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 HE HAS RISEN: THE STONE WAS ROLLED AWAY 
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Christ the Lord Is Risen! 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

These words are the first verse of one of the best known Easter hymns! With its “Alleluia” responses in each line, it is 

a joy to sing! Written by Charles Wesley, the brother of John (the founder of United Methodism), it perfectly captures 

the joy of Easter Sunday. We sang it with enthusiasm in our traditional service!  

One of the things I love about this hymn is the way it includes all of creation in the song of praise to our God, as the 

second line demonstrates! Later in the song, the Easter message of Resurrection is proclaimed loud and clear. This 

hymn truly is a celebration of everything we proclaim as Christians about Resurrection, not just of Jesus, but also the 

hope we have of resurrection one day, too! 

In our Bible study groups, we have been reading a book by Adam Hamilton called The Walk. In it, Hamilton reminds 

us the worst thing is never the last thing for those of us who follow Jesus. Isn’t that a wonderful message of hope? No 

matter what we’re going through, the resurrection of Jesus reminds us that nothing is impossible for God. No matter 

what we’ve been through, the resurrection reminds us that Jesus died so that we can be forgiven. And we have the 

hope and the promise that when our life on earth ends, death does not have the final word. The worst thing is not the 

last thing! We have the hope of spending eternity with Jesus, and experiencing the resurrection ourselves one day! 

Thank you, Jesus, for all you’ve done for us, in your living and in your dying! 

After a year of Covid and its various restrictions, which included the suspension of live worship last Easter, it was es-

pecially joyous to worship together this Easter. As Charles Wesley proclaimed in his Easter hymn, we sang and 

“raised our joys!” 

Our sunrise service resumed at Choptank. There was a little chill in the air, but it did not dampen our spirits! Almost 

50 people attended the service, including our District Superintendent Rev. Elmer Davis, which included music led by 

our Praise Team and a solo by Suzy Staehlin. The Praise Team kept the music flowing at the 9:00 service. And Kari 

and Eric led us in music at the traditional service. The Sanctuary was beautiful with all the spring flowers! All in all, 

100 people attended one of our Easter Sunday services. It felt like a little piece of normal after a year of anything but! 

Please join us every Sunday for worship. Contemporary worship in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00am (also on Facebook 

Live), and traditional worship in the Sanctuary at 10:15am.  

Christ the Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Blessings, Pastor Linda  
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NEW OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY 9A-10A 

TUESDAY 9A-2:30P 

THURSDAY 9A-2:30P 

NEXT MONTH’S  ISSUE WILL BE MY LAST. I HOPE 

THAT THE NEWSLETTER HAS BRIGHTENED EVRY-

ONE EACH MONTH AND KEPT YOU INFORMED ON 

THE THINGS GOING ON AT BETHESDA. THANK YOU 

FOR LETTING ME HAVE THE PRIVELGE OF BEING 

YOUR EDITOR FOR A YEAR. GOD BLESS PASTOR 

LINDA IN YOUR JOURNEY. GOD BLESS THE CHURCH 

AS YOU RECEIVE A NEW PASTOR THIS SUMMER. 

LOVE YOU ALL!!! 

LOVE & BLESSINGS, 

CRYSTAL 

JOY! 

Bethesda's Joy Team spread a lit-

tle Easter joy by delivering bags to 

some special Bethesda friends--

bags with a poem, cookies, book-

mark, butterfly magnet, filled 

plastic eggs, and jellybeans. On 

Easter Sunday morning filled eggs 

were given out at all three ser-

vices. 
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Let’s not forget the blessing box. Let’s 

continue to keep that filled. If you 

have questions about what foods are 

needed, call the church office. 


