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I had heard of you
by the hearing of
the ear

but now my eye
sees you

therefore I despise myself
and repent in dust and ashes



2

We are excited
to announce a new
worship service coming to Bethesda
during the season of Lent. Worship
Night at Bethesda (WNAB) debuts
Saturday, March 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Although we are designing the service
to connect with youth and young
people, we envision a multi-
generational service at which all ages
are welcome!Music will be provided by
TheMist ofGod (TMOG), anoffshootof
our 9:00Praise Team.Wewill feature a
different guest speaker each night.
Come and be part of this exciting new
ministry at Bethesda!

NEWS

At left: KellyBrown,KeithCayer and
Zoey Hacker, members of the new
Christian music band The Mist of
God. If they look familiar, that’s
because they are also part of our
9:00 Praise Team.

Lenten
Worship Night
at Bethesda
Starts
March 7

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
February 26. Please plan to join us at
7:00 p.m. for a special time of worship,
including the traditional imposition of
ashes. Tell your friends.
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Norman E. Noel
Editor's Note: According to his family, Norman passed away before Christmas. To date, we have no
information about services, nor even an authoritative obituary. In lieu of the latter, I have assembled
what I know of Norman's life from research – I believe it is mostly accurate. I enjoyed getting to know
Norman in the years after I moved back to Preston. He was a man of intellect, with an acerbic wit that
hid a gentleness inside. Hewas always very sharply dressed – a trait that served himwell when he was
involved in local politics. I remember encountering him outside Preston School during elections, and
being rather intimidated by this stern, erudite man in a dark overcoat! I miss seeing him perched front
and center in the Sanctuary in one of his stylish suit-and-tie ensembles on Sunday mornings.

Virginia P. Quinton
On Wednesday, January 8, 2020, Virginia passed away at
Genesis-ThePines. Born inLincolnton,NConAugust 24, 1931, she
was the daughter of Robert Richard Parrott and Mary Edith Smith.
Virginia is survived by her sons, John (Dawn) and James (Dena) both
ofPreston;5grandchildren,Megan,JamesJr.,Mindy,Caitlin,andMikayla;
andfivegreatgrandchildren.Shewaspreceded indeathbyherhusband,John
C. Quinton Jr., and a daughter, Marsha Diane Mende.
Virginia graduated from O'Keefe High School, Class of 1949. Following
graduation, she worked as a secretary for ThurstonMotors and later relocated to

Maryland where she worked for Preston Trucking Company until her retirement.
Virginiadevotedher life toher family,her career, andcommunity serviceworkatMemorialHospital and
the Bethesda UnitedMethodist Church of Preston, and she loved spending time at her beach house, in her
garden, and with her grandchildren.
A private service will be held at a later time.

NEWS

NormanEarlNoelwasbornAugust 22, 1945, the sonofS.Earl andMargaretNoel.Hemarried the former
Judy Cook in June 1977, inWoodstown, New Jersey. By the mid-1980s the couple were residing in Talbot

County, and in 1985 they bought Professional Temporaries, an employment agency
established in 1979. Under the Noels' leadership the firm, which had until then staffed
only clericalworkers, expanded its services to includemanagementand light industry.
Norman was very involved in the community in Talbot and Caroline Counties. He
was a member of the Easton Rotary and helped raise funds for Memorial Hospital.
Hewas a longtimemember of the Easton Jaycees, serving as president in 1980-1981,
and winning an award for outstanding recruiter. In 1984 he received the Jaycees'
Maryland Militia, the "highest award for involvement and service to the
organization."

After the Noels moved to Preston in the 1990s, Norman became
involved in local politics. He served as town commissioner from 1994
to 1998; among other accomplishments during his tenure, he
helped secure state grant funding for the construction of the
JamesWrightPark.Ofhiswork in the town,Normansaid in1997,
"We are trying to be the best at what we have.We are trying to

makepeople proud to be inPreston." In late 1995, hewas
appointed by the Caroline County Commission to

help draft a new county charter, but was
defeated in an election for that same
position inMarch 1996. In 1998, he
served as the co-chair of Talbot
County field operations for Ellen
Sauerbrey's gubernatorial campaign.
When Judy died in 2014, Norman was

devastated, andhishealthdeclined steeply.
In2017, he retired and soldProTemps, as the
businesswas later known, to a competitor.He
died December 3, 2019.I N
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“I am sure that neither death nor life
nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor power,
norheight, nordepth, nor anything else
inall creation,will beable toseparateus
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)
ThanksBethesda—toallwhodonated
to this year’s youth rally trip. You
helped make a difference in a young
person’s heart in 2020.
The convention center in Ocean City,
MD was packed Jan. 10-12 with
approximately 3,000 youth and adult
chaperones attending the 2020 youth
rally, sponsored by Pen-Del
Conference’s Young People’s
Ministries. Bethesda UMC was
represented by five youth—Ryleigh
Toomey, Paige Billings, Breezy Wurtz,
KellyBrown,andErinMock—andthree
adults—Jenn Elmore, Cheryl and Jim
Michael.
Worship was led by the group
Zealand, and speakers Melvin Adams
(former Harlem Globetrotter), cancer
survivor Erin Weidemann, poet Egypt
Speaks, and musician Phil Joel shared
their stories. In Citizen Way’s concert
on Saturday evening the lead singer
liked tomixwith thegroupofyouthwho
got close to the front, but surprised
everyone when he took a running leap
from the stage and dove into the
audience into strong waiting arms! The

body dive was captured on video and
shown on Sunday morning with other
scenes from the weekend.
Comments from Bethesda’s group
about what they liked included:
“Meeting new people”
“Hearing people tell their stories”
“The musicians”
“[Melvin’s] speech made me cry”
“Egypt andMelvin really touchedme
with their stories”

“[Erin Weidemann] spoke from the
heart . . . and I could identify with
her”

“Messages about building personal
relationships with God”

“How Erin Weidemann’s life
changed once she realized she was
no longer in control”

“Christian music.”
The youth rally is an amazing
experience, attracts youth from MD,
DE, and Eastern PA, and is open to
other denominations, not just United
Methodists. Many volunteers serve
behind the scenes—clergy in the prayer
room, nurses at the nurses’ station,

others at registration, the information
desk, exhibit hall, and backstage.
The rally endedSundaymorningwith
worship, a talk, and holy communion.
Bethesda’s group stayed at the Princess
Royale hotel, which is one of several
that offered special youth rally rates.
A preview of 2021’s youth rally theme
revealed “Find Your Piece”—yes, it was
spelled p-i-e-c-e—to be held Jan. 8-10.

Cheryl Michael

2020
Youth
Rally

inseparable

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper

Bethesda's Annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper will take place on
February 25, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Entry is by donation.
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“All In” for Youth Ministry at Bethesda
For the past two years, youthministry has been at the top
of our list of church goals. Administrative Council has met
twice already this year to discuss this important ministry
(“youth” is generally defined as 6th to 12th graders). We are
currentlyplanninganewworship service (see relatedarticle
in this issue), and discussing Sunday School and Youth
Group options.
Reaching young people with the good news of Jesus is
imperative toourmission.Statistics showthat if youthdon’t
make adecision forChristwhile they are inmiddle school or
high school, the chance they ever will is dismally low. There
is a huge opportunity right at our doorstep for us to make a
positive impact in our community. Although the details are
not yet clear about how all this will unfold, we know it will
require that our “whole church” is “All In.” Even if youth
ministry isn’t your “thing,” youcancontribute to the success
of this ministry. Please join us in praying for our emerging
youth ministry, for leaders and helpers to step up, for
discernment as to the best ways to connect with youth, and
for receptive hearts of those we reach out to.
Itmay seem like a daunting task.We know the things that
used towork don’t work anymore.Wewill have to think and
act outside the box. We will have to do new things. We will
have todo things thatperhapsaren’t our favorite things.But
it will beworth it if only one young person’s life and eternity
is transformed, one young person who is someone’s
daughter or son, someone’s grandchild, someone’s sibling,
someone’s friend. We know all things are possible with our
God. Itmay seem like adaunting task, but it is the task of the
church to reach people of all ages with the good news of the
gospel. Surely the youth in our community deserve our best
effort.More informationabouthowyou canbe involvedwill
be coming this month. Feel free to contact me with your
ideas, suggestions and questions.

Pastor Linda

Our lives are
moving faster and
faster.Whenwas the last
time you were able to just
stop and focus on what really
matters? This conference is for
women of all ages, stages,
denominations, and backgrounds
who want to live out their faith and
purpose. Brilliant speakers, inspiring
praise music, delicious food, fun
vendors, and tons of God-loving girl
time! Our own Pastor Linda is one of
the speakers. Get your tickets today!

https://www.faithfilledwomen.com/
annual-conference

NEWS
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Once upon a time, there was a little church
with a big problem. What to do about the new

people coming into our church who aren’t like us!
They argued, fussed, and fought about it for a while.
The distraction was definitely impacting theirministry,
and had the potential to split their new church. Then one
of the leaders, said, “I have an idea. Let’s gather all the
stakeholders together and sit down and talk this thing
through.” And so they did. People on each side of the issue,
those who wanted the newcomers to conform to their rules
and traditions, and those who didn’t, agreed to get together,
sit down face to face, and
present their arguments to
the judge, a leader well
respected by both sides. No
doubt both sides were
hoping the judgewould see it
their way, and agree with
them about how things
should be done in their
church.The judge listenedas
both sides presented their
case. And then he rendered
his decision.
This is a real story about a
real church. The story is told
in Acts 15, as all parties
converged on Jerusalem to
make their case. The issue
that threatened to split this
new church had to do with
whether or not Gentiles
coming into the church had
to comply with Jewish
traditions inorder tobecome
Christians. The first
Christians were all Jewish,
just like Jesus. The Gentiles
were anything but. They
came from all sorts of
backgrounds.TheyworshippedidolsandtheEmperor!They
ate whatever they wanted. They were not circumcised. They
probably had never even been in a church before! They
probably didn’t know how to act, or dress, or talk like a
Jewish Christian. They aren’t like us!
The Jewish Christians, represented by the Pharisees,
essentially argued that the newcomers had to become
“Jewish” before they could become Christian. The apostles
Peter and Paul (both Jewish Christians) were the star
witnesses for the other side. Paul had been planting new
Christian churches all over the place, and the newcomers
were largely Gentiles. The judge was James, the brother of

Jesus, a devout Jewish Christian, one who would have been
expected to uphold the Jewish traditions. His decision,
however, was to not require the new Christians to be forced
to comply with Jewish traditions and laws, EXCEPT for a
couple things especially important to the Jewish Christians.
All sides were pleased with this compromise. And the
church, released from the constraints of Jewish tradition,
freedfromthedistractionsof theconflict, flourished,andthe
gospel spread rapidly!
It is easy for us, non-Jewish American Christians 2000
years after the fact, to underestimate the magnitude of the

compromise made at the
JerusalemCouncil.Whether
or not converts to
Christianity would be
required to uphold Jewish
traditions was every bit as
polarizing and divisive for
them as human sexuality is
for thechurchtoday.Manyof
us were shocked and
surprised to learn that a
group of people within the
world-wide United
Methodist Church had put
forth a plan to split the
church over the church’s
continuing debate over
human sexuality. It seems
the issue that was “resolved”
at the special General
Conference in 2019 has not
been resolved at all. At that
time, thedelegatesvotedbya
narrowmargin (53% to 47%)
to reaffirm the prohibitions
against the performance of
same-sex marriages by our
clergy and in our buildings,
andtheordinationofLGBTQ

clergy. In addition, language was added to step up
enforcements and punishments for violations.
Althoughmanypeople are upset andworriedby this news,
please be reminded that nothing has changed yet. General
Conference will take up this latest proposal, along with
several others, when they conveneMay 5-15, 2020. You can
see all the proposals here: https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/
umc-media/2020/01/09/19/07/General-Conference-
UMC-Plans-Chart-V6
How this will end we do not know. Perhaps it is too late to
pray for compromise. In my study of Acts 15, though, I am
encouraged that anything is possible when godly people

In the Meantime…
PASTO

R'S PA
GE
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Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers' Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Children age
3 to fifthgradeare invited toattend.
Mrs.SusanMcCandless, alongwith
a team of dedicated helpers, leads
theclub.Kids learnaboutJesusand
God’s love for us. Parents, bring
your kids for Leap Froggers and
joinus in theChapel for anuplifting
time of contemporary worship.
Seniors' Lunch-N-Linger

The last Sunday of each month
single seniors age 50 and over get
together for some fellowship. A
light lunch will be enjoyed in the
church kitchen right after the 10:15
a.m. worship service.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday School
Traditional Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

Our REGULAR
MINISTRIES

come together prayerfully to seek the will of God. I am
reminded, too, that in the 200+ year existence of
Methodism, there have been numerous splinters, splits,
and reunifications, some of which have resulted in new and
thriving denominations. Whatever happens, we can rest
assured that God can bring good from it.
What do we do in the meantime? While we await the
actionofGeneralConference, letusbandtogether inprayer.
Pray for the UnitedMethodist Church and for God’s will to
bedone.Whilewewait, letuscontinue tobe thechurch.God
haswork for us to do. There are people in Prestonwhoneed
to know the love and grace of JesusChrist. There are people
in our lives carrying heavy burdens who need to know they
can be forgiven. There are people walking around without
hope because they feel like theworld has forgotten them. In
short, there are people all around us who need Jesus. It is
easy to be distracted. Let us resist the urge to throw up our
hands in frustration. God is still God. Jesus still saves lives
and forgives sinners. Let us continue to proclaim and
demonstrate the great good newswehave received through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you would like to discuss the issues before General
Conference, feel free to contact me. I am at your service.
If youwould like to knowmore about the exciting story of
the early church, take another look at the book of Acts. The
first Christians overcame seemingly insurmountable
adversity, and so can we, as long as we keep our focus on
Christ.

Blessings,
Pastor Linda

Thanks to
our neighbors, we
have a few extra
parking options available
in the event that Bethesda's

lot is full.Wehave been givenpermission to park on
the front portion (from the road to the garage) of the
lot immediately adjacent to our own, belonging to Bay
and Beach Tree Service. If you choose to park there,
please park head-in along the rope that marks the
property line.Wealsohavepermissiontopark in thepaved
lots just up the street, at ASG. Thanks to our neighbors for
their help in easing the parking congestion on Sunday
morning!Weekday parking isNOTpermitted at either site.

PASTOR'S PAGE

Upcoming Events
February 25

February 26

March 6
March 7

March 14

March 15
March 21

March 28

Pancake Supper
5:00 -7:00 p.m.

AshWednesday Service
7:00 p.m.

Frozen 2 Movie Night, 6:00 p.m.
Worship Night w/Mist of God

6:00 p.m.
Worship Night w/Mist of God

6:00 p.m.
Admin. Board Mtg., 11:30 a.m.
Worship Night w/Mist of God

6:00 p.m.
Women's Conf., Salisbury Civic Ctr.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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On My
Honor…

We celebratedScout
Sunday on February 9

in both services, and
Nolan Andrew received his
God andMeBadge.As part of
our celebration, we gathered
pictures of scouts from the
congregation. Can you guess the
nameofeachscoutwhoappeared
on the bulletin cover below?

FEATU
RES

Above: Pastor Linda pins on Nolan's badge
while dad Matt Andrew helps. Right: Greg

Turner, the oldest scout in attendance at the
10:15 service, poses with the youngest scout!
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A few weeks ago, hundreds of North
Alabama Methodists who consider
themselves traditional, orthodox, and
conservative met at Clearbranch UMC
to talk about splitting from The United
Methodist Church.
I have had good interactions with the
pastors who organized the meeting.
Theyaremycolleagues.Theyarepartof
theWesleyan Covenant Association, an
organization of 1,500 churches
nationwide and about 60 clergy here in
North Alabama planning to launch a
new denomination a few months from
now, once the General Conference in
May allows for their gracious exit.
I respect their convictions.But Iwon’t
be joining them. Here’s why.

1. I made a promise.

Mydad is a retired pastor, and he and
I agree neither of us will leave The
United Methodist Church (until
recently, it was beyondmy imagination
that any of us would consider it). It
would dishonor our family history, but
there's somethingevenmore important
at stake. I feel it would disregard the
vows Imade at ordination. I promised I
would be faithful to The United
Methodist Church and uphold its
discipline. I have done so, even if others
haven't, and I am only responsible for
my own vows.
I follow the Book of Discipline of The
United Methodist Church even when I
get heat for it, gently insisting that all
people may participate fully in the
ministries, sacraments and programs
of the church (yes, that’s in there). I
would not perform a same-sex
marriage, but I’m passionate about
inclusiveness in the church. Forme, it’s
the way of Jesus, but it’s also about the
vows I took.
Speaking of vows, I feel leaving The
United Methodist Church would be
hypocritical when, for over 30 years, I
have welcomed members into God’s
church by asking them to take a vow to

be loyal to The United Methodist
Church and support it.

2. This has evolved past social
issues to schism.

I am a centrist and have varied
opinions on issues. The United
Methodist Church is not perfect, but
diversity of thought is one reason I love
it. JohnWesley taught Christianity was
essentially about love for God and
neighbor, growing through the means
of grace, and staying connected even
when we “agree to disagree” (yes, he
coined that phrase).
We have made it through divisive
issues such as slavery, voting rights,
temperance, civil rights and ordaining
women. It is the most evenly
widespread denomination in the
United States, so there will always be
cultural issues. But this is a moment
where I must decide whether to stay at
the table and work it out or not, and to
me, that’s the very definition of church.
There is no plan on the table that
involves telling pastors they have to
perform weddings they’re not
comfortablewith, telling local churches
they have to do something
inappropriate for their context, or
telling conferences that they can’t set
standards for ministry. I respect that
othersmay leave TheUnitedMethodist
Church because of their convictions,
but I am staying precisely because of
mine.
Wesley said that separating “from a
body of living Christianswithwhomwe
were before united is a grievous breach
of the law of love” and hence it “is only
when our love grows cold that we can
consider separation.”

3. There is too much to be lost.

The United Methodist Church is not
perfect, but it's my home.
In a romanticized view of starting a
new Methodist denomination, one can

forget there are so many
positive things to be lost by
leaving. Together we have
created the United Methodist
Committee on Relief, the Upper
Room, the Walk to Emmaus, the
Academy for Spiritual Formation,
Africa University, and all sorts of
regional treasures like Sumatanga and
the Children’s Home. In America, we
have started more colleges and
universities than any other faith group,
and we charter more Scouts than any
other denomination. No church is
perfect, but there is much to be lost by
leaving.
I respect those who can't live with
differing practices across the country,
but our DNA is connectional, not
congregational. Small churches will be
the biggest losers if they suddenly have
responsibility to recruit their pastor
(this is in the proposedDiscipline of the
new denomination). Promises are
beingmade, of course, but I believe that
the DNA of a new denomination that
forms over cultural disagreements will
endupsplittingagainover thenextone.
I honor their decision, and perhaps
wewill all beable tomove forwardmore
freely with bringing people to Christ.
But I can't be a part of leaving.

4. I believe in the authority of the
Bible.

The debate is incorrectly framed as
being about biblical authority, when it
is really about culture wars. I hold the
Bible in high authority under the
lordshipofChrist. Itwas inspiredby the
Holy Spirit, written by human hands
and codified by holy councils. God was
in all of it.
Wesley didn’t teach fundamentalist
ideas suchas inerrancyand infallibility.
Instead, he taught the importance of
interpreting it faithfully through
tradition, reason and experience. He

FEATURES
Why I’m not leaving The United Methodist Church
By the Rev. Steve West
Reprinted from umnews.org

Continued next page
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said
in our Articles

of Religion that the
Bible contains

everything necessary for
salvation, but he didn’t say it
spells out everything.
Howdo I interpret theBible over

complex issues like acceptance of
LGBTQ Christians? The reason we
call it the Word of God is because it
revealsChrist,whomtheBiblecalls the
Word. So I read the Bible through the
lens of Christ, who fulfills the law and
confounds the Pharisees.
I don’t worship the Bible. I worship
Jesus, so to make sense of the Bible, I
read it through the person of Christ. He
loved every broken person he
encountered. The only people he
criticized were the Pharisees who had
lost sight of love because of religious
rules basedon their tight interpretation
of Scripture. The Bible says God is love,
and everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God, so I believe it.

5. I am traditional and orthodox.

Theschismisbeingplannedovera set
of social issues that are neither
discussed in the Gospels nor addressed

in the ancient creeds. So it is odd for
people of only one viewpoint to
exclusively claim the terms
“traditional” and “orthodox.”
There are indeed moral issues
addressed inScripturewemust grapple
with. But our Wesleyan tradition is,
once again, to interpret Scripture
through tradition, reason and
experience. I believe in the virgin birth,
the resurrection, the humanity and
divinity of Christ, the Trinity and the
things addressed in orthodoxy. I also
follow the tradition of Wesley, who
loved to use the saying, “In essentials
unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all
things charity.”
Jesus didn’t even mention the issues
that divide us, but there’s something
else that he most definitely did talk
about: our unity, for that’s what Jesus
prayed for in John 17.
I have friends that say they are not
leaving the church; the church has left
them. I get that, but I honestly find it to
be an echo of southern secessionism.
The United Methodist Church agrees
on what’s essential, and I’m going to
stay at the table and work out what’s
secondary.

6. I follow Jesus.

I keep coming back to the way Jesus
treated the woman at the well. He
offered her living water, then, after
indicating he knew of her past, he took
her seriously in discussing the religious
issues on her mind.
I have noticed what he did NOT say.
He gently pointed out that she was
committing adultery (that one’s in the
Ten Commandments), but he didn’t
say, “Oh, now I take back what I said
about living water.” Christ’s offer was
still good, and then they had a
fascinating discussion about faith. So I
choose toacceptpeople forwhotheyare
and invite them to God’s table for
relationship with Christ. God handles
the rest.

7. I believe in grace.

Do our churches rebuke people who

are divorced and remarried, not
allowing them to serve inministry? I’m
not saying we should hold remarried
people in judgment, not at all. I’m
saying that if we offer grace in one
situation addressed in Scripture and
not in another, it's clearly not about
biblical authority but about culture
wars.

I can't be a part of a new movement
that insists LGBTQ people can't be
Christians. I know too many that are.

8. I believe in the church.

We are the body of Christ, and I don't
have all answers about the future, but
leaving the table is out of the question.
Our divided culture needs a witness to
love that transcends our differences,
not giving in to the prevalent “us vs.
them” and “either/or” mentality.
The biggest criticism Jesus got was
that he “ate with sinners.” Who am I to
decide that I can’t be in communion
with someone I don’t agree with? The
only people Jesus didn’t tolerate were
the religious eliteswhowere intolerant.
I’m not going to be one of them.
That’s why I’ll stay UMC. I agree with
Pinson United Methodist Church
Pastor Joe DeWitte who said, “The
UMC continues to discover that our
church is big enough (because our God
is big enough) to include people who
disagree on matters that are not
creedal.”

Here I stand, I can do no other.

West is pastor of First United
Methodist Church of Arab, Ala., and a
member of the North Alabama
Conference. This commentary
originally appeared on his blog,
stevewestsmusings.blogspot.com.

We are still in need of volunteers to
help with Sunday School, and for
Liturgist, Usher, and Acolyte during
the 10:15 a.m. service. The choir and
bell choir are also looking for new
members. Interested? See Kari
Farnell.

FEATU
RES

Rev. Steve West
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WEEKLY INCOME: JANUARY 2020
Date

1/5
1/12
1/19
1/26

Attendance
9:00 10:15
19 n/a
11 32
20 27
13 26

Plate
Total*
$1,539.00
$477.00
$368.00
$64.00

Envelope
Total*
$855.00
$635.00
$980.00
$875.00

Total

$2,434.00
$1,152.00
$1,388.00
$1,024.00

•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $2,481 per
week = $9,924.00
•Actual Income: $6,253.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,499.50

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 16
10:15: 28

•Average Per Capita Income: $40.53
*indicates total from both services

Edward Moore
Betsy Jackson
Bekah Yockey
Charlotte
Nickerson

2/5
2/11
2/19
2/19

A s
this is
my final
issue in the
editor's chair, I

feel moved to remember some
unsung heroes who have helped
make theBuglewhat it is today. First
and foremost, I owe a great debt to
Christy Cheezum for performing
layout duties for the the first four years
or so of publication. Also, I want to
thankRev. JoanWolff, whose trust and
inspiration began this whole enterprise
back in 2010. Finally, a big thank you to
all of the contributors over the years,
someof themnowno longerwithus, for
sharing a piece of themselves with our
congregation. I trust Crystal will enjoy
similar support during her tenure.
Now, some housekeeping. Owing to a
varietyofobstacles, this issue isarriving
quite late. Your March issue should
arrive earlier than mid-month, but I
hopeyouwill permitCrystal somegrace
as she comes aboard in these next few
months. Contributions for next
month's issue may be emailed to her at
cgyockey@gmail.com. It is best to get
those inassoonaspossible, as I imagine
she will want to push publication date
back to the first of each month as she
goes forward.
This is not "goodbye" so much as, to
quote GrouchoMarx, "Hello, I must be
going." I will be helping Crystal, andwe
will both be covering aspects of church
events – but she'll be making the tough
editorial calls and handling layout. I
look forward to recording and
remembering life at Bethesda with
her, just aswesetout todoadecadeago.
Blow up the trumpet in the new
moon!

Eric A. Cheezum
Editor Emeritus
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