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TRUST in him at all times, you people;  

pour out your hearts to him,  

for GOD is our REFUGE.  

Psalms 62:8 
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WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 
The Worst Year Ever?  

 

2020 is finally over and behind us. It has been a year like 

no other. Time Magazine recently proclaimed on its cov-

er that 2020 was “The Worst Year Ever.” It has been an 

unforgettable year, and an unforgettable year at Bethes-

da. But no matter how bad 2020 was, there have been 

bright spots. I asked you a couple weeks ago to name 

Bethesda’s bright spots. Your responses fell mainly into 

six categories. 

 

1. We have survived! We are still here! Thanks be to 

God, and to all of you, for your faithful service, your 

faithful giving, your faithful prayers, during a very chal-

lenging year!  

 

2. Creative ways to worship: On-line, Zoom, Drive-In 

Church, Facebook Live! We never missed a beat! We 

got shut down one week, and we were up and running 

that Sunday. Thanks to all who made it happen: Bruce 

Boney, Keith Cayer and the Praise Team, Kari Farnell. 

 

3. Worship at the Water: This was especially wel-

come this year, as some people who weren’t comfortable 

coming back in the building, were comfortable coming 

to our outdoor services at Choptank. We expanded the 

“once a month” service to “all month” in September and 

the first week of October.  

 

4. Joy Team: Everyone could use a little more joy in 

2020! Our newly formed “joy team” mad and delivered 

“joy bags” to people in the congregation and in the sen-

ior housing complex across the street. The joy team con-

tinued spreading joy with homemade dessert breads in 

November, and homemade cookies at Christmas! Thank 

you to Cheryl Michael for taking the lead, and to all 

those who have been part of the effort.  

 

5. Food outreach: The Blessing Box saw even more 

usage in 2020. Thanks for your donations, and thanks to 

Donna Lane and Nikki Oakes for keeping the box 

stocked. We also served as a distribution point for school 

meals after the schools closed in March. Kari Farnell and 

Susan McCandless took the lead and kept it organized. 

On one very hot afternoon in the middle of summer, we 

gave away about 80 boxes of fresh produce to anyone 

who stopped by. People were very appreciative. Those 

boxes were donated to the church for the giveaway.  

 

6. Bible study: Last but not least, Bible study contin-

ued on Zoom. We had some folks who said, “I’m really 

not a Zoom person,” but after they tried it, they liked it! 

 

Other highlights: Shrove Tuesday, Youth Rally, 

Worship Nights at Bethesda, Christmas Eve service, the 

five women in Jesus’ genealogy presented in dramas, 

PPP, new parking lot, gift cards for families at Preston 

Elementary School, fewer meetings! 

 

The worst year ever? Well, maybe not. Our year has 

been highlighted by worship, by Outreach, by Bible 

study. Not in the ways we anticipated in the beginning of 

the year, but in new ways. And you all have risen to the 

occasion. No one ever said to me this whole year, “oh, 

we can’t do that.” No one ever said, “we’ve never done 

that before,” even though we hadn’t. Your spirit, your 

willingness to step out of your comfort zones, to work 

together (even though often separately) has been remark-

able, and praise worthy! Other than Jesus, the most im-

portant part of our ministry is YOU. All of you who give 

of your time, talent and treasure to carry out the ministry 

of this church. Thank you for all you do for God and all 

you do for our ministry. I am so proud of all that we 

have accomplished in this crazy year. I am so proud of 

how we have found new ways to be the church. I am so 

proud that at no time did we ever throw up our hands 

and give up, even when it was hard. I am so proud of 

this little church called Bethesda.  

 

What’s Next?  
 

Where do we go from here? Those are the questions of 

the new year, right? I love a new year. It’s exciting to 

turn over the calendar and look at the empty pages and 

imagine what they will soon be filled with: the possibili-

ties that stand before us, the promise of what this new 

year will bring. Here are a few of my thoughts as I re-

flect on 2020 and look ahead to 2021. 
 

1. Embrace the New: “Forget the former things; do 

not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new 

thing.” (Isaiah 43:18-19). As the prophet Isaiah indi-

cates, and as we’ve experienced first-hand in 2020, God 
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is always doing a new thing. Isaiah reminds us to look 

ahead. The best is ahead of us, not behind us. This is 

one of the most exciting promises of God. You have 

proven your resilience. You have pulled together. You 

have embraced the new and different. And 2021 will 

continue in that same vein. May we continue to em-

brace the new, and press on! 

 

2. On-line church is here to stay: A year  ago, we 

thought we couldn’t do that. Now we know we can! 

Church consultant Carey Niewhof says, “everyone you 

want to reach is online. You need to be there, too.” Ex-

cellent point. The question for us is how do we improve 

our on-line presence, and how do we intentionally con-

nect with those who are joining us on-line?  

 

3. Young adult, youth and children’s ministry: 

Young people are the future of this church. Ministry for 

young people needs to be at the top of the list when 

conditions allow. We were on a roll when we got shut 

down. We need to get back on track as soon as condi-

tions allow. 

 

4. Accessibility: The need for  an elevator  is looming 

large. As we continue to envision ourselves as a center 

for our community, we will have to address the accessi-

bility of our split- level building. This is not just about 

the elderly. There are young people, including children 

and teenagers, who use wheelchairs or have other mo-

bility challenges. Making our building accessible to all 

is part of being an inclusive congregation.  

 

5. Community Outreach: It is our  calling to go out 

into the community with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

There are people who need to hear this good news. 

We’ve been talking for over six months about a minis-

try called “Pray and Go.” This involves walking by 

houses in the community, saying a prayer for the family 

in the house from the street, and then leaving a door 

hanger. Inviting people to come to church can be part of 

it, but offering prayer is the real point of this outreach. 

There’s no contact. You pray from the street, and hang 

the hanger on the door. Maybe this is a good Lenten 

project for us.      

 

That’s what I see bubbling up to the surface in the 

months ahead. What are you seeing? How can you con-

tribute to our ministry in this new year? We will be lim-

ited by Covid for a while longer, but we can be getting 

ready.  

Pastor Linda to Retire on June 30 
 

It has been a great privilege and joy to serve as pastor at Bethesda for the past four and a half years. However, it is 

time for me to do the next thing. That means retirement from pastoral ministry to spend more time with my husband, 

write, travel, and see more of our family who live in distant states. These are things that I cannot do now to the extent 

that I would like. Pastoral ministry is a full-time commitment, and I have loved every minute of it. I believe God still 

has plenty of ministry for me to do. God still has a call on my life. But it will take a different form in the future. 

 

It is time. As the wise old sage of Ecclesiastes says, there is a season for everything. As I’ve said to you many times 

before, pastors come and go. You are the church. I am here only for a season. It has been an amazing season, for me, 

and I hope for you, too. There will be opportunity over the next six months for us to celebrate our time together. In 

the meantime, our SPRC (which is like the HR committee) will be meeting with our District Superintendent to start 

the process of discerning who your next pastor will be. In the meantime, we look ahead and get ready for what’s next.  

 

This is a great opportunity, for me to do the next thing. It is also a really exciting opportunity for the church. We trust 

that the good work God started in us, God will bring to completion. And so, even in the midst of change, we know 

we can depend on the promises of scripture. As Philippians 3 tells us, “Forgetting what is behind, and straining to-

ward what is ahead, we press on.” Amen. 

WORDS FROM PASTOR LINDA 
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We were thrilled to be able to worship together on Christmas Eve. It is such a special night of celebra-

tion. It was a little different this year. The packed Sanctuary we are used to on Christmas Eve was re-

placed by seating in every third pew, and of course, we all wore masks, and had our temperatures 

checked on the way in. Nonetheless, it was a joyful night, complete with a musical greeting from our 

hand bell ringers, traditional carols, and some contemporary versions as well. Christmas Eve wouldn’t 

be complete without the candle lighting. It was a beautiful sight when everyone held up their lit can-

dle as we sang Silent Night. 
 

In addition to those who attended live, several others participated on Facebook Live, from as far away 

as Florida! 

 

It was a Christmas Eve to remember!  

Pastor Linda 
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Suzy Staehlin and  

Pastor Linda spreading  

Christmas cheer! 
 

Monday 3-4 

Wednesday 12-4 

And Thursday 9-4. 

Thank You!  

Pastor Pevey and the congregants of Bethesda: Jason and I would like to thank you for remembering us with the 

Christmas card you sent us. We just got it yesterday as it went to our old address, but it could not have come at a 

better time. These are very difficult times we all are living through, with so much chaos, the pandemic, so much 

loss and so much sadness and pain, even the loss of hope. The card you sent us brought a light in the darkness, a 

tear and a hopeful smile that helped. Though we have not been to church due to the pandemic, we have missed it 

and all of you. Jason is now 15 and my little baby is bigger than myself. He will likely be able to eat soup off of 

my head soon. They seem to grow so fast. One day, you’re bouncing them on your lap. Then only a short time 

later if that happened, it would require a cast and traction. I guess time is different as we age. When you are a 

child, it seems like Christmas takes an eternity to get here. When you are older, it seems to come faster eve-

ry year. I’m not a very good writer or e-mailer, but I hope that maybe I made a couple of you smile. Jason and I 

are praying for everyone. I have never seen a time like this. Despite tragedy, divisiveness and chaos, you real-

ize that no matter where you are or who you are, we all need the same things to live and to hope. May we all 

find mercy and refuge in His grace. Thank you and Merry Christmas. Bill and Jason Ehrmantraut 
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Worship on Sundays 
 

Join us on Sundays for worship. Choose from three options: 

9:00 Contemporary worship in the Fellowship Hall 

9:05 Contemporary worship on Facebook Live 

10:15 Traditional worship in the Sanctuary 

 

Protocol for Sunday Worship Services 

 
In accordance with directives from Governor Hogan, the CDC, and the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, we 

request your compliance with the following: 

 

 Enter the church through the parking lot door or the front glass doors. 
 

 A mask covering your nose and mouth is required at all times while you are in the building. 
 

 Your temperature will be checked. 
 

 Please use the provided hand sanitizer. 
 

 Please maintain social distance of 6 feet from those who are not members of your household. 
 

 PLEASE STAY HOME IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY TO YOU: 

 You are not feeling well 
 

 You have a temperature above 99.9. 
 

 You have had contact with someone who has Covid19. 
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Giving Cheerfully Truly is an 

Act of Worship. 
 

 When we give generously, we acknowledge who 

God is. 

 When we give generously, we are proclaiming that 

we trust God to provide for our needs. 

 When we give generously, we help to bring the 

good news of gospel hope to those who need it. 

 When we give generously, we ensure our church 

stays strong and healthy now and into the future. 
 

During this time of disruption of our routine, the 

ministry and mission of the church continue. Your 

financial support ensures that we are able to carry on 

the ministry God has for us. 
 

There are five ways you can give: 

1. Bring your offering with you on Sunday. 

2. Mail a check to the church office. 

3. Go to our website and click on the red 

“Give On-line” button. 

4. Download the “Easy Tithe” app. You can 

make a one-time donation, or you can set 

up recurring giving. We encourage you to 

consider setting up recurring giving, and 

then you don’t have to think about it. It is 

very easy to set up, and will take you less 

than 5 minutes. Call the church office if 

you need assistance with it. 

5. NEW! Text to Give. Text the word GIVE 

to 410-498-6010. The first time you use it, 

you will be prompted to link to the account 

you want to give from. After that, it’s one-

click giving. Recurring giving can also be 

set up with Text to Give. Call the office if 

you would like help or have any questions. 
 

Thank you for supporting the 

ministry and mission of Bethesda! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dollars and Sense 

 
Happy New Year! Despite the uncertainties of the 

last year, the congregation remained steadfast in its 

giving, and the Finance Committee thanks everyone 

for that generosity. With your continuing support, we 

have been able to maintain the church’s mission and 

ministry to the fullest extent, despite the challenges 

of 2020. 

Moreover, Sunday Giving — that is, giving during 

both services and online — experienced modest 

growth last year, increasing from a weekly average 

income of about $1,373 to $1,583, for a yearly total 

of about $84,000. Online giving, a rapidly growing 

component of our income, accounted for a little over 

fifteen percent of that total amount. 

While these numbers are healthy, it is important to 

remember that the church’s total budget last year 

was $129,000. Sunday Giving therefore only cov-

ered about sixty-one percent of that amount, with a 

remaining deficit of about $46,000. Other forms of 

income, such as proceeds from renting the parson-

age, special donations, and fundraisers, largely offset 

that deficit, but not perfectly. In particular, the lack 

of fundraising operations (such as the Peach Festi-

val) due to the COVID shutdown after March se-

verely hampered our efforts to raise extra income. 

As we head into 2021, financial conditions look to 

be quite similar to last year, at least until COVID 

goes away. We have a similarly sized budget to ful-

fill, and the same strictures on fundraising. As the 

incoming Finance co-chair and Endowment Commit-

tee Chair, I want the congregation to have a clear 

sense of what finances Bethesda requires in order to 

meet its needs — but also what resources will help it 

extend its ministry beyond the basics. Extra gifts, of 

any amount, throughout the year, will go a long way 

toward helping us meet our goals, especially in these 

straitened times. Over the next months, I will be 

highlighting some of the different ways you can do-

nate in order to help assure Bethesda’s present and 

future ministries. Happy New Year!  

Eric Cheezum 
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NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY 3-4 PM 

WEDNESDAY 12-4 PM 

THURSDAY  9-4 PM 

 

 


