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The News & Farmer,
Preston's weekly paper
from the 1930s to the
1990s, traditionally
reprinted the "Yes,
Virginia" letters every

year at Christmas. The Bugle
did so aswell until a fewyears ago. In
light of the many blessings that have
come toBethesda this lastyear,2018
seems like a good year to reinitiate
the practice. The original
exchange, between editorialist
Francis Church and eight-year-
old Virginia O'Hanlon, took
place inan1897 issueof theNew
York Sun, and over 120 years later
remains a powerful and important
statement of faith.

Dear Editor:
I am 8 years old. Some of my little
friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says "If you see it in the Sun, it’s
so." Please tell me the truth; is there a
Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-Fifty Street

Virginia,
Your little friends
are wrong. They
have been affected
by the skepticismof
a skeptical age.
Theydonotbelieve
except they see.
They think that
nothing can be
which is not
comprehensible
by their little
minds.Allminds,

Virginia, whether they
bemen's or children's, are little. In this
great universe of ours man is a mere
insect, an ant, in his intellect, as
compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the
intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they aboundandgive to your
life itshighestbeautyandjoy.Alas!how
drearywould be theworld if therewere
noSantaClaus. Itwouldbe as dreary as
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Upcoming Events
Christmas Variety
Show, 2:00 p.m.

Charge Conference
7:00 p.m.

PES Christmas Tree
Lighting, 6:00 p.m.

Caroling Hay Ride
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CRHS Jazz Band
Concert, 6:00 p.m.
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Service, 7:00 p.m.
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Hymn Sing
3:00 p.m.
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Fifteen frozen turkeys and food bags with all the
traditional trimmingswere delivered to families
at Preston Elementary School the week of
Thanksgiving. Thanks to everyone that
donated food or monetary donations to buy
turkeys.
Now it is time to think about the Christmas

bags for
the school. We still
need turkeys, around
fourteenpoundones,
the trimmings, and
other food items,
such as peanut
butter, jelly, cereal,
pop tarts, tuna fish,
spaghetti and sauce,
soup, Spam,mac and
cheese, and cookies
and other items that
kids like. The food
bagswill be delivered
the week of
December 16, sopleasehave all items in churchby that date.
Thanks!

Donna Lane
The Christmas Party for the ladies of the
church will be at Doris and Gene Gerlach's
home on Saturday, December 8 at noon.
Please bring a covered dish and a
wrapped gift in the $15-to-$20 price
range. We will leave the church parking
lot at 11:30 a.m. Please let me know if you

will be ridingwith us, or if you can drive your
car, too.Wealwayshaveagood time, good food, and
good fellowship and we really appreciate Doris
hosting the party.

Donna Lane

Christmas Variety Show
December 2, 2:00 p.m.
Don’t miss the show! It is shaping up to be one of the
highlights of the season. Children and adults will be
participating. There will be music (of course), skits, and a
fewsurprises!Besure tobringyour familyandfriendsto this
fun, festive event!

Charge Conference
December 5, 7:00 p.m.
Our Charge Conference will take place on December 5 at
7:00p.m.This is an annual celebrationof ourministry.Rev.
DarleneDixonwill be presiding. Please plan to attend aswe
celebrate our year in ministry.

Hot Chocolate at the Preston Tree Lighting
December 7, 6:00 p.m.
Join us for this fun outreach as the school and the town
celebrate the lightingof the large treeatPrestonElementary
School. We serve hot chocolate to the community that
gathers for this fun event.

Women’s Christmas Luncheon
December 8, 12:00 p.m.
All women in the church are invited to this fun time of
food, fellowship and fun. Please being a favorite
covereddish andawrappedgift. This is a greatway to
get to know other women in our church family, and
it is always a fun time.We will meet at church and
carpool to Doris Gerlach’s home. (see the note
from Donna Lane at right for more
information).

Christmas Caroling Hay Ride
December 9, 6:00 p.m.
Meet at church for a Christmas caroling
hay ride aswebring holiday cheer to our
neighbors in Preston.

CRHS Jazz Band Concert,
December 20, 6:00 p.m.
We will host the Jazz Band for a
festive time of music. Come
out and enjoy some great
holiday music. Several
of our students are
participating.

NEWS

Danny Morris and Donna Lane prepare
to deliver fifteen Thanksgiving dinners!

TheMittenTreewill be
up soon for gloves,
hats, and socks that
will be given to
students at Preston
Elementary School
who are in need. We
will be accepting
donations into the
New Year.

Poinsettiasmaybepurchasedfor
the altar in memory, or in
honor, of loved ones. They
are still $8.00 each. See

Donna Lane to purchase.

Meals for
the Holidays

Women's
Christmas
Party

Events
in December
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This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a

manger.” Luke 2:12 (NIV)

It’s almost December,
and signs of the season
are everywhere! The

temperatures are
dropping. Retailers are barraging us
with “Black Friday” sales. Walmart’s
“Christmas Shop” has already been
open for a month. Christmas carols
are frequently heard on our favorite
radiostations.Christmastree lotsare
popping up everywhere! These are a
but a few of the signs of the season.
The Bible reminds us of the real sign
of the season: a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger. Not exactly the way
mostpeopleexpected the longawaitedMessiah
to make his debut. Really much of the Christmas
story isnotwhatmostpeople expected.Whenwe read itwith

fresh eyes and ears,
some of the unexpected signs of the
season become obvious: CAUTION, U-

TURN, YIELD, and ONEWAY.
Advent, which begins on
December 2, is the season in which
weprepareourselvesspiritually for
the birth of Jesus on Christmas
Day. Join us during Advent for a
fresh take on the signs of the
season, and discover what U-Turn
andOneWayhave todowith the real
Christmas story.
Join us on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or
10:15 a.m. Be sure to join us on
Christmas Eve for a special
Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m. If you

haven’t been to Bethesda in a while, what
better time to check us out! Be sure to invite

your friends to join us for worship and the
special events we have planned.

Pastor Linda

9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Schedule
Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday School/Youth Group

Traditional Worship Service

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

PASTOR'S PAGE

Leap-Froggers' Club
The Leap Froggers Club meets on
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Children age 3 to
fifth grade are invited to attend. Mrs.
Nancy Seaman, along with a team of
dedicated helpers, leads the club. Kids
learnaboutJesusandGod’s love forus.
Parents, bring your kids for Leap
Froggers and join us in the Chapel for
an uplifting time of contemporary
worship.

Youth Group
Bethesda's Youth Group meets
Sundaysat9:00a.m. It isopentosixth-
through twelfth-graders. Leaders Eric
Cheezum and Beth Carmean explore
issues of relevance to teenagers, and
lead discussions based on Christian
themes.

Single Seniors
The last Sunday of each month single
seniorsage50andoverget together for
some fellowship. A light lunch will be
enjoyed in the church kitchen right
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service.

REGULAR MINISTRIES AT BETHESDA

SIGNS OF
THE SEASON
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Bethesda extends a warm
welcome to Jennifer
Elmore (pictured below,
with Pastor Linda), who
became amember of the
congregation on Sunday,

November 18, during the
9:00 Service. We are thrilled to have
Jenn aboard!

GoldieP.Boone,79,ofPreston,MD,diedonSaturday,November10,
2018at theUniversityofMarylandShoreMedicalCenteratEaston.
She was born on July 31, 1939 in Stafford, VA, the daughter of
the late John Rudolph Crismond and Elsie Bost Crismond.
Goldie was a long-time member of Bethesda United
Methodist Church in Preston. She loved traveling with her
husband, Al. She also loved fishing, gardening, boating and
camping. Her children, grandchildren, great grandchildren

and great great grandchildren were the highlight of her life. She
is survived by her husband of 33 years, William "Al" Boone; three children:
Debbie Weems and her husband Charlie; Charlene Wagner; Chuck Mooney
(Sandy); two step-children: BobbyBoone andhiswifeKathy; JimBoone andhis
wife Amy; 14 grandchildren; 18 great grandchildren; four great great

grandchildren; and six brothers and
sisters. She was preceded in death by 10
brothers and sisters; a step-son, Tommy
Boone; and a granddaughter, April. A
funeral service was held on Thursday,
November 15, at Bethesda United
Methodist Church in Preston. Burial will
be private, at the MD Eastern Shore
Veterans Cemetery near Hurlock. For
online condolences, please visit:
www.fhnfuneralhome.com.

Free
Movie
Night

January 11
Be sure to save
the date for our first
Free Movie Night! As
one more way to reach out to our
community, the Outreach Team is
planning a series of free movie nights
during the winter months. Be sure to
tell your friends and neighbors! More
details are coming soon!

Hymn Sing
January 20, 3:00 p.m.

Shakeoff someof thewinterdoldrums
with a good old fashioned hymn sing.
A light meal will be provided
afterwards.

NEWS

Congratulations to Brad and T.K.
(Overington) Simmons, who were
married at Bethesda on Saturday,
November 3, in a lovely ceremony
officiated by Pastor Linda. The
bride's sister and the groom's
brother served asmaid of honor and
best man, respectively.
Bethesda wishes the happy new
couple the very best in their new life
together!

Right top: T.K. and Brad pause to take
a few pictures in the chapel before
heading to the reception. Bottom:

Donna Lane paid tribute to the new
couple with one of her famous signs.

Events in
January

Welcome
Aboard!

In
Memoriam:
Goldie Boone
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Along
with the
rest of the
United States
and the world,

Bethesda celebrated
the centennial of the

Armistice that ended World War I,
on Sunday, November 11. At 11:00
a.m., the church bell was tolled
twenty-one times at five second
intervals. The altars in both services
were decoarted with poppies
(pictured below), and everyone who
attended received a small poppy to
affix to his lapel. By a neat
coincidence, the observation of the
anniversary occurred during week
five of Pastor Linda's sermon series
onRevelation. The title of her sermon
was, appropriately, "TheWar To End
All Wars."

WEEKLY INCOME: NOVEMBER 2018
Date

11/4
11/11
11/18
11/25

Attendance
9:00 10:15
24 26
20 35
n/a 31
20 28

Plate
Total*
$149.34
$217.00
$162.00
$800.00

Envelope
Total*
$2,035.00
$1,500.00
$890.00
$435.00

Total

$2184.34
$1,717.00
$1,052.00
$1,235.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $2,054 per
week = $8,216.00
•Actual Income: $6,188.34
•Average Weekly Income: $1,483.32

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 20
10:15: 35

•Average Per Capita Income: $30.66
*indicates total from both services

•Bethesda's Sunday School is
growing – so we need more
helpers! Contact Kari Farnell or
Nancy Seaman if you can
volunteer.

•Congratulations are due to Keith
Cayer, our Praise Team Leader,
whowas recently inducted into the
National Honor Society at CRHS!

Brief Notes

NEWS

Bethesda's altar is decorated with candles, and the congregation lit candles on the table
in the foreground, in order to celebrate All Saints Day and the saints of our church.

Armistice
Day

Observance
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Children
GoWhere I
Send Thee

This is one of my favorite, but
rarely sung, Christmas carols. This
song is alsoknownas "TheHolyBaby"
or "Born in Bethlehem." It is known as
a traditional African-American
spiritual, so its authorship is unknown.
This song has been recorded by many
people over the years. It is considered a
cumulative song, like "TheTwelveDays
of Christmas," because each time it is
sung, previous verses are repeated and
then added to. The meaning of some of
the verses is somewhat ambiguous, and
several interpretations have been
proposed for them. In the 1940s, the
spiritual was sung by renowned Folk
artist, John Avery Lomax (who may or
may not be related to my mother's
family) andpublished later by a relative
of his in 1975. Verse one of his version
was different than the traditional.
Below are the most traditional words.

Children, go where I send thee
How shall I send thee?

I'm gonna send thee one by one:
One for the little bitty baby.

Born, born
Born in Bethlehem.

Two for Paul and Silas…
Three for the Hebrew children…
Four for the four that stood at the

door...
Five for the gospel preachers...

Six for the six that never got fixed...
Seven for the seven that never got to

heaven...
Eight for the eight that stood at the

gate...
Nine for the nine all dressed so fine...
Ten for the Ten Commandments...
Eleven for the eleven deriders...
Twelve for the twelve Apostles…

If you have the occasion this year, be
sure to look up this Christmas Spiritual
andenjoywhatever versionyouhappen
upon. I think you will be pleased!

Kari Farnell

FEATU
RES

This month we conclude
Suzy Staehlin's story
from last month's
issue.

CHAPTER 3 ~
BACK TO GOD

Thenextdecadewas spentbuildinga
life together as a new family. Mark
(Bruce’s son from his first marriage)
was 13 when we got married. We still
did not make God a priority even
though we both were believers. Years
passed, and at some point, Bruce says
to me “ I want to be baptized – do you
think the pastor at your parents'
churchwillbaptizeme?” Iwasshocked
–what?Youaren’tbaptized? I thought
everybody was baptized!! But you
believe!??
Weasked,andweresohappythat the
current pastor at that historic church
actually came to our home in Harford
County to school Bruce so he could be
baptized. And he was. What a special
day thatwas.Thepastor’s requirement
was thatBrucego to church regularly–
Easter and Christmas.
Now, we were looking for church
closer to our home in Harford County,
and found a Presbyterian church
where we felt welcomed and at home.
The next ten or so years found us
spending lots of time at church and
withournewchurch family.Wehadan
active Adult Fellowship group, we did
musicals and plays every other year, a
youth pastor was hired and built a
strong and active youth group - and
that iswheremy story starts to change.
I believe God used Bruce to bring me
back to Him.
I have always had a heart formission
ministry, and had been going on
mission trips regularly. On one of
those mission trips the leader said I
was a peacemaker. I remember
thinking ‘what are you talkingabout? I
don’t know how to be a peacemaker.
What does that even mean?’ She told
me this before she askedme to go after
a teenager on the trip, who had blown
up at others and stalked away.Me? Go
after amale teenager? What do I know

of the teenage male psyche?
Mission trips continued, with kids
andadultsalike–tovariousstates,and
even to the Czech Republic. And then
I was downsized at my job after 22
years. Suddenly I had all this time on
my hands. A church member says to
me, “have you ever heard of the
Stephen’sMinistry? I think youwould
be good at it.” What? Me a minister?
Heoffered to pay formy training. And
so I took the training and started a
Stephen’s Ministry program at that
church, training others and providing
Christian care to hurting people. I
have a vivid memory that happened
during my ‘graduation’ from the
StephenMinistry training. Wewereall
seated at round tables, and had stood
up at a certain point. I was thinking
howam I going to do this onmyown. I
had an overwhelming certainty that
someone was standing right behind
me, over my right shoulder,
encouraging me, and I turned to see
who it was – of course you know the
rest of the story – no personwas there.
Jesus was.
Meanwhile, Jesus continued
working onme. A new youth minister
entered our midst and it was she who
taught me about Jesus, and his desire
to be my best friend. While that
relationship was not a long one, it was
through the time spent with her, the
kids, and serving others that I
surrendered to Jesus and His will.
Wow. I am a stubborn person. Sure
took long enough. Don’t ask me when
exactly that was. It feels more like an
evolution than a single event. I have to
surrender to Jesus on a regular basis –
and still am.

CHAPTER 4 –
AND NOWWHAT?

And now, years later, Bruce and I
find ourselves in a new zipcode. And
that zipcode is full circle – back to the
ChoptankRiver. Wehavebeenblessed
indeed in our lives and have hearts full
of gratitude and thankfulness.
Wefoundourselvesagain looking for

My
Testimony

Hymn of
the Month

Continued Next Page



7

Out of the church archives this month, we
have a fun photograph donated to
Bethesda by Mrs. Margaret Powell, via
Buster Lord. Pictured are the beautiful
participants in a "fashion show" for
churchmembers in1966, fromleft toright:
Bobby Wright, Donald Harding, Carlton
Dukes, J. Milton Lane, James Jester, and
Sam Lord.

if there were no
Virginias. There would be

no childlike faith then, no
poetry, no romance to make

tolerable this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in sense
and sight. The eternal lightwithwhich
childhood fills the world would be
extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus? You
might as well not believe in fairies!
Youmightget yourpapa tohiremento
watch in all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus,
but even if theydidnot seeSantaClaus
comingdown,whatwould that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.
The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies
dancing on the lawn? Of course not,
but that's no proof that they are not
there. Nobody can conceive or
imagine all the wonders that are
unseen and unseeable in the world.
You may tear apart the baby's rattle
and see what makes the noise inside,
but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry,
love, romance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond Is it
all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he
lives, and he lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay ten
times tenthousandyears fromnow,he
will continue tomake glad the heart of
childhood.

Francis Church

a church home, and landed
atBethesdaUMC. Idon’t

know what Jesus has in
store for me/Bruce but I

welcomeHis guidance and
direction. He has enriched
my life more than I could
imagine on my own.
For those reading this,
my parting advice is to
OBEY THE NUDGE!!!
This place – the third rock
fromthe suncalledEARTH- is not
our home. We are not here
very long. Whatareyouwaiting
for? Kids – don’t wait until you
are middle aged to follow Jesus!
He is waiting for you to turn to
Him right now!!
When you experience that
still small voice,whether itbe
in the form of a feeling, a dream, another’s conversation, make no mistake –
JesususesallHispeople toaccomplishHiswill forus–allwehavetodo isaccept,
believe, andobey. Through thebloodof Jesus, I amheavenboundandpray that
when I get there, I will hear “well done, my good and faithful servant.”

Suzy Staehlin

FEATURES
Continued
From
Page
6

Continued
From
Page
1
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