collec-

tion of the ministers from various churches. We, the
Lutheran Church, myself, Black Methodists down here
and the African American Pentecostal Church. And
then a Bethlehem Wesleyan at the other end of town.
We get together once a month. We do outreach activi-
ties for the community. What a wonderful support sys-
tem forme towalk into. I amveryecumenical. Youknow
when you shine a light on a disco ball, but when it hits
the little mirrored pieces, it reflects in different colors.
Jesus' light hits us all with the same intensity, but we
reflect it in different ways," Lewis said.
Lewis grew upCatholic. His parents are Catholic. "As

Catholics we pretty much depended on the priest to tell
us what to do," Lewis said, adding he didn't really have
a relationship with God. "I had heard about Jesus in the
Catholic church, but I didn't really knowmuch personal-
ly about Him."
One day in the late '60s, he was hitchhiking, and a

man in amuscle car picked him up. During the ride, the
driver handed him a thin volume of the Gospel of John
with a phone number on the back. Lewis read the

Continued on next page
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Gospel and liked it.
Then a little later he was walking down the road, like

Saint Paul on the road to Damascus.
"Boom!TheHolySpirit cameuponme. Iwasn't asking

or looking for it. Everything that wasmade byGod—the
trees, the grass—it kind of reverberated with these
beautiful vibrations and beautiful colors. And I started
speaking in another language. I thought, 'That is weird,'
which I have never done again, but I was really happy
and joyful. So that started the walk to Christ. I thought
maybe there is something more to this Jesus guy," he
said.
"I just consideredmyself anon-denominationalChris-

tian. I really liked the non-denominational churches the
best because they really rocked. They had the best
music and were doing stuff like drama. They just
seemedmore alive than themainstream churches," he
said.
He is a seasoned storyteller. Cadence, volume, pitch

—he uses it all to grab your
attention.
"It's only relationships

that get people interested in
God. Period. Very few peo-
ple come to it with a philo-
sophical desire. Very few
are intellectually interested.
If you have ever studied
psychology there is the hi-
erarchy of needs by
Maslow. The end is self ac-
tualization. And then you
start thinking maybe there
ismore to life than just plea-
sure and pain and just get-
ting by. So people really
need the personal contact," he said.
With so many life experiences, like getting prostate

cancer and being divorced, he wants to channel all that
into counseling as a pastor. "I made all the mistakes. I
wasn't doinganythingbad, butmypriorities ... your rela-
tionship with God, your relationship with your family,
wife, children. Then your job. You have got to keep
these things in order or you are going to have trouble,"
he said.
So, this is where he draws on his history as an actor.

He played a scene in the 1978 film "Mayflower; The
Pilgrim's Adventure" with Anthony Hopkins. He said
Hopkinswas so short that he looked down on him in the
scene. Lewis was in another movie called "St. Au-
gustine's Story," which was made for the Saint Augus-
tine, Florida, visitor center. One of his daughters was 6

months old and got to be in the movie too. He has two
daughters and is single now.
"I plan on going to every person in the community and

knocking on their door; I'll call them first. And visiting
and findingout how theyaredoing.Andsee if theyneed
anything or see if they need prayer and try to get them
back to church.DuringCOVIDall the churches inAmer-
ica lostmembers.Wesay, hey, it is safe, comeonback.
All services in all denominations are sent out on Face-
book Live or YouTube.You lose the personal touch.
You get the knowledge, but you miss the emotion. We
need the camaraderie," he said.
Another aspect, of Lewis' story is that he lived the

Muslim nation of Indonesia for 12 years. He taught En-
glishandconsideredhimself aChristianmissionary.He
worked at a Muslim high school.
"Muslim schools all over Indonesia, Java, Jakarta,

Sulawesi. Indonesia is a long chain of islands, 17,000
islands. If you superimposed it on the U.S. it would

stretch from Alaska to Key
West," he said.
"I came back from In-

donesia, and I was worn
out emotionally. I wanted a
quiet life. So I bought a
beautiful wooden boat in
Annapolis. It was built by
Bill Dickerson in 1963. I
sailed it from Annapolis to
Cambridge.I keep it at the
Cambridge Yacht Club. I
have been living there for
three and half years. Be-
cause I was in the Mer-
chant Marine, I have my
mariner's license."

His churchhasgivenhimaparsonage inwhich to live.
It was built in 1915andhas five bedrooms. It is currently
getting the walls painted, the wooden floors sanded—
a general spruce up. It is right across street from the
church.
"I live alone. I don't even have a pet," he said.
When asked where he wants to take this church, he

said, "More people. After I go door-to-door with all my
parishioners, then it is door-to-door with all the
strangers, because I don't know a stranger. I am not
afraid, and I like meeting people. When you are really
sincere and really care about people, they, know you
are not trying to sell them anything," he said.
"God is with me. That is the real joy, knowing you are

protected. We are all just trying to crawl towards the
light," he said.

Pastor Paul Lewis says he played the drums in college
at St. Mary’s. He plays them loud and with joy.
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DEATH & RESURRECTION: A SERIES ON METHODIST BELIEFS
Is our time of

death predetermined?
My friend said, "When you are

born, the day of your death is written
in the book." What does that mean?
Is our time of death predetermined?
There are several Scriptures that

talk about a time to die and our days
being numbered. The Book of Job
says, “Our days are fixed, the num-
ber of our months with you, you set
a statute and we can’t exceed
it” (Job 14:5). Psalm 139:16 and the
famous verse from Ecclesiastes 3,
“a time to be born, and a time to die,”
also point to the limited span of a
human life.
The authors of those Scriptures

may have been struggling with why
bad things happen to good people,
as in the Book of Job, or simply say-
ing, “Life is short.”
Balancing the scope of God’s

knowledge and human beings’ free
will is alwaysa tricky thing.Whenwe
say things like, “the day of your
death is written in the book,” it ap-
pears to make sense based on the
scope of God’s knowledge. Howev-
er, it may not allow for the free will of
human beings, including the sin in
our lives that sometimes affects our
lifespan, or the lives of others. Aswe
seek that balance, wemust be care-
ful not to say that God causes our
deaths.
John Wesley, founder of the

Methodist movement, had a funda-
mental problem with attributing evil
to God, or assigning God responsi-
bility for the bad things that happen
to people, including death. As
Lamentations 3:32-33 says, “Al-
thoughGodallowsgrief, hewill have
compassion according to the abun-
dance of his steadfast love; for he
does not willingly afflict or grieve
anyone.”
The Bible tells us death is an ene-

my (1 Corinthians 15:26) and in the

end will be defeated (Revelation
21:4). Jesus himself grieved the
death of his friend Lazarus before
reviving him (John 11:38-44). In an-
other story, Jesus brought a little girl
back to life (Luke 8:49-56). He did
not welcome or accept death. He
worked against it throughout his
ministry and his resurrection is the
“first fruits” of the age to come when
death will be no more.
United Methodists do not believe

God causes harm to his people or
their deaths. Rather, we understand
harmand death as part of this fallen,
broken and sinful world. Even as we
long for the day when death will be

no more, we recognize God’s un-
conditional love and presence with
us during times of suffering, pain,
and even death.
Whateverhappensafter death,we

live with hope in life eternal and in
the assurance that, "Neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love
ofGod inChrist JesusourLord" (Ro-
mans 8:38-39).
This content was produced by

Ask The UMC, a ministry of Unit-
ed Methodist Communications.

TRAVELS WITH THE CONGREGATION
Last month, Eric Cheezum went on vacation to Garden City, South

Carolina. In between sojourns on the beach, hemanaged to attend church
at Surfside UMC, where he was reunited for the first time in twenty years
with an old friend, Rev. Mary Teasley. Mary served the church Eric
attendedwhenhe firstmoved toColumbia, SC in 2000, andwas influential
in his faith journey and alsomade him feel welcomewhile living so far from
home. Mary has served churches all over the South Carolina Conference
of the UMC; she has also served as district superintendent. She was
appointed toSurfsideUMC inJuly2020.Surfsidewasestablished in1966,
and, as befits its location, is a delightfully nautically themed church, as the
picture below of one of its striking, stained-glass windows will attest.

Above: Eric and Mary pose for a
quick photo between Sunday
services. At right: Jesus walks on
water in one of Surfside's
beautiful windows.
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~ ENTER NORTH CASTLE ~

BE STRONG IN THE LORD AND IN
THE STRENGTH OF HIS POWER.

Ephesians 6:10

Following a year of shut-downs
and craziness from Covid, Bethesda
excitedlyplannedaVBSprogramthisyear. To
transition back into things, we condensed the
usual 4-dayprogram toa3-dayprogram for this
year. On July 26-28, we held the “Knights of
North Castle” VBS program. We had 10
students in attendance this year. Susan
McCandless was our inspirational leader. We
welcomed Pastor Paul to his first Bethesda
VBS and he led the Knights on an exciting
journey to find the pieces of the King’s
armor. Each night, we began with some
energetic songs and words of
inspiration from the Armorer,
Pastor Paul, and we ended each
evening with a review of the
lessons learned for the
day and a review of
some of the

songs.
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Discovered Truth
When I first heard of what you did

Up there on Calvary’s tree,
I was a very little child
And felt just sympathy.

Spiritual lessons were further taught
As years just flew on by,

That made me want to stop and think
And ask the question – why?

Then one day truth settled on my heart
I’ll never forget that day,

My eyes were opened the very first time
And I humbly knelt to pray.

That’s when before your throne I came
Your gift of salvation accepted,

Receiving forgiveness and love divine
Sins gone without exception.
I rose up with a lighter heart
A feeling so utterly new,

Your life and mine were bound together
Whatever you wanted I’d do.

Whatever that was, whatever the cost
My heart to you I’d yield,

And along life’s future path I knew
You’d be my strength and shield.

By Nancy Marie
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Cheryl Michael led the students in
Bible stories about David and Goliath, Jesus and
Peter Walking on the Water, and Paul and Silas
surviving an Earthquake while in prison. Pastor Jim,
Emma and Anna Carmean, and Susannah Cheezum
worked the puppets to visualize the Bible story each
night. Each session students participated in
Recreation, led by Alexis Planner, with help from Violet
Cheezum.ChildrenbattledGoliath, kept balloons afloat
in the air, and played a gamewhere, if tagged, they had
to go to jail like Paul and Silas. Lisa Brown and Julia
Yuker servedupsnackseachnight, includingswords
made from pretzels, marshmallows, and icing;
graham crackers with icing and teddy grahams to
act as Jesus, Peter, and the disciples’ and a
yummy chex mix. Crafts were led by Jenna
Towers and Nancy Seaman. Children
paintedrocks to remind themofhowDavid
killed Goliath with a rock. They made
little vignettes with Jesus walking
on the water, and designed
stained-glass crosses to
remind them of God’s

love for them.
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On Sunday, August 1, students
returned to the Castle, for a combined service,
toshowthecongregantssomeof thesongs they
learned, and to watch a slideshow of the exciting
events of the week. This was followed by our
traditional "Sundaes on Sunday" as a fellowship
follow-up. EachVBSyear,weaddress aparticular
Missions need. This year, as we have done in the
past, we chose to support Lifetime Well Drilling
fromDenton,Maryland. This company travels to
Africa and other impoverished countries to
install wells in areas that are without clean
drinking water. We asked students to bring
in “Coins for Clean Water” to put in our
“well” at church. Through their efforts
and those of the congregation in
attendance on Sunday, we were
able to raise $159.90 to send to

Lifetime Well Drilling.

Kari Farnell
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Bethesda
United Methodist

Church
P.O. Box 147

Preston, Maryland 21655

What an exciting time for all of us
at Bethesda! I’m usually a pretty
excited and happy guy, but now
there are things going on that are of
such a good benefit to everyone
that I’m hoping others will be as
excited as I am, too!
First, we had the lightning strike

on my first official day here at
BUMC! An auspicious beginning!
While it caused much damage to
both the tower, phones, computer
modem, printer, organ and A/Cs,
we’re thinking, in the long run, it
might actually beablessing.Watch
this space for more on that story.
Then, coming very soon, Willow

Constructionwill begin the process
of rebuilding the tower and
restoring the functioning of the bell;
now that is a sound I look forward to
hearing as it peals forth from a
beautifully restored tower before

services each Sunday morning – a
‘call to worship’ that has too long
been absent in our community.
Next, we have Mid-South

Productions installing a huge
computerized A/V system to bring
our services into the Twenty-First
Century and further enhance the
worship experience for those in
person and online. This new
systemwill allowus truly to present
a ‘multi-media’ experience for all.
Lastly, we now have a beautifully

restored parsonage with
accompanying landscaping that
will both enhance and balance our
two main buildings, and be open
and available for meetings and
special events.
And there will be other small

touches coming in the near future
that will also enhance the beauty
and functionality of our church.

Please stay tuned and expectant:
the best is yet to be.

Pastor Paul

from the
PASTOR


