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I Love this Church!

I have not stopped giving
thanks for you…
Ephesians 1:16

It is hard to believe it has been five years since Barry
and I first arrived at Bethesda. I remember that first
Sundaywell! I was both nervous andexcited! Youdidn’t
know much about me, and I didn’t know much about
you. But since that time, we’ve gotten to know each
other well as we have served our God together. I have
truly grown to love this church! As we all prepare for
transition and a new season of ministry, I want to say
thank you!
Thank you for welcoming us! On that first Sunday

in July 2016, I described the United Methodist practice
of “appointing pastors” as a bit like a blind date. The
bishop and her cabinet (the four district superinten-
dents) do their best to pair pastors with churches, in
what they hope will be a match made in heaven. I was
serving atChrist Church inSalisbury, when I got the call
from District Superintendent (DS) Rev. Fred Duncan.
He said, “We have a great opportunity for you.” I asked,
“Where is it?” He said, “I can’t tell you, but it’s close to
Seaford,” which is where I live. Then he told me it was
in theEastonDistrict, so theEastonDSwould be calling
me. I got the call from the Easton DS, Rev. Dr. Shirlyn
Brown, and I said, “Where is it?” She said, “I can’t tell
you. I’ll tell you everything when we meet.” So a few
moredayswent bybeforewemet, and thenshehanded
me a piece of paper that said "Bethesda United
Methodist Church" at the top. As she was telling me all
about the church, she mentioned the clincher for me:
“This churchhasa lot of potential.” Thatwasall I needed
to hear. A couple months later, we arrived for that first
Sunday to a warm welcome! Ever since, I have looked
forward to arriving at church each and every Sunday!
Thank you for welcoming us, and allowing us to be part
of your life, at the same time that you becamepart of our
lives.
Thank you for your willingness to embrace

change! As I reflect on my time at Bethesda, I see a
collage of all the new things we have done together.
We’ve added staff. We’ve added a contemporary wor-
ship service! We’ve gotten our administrative house in
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order. We’ve reached out to our community in new
ways, through the Blessing Box, Free Family Movie
Nights, Worship at the Water, Worship Nights, Eco-
Fest, andWalk forWater!We have given the outside of
the building a facelift, with fresh paint, new doors,
paving of the parking lot, and the addition of parking lot
lights. Inside, the Chapel, narthex, nursery, ladies'
room, and church office were renovated! And now the
youth space is being remodeled. Thank you all for your
willingness to do new things!
Thank you for all you have contributed! The

church can function onlywhen itsmembers give of their
time and service. It takes all of us giving what we can!
I have witnessed first-hand just how this church pulls
together when there is something to do. In my first
months at Bethesda, I saw for myself how a small
church of people willing to work together can accom-
plish big things, like the Peach Festival! People toldme
I wasn’t going to believe how big a thing the Peach
Festival was. Theywere right! I was blownawaybyhow
the whole church came together to put on this huge
event! Thank you for all you’ve contributed to our min-
istry: your service, timeand talents, your ideasandpas-
sion, your financial gifts, your encouragement, and so
muchmore. Please know that everything you do is criti-
cal to theministry of the church. It takesall of usworking
together to make a difference for Jesus and for our
community.
Thank you for your grace. I have done the very best

that I could during my time as your pastor. I have made
mistakes and missteps. Sometimes I have said the
wrong thing and done thewrong thing, asweall do from
time to time. Thank you for showing me grace.
Thank you for your resilience. It would have been

easy to be discouraged last year as Covid shut down
just about everything. It would have been easy to throw
our hands up and give up. Instead, we found newways
to do everything. Though 2020 was a challenging year
for us, I thank God for what we did together, for howwe
pulled together and made our way through some diffi-
cult circumstances. The year of Covid really forced us
out of our comfort zones into the unknown. I am so
proud of how we so quickly responded to the chal-
lenges:withon-lineworship;Drive-in church; additional
outdoor worship services; Zoom worship, Bible study,
and meetings (we all became Zoom experts!); school
lunch distributions; socially-distanced visitations; and
even a socially-distanced Christmas Eve service. Not
once did I hear anyone say, “We’ve never done that
before.” Thank you, too, for your patienceasweworked
through theever-changingsituation, especially in those
first few months.

Thankyou foryourcommitment togrow.Youhave
listened forGod’sword for youonSundaymorning.You
have taken part in Bible study. You have taught others
in VBS or Sunday School, YouthGroup, andConfirma-
tion. You have made the church stronger by your com-
mitment to your own spiritual growth.
Thank you for making it fun! We have accom-

plished great things at Bethesda, and through it all,
we’ve laughed!We’ve shared our lives!We’ve become
a family. We started out as strangers, and now we are
friends. I’ve so enjoyedmy timewith you. I will miss you
tremendously.
My prayer as I prepare to leave Bethesda is that I’ve

accomplished what God sent me here to do. Easy or
difficult, encouragingor challenging, I’vegivenmybest.
Together we have built on the foundations left to us.
And now as I step away and Pastor Paul steps in, you
will build on what we have built together. I pray that you
will see the opportunities this transition presents, and
embrace them as the gifts they are.
As you prepare to welcome a new pastor, remember

that pastors come and go, and each will bring different
gifts. No pastor is going to be excellent at everything;
yet each one brings something unique. Look for those
unique gifts in Pastor Paul as youwelcomehim. Please
don’t sit back and wait to see whether or not you like
him, or if he does everything exactly the way you think
he should. I encourage you to assume that God has
sent Pastor Paul to you for just such a time as this.
Bethesda, you are a great church! You are a vibrant

church! You are a loving church! It is you, the people,
who make this church what it is, as you love and serve
the Lord together, and love and serve each other.
Countless generations have been impacted for Christ
through you. Rest assured that God, this day and every
day, continues to watch over you.
I leave with a heart of gratitude for all you havemeant

to me and all you have given me. I thank God for the
privilege and the joy it has been for the past five years
to serve as your pastor. I am thankful for the friendships
I’ve made, and for all of you that have shared this jour-
ney with me. I have been blessed beyond words.
I will remember you always in my prayers and I will

watch with great anticipation and expectation of all the
greatworksGodwill accomplish through you!What lies
ahead for you, Bethesda, and what lies ahead for me,
we don’t yet know. But I firmly believe the best is yet to
come!

Blessings,
Pastor Linda
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Join us Sunday afternoon, June 6, at 2:00 p.m.
for a paint day in the Fellowship Hall. Local
artist and teacher Marjorie Scott will
lead us in painting a lovely landscape
portrait (see below) that will make a beauti-
ful addition to your wall at home. Whether you
are an accomplished artist or have never picked
up a paintbrush, you will have a great time at this
event! Bottled water and pre-packaged snacks will be provided, Feel free
to bring your own, as well (we request no alcoholic beverages).

Tickets are $25.00
and cover all materials
needed to participate.
Due to limitations on
space and supplies,
please pre-register by
contacting the church
office (410-673-7385
or office@preston-
bethesdaumc.org), or,
if you are reading this
online, by filling out the
Google form by click-
ing the link here.
Pursuant to Mary-

land's public health directives, masks will not be required at this event for
those who have been vaccinated. Those who have not been vaccinated
are strongly encouraged to wear masks.

news & notices

Jim and Cheryl Michael will renew
their marriage vows during the
service on the water at Choptank,
onJune6,at 9:00a.m.All are invited
to attend and share in this important
moment in their lives.

HOW GREAT THOU ART !

Sunday School

Resumes!

June 6, 9:00 a.m.

at the church

Come One,

Come All!We are in search of a
correspondent who can

take pictures and report on the early
service on a regular basis. Ideally,
the candidate will already be an at-
tendee of the early service. At
present we publish very few news
items relating to the early service;
an assistant would rectify this prob-
lem.Please email us if you can help:
newsletter@prestonbethesdaumc.org.

CARD OF THANKS
Thank you for your donation to the
CRHS Class of 2021. Your support
is appreciated.

CRHS After Prom/Graduation
Farewell Committee
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news & notices

In 1946, 10 acres of land on the Chester River was
purchased for $10,000 to offer Christian campministry.
Since then, Camp Pecometh has grown in its capacity
to provide Christian hospitality and programming that
promote God-inspired, life-changing experiences.
Thousands of members of our Peninsula-Delaware
Conference churches have supported, volunteered
and benefitted from this ministry.
I invite you to join us in celebrating our 75th Anniver-

sary on theeveningof June26, 2021at 6pm.Festivities
will include dinner in the dining hall, an Anniversary
celebration and our signature Galilean service. The
cost is $25 (ages12+), $15 (ages6-11) or FREE for age
5 and under.
Our Anniversary celebration is part of a Friends and

Family CampWeekend, which offers camp fun to peo-
ple of all ages. Swimming, canoeing/kayaking, chal-
lengecourse, andarcheryare just a fewof theactivities.
Lodgingoptions includehotel, cabin,RVand tent camp-
ing accommodations. Don’t miss the fun.
We look forward to seeing you here. Let me know if

you have any questions. Thanks!
Rev. Jack Shitama, Executive Director
Pecometh Camp & Retreat Ministries

(410) 556-6900 x101

PECOMETH 75th ANNIVERSARY

Join us at the Choptank Marina on Sunday, June 20,
at 9:00 a.m., as we worship at the water and celebrate
the baptism of Porter Elmore, son of Jenn & Jeremy
Elmore.

Join us in the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday, June
13 for recognition of this year's graduates!

Please join us for Pastor
Linda's retirement celebration,
Sunday, June 27, at the town
park on Backlanding Road.
Betheda is holding a single service that day, at 10:00
a.m., with the celebration taking place immediately
afterward. Be sure to bring a lawn chair. Please call the
church office with any questions.

Wearing red for Pentecost! Back row from left: Kari
and Chris Farnell, Pastor Linda, Eric Cheezum; front:
Buster and Patsy Lord, Joyce Cohee, Sandy Bailey
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Very recently, our district superintendent, Rev. Elmer Davis, was fea-
tured on the front cover and in an article in Delmarva African American
Pride Magazine, in the publication's regular "Outstanding Achiever"
segment. The cover and its accompanying article are reprinted here by
kind permission. Of particular note in the article is the news that Rev.
Davis sits on the Easton Town Council. Congratulations!

Darling buds of May: Carol Miller
poses with some of the flowers she
is preparing to plant in front of the
church. We are very thankful for
Carol's green thumb!

news & notices
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT RECOGNIZED

AS AN OUTSTANDING ACHIEVER

Bethesda Bells Ring! From left,
Kari Farnell, Susan McCandless,
and Eric Cheezum play "Joyful,
Joyful, We Adore Thee" during
service on May 16.
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It is so-o-o important to share our faith stories with
others. When I think about all the saints who have
witnessed to me and planted seeds over the years in
my faith journey, I do not know where I would be
without them.
I learned John 3:16 (above) as a child, but its true

meaning did not sink in until many years later when I
wasbetween40and50yearsold. Today it sumsupmy
faith—God lovesmemore than I canever imaginewith
a sacrificial and everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3); he
sacrificed his Son, Jesus Christ, on the cross; I have a
personal relationshipwith Jesus, believe
in him as my Lord and Savior, asked for
forgiveness of my sins, was saved by
grace, and live an abundant life with him
now, aswell as in the futurewhen I leave
this earth. I am radically loved by Jesus.
I grew up as an active participant in the

church. As a young adult I lived for
myself—not for the Lord, but for myself.
After I was married and started having
children I got back into the church. I
became and stayed very active, mainly
because I thought “it was the right thing
todo,” but I did not really knowChrist and
definitely was not living for him.
I first opened my heart to Christ in the

1990s when I was going through a dark
time dealing with some difficult trials. I
was driving the car one day andwas very
upset, and throughmy tears I cried out to the Lord and
said, “I just cannot do this onmy own anymore!” At that
moment I felt an overwhelming sense of peace come
overme from the top ofmy head down to the tips of my
toes, and I knew I was no longer alone inmy struggles.
The truth is I was never alone. Jesus’ radical love had
been there all along—I just had not invited him into my
heart and received his grace.
Things started to change in my life. I attended a

Women’sWalk to Emmaus weekend (an international
Upper Room ministry) in 1996, which enlightened me
to God’s amazing grace—the entire three-day
weekendwas centeredongrace.People I did not even
know were praying for me—Christ’s love was made
real to me that weekend, and my heart opened even

more to that radical love.
I started to haveadesire and yearning to be rightwith

God. I started talking to him and developed a personal
relationship with him. I became more in tune with him,
listening for that still, small voice in my spirit. I listened
to Christian music, read morning devotions, and
scripture started jumping off the page and became
more meaningful to me.
Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life, has

special meaning forme—I learned thatmy purpose on
this earth is to serve and glorifyGod. To quoteWarren,

“You were made by God and for
God. . .anduntil youunderstand that, life
will never make sense.” The Holy Spirit
gave me a boldness to share the Good
Newsand tellwhat theLordhasdone for
me. I kept on doing the things at church
and more, but started doing them to
glorify God and share the love, joy, and
peace I have found in knowing him. I
truly understand now what the
scriptures mean by “the peace that
passes all understanding.” I have that
peace—it is Jesus in me, my Lord and
Savior, he is my peace. There are still
struggles in life, but the joy is that I am
not alone--Christwill walk through those
struggles with mewith the Holy Spirit as
my constant companion and guide.
I am a child of God and I belong to the

kingdom of heaven. Jesus tells me that he is going to
prepare a place for me in his “Father’s home” (John
14:2). He also says, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one can come to the Father except through
me” (John 14:6)). My journey is not always easy, but
knowing Jesus and his radical love now (and In the
future) gives me both joy and hope.
The best part about John 3:16 is that it is a gift! I did

not deserve salvation and I could not earn it, but God
gave it to me anyway (Ephesians 2:8-9). Letting go of
all that baggage I had been carrying aroundwas tough
for me, but perhaps that can be another story for a
future newsletter. May God bless you and keep you!

In Christ’s love,
Cheryl Michael

MYtestimony

Radically Loved
John 3:16-17 – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn theworld,
but to save the world through him (NIV).
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Pastor Linda's
Retirement
Express Lane

God Be With You Till We Meet Again

You are nothing short of an amazing person. You have not only beenmy co-worker, mentor, friend but
also like a secondmom tome. My life will be forever changed by some of the conversations and things
I have learned. I am really going tomiss youbut I know that your only aphonecall away for abit of advice
or just to listen. I am forever grateful to be able to meet and work with such a great person. I hope you
enjoy your retirement and travel wherever the road may take you!

Nikki Oakes

Paster Linda, I want to thank you for being there at a time of need to start the path to healing. I know
you will be greatly missed but you will always be in my heart and prayers as you start your journey to
retirement. With your prayers, soft, heart-felt words, and understanding, I am able to stand strong and
know Jesus will always be there! Bless you and your family.

Stella Lee Coulbourne

Pastor Linda was the first of many friendly faces I saw when walking into Bethesda for the first time in
June of 2018. I had moved to Preston in the prior year but had only recently seen signs advertising a
new contemporary style service which piqued my interest. From the moment I met Pastor Linda, I felt
socomfortableandwelcomeandknew Ihad foundmyhomechurch.Herwarmth,genuineness,humor,
and passion for Jesus came through in every service and event I’ve had the pleasure of attending over
the past three years. She has always supported and prayed for me and my family as we‘ve endured
some challenging moments, as well as celebrated our biggest blessings. Pastor Linda, you will be
missed but the impact you’ve had at Bethesda will be everlasting. Please be proud of your legacy and
enjoy a long and adventurous retirement!

Jenn Elmore (and Jeremy and Porter, too!)

Sometimes we don't realize what God has in store for us when we say we want to serve Him. Pastor
Linda answered God's call to serve here at Bethesda and she has served Him through many chal-
lenges. She has gone over and above what a Pastor would normally do. She has been a great leader
whohas donemany things behind the scenes to keep the church in good standing. Shehas challenged
us to serveHimwith our timeandour hearts. Shewill bemissed. Barrywill bemissedalso.Hehasbeen
great. He has supported Pastor Linda and taken the time to encourage us within Bethesda. They have
loved us and we love them and pray for God's blessing on them.

Chris Farnell
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Recently, Pastor Linda announced that she would be
retiring fromBethesda theendof June. SheandBarry
were planning on spending more time together and
enjoying life with friends and family. Ever since she
arrived at Bethesda I have always enjoyed her ser-
mons.She made themspecial andunique, especially
when she told stories of her own life and spiritual ex-
periences. She would sometimes do a short mono-
logue, in character, which was always very meaning-
ful. She has been involved with everyone and every-
thing, including movie night, which the kids really en-
joyed. I know she is really going to be missed, espe-
cially by my family. I will never forget when Tom
passed away in 2019 – everything was chaotic.
Chickenswere coming in, andEric had to handle this,
and had to stay close to the farm. Tom II was on a field
trip at Martinek Park and had to go on the school bus
and did not have his car. Eric called Linda and asked
her to please pick me up and take me to the hospital
for Tom because I was so upset, and he had to deal
with the chickens. Of course she agreed, and soon
came to get me at home and took me to Easton. She
stayed with me for a long time, until everybody else
couldarrive. Iwasso thankful for all of her comfort and
for being there for Tom’s passing and for our family.
I cannot begin to say howmuch she was appreciated
andhelpedusall to get through it. During this time she
was part of our family, too. I wish her and Barry great
happiness, spending the rest of their lives together.
Theywill truly bemissed.With LoveandBestWishes,

Mary Cheezum

It all started innocently enough. We hadn't
been in Caroline county very long, or been at-
tending Bethesda very long, since we trans-
planted from the Western Shore. One day, I
simply asked Pastor Linda, could we please
sing "Blessed be Your Name"? She replied,
simply, "Sure, if you lead it in singing. I can't
carry a tune." And from there, it seems, things
seemed to take on a life of their own. God's will
has a way of doing that – using our gifts and
talents to praise him and encourage others to
do the same. Pastor Linda is gifted in encour-
aging others to participate, get involved and
just pitch in. My memories of Pastor Linda's
time with us has a list a mile long, doesn't
it? Expanding the church's worship options to
include a new Contemporary Service; a music
ministry led and fed by youth;worshiping at the
Choptank Marina and reaching unchurched
folks; providing the impetus tocreateaPreston
church Ministerium to support community
events like Walk for Water; providing drama
and other worship ideas to create interest and
variety in ways toworship our Lord andSavior.
Remember theMaundy Thursday Last supper
drama? There were other dramas, of course.
Even liturgical dance happened! We have
property changes to remember by, as well:
painting and cleaning up the office and bath-
rooms, redecorating the chapel and using it
weekly, paving the church parking lot, a new
heating system that cost a LOTand is fully paid
for. And supporting and pushing to get a grant
for technology upgrades will continue to bless
the Bethesda church family and the communi-
ty for decades into the future. We have fun
times at VBS, peach festivals, EcoFest, bible
studies, Shrove Tuesday pancake suppers...
I'm sure I am forgetting lots of ways Pastor
Lindahas touchedusall. Let's not forget visita-
tions, prayers, and communion served at
home. Thank you, Pastor, and your faithful
supporter, Barry, for the time and love you
have sharedwith all of us. May your retirement
from active ministry be blessed in ways you
cannot even foresee. Obey the nudge! God is
not done with you yet! With love and hugs to
both you and Barry,

Suzy and Bruce

I have worked with Pastor Linda very closely and I
have admired her for her constant effort at growing
the faith of each person at Bethesda. Pastor Linda’s
constant encouragement to digmore, praymore, and
learn more has not gone unheeded. It has been
refreshing to have more interactivity in the services,
whether it be dramas, recitations, call and response,
etc. I am also grateful for her energy and desire to
reachout to thecommunity, and for helpingus to think
outside the box at times. For his part, Barry has
always been bubbly and happy. It has been a joy
hearing his quips and jokes and it has been a real
pleasure getting to know him. Many thoughts and
much prayer for Linda as she retires, and may God
bless all that she and Barry have planned.

Kari Farnell
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I would like to thankPastor Linda for her five years
with us. She has done so much to continue and
improve the church and congregation. Our out-
reach to the community with parades, Bible
school, waterwalks, andEco-projects shows how
involved she has been. Her response during the
pandemic to keep everyone on their spiritual path
through Zoom meetings and Bible study was
amazing – even helping her older congregants
learn how to use Zoom was an additional project!
I thank you for again, Pastor Linda, for all thework
youhavedone, and forwhat awonderfulChristian
example you have been. Enjoy your retirement.

Carol Miller

I don’t think I will surprise anyone when I say that
PastorLinda isan incrediblewoman.Her faithand
vision have changed the face of Bethesda UMC
forever. Under Pastor Linda’s leadership, the
church now has a contemporary service with a
powerful praise band. If not for COVID, there
would be a thriving Sunday school program right
now. And I’m equally sure that the youth ministry
shebelieves in sostronglywill take root atBethes-
da, too. Pastor Linda is a loving, devoted pastor
and friend, and she will be missed dearly. I wish
her so much love and happiness in her upcoming
retirement.

Tandy Morgan

Pastor Linda has been there for some of themost
importantmoments ofmy life. She performed the
marriage ceremony for me and Brad, and it was
suchabeautiful day. Shewasamongsomeof the
first to know that Brad and I were expecting our
lovely littleOlivia.When Imentioned that Iwanted
to get Olivia baptized but that I was not comfort-
able bringing Olivia into the church yet, since she
cannot wear a mask, Pastor Linda immediately
was on the phone to others and arranged another
outdoor service so that we could have her bap-
tizedwhile theweatherwas still nice out. It turned
out to be a beautiful day and it was so wonderful
to have our family and our church family there.
Around that same time, I confided in Pastor Linda
that I had a higher risk of cancer than most, and
would be undergoing surgeries to help prevent
cancer fromdeveloping.Sheprayedwithmemul-
tiple times, and that was such a source of comfort
for me. The week of my surgery she allowed me
to come to the sanctuary so that I could pray. She
sat with me for a long time, and we talked and
prayed together. I left with a senseof comfort that
I had not felt since I scheduled the surgery. Our
church has been so lucky to have Pastor Linda,
and I know that I will miss her dearly. My family
wishes her the happiest retirement possible, be-
cause she has spread so much joy in our lives.

TK Simmons

I will miss the Peveys at Bethesda – but also
congratulate them in this new season of their
lives. Pastor Linda has been devoted to helping
usgrow in ourwalkwith Jesus. In theareaswhere
I havemainly served – adorning the altar, starting
a contemporary service and praise team,
vacation Bible school, worship team, joy team,
and starting a youth ministry – she has been very
supportive and innovative. When we first
attended a Bethesda worship service four years
ago, Barry sat near us and did not waste any time
in warmly greeting us and being friendly. That
hospitality has continued through to the present –
but of course sometimes I still have to discern fact
or fiction inBarry'switty statements!All thebest to
both of you!

Cheryl Michael
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upcoming events
June 6 9:00 a.m. Worship at the Water, Choptank

Jim & Cheryl Michael Renewal of Vows
9:00 a.m. Sunday School resumes (at the church)
10:15 a.m. Traditional Service
2:00 p.m. Art/Paint Day

June 13 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:15 a.m. Traditional Service

Honoring our Graduates

June 20 9:00 a.m. Worship at the Water, Choptank
Baptism of Porter Elmore

10:15 a.m. Traditional Service

June 27 10:00 a.m. One Service at the Preston Town Park
Pastor Linda's Retirement Celebration Picnic

July 4 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:15 a.m. Traditional Service
Reception to Greet Rev. Paul Lewis


