
Behold.

All things

have become

new.
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Therefore, if

anyone is in

Christ, he is a

new creation.

Old things have

passed away.
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Part I
I am the third of

seven children,
and had the great
fortune to be born
into a very loving

home environment with a Mom and Dad who were,
if anything, a bit too giving and forgiving, for I was an
active and adventurous lad.
My first years were spent near Annapolis. My Dad

loved the water and we owned many boats, power
and sail. I still own a beautiful old sailboat, a Dicker-
son ’30, built near Cambridge in 1963.
We were a Catholic family, and I remember vividly

the paintings and frescoes that adorned the walls
and ceilings of St. Mary’s Church in Annapolis.
Paintings in vivid colorsand largecharactersofBibli-
cal figures and events. I knew nothing then of these
people or places but was immediately drawn to the

majesty of the work, realizing they must be pretty
important folks to have someone commemorate
themon theceiling! I hadoccasionally takencrayons
and attempted a grandiose trompe-l’oeil mural on
my bedroom wall at home, but my Mom was not so
impressed.
Anotherearlyand fondmemoryof churchwasafter

the service,whenwe’d all go to the fellowship hall for
donuts and chocolatemilk! Today, it might not seem
so special, but in 1963 that was pretty darn exciting!
I also remember the stage in the fellowship hall. I’d

never seen one before, nor a live performance, and
would wander up to it, feeling an innate connection,
yet not knowing its purpose. When I saw my first
Biblical skit performed on it, I thought it wasmagical,
with the costumed actors, and music, and special
lighting! Is it any wonder that years later I would
study Theatre Arts in college?

Pastor Paul

MEET
PASTOR
PAUL

Pastor Paul's sailboat
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news & notices
NEW PRAISE
TEAM LEADER

On July 1, Bekah Yockey will take
over from Keith Cayer as leader of
the 9:00 a.m. praise team. Bekah
has been part of the team since it
began in April 2018, and the SPRC
committee is thrilled she is taking on
this important job.Keith and thePre-
ston Worship band will still be pro-
viding music for the 9:00 service, so
come on out and support them each
week!

North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. The King’s
valiant Knights are on a quest in search of the King’s
Armor. But the armor isn’t what they think it is.
"Knights ofNorthCastle:Quest for theKing’sArmor,"
invites children to be strong in the Lord and in the
strength ofGod’s power by exploring howweput on the
armor ofGod. Kidswill take on the role of braveKnights
andbegin their quest each sessionbyopening theKing’s
Book.They’ll exploreOldandNewTestamentstoriesand
discover different pieces of protective armor — the Belt
of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of Peace,
the Shield of Faith, and the
Helmet of Salvation — at
work inthe livesof familiar
Bible characters, and
explore how that armor
works in their own lives as
they follow and serve God.
Help kids take up the
gauntlet this summer and
accept the challenge to
“armor up” and be strong
byremainingwithGodand
sharing God’s love in a
world that needs it more
than ever.

Vacation Bible School 2021
July 26, 27, 28 @ 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Peach
Festival19
The Peach Festival returns
this year after a break from

COVID.
Saturday, August 14
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed. If
you can help, please
contact Donna Lane.
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around bethesda

Worth a thousand words... Participants in Bethesda's Paint Day on June 6 pose with their creations.

Rev. Pevey recognizes 2021 high school graduates, from left: Gillian
Cheezum, Emma Carmean, and Will Turner. Bethesda awarded its

annual book scholarship to Cheezum during the service.

On June 6, Jim and Cheryl
Michael renewed their marriage
vows, surrounded by their friends.
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around bethesda

Porter Elmore is baptized on June 20 at the Choptank shore.

Pastor Linda with the Praise Team, June 20, from left: Ryleek Acree, Zoey Hacker, Keith Cayer, Pastor
Linda, Kelly Brown, Bekah Yockey
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Thank you all for making my last Sunday at Bethesda a
truly memorable day! I so appreciate your presence! It was
fun to see everyone for one last time of worship together.
Thanks to all the musicians and singers for leading us in lots
of joyful singing!
Thank you all for the cards, the gifts, and the well wishes.
We’ve alreadymade our reservations to see “Esther” at Sight
and Sound. Thanks to those who brought food! It was a
wonderful lunch and time of fellowship.
You will be forever in my heart and in my prayers. Thanks
for making my time at Bethesda a joy!

Blessings, Linda

A Fond Farewell to the Peveys
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DEATH & RESURRECTION: A SERIES ON METHODIST BELIEFS
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What happens after
a person dies?

Do they go directly to heaven or
hell or to a holding place until Christ
returns for the final judgment?
Throughout history, people have

wondered what happens immedi-
ately after death. While we may
want a clear cut answer, United
Methodists do not provide one in our
doctrinal statements. This is be-
cause the scriptures themselves of-
fer no one clear teaching on what
happens to the dead between their
deathand the resurrectionand judg-
ment at the Last Day.
Instead, we are called simply to

trust God that we are in Christ's care
and keeping. It is that faith that calls
us to trust that God holds answers
that humanity cannot yet under-
stand. We find in Hebrews 11:1:
"Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen." While the Protestant tra-
dition teaches us certain aspects of
the afterlife, there is still much that
remains held in the mystery of God
that requires simple faith.
Many Christians through the cen-

turies have believed that when per-
sons die, they remain dead (asleep)
until the final judgment, at which
time they are resurrected to life or
punishment at Christ's final judg-
ment.
Thomas G. Long, professor at

Candler School of Theology, ex-
plains,
“There are two images in the New

Testament about what happens.
First, the Resurrection Day, when
the trumpet will sound and the dead
will be raised up incorruptible. If you
only had that image, what we would
imagine is that when people die,
they lie in some intermediate state
awaiting the great Resurrection
Day.

"The other image, however, is that
death contains no victory over us at
all. As soon as we die, we are with
God.We get this in the Book of Rev-
elation where John looks up and al-
ready the saints who have died are
praising God around the throne. In
terms of linear time, we can’t work
this out. We’ve got these two com-
peting images: You either wait until
the general resurrection or you go
immediately to be with God.
"But the imposition of linear time

on what is an eternal idea is what
creates the contradiction. I don’t try
tomakea theologian out of Einstein,
but he did show us that events that
happen in sequence can also be
events that happen simultaneously.
If Einstein can imagine that in terms
of physics, theologians can imagine
it also in terms of the intrusion of
eternity into linear time—that we are
both immediately raised and raised
together.” (What Happens When
We Die?)
Purgatory is believed to be a place

where the souls of the faithful dead
endure a period of purification and
cleansing, aided by the prayers of
the living, prior to the resurrection,
final judgment, and new creation.
Protestant churches rejected the
Roman Catholic idea of purgatory.
To be clear, it is this particular de-

scription of the intermediate state
betweendeathand resurrection that
Protestants, including the Wesleys
and our EUB and Methodist fore-
bears, have rejected. We have not
rejected the idea that there may be
some sort of intermediate state.

This content was produced by Ask
The UMC, a ministry of United
Methodist Communications.
John Wesley believed in an inter-

mediate state between death and
the final judgment. UnitedMethodist

theologian and historian TedCamp-
bell notes, “we reject the idea of pur-
gatory but beyond that maintain si-
lence on what lies between death
and the last judgment.” (Methodist
Doctrine: The Essentials)
Whatever happens immediately

after death, we live with hope in life
eternal and in the assurance that
"neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love ofGod inChrist
Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39).

This content was produced by
Ask The UMC, a ministry of Unit-
ed Methodist Communications.

Please Join Us
on Sunday, July 4 as we
welcome Pastor Paul

to Bethesda!
Services will take place at
the usual times, with a
reception and light
refreshments in the

Fellowship Hall following
the 10:15 a.m. service.
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Greetings! Since first learning in
February that I would be coming to
Preston to serveas your pastor,my
heart has been joyful and my mind
abuzz with thoughts of both the
good times and the challenges
ahead.
I feel so honored to be here at

Bethesda UMC. And so grateful to
be following in the very capable
footsteps of Rev. Pevey. I would
like to say that Rev. Pevey has
been VERY helpful and
encouraging to me during this time
of transition.
During this first month I will be

focusing on a number of areas:
meeting as many people as I can
(and doing my best to learn and
remember names); setting up my
office; setting up my new home in
the parsonage; and learning about
the facility, grounds, and life overall

in Preston.
Interestingly enough, I had the

great fortune of performing in
concerts twice in Preston last year
at the wonderful town park. It was
my FIRST time to visit Preston and
INEVER imagined Iwouldever live
and serve here!
Above all things, my focus is on

RELATIONSHIPS. Coming here
as your pastor is NOT a job to me
but a lifestyle. I amhere to help and
to serve.
My life, if I may digress, has been

extremely exciting and adventure-
filled. Yes, there has been pathos
and angst, but from these I’ve
learned and grown, and have
much, I believe, to share.
Being your pastor is a dream

come true and something I have
worked toward and hoped for, for
quite some time.

Please know that I am always
ready to help and assist as we all
make our way closer to the Cross
and our Lord Jesus Christ!

Pastor Paul

from the
PASTOR


