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Exciting news for
Pastor Linda: her
study on the book of
Acts has been
published by Upper
Room Books! We
are incredibly
thrilled to share this
important moment
in her career and
ministry with her!
You can learn
more about the
book on page 11.

VBS isHeaded toMars andBeyond!July 8–11,6–8 p.m.

Upcoming Events
June 9

June 30

July 8-11

July 28

August 10

August 25

Pentecost

Worship at Choptank
9:00 a.m.

VBS

Worship at Choptank
9:00 a.m.

Peach Festival

Worship at Choptank
9:00 a.m.
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H e l p
us put a

fresh face on
our space, room by
room,byparticipating inAdopta
Room! Starting with the church
office and the bathrooms, we are
sprucing up the downstairs wing.
SignuponSundays tobepartofa team
to tackle one of these projects, ormake
a donation for supplies. Everyone can
help. Grab some friends, choose a
room, and get to work! ContactWanda
Prothero or Doris Gerlach for
information on how to get started.

Thomas Edward Cheezum
of Preston, Maryland
passed away onTuesday,
May 14, 2019 at the
University of Maryland
Medical System at
Easton. He was 73.

He was born on October 31,
1945 in Easton, Maryland, the eldest son of
the late David Mason Cheezum, Jr. and
Eleanor Susan Taylor Cheezum.
AlifelongresidentofCarolineCounty,Tom
graduated from Colonel Richardson High
School in 1963, where he was amember of the school's first football team. After
attending Goldey Beacom Business College, he began his farming career in
Preston working for Fuchs Farms, Inc.
He married the former Mary Frances Lord on June 17, 1972 and they made
their home in Preston. A farmer for over fifty years, Tomdevoted his lifetime to
his family, his farm and his community. He was a member of Bethesda United
Methodist Church in Preston for over sixty years, serving on both the Board of
Trustees and the Administrative Council. He also belonged to numerous
farming and agricultural organizations, including the Caroline County Farm
Bureau, the Caroline County Weed Control Board, and the Southern States
Board of Directors. In November 1978, he was profiled in a cover story in Farm
Journal.
He was an avid collector of Lionel trains and antique farming memorabilia,
and a devotee of classic films, particularly those featuring John Wayne or
HopalongCassidy.Healso enjoyed spending timewithhis family, especially his
grandchildren.
He is survived by his wife, Mary; two sons, Thomas Cheezum II and his wife
Christy, and Dr. Eric Cheezum, all of Preston, Maryland; four grandchildren,
Thomas Cheezum III, Gillian Cheezum, Susannah Cheezum, and Violet
Cheezum; two brothers, David M. Cheezum III and Dan T. Cheezum; and four
cousins, Sarah Crowder, Helen Pritchett, Susan Pihl, and Linda Taylor. He was
preceded in death by a brother, Albert Lee Cheezum.
A funeral service was held on Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at Bethesda United
Methodist Church with the Reverend Linda Pevey officiating. Interment took
place at Junior Order Cemetery. Pallbearers were Gregory Turner, Walter
Coulbourne, Thomas Cheezum III, Rex Rosebrock, Dan Cheezum, and David
Payne.
Expressions of sympathy may be made to the Bethesda United Methodist
Church, Post Office Box 147, Preston, MD 21655. Share memories with the
family at www.framptom.com. See pages 6-7 for some memories of Tom
contributed by members of the congregation.

In
Memoriam:
Tom

Cheezum
NEWS

Adopt
-A-
Room

We’re doing something
new this summer!
Starting June 30, and
continuing on the last
Sunday of each month
through September, we

willworship at theChoptankMarina at
9:00 a.m. Basically we are taking our
9:00service toChoptank for those four
Sundays. This is a greatway for us to go
out into the community to meet some
of our neighbors. Please invite your
friends. Bring a chair or a blanket to sit
on. We will have canopy tents for
shade. (If you have one we can borrow
for these four Sundays, please let
Pastor Linda know.) The 10:15 service
will take place as usual on those
Sundays in the Sanctuary.

Bethesda will once
again be participating in
the Carnival Parade, on
June 4. We will be
handing out candy and

streamer wands. We are in
need of donations of candy. If you
would like to be part of our parade
crew, we would love to have you! We
need people to gently throw candy
fromourvehicle,andweneedpeople to
walk along and hand out the streamer
wands. It really is a fun time. Meet at
church at 5:30.Wewant to be in line by
6:00 so we can get a place close to the

Preston
Carnival

Summer
Outdoor
Worship

Weinvite you to joinus July8–11, 6:00–8:00p.m.,
for vacation bible school! Kids will learn how God
walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is
always with them. Out-of-this-world fun, learning,
and timeless Bible stories will inspire kids to give
glory toGod,who is able to do far beyond all thatwe
could ask or imagine! Join us for a fun and action-
packed VBS! All children (entering Pre-K to 5th
grade) are invited.A snackwill beprovided.Youcan

register online at https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/BUMCPreston1/register.
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Pentecost
Power

You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you…

Acts 1:8

Pentecost is one of my favorite days of the entire church
year! On Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy
Spirit to all believers. If anyone knewwhat it was like to feel
aloneandpower-less, ithadtobeJesus’disciples.Astheyhid
in fear in Jerusalem after the Crucifixion, they waited,
watched and prayed. All they had was a promise, a cryptic
one at that, of the coming of the Holy Spirit. But Jesus
promised he would be with them through the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit would be with them and within them to
remind them of who Jesus was, what Jesus said, and how
Jesus lived.
Jesus also gave them the promise of power through the
Holy Spirit. “This is not power as theworld defines power. It

is not self-serving,
autocratic, or top-downpower. It is,”
as James A. Harnish and Justin LaRosa
write inADisciple’s Path, “the power to be the
agents of God’s love, healing, reconciliation, and
peace in a broken world infected with violence,
conflict and pain. It is the power we need to live the
way Jesus lived, love the way Jesus loved, teach what
Jesus taught, heal the way Jesus healed…” In short, it is
thepowerweneedto liveasJesus’ agents, representatives,
in the world, and to bring about the kingdom of God that
Jesus was always talking about. There are two agents
working tobringaboutGod’s kingdomonEarth: the church
(you andme) and theHoly Spirit!We are partners with God
through the Holy Spirit in this world-changing enterprise!
Join us on Sunday, June 9th andwear something red as we
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. If you haven’t been
to Bethesda in a while, now is a great time to come back.
We’ve got lots going on for thewhole family! You can read all
about it in these pages.

Blessings,
Pastor Linda

REGULAR MINISTRIES AT BETHESDA
9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service

Sunday School

Traditional Worship Service

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers' Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.Children age 3 to
fifth grade are invited to attend. Mrs.
Susan McCandless, along with a team
of dedicated helpers, leads the club.
Kids learn about Jesus and God’s love
for us. Parents, bring your kids for
Leap Froggers and join us in the
Chapel for an uplifting time of
contemporary worship.
Seniors' Lunch-N-Linger

The last Sunday of each month single
seniors age 50 and over get together
for some fellowship. A light lunch will
be enjoyed in the church kitchen right
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service.

6/2
6/3
6/4

Crystal Yockey
James Hurley
Ray Zepp

June Birthdays!

PASTOR'S PAGE
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NEWS

I first met Tom at church around 1976 or 
1977. I started working for him in the summer 
of 1978 when I was 12 years old. My first job 
was washing the combine. Tom would say, “If 
you didn’t get dirty, you didn’t get it clean.” I 
did whatever needed to be done, cut grass, 
washed windows, whatever. In those days be-
fore I had  my driver’s license, I rode my bike 
back and forth from home to his farm.  
 
Even after I graduated in 1984, I kept working 
for Tom. In 1988, I got started farming on my 
own. I was still helping Tom, but he helped 
me get started on my own. My first acre was 
cantaloupes and watermelons. He let me use 
his tractor and plow. He helped me lay plastic 
for that first crop. 
 
Through the years, we worked together. I 
helped him. He helped me. He taught me stuff 
you can’t learn in a book, like how you treat 
other farmers. He taught me how to weld, how 
to pack wheel bearings, how to take care of 
the equipment. That’s what we did all winter. 
  
I will miss his guidance. I will miss our talks. 
I would call him when I got done at night. I’d 
tell him what he was doing wrong. He’d tell 
me what I was doing wrong. Most of the time 
he was right.   
 
I found out I wanted to farm through working 
for Tom. He planted the seed. I can’t imagine 
doing anything else. 
 
Greg Turner 

I will remember Tom’s confidence. When we 
were talking about how to handle  redeveloping 
the Trustees and incorporating it into the   
Council, Tom and I were talking about how to 
approach the issue with the Trustees. Tom 
looked at me very confidently and said, “We’ll 
handle it. Let’s do it (or something a little sauci-
er).” He was a great person to work with and I 
liked his style! 
 
Dennis Baker 

IN ME
MORIA

M
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NEWS
The picture to the right was taken on my first Sunday at  
Bethesda in July 2016.  The picture below is of renewal of  
baptism at Charge Conference in December 2016. I could-
n’t have known then how short my time of knowing Tom 
would be.  
 
Right from the start, I knew Tom to be dedicated to   
Bethesda. He served faithfully on Administrative Council 
and Trustees  He was always willing to do the next thing.  
 
I knew Tom to be engaging, with a quick smile and a direct 
manner. You always knew where you stood with Tom. 
There was no guessing required. As much as he could hold 
strong opinions, and I saw him express those opinions in 
many meetings, he was always willing to listen to other 
points of view, and change his mind if the situation war-
ranted it. That is the definition of good leadership in my 
view. 
 
Tom was also dedicated to his family. I saw the tender side 
of him often when it came to his grandchildren. Just  
recently, he wanted to sponsor them for the Walk for  
Water, just as he had done last year. Even though they 
couldn't participate this year, he still wanted to give to the 
event.  
 
Tom had a big heart, a generous heart, a soft heart. My life 
has been blessed by having known him. We feel the loss as 
a church family. We will miss him. I will miss him. 
 
Pastor Linda 

I was fortunate to know Tom for just a 
brief time, but always enjoyed the con-
versations that I had with him. I re-
spected his opinions in many areas. At 
meetings, Tom had a straightforward 
wisdom about the subjects discussed; 
and I know that the people around him 
honored his ideas. I could also identify 
with Tom on farming. In my back-
ground, I worked on farms, and I have 
a great respect for people who work 
the land. I regret that I could not have 
had more time in conversation with 
him. I also liked the Moody Blues 
songs and the music from that era. 
Tom was truly a pillar at Bethesda, and 
he is sorely missed. All of us have 
been blessed with knowing Tom 
Cheezum. Thank you, Tom, for the 
blessing of knowing you.  
 
Pastor Jim Michael 

IN MEMORIAM
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Second Annual Walk for Water a Great Success! 

It was a great day for a walk, or a run!  
 
Thanks to all who helped make the Walk 
for Water a great success! We had 80 reg-
istered walkers and runners, and we raised 
over $3000 for clean water! We partnered 
this year with local businessman Mr. Ken 
Wood of Lifetime Wells. He travels to  
Africa to drill wells in communities that 
need clean water. Your support has helped  
provide life-saving clean water to another  
community in need.  

Second Annual Walk for Water a Great Success!

WALK
FOR W

ATER
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Walk for Water was organized and sponsored by the churches of the 
Preston Ministerium: Bethesda UMC, Bethlehem Wesleyan Church, 
Greater New Hope Church and Ministries, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, and Mt. Calvary UMC. All five churches contributed their    
expertise, volunteers and enthusiasm! What a wonderful way for us to 
be the church  together!  
 
We also had wonderful community sponsors. Be sure to thank them 
for supporting this great cause: The Garden Basket, LNT Seafood, 
Preston Gym, Safehouse, and Van Tech Business Solutions.  

Second Annual Walk for Water a Great Success! 

It was a great day for a walk, or a run!  
 
Thanks to all who helped make the Walk 
for Water a great success! We had 80 reg-
istered walkers and runners, and we raised 
over $3000 for clean water! We partnered 
this year with local businessman Mr. Ken 
Wood of Lifetime Wells. He travels to  
Africa to drill wells in communities that 
need clean water. Your support has helped  
provide life-saving clean water to another  
community in need.  

WALK FOR WATER
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After passing through the various
offices of class-leader, exhorter, and
localpreacher,Mr.Emorywas received
on trial in the Philadelphia Conference
in the spring of 1810. A few years
sufficed to establish his reputation for
preeminence in the qualities of a true
Christian minister. Young as he was,
his dignity, sanctity, and weight of
character, soon became matter of
common knowledge. His discretion,
too, was that of riper years; but it was
not thediscretionwhich stifles zeal.He
was in labours abundant; no proper
work was drudgery to him. In 1812 the
bishops called for volunteers for the
West; young Emory replied, "Here am
I, send me." But his wisdom, ability,
andacquirementsweremoreneededat
home, and the offer was not accepted.

In a few years his health began to fail;
but his zeal in preaching and study
knew no abatement except from sheer
necessity." As he travelled from
place to place, some profitable
book was his constant
companion. And while
Christian courtesy and
pastoral fidelity made it
alike his duty and his
delight to mingle, at
proper times, in
social and religious
converse with the
families which
entertained him,
no false delicacy

could inducehimtoappropriate toman
the hours which should be devoted to
God, nor to descend from the dignity of
the minister to the gossip of the
newsmonger. When the claims of
hospitality and friendship were
satisfied, he would betake himself to
some retirement, to prosecute more
uninterruptedly his course of mental
and religious improvement. By this
means he doubtless lost some
popularity with those thoughtless
brethrenwho seek in theirminister the
boon companion, rather than the man
of God, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works; but, like a wise master-
builder, he was laying deep and out of
sight the foundations of a character,
which became afterward at once an
ornament and a defence to the Church.
Indeed, the course which he pursued
had already secured to him a high
character among his brethren. There is
still preserved, among the archives of
the Asbury Historical Society, the
memoranda which Bishop Asbury
made, about this time, of the character
of the preachers as reported at
Conference. The record inMr. Emory's

case is as follows:-1811. J ohnEmory—
classic, pious, gifted, useful, given to
reading.' 1812. John Emory—pious,
gifted, steady, _____'" [The author
notes here that the remainder of this
quote is illegible. –Ed.]
From 1813 to 1820 he filled the most
important pastoral stations in the
connexion, such as Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Washington, &c. In 1813 he
wasmarried to Caroline Sellers, whose
beautiful life adorned his for only two
years, as she died in 1815. In 1816 (the
first year of his eligibility) he was
elected a delegate to the General
Conference and of every subsequent
General Conference until his death he
was a member, except that of 1824,
when, being in aminority onaquestion
of Church politics, in the Baltimore
Annual Conference, to which he was
transferred in 1818, he was not elected
a delegate. In the early part of 1817 he
made his first appearance in print as
controversial writer. Bishop White, of
the Protestant Episcopal Church, had
published in the Christian Register an
essay, entitled, "Objections against the
position of a personal assurance of the
pardon of sin, by a direct com-
munication of the Holy Spirit." The
doctrine thus assailed being one of the
distinguishing tenets of Methodism,
and one the preaching of which had
been a source of great prosperity to the
Church and consolation to her
members. Mr. Emory came forward in
its defence, in twopamphlets, being "A
Reply," and " A Further Reply," to the
above-mentioned essay. These were
noticed in a review of the whole
question by BishopWhite, with which,
it is believed, the controversy
terminated.
In the following year, while residing
in Washington, he had again to enter

In honor of the 230thanniversary of
the birth of Bishop John Emory
(1789-1835), we continue our
transcription of a memoir of Emory
published by one of his colleagues,
Rev. John M'Clintock, in the latter's
1854 compilation, Sketches of
Eminent Methodist Ministers.

Bishop John Emory (1789–1835)
PReacher_FeatureFEATU

RES
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into controversy. Some articles having
been published by a Unitarian
preacher, of the name ofWright, in the
National Messenger, of Georgetown,
D.C., assailing the divinity of Christ,
Mr. Emory replied to them in several
communications to the same paper,
under the signature, "An Observer."
These articles were afterward
published in a pamphlet form, with the
title, "The Divinity of Christ vindicated
from the Cavils and Objections of Mr.
John Wright," together with a few
numbers on the same subject, by the
Rev. James Smith, whose memory is
still cherished in the Church for his
superior talentsasametaphysicianand
an orator. It is said that the publication
of theseessayshadapowerful influence
in arresting the growing popularity of a
dangerous heresy in that part of the
country.
In the discussion of the important
ecclesiastical questions which agitated
the General Conference of 1820, Mr.
Emory took a distinguished part, and
established a name second to none in
the Methodist ministry for skill in
debate andwisdom in counsel.He took
special interest in the missionary
operations on which the Church was
then entering, and wrote the report in
favour of the Constitution of the
Missionary Society which was adopted
by the General Conference.
A t the same Conference Mr. Emory
was chosen delegate to the British
Conference, inorder toopenmoreclose
relations between English and
American Methodism, and, especially,
to settle certain difficulties which had
arisen between the preachers of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in the
Canadas and the Wesleyan
missionaries in those provinces. H e
executed this delicate mission to the
entire satisfaction of all parties
concerned and, by the dignity and
urbanity of his manner, his Christian
meekness, his unaffected piety, and the
remarkable ability displayed in his
speeches and sermons, he left a strong
impression in favour not only of his
own personal character, but also of the

Church and nation which he
represented, in theminds of the British
Methodists.
It is well known that the period from
1820 to 1828 was a time of great
agitation in American Methodism.
Various attempts were made to modify
the constitution of the Church, some of
whichweremade bywise and judicious
men,onsufficientgrounds.But then,as
ever, in critical and reformatory
periods, there were to be found hasty
and ardent men, with impulses
stronger than their judgment, and zeal
far beyond their knowledge, who,
under the guise of reformers, were
really revolutionists.Mr . Emory took a
conspicuous part in all these
controversies,anddidperhapsasmuch
as any other man, if not more, to save
the Church from the injuries which
many of its ignorant friendswere in the
wayof inflictingon it.A fewpages, then,
maywell be spared to a brief account of
his share in the doings of that stirring
time.
The constitution of the Methodist
Episcopal Church sprung from the
brain of no system-builder. Th e
bishops said truly, in their notes to the
Discipline, that "the whole plan of
Methodism was introduced, step by
step, by the interference and openings
of Divine Providence." I n obedience to
this principle, the presiding elders'
office was fully instituted by the
General Conference of 1792, which
vested the power of appointing them
solely in thebishops.Doubtsaroseatan
early period in regard to the propriety
of this last provision, and finally there
arose a large party in favour of making
the office elective. Mr . Emory fell into
the ranks of that party, and exerted
himself actively in behalf of the
proposed change. At the General
Conference of 1820 it was found that
part of the bishops and a large number
of themembers of the Conference were
in favour of the modification; but as
there was still a powerful opposition, it
was proposed by one of the bishops "to
appoint a committee of conciliation, to
consist of six, one- half on each side of

t h e
question, and to
be appointed by the
presiding bishop. This
was agreed to, and
accordingly done. [The author
notes that the committee were,
Ezekiel Cooper, Joshua Wells, S.
G.Roszel,N.Bangs,W.Capers,and
J.Emory.–Ed.]Thehopeof ahappy
adjustment seemed now to brighten
almost every countenance. The
committee went to work. They
conferred with the bishops. They
consulted among themselves; and at
length, with the concurrence and
approbation of two-thirds of the
episcopacy, they unanimously
recommended to the Conference the
adoption of the following resolutions,
viz . : —
"Resolved,&c.,Thatwhenever, inany
Annual Conference, there shall be a
vacancy or vacancies in the office of
presiding elder, in consequence of his
period of service of four years having
expired, or the bishop wishing to
remove any presiding elder, or by
death, resignation, or otherwise, the
bishop, or president of the Conference
having ascertained the numberwanted
from any of these causes, shall
nominate three times the number, out
of which the Conference shall elect by
ballot, without debate, the number
wanted ; provided, when there is more
than one wanted, not more than three
at a time shall be nominated, nor more
than one at a time elected; provided,
also, that in case of any vacancy or
vacancies intheofficeofpresidingelder
in the interval of any Annual
Conference, the bishop shall have
authority to fill the said vacancy or
vacancies until the ensuing Annual
Conference."
"Resolved, &c., 2dly. That the
presiding elders be, and hereby are,
made the advisory council of the
bishops, or president of the
Conference, in stationing the
preachers."
"These resolutions, after an

Continued on page 11.

FEATURES
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S u p p o r t
Bethesda's work
with an online
donation! Just
look for the big
red button on the
front page of our

website! Presently, donations may
be made to the general fund or to
underwrite cemetery maintenance.
Watch this space for more options!

Thank
you somuch

for donating
$100.00 to After

Prom. It is wonderful to see the
community come together Sincerely,

Pam Usilton
NDHS After Prom Party 2019

Thankyou forprticipating insharing the
love of Christ with children all across the
world. Many children have and will
continue to be blessed with a shoebox gift.
Please continue tp pray for these children!
Please contact the OCC team with any
questions. Hope to see you next year!

Blessings,
Brittany

Operation Christmas Child

This office is in receipt of your donation
to the Preston Park and Recreation
Committee, in the amount of $200.00
Your donation will provide support to the
2019Concerts in theParkProgram.Thank
you for your continued kindness and
generosity to the resident of our
Community.

Sincerely,
Stacey Pindell

Preston Town Manager

FEATU
RES

The popular Thursday
evening worship services
will return to Barratt's
Chapel forJuneandJuly.
All services start at 7p.m.,
last about one hour, and

w i l l be followed by light
refreshments in the Vestry.

June 6 - Bishop Peggy Johnson
June 13 - Rev. Peggy Briggs, Seaford
Charge

June20-Rev.D.EarleBaker,BethelUMC,
Lewes

June 27 - Rev. Dr. Rob Townsend,
Superintendent of Salisbury District

July 4 - Enjoy the Holiday
July 11 - Rev. Yvonne PaxtonKennedyville
UMC

July 18 - Rev. Carlos Reyes Coordinator of
Hispanic/Latino Ministries

July 25 - Rev. Sally Stewart

Students painting in Sunday School to retell what they learned this spring. There's
always something fun going on Sunday mornings at Bethesda!

Notes of
Thanks

Summer
Services at
Barratt's
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ineffectual opposition on the part of a few
individuals, were passed by amajority ofmore

than two-thirds of the General Conference."
This result was received with universal joy; the

long dispute, it was thought, was ended forever. But
these pleasing dreams were soon dispelled by the
announcement that Mr. Soule, who had been elected
bishopa fewdaysbefore, butnotordained,haddeclared, in
writing, that if ordained, he would not carry these
resolutions into execution, because he believed them to be
unconstitutional. This was carrying matters with a high
hand; it was nothing less than a claim of power on the part
of the bishop " to arrest the operation of resolutions
concurred in by more than two-thirds of the General
Conference, and bytwo-thirds of the episcopacy itself." In
his conduct on this occasion, Bishop Soule gave a fair
indication of the high-episcopal-prerogative doctrine, or
rather sentiment, (for it has no logical coherency tomake it
doctrine) which he has ever since maintained. Mr. Soule
offered his resignation, which was accepted by the
Conference. But his views were supported by Bishop
M'Kendree, for whose character and opinions there was
almost universal reverence. The resolutions, therefore,
were suspended for four years.
In Mr. Emory's view, the presiding-elder question, as it
was called, sank into insignificance incomparisonwith this
new claim of an episcopal right to veto the acts of the
General Conference. It was now the question whether the
episcopacy or the General Conference were to be supreme.
Without entering into an account of all his labours on this
point, it is enough to say that the bishop subsequently
disclaimed all intention to exercise such a power ; nor has
it, or anything like it, since beenassumedor claimedby any
bishop of our Church.

Listening Ear
What is prayer but conversation?

It’s just talking to God in a natural way.
No particular form is required

As we live for Him day to day.

Any coldness or barrier that pops up
Is never from our Father above.

It’s we that must step a bit closer
When the Holy Spirit gives us a shove.

Sincerity of heart when we’re sorry
For transgressions that can drive us apart,

Thankfulness for His loving kindness
Are very good places to start.

Jesus Christ knows us far better
Than we humans will ever admit.

His plans are much loftier than ours
What’s required is for us to submit.

So let’s not hold back any longer
But humbly come to our Savior Divine.

He’s eagerly waiting to listen
And He always has the time.

By Nancy Marie

I am thrilled to
share that my new book
will be released on July 1!
Some of you are familiar with
the pre-publication version when it
was known as Act Up! and we used it
in our Bible study groups whenwe did a
study of Acts last year. Upper Room
Books offered me a contract to publish it,
and it will be available on July 1. If you are
interested inacopy,youcanpreordernowon
your favorite on-line book retailer.
UpperRoomBooks.com is offering a 30%
preorder discount on the print version
through June 30. Go to https://
upperroombooks.com/wearethechurch/ and
use code PRESALE30.

Pastor Linda

We Are the Church . . .
Let’s Act Like It

Paperback......9780835818834 ... $11.99
eBook ...........9780835818858 ... $7.99
Kindle............9780835818841 ... $7.99

A Study on the Book of Acts
Linda Tower Pevey

Church problems are nothing new. The early church 
of Jesus Christ had to work through challenges that 
persist in today’s church: power struggles; racial, 
social, and economic prejudices; disagreements 
over theology; money woes; and clashes with 
religious leaders. 

What can we learn from the early church about 
making faithful disciples of Christ? How is God 
preparing you to help transform the world? Linda 
Pevey’s engaging 7-week study leads you to  
discover answers to these questions.

UpperRoomBooks.com/WeAretheChurch
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