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We continue to raise funds to offset our expenditures from the new boiler
installation. At present, we have are just about at the halfway point towards our
goal of $60,000. Thank you for your help reaching this amount! We still have a
long way to go.
For the remainderof the year,wewill beofferinganumberof opportunities for
you to continue to donate. Any amount you can give will be deeply appreciated.
Checksmaybemadeout to thechurch,with"NewFurnace" inthememo,andcan
be mailed to P.O. Box 147, Preston, MD 21655, ATTN: Wanda Prothero. If you
would like to give inhonorormemoryof a lovedone, please include thosedetails
in a note accompanying your donation and we will list them in a forthcoming
issue.

NEWBOILER UPDATE

Where: TheWalk starts and ends at the Preston Town Park. TheWalk will take
you through the neighborhoods of Chambers-Lednum-Wright Streets and
Back Landing Road.

Why 6K? 6K is the average distance people in other parts of theworldwalk daily
to get water, and even then it isn’t always clean.

How far is 6K? Approximately 3.7miles! Did you know water weighs over 8
pounds per gallon? Imagine carrying even one gallon for over 3 miles!

Whywalk?Your registration fee of $50 ($25 for those 18 andunder)will provide
lastingcleanwater foronechild!Onceyouregister, youwill receive in themail
a T-shirt and a bib with a picture of the actual child you will be helping!
Register soon to be sure you receive your shirt and bib prior to the event.

I can’t walk, but I would like to help. What can I do?
•HelponWalkDayat thePrestonTownParkwithregistrationand/orawater
station.
• Sponsor a Youth Walker.
• Sponsor an Adult Walker.
• Share on social media.
• Put up a poster at work or other places you frequent.
• Tell your friends!

Who is sponsoring this Walk? This is truly a global event! Walks will be taking
place all over the world in partnership with World Vision! The local Walk
(Preston Walk for Water) is sponsored by four Preston-area churches
(Bethesda United Methodist Church, Bethlehem Wesleyan Church,
Immanuel Lutheran Church, and Mt. Calvary United Methodist Church).

HowcanIgetmore information? Calloremail theChurchOfficeorPastorLinda.

KIDS AHOY! Set sail with the Deep Blue Kids
as they explore and encounter God all over the
world. The weekly adventure includes exciting
stories, science experiments, arts and crafts,
animated video storytelling, and active games. It
all makes for a faith experience that helps
children learn about Jesus in a fun and exciting
way. Every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., for
children from Pre-K through 5th grade.

The last Sunday of each month Bethesda offers an opportunity for single
seniors 50+ in age to get together for some fellowship. A light lunch will be
enjoyed in thechurchkitchenrightafter the10:15a.m.worshipservice.Seeyou
there on May 27!

WALK FORWATER: SATURDAY, MAY 26
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You may add or remove someone from the prayer
list by contacting the church office. Additions
need not be members or attendees of the church.
Out of respect for individuals' privacy, please ask
permission before submitting their names.

Homebound/Sick
DeSales Callaghan, Jerry Alvey

At Nursing Homes
Virginia Quinton, Gloria Trice

Active Military and First Responders
Regan Edwards

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at

short notice.

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

Pentecost is
Coming!

There's nothing worth more; That
couldever comeclose; No thingcan
compare; You're our living hope.
Your presence, Lord. (From “Holy
Spirit” by Francesca Battistelli)

Wow! What an amazing spring it
has been!Well, maybe not weather-
wise. It seems like we are still
waiting for the spring weather to
arrive!But atBethesda,wehavehad
a wonderful first third of the year!
Bible study, The Great 2018 Bible
Challenge, Soup and Song, Matinee
Movie, St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and
Auction, Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper, Easter Sunday, Sunrise
Service at Choptank, new
contemporary worship service,
Conquering the Giants, remodeling
of the Lobby, and more! It has been
a busy and uplifting season for us!
And now with the celebration of
Easter behind us, we turn our
attention to the two big events
coming in May: Preston Walk for
Water andPentecost! I can’twait for
either one!
You will find more information
about Preston Walk for Water
elsewhere in this issue. Please plan
to take part in this event, either as a
Walker, a Helper or a Sponsor!
I amoneof thosepeoplewho loves
Pentecost. Let’s face it, it doesn’t
exactly command the attention of
other Christian holy days, like
Easter and Christmas. But that is
our loss, in my opinion. What could
be amore exciting thing to celebrate
than the coming of the Holy Spirit!
Jesus himself told his followers that
it was better for him to leave so the
Holy Spirit could come! With the

WEEKLY INCOME: APRIL 2018
Date

4/1
4/8
4/15
4/22
4/29

Attendance
9:00 10:15
30 65
10 37
12 37
13 32
19 29

Plate
Total*
$1,378.00
$316.00
$210.00
$238.00
$208.00

Envelope
Total*
$911.00
$706.00
$846.00
$1,121.00
$1,066.00

Total

$2,289.00
$1,022.00
$1,056.00
$1,359.00
$1,274.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to
Budget: 4 weeks @ $1,663 per
week = $6,652.00
•Actual Income: $7,022.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,638.33

•Average Attendance:
9:00: 16
10:15: 41

•Average Per Capita Income: $33.64
*indicates total from both services

PASTOR'S
MESSAGE

MONTHLY BULLETIN

Did we miss your birthday? Let us know, so we can update our records! continued on page 9

Kari Farnell 5/2
Tandy Morgan 5/9
Joyce Alderman 5/10

Chris Farnell 5/24
Donna Lane 5/25
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Bethesda now has two worship
services on SundayMorning. The new
9:00 service takes place in the Chapel,
and features contemporary (acoustic)
Christianmusic provided by keyboard
and guitars.We are always looking for
singers and musicians who would like
to be part of the service!
Comeearly and enjoy a cupof coffee
and a snack!

COMING IN JUNE: BETHESDA'S THIRD CAT'S MEOW!

As the conclusion to our
“Conquering the Giants” worship
series based on King David’s life, we
had a showing ofFacing theGiants on
April 22 in our Chapel. The viewers
may not have been numerous, but we
were treated to an inspiring and
uplifting movie, complete with
popcorn and movie candy! A great
time was had by all! We all agreed we
need to do this more often! What
movie would you like to see next?

It is with a grateful heart that I thank the people of Bethesda for all you do for
our church. We are a small but active congregation, and we’ve been very active
the last couplemonths!Partly inpreparation forEasterandpartly inpreparation
for our new 9:00am worship service, there has been much to do to get ready.
If you haven’t attended the 9:00 service yet, I encourage you to check it out
some Sunday. The music is NOT too loud, as some may fear. It is upbeat and
uplifting, led by a talented group of (mostly teenage) musicians!
I do want to say a special word of thanks to all those who have helped launch
the 9:00am service. It has been a huge undertaking! At the risk of inadvertently
omitting someone (I apologize if I do), I am going to name names:
•Praise Team: Jim and Cheryl Michael, Suzy Staehlin, Beka Yockey, Victoria
Tarbutton, Keith Cayer, Ryleek Acree.

•Hospitality: Joyce Alderman, Rick Nelson, Nikki Oakes
•Tech: Eric Cheezum, Thomas Cheezum, Bruce Boney
•Construction of the chancel screening: Chris Farnell
•Removal of the pews: Donna Lane
•Hanging of the shades and screen: Barry Pevey and Greg Turner
•Renovation and painting of the lobby: Doris and Gene Gerlach, Tandy
and Hank Morgan. Thanks to the Trustees for the go-ahead!
Many have donated items: an iPad to operate the projection, window shades,
materials for the screening of the chancel, a valance for the projection screen,
furnishings for the Lobby, candy, coffee and snacks!
Thanks to theAdministrativeCouncil for their convictionandsupport tomove
ahead! May we continue to glorify God in all that we do!

With a grateful heart,
Pastor Linda

Next month we expect to have our third Cat's Meow in stock.
Depicting the church in its current form, this model
measuresawhopping10"wideby45/8" tall, andwillmake
a grand addition to our existing models of Bethesda, or
to any collection of local memorabilia. Each model
costs $18 (plus shipping and handling, if mailed).

You canmake an order by emailing or calling the church office.
All proceeds from sales will go to the new boiler fund.

MATINEEMOVIE

NEW SERVICE OFF
TO A GREAT START!

WITH A GRATEFUL HEART
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CELEBRATING EASTE

He Is Rise

Beth
celebrated the Resurrec
We started out at Choptan
Service at 6:30 a.m. It was

that didn’t keep the worshipers
Next, we were back at Bethes
contemporary service in the C
praise by our new praise team

day was the brass quartet at the
which was beautifully decorat

a wonderful day of
resurrection of ou
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ER WITH BETHESDA

en Indeed!

hesda
ction with joy and gusto!
nk Marina for our Sunrise
a cool breezy morning, but
s from coming out to celebrate!
sda for the debut of our 9:00
Chapel. We were led in joyful
m! One of the highlights of the
e 10:15 service in the Sanctuary,
ted with lilies. All in all, it was
f celebration of the
ur Lord and Savior.
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By Heather Hahn
May 4, 2018 | CHICAGO (UMNS)

To find a way forward on the
denomination’s homosexuality
debate, bishops are recommending
the church allowmore freedom at the
conference and local church levels.
Under what the Council of Bishops
calls the One Church Plan, decisions
about whether to ordain LGBTQ
clergy or to officiate at same-gender
unions would be made closer to the
congregational level.
The plan would remove the
restrictive language against the
practice of homosexuality in the Book
Discipline, the denomination’s policy
book.Theplanalsoaddsassurances to
pastors and conferences who in good
conscience cannot perform same-sex
weddings or ordain “self-avowed
practicing” gay clergy that they don’t
have to do so. Central conferences —
church regions in Africa, Asia and
Europe — could maintain current
restrictions.
The plan “encourages a generous
unity by givingUnitedMethodists the
ability to address different missional
contexts in ways that reflect their
theological convictions,” said the
bishops’ press release.
While the majority of bishops
recommend theOne Church Plan, the
bishops also will submit two
additional plans as part of their report
to the special General Conference on
Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis. All
three possibilities had support among
some of the bishops.
Theother twoplanson the table are:
• The Traditionalist Plan would

affirm the current language in the
denomination’s Book of Discipline,
the denomination’s governing
document, and seek to strengthen
enforcement.
• The Connectional-Conference

plan would allow conferences to

choose among three connectional
conferences for affiliation. The
connectional conferences would align
based on theology or perspective on
LGBTQministry—be it traditionalist,
progressive or allowing for a variety of
approaches. This plan would require
multiple amendments to the
denomination’s constitution.
“Unity is a gift fromGod,but it’s also
something you have to work for,” said
Florida Area Bishop Kenneth H.
Carter Jr., the newly installed Council
of Bishops president, during a press
conference. He added that he is
hopeful for the process.
Carter is one of three bishops who
serves as moderator of the
Commission on aWay Forward, a 32-
member, bishop-appointed group
that has advised the council on
possible options forward.
The bishops do not plan to release
their vote tally on the One-Church
Plan, said Dakotas-Minnesota Area
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, outgoing
Council of Bishops president.
“Typically when I’ve worked with
consensus, you arrive at a placewhere
everybody says I can stand here,”
Ough said. “If you use that definition,
it’s fair tosaywedon’thaveconsensus.
But it is fair to say we have strong
affirmation.”
At the samepress conference,Ough,
Carter and Louisiana Area Bishop
Cynthia Harvey all declined to say
what plan or plans the bishops would
submit to General Conference, saying
that information would be released in
a press release later in the afternoon.
The release came out about three
hours later.
The press release said: "While the
bishops recommended the One
Church Plan, they affirmed that the
Connectional Conference Plan and
the Traditionalist Plan held values
that are important to the life andwork
of the church and will be included in

the final report to the Special Session
of General Conference..."
Before heading to General
Conference, all three plans still may
face hurdles.
At the bishops’ request, the Judicial
Council — the denomination’s top
court — will meet May 22-25 to
address any requests stemming from
thebishops’ submissions.Thebishops
also are requesting the top court have
an oral hearing as part of its session.
The bishops have not yet
determined all the questions they will
ask the Judicial Council, Ough said.
The church court alreadyhas agreed
to the bishops’ request to rule on
whether other petitions — in addition
to the report from the Council of
Bishops — can be submitted prior to
the convening of the special General
Conference. The deadline to submit
petitions to General Conference is
July 8.
The bishops’ recommendation aims
to bridge a decades-long division that
has grown so intense that, during the
2016General Conference, rumors of a
potential church split over
homosexuality reached a fever pitch.
General Conference authorized the
bishops in a 428-405 vote to form a
commission to advise them on
possible ways forward that foster
unity.
The Council of Bishops executive
committee laterdetailed“themission,
vision and scope” of the Commission
on a Way Forward.
The goal, the bishops said, is to
“design a way for being church that
maximizes the presence of a United
Methodist witness in as many places
in the world as possible” and “that
allows for as much contextual
differentiation as possible.”
Harvey, the bishops’ president-
designate, said that she and her
colleagues have lived with that
framework throughout this process.

NEWS & NOTICES
BISHOPS PROPOSE PLAN FORWAY FORWARD
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“It has had life beyondwhat I thinkwe
ever imagined,” she said.
The Rev. Mark Holland, a General
Conference delegate from the Great
Plains Conference, attended the
bishops’ meeting on behalf of his
delegation. At General Conference
2016, Holland made the motion that
eventually led to the bishops
launching the Way Forward process.
“It has been a collaborative process
between General Conference and the
bishops,” Holland told United
Methodist News Service. “In some
ways, the vote is going to be a
referendum on the bishops. Do we
trust the bishops’ discernment?”
He is pastor of Trinity Community
Church, a United Methodist
congregation in Kansas City, Kansas.
He has been blogging
urbanecclesiology.com about his
experience at the meeting.
For his part, Holland said, he
supports the one-church model.
“There is no model that is
unproblematic,” he said.Buthe said is
not fearful of the debatemoving to the
local-church level.
“The argument that we are
protecting our churches sounds as if
our churchmembers aren’t grownups
and can’t talk about these things,” he
said. “Our pastors have an
opportunity to model dialogue in a
healthy way. And I bet most churches
do it better than General Conference.
You love each other. You’ve been to
each others’ weddings and funerals.”
Carter sees strength in diversity.
“The council’s prayerful
deliberation reflected the diversity of
the global denomination on the
matter of homosexuality and many
other matters,” he said in the press
release. “The council affirms the
strength of this diversity and our
commitment to maintain the unity of
the church.”

BISHOPS PROPOSE PLAN FORWAY FORWARD

Statement from Bishop Peggy Johnson
In 2016, the General Conference asked the bishops of the United Methodist
Church to lead a process that would find a way forward for the church
concerning thematter of human sexuality and, in particular, the full inclusion
of gay and lesbian people in the church. At the Council of Bishopsmeeting last
week we have decided on what we will present to the delegates for their work
at the special-called session of General Conference in February 23-26, 2019.
The proposed way forward for our church keeps themission of Jesus Christ,
theunityof the church, and theaffirmationof contextbasedministry as thekey
foundational points for the future of the church. The Council of Bishops is
recommendinga“OneChurchPlan”* thathonors thesediverse contextual and
theological approaches in a proposal that offers space and grace forministry to
unfold. It also allows for the Central Conferences, especially those in Africa to
retain traditional language and values.
TheCouncil of Bishopswill include the other twoplans (“Traditional Plan”**
and “Connectional Plan”***) in their statement to the delegates and also
explain theprocess thatwas involved in reaching this conclusion. Thesewill be
transparent narratives of the two other options that were are a part of our
discernment and consideration. The final details of this will be available after
July 8th when all of the translations of the documents are complete. The
Council of Bishops agree to not discuss details or legislative proposals of the
plans until they are available to everyone.
I want to assure you that there has been considerable prayer, theological
reflection and deep conversation this week. We are of many hearts in this
denomination and also among the bishop colleagues there is diversity of
thoughts.
What do we do now in the meantime?
-We remain prayerful for the unity of the church. The bishops are calling for
everyone to consider pausing to pray each day from 2:23 and 2:26 (both a.m.
and p.m as is possible). Those times are the exact dates of our special called
sessionofGeneralConference (February23-26). Alsoweask that youconsider
entering into aWesley Fast (sundown on Thursday until noon on Friday) each
week in preparation for General Conference. Other prayer suggestions and
gatherings across the connection will be organized as well.
-We as United Methodists need to enter into an attitude of “convicted
humility.” According to the COB “This is an attitude which combines honesty
about the differing convictions which divide us with humility about the way in
which each of our views may stand in need of corrections. It also involves
humble repentance for all theways inwhichwehave spokenandacted as those
seeking to win a fight rather than those called to discern the shape of
faithfulness together. In that spirit, we wish to lift up the sacred core
commitmentswhichdefine theWesleyanmovementandgroundoursearch for
wisdom and holiness.”
Most importantly we keep doing the mission of the church. The
overwhelming work that we all support is making disciples for the
transformation of the world. We do this by church development and
redevelopment, encouraging new leaders, engaging in ministry with the poor
and improvingglobalhealth. UnitedMethodists arepeopleof grace, peaceand
hope. May it be so!



8 MAY 2018

FEATURES

May 10 marks the fifth anniversary of the passing of
Bethesda's former pastor, Rev. Bill Cruikshank, who
served in Preston from2010 to 2012. Bill and hiswife, Joy,
moved to Blacksburg, Virginia, after Bill's retirement,
where theyattendedBlacksburgUnitedMethodistChurch.
Bill delivered the following sermon in February 2013 –
regretably, it turned out to be his last. It is transcribedhere
verbatim from a recording sent to Bethesda by Joy a few
months after Bill's death.

First a word of introduction. My name is Bill Cruikshank,
and I’m a retired United Methodist Pastor from the Upper
New York Conference of the church, and we’ve been pew-
sitters here at Blacksburg since May [2012], and your
welcome to us has been warm and embracing, and for that
we give thanks. I also want to thank Reggie [Tuck, then-
minister atBlacksburgUMC] for askingme topreach today,
and for providing me with some assistance, because I have
some disabilities that make standing for any length of time
a little difficult, and in that regard: pastors usually stand at
the rear of the church and greet folk on the way out. I can’t
do that. But if you want to come up here afterwards, I’ll
receive as many of you as want to come. Okay?
TheEnglishword talent can be traced back to theBible, to
this Parable of the Talents [Matthew 25:18 – 40] that was
read this morning. We think of talent as a gift, a natural
ability, like drawing or singing, but in this parable, a talent
is a unit of money – a lot of money. A talent was a measure
of weight in silver, about sixty or seventy pounds. Multiply
that by today’s silverprices andyouget an ideaofwhatwe’re
talking about.
So, the master left each servant with a lot of money, a

precious legacy, a valuable estate. To one, he gave five
talents, over 300 pounds of silver; to another two talents;
and to a third, one talent. The one with five talents traded
them and earned five talents more: a 100 percent increase.
Ditto the guy with two talents. Good going, guys! The third
one, the one with only one talent, hid the money in the
ground.
NowMatthew is trying tomakeapointhere: Jesus’ return

to fully establish his kingdomhas beendelayed indefinitely.
So in themeantime,what are you supposed todo, sit around
and eat bon-bons? You’re supposed to be at work. When he
does return, he’s only going to ask you one question: “What
did you do with what I gave you?”
The third steward, the one who buried his under the

rosebush next to the pink flamingo in the backyard shocks
us. It doesn’t seem to be a responsible way to handle large
amounts of money. There’s banks for that, after all! So we
are surprised at the third guy’s irresponsible behavior.

But inJesus’ time,
they were not
shocked. Burying
money was an
acceptable way of
securing it in those
days. Remember
Jesus’ parable of the
treasure buried in
the field? Especially
in times of crisis –
and in the decade
following Jesus’
earthly ministry it
was one crisis after
another in Palestine
– people buried
their money and left it there. All those hearing this would
have praised this guy and chastised the others for their
reckless behavior.
No doubt Matthew was familiar with the tales of the

rabbis that described their Jewish religion as something to
be treasured and held close and protected – and for good
reason. They had been persecuted, first by the Babylonians,
then the Greeks and finally the Romans. For hundreds of
years thiswenton.NowondergoodJewsof the timethought
faith was something to be buried, as it were; to be protected
so it will survive and be passed on to the next generation.
Preserving, safeguarding, securing are natural reactions of
individuals or religionswho feel themselves under siege. So
perhaps Jesus is condemning the person who was doing
what a good Jew would be expected to do.
Jesus, in condemning the third guy, was making a point

that we are expected to use our faith: walk with it, love with
it, do it. It’s not something to sit on and hide. Like a master
ona long journey,heentrustedhis teachings tohisdisciples.
Some lived by them, applied them to their daily lives,
invested them, as it were, in the world. Somemerely talked
about their faith,especiallywiththosewhobelieved like they
did. And some didn’t do anything. They buried their faith.
“After all,” they said, “Faith is aprivatematter. It’s personal;
between little old you and your little oldGod. It’s to be there
when you need it. So, it’s here, somewhere, buried under all
this stuff. It’s to be there when you need it. Of course, I can’t
find it right now.” Religion is not to store, or hide, or bury,
and the person who does that doesn’t fare very well in this
parable. Religion is something to spread, to invest, use,
splurge, – yeah, risk. As a homespunphilosopher once said:
“Sitting in church doesn’t make you a Christian any more
than sitting in a chicken coop makes you a chicken.” That’s

REV. BILL CRUIKSHANK'S FINAL SERMON: "THE TALENTS"

Bill and Joy Cruikshank,
photographed in October 2011.
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what Jesus is saying in this parable: “What I have given you,
this treasure, I’vegivenyou tospend,use, invest in theworld
so that the world will be a better place.”
Secondly, though Jesus identified the talents with the

treasureof thegospel, thechurch immediately interpreted it
inotherways, according to the situation inwhich they found
themselves. In a way fit for our growing awareness of
ecology, they said the treasure is the bounty received by
God’s grace fromcreation, and, therefore, all thatwehave is
a gift from God.
The issue, especially in this time, has always been: Who

owns this place? Who owns this earth? It makes all the
difference in the world how you answer that question. And
the Christian faith has always been clear about this and the
parables, especially this one, areunequivocal.Wedon’t own
the earth; God does. What we have is on loan. Or better, it
is under our stewardship until the master returns, at which
timeyou’ll beaskedonequestion:whatdidyoudowithwhat
I gave you?
I came across a conversation many years ago between

Knud Rasmussen, a Danish researcher, and an Eskimo.
Rasmussen,whodied inthe1930’s, livedamongandstudied
theEskimos forover thirtyyears. Hedescribed themarginal
nature of Eskimo life, how they are totally dependent upon
the reliability of nature: the short summer, the thawing and
freezing of the ice, the abundance of fish and seals. But the
Eskimo said to Rasmussen that while they fear the cold and
other ravages of nature, most of all, “We fear the doings of
the heedless ones among us.”
Fifty years ago, this fear was heard as a curiosity coming

from a primitive culture to an advanced civilization. Today
it applies to every culture in the world, especially our own.
What we fear now are the heedless ones among us, those
whodon’t seemtocareabout thepreservationof thegift that
hasbeengiven tous.Thosewhopollute theair and thewater
are often rewarded by official Washington for doing just
that. And your congressman always votes to give them that
money. The world is in danger because at best we’ve only
read part of the Bible. We’ve read the part where God gives
us dominion. The part we perhaps haven’t read, or
internalized, is the demand that the earth is the Lord’s, and
the fullness thereof, and someday you will have to give an
accounting of your stewardship. What happened with
Hurricane Sandy happened, in large measure, because
we’ve forgotten whose world this really is.
But perhaps the most common understanding of this

parable is in our personal lives. The dictionary describes a
talent as a gift given to us to develop. That definition
conforms perfectly with the message of this parable. It’s
probably true that most of us bury our talents for the same

reason that the steward in this storyburiedhis talent…outof
fear. “I was afraid,” he said, “so I went and hid your talent.”
Around church you will hear testimonies about folks who
have learned the good news of the gospel and have changed
their lives because of what they have heard. They decided
that they were going to do now what they always felt they
should do but didn’t have the courage before to do. Perhaps
they were told by someone in the past that they were not
worthyofdoing it. ButChristian faithsays toeveryone: “You
are somebody!” God has given you wonderful gifts. It’s up
toyou touse them, invest them,develop them,bring themto
fruition so you can live the lifeGod intendedyou to live from
the beginning.
I hope you realize that not only is the gospel preached in

church an important factor in the renewal of life, so are the
personal words we say to one another. I have heard many
people, in telling their life story, mention it was an
encouragingword fromanother, perhaps a parent, a pastor,
a teacher, who said: “You can become whoever you want to
be. You can become whoever God intends you to be. You
have got the freedom to do just that.”
Alas, most folks never hear that liberating word.

Communicated to most persons from the time their first
efforts are ridiculed, or just ignored, is that their talents
aren’t worth much, and they end up living their lives
accordingly. Someof themliveall their livesas if theyarenot
worth much until, we hope, they come to church and hear
the liberating gospel of Jesus: “You are a child of God. You
are to be what God intends you to be.” In fact, the message
is much stronger in this parable. It’s in the imperative. You
must become who God created you to be, because one of
these days you’re going to be asked one question: “What did
you do with what I gave you?”
I heard William Sloan Coffin once remark in a sermon

that so much has been accomplished in human history by
people too naive to know it couldn’t be done. Grandma
Moses, the great American folk artist, comes tomind. I was
inmy adolescencewhen shewas active. She lived not too far
from where I did, though I never knew her. My dad knew
her, as he used to stop by her family’s roadside produce
stand in the summerwhen hewas driving home fromwork.
GrandmaMoses didn’t start painting until she was 81. Lots
of folks at 81 think that whatever talent they had in life has
been expended by that time. But encouraged by none other
than Norman Rockwell, who lived just ten miles away, just
over the line into Vermont, Grandma Moses painted.
Rockwell pulled some strings and got her work shown in
some major galleries in New York. And a star was born. A
late-blooming star, to be sure, but a star all the same. When

REV. BILL CRUIKSHANK'S FINAL SERMON: "THE TALENTS"

continued on page 11
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As I sit andwrite this it is the second
day of spring and the sleet and snow
are falling. I had intended to put this
together some time ago, but time
escapedme. Several weeks ago in one
of the warmer spells we had, I set out
to battle the “evil vine” (as I’ve been
inclined to call it) that grows in my
yard. Last year I noticed a second one

trying to move in as well, so I thought
I needed to get to work on them. As I
was working, God started to reveal
some things to me about connections
between the plant world and the
human world.
Weeds are often very lovely to look
at. The two particular ones that are in
my yard are vines. One flowers in the
spring and the other in the fall. They
both give off lovely looking flowers
and sweet aromas; however, in the
process they begin to choke and take
over the other plants. These weeds
grow and multiply very quickly. I
missedoneyearof trying tokeep them
at bay, and the vines had more than
doubled in their number. Weeds are
veryadeptatblending inwiththegood
plants as well. Sometimes they seem
to pounce on the areas of new growth
and take hold of them before they are
able to get fully established. Weeds
also tend to blend well with other
plants. In my flower garden, when
plants first begin to break through the
dirt, I often can’t tell the difference
between theweeds and the flowers. It
isn’t until a little timepasses, that I am
able to see the differences.
Once weeds have been identified,
getting rid of them is the next step.
Sometimes weeds will come out

quicklyandeasily,butmoreoftenthey
are difficult to get rid of. Endless
pulling, cutting, and sometimes even
pruning or the goodplant is necessary
in order to get rid of the weeds.
Sometimes you can’t find where the
weed begins unless some of the good
plant is cut or pruned. One of the
definitions for prune that I found
apropos is “to reduce the extent of
(something) by removing superfluous
or unwanted parts.” When
intentional pruning is done it causes a
strengthening and can bring new
growth. In certain circumstances,
pruning, if not done correctly, can
cause the good plant to wither and
eventually die. Unfortunately
sometimes when battling a weed,
good plants get uprooted as well.
The timing of battling the weeds is
also important. I have found with my
weedyvines, that if I battle themin the
colder temperatures, when they are
fairly dormant and there are fewer
plants around, that they are easier to
find, and easier to get rid of. Once I
find the main branch, I cut off the
shoots and then apply weed killer
right at the root. Because these vines
are often so entrenched in my good
plants, I have to ask my husband to
help pull the vine out, but then also
help to pick up all the vines and carry
to the burn pile.
It occurred to me that there are
Christian weeds in life as well.
Sometimes Christians seem “pretty”
on the outside and seem to blend in
with the Christians around them, but
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asked by a journalist why she started painting so late in life, she said that since
childhood, she’d always underestimated difficulties and that caused her to tackle
projects other, more reasonable people said couldn’t be solved.
GrandmaMoses isawonderfulobject lesson for stewardsofJesus’ teachings. It’s

a lesson for stewards of the environment who say that nothing can be done to stop
this destruction of the planet. And it is for us as stewards of our own lives, whenwe
are told thatwearenotgoingtoachieveverymuch. Investanyway.Takewhat’sbeen
given to youanduse it. Seewhathappens.You’ll be surprised.What are youwaiting
for?
Let us pray.God, the giver of every good andperfect gift, awakenus to the talents

that youhave givenus.Causeusnot tobury thembut touse them, to invest in them,
that the earth shall be full of your glory, as the waters cover the sea. Amen.

Bill photographed after his final service at Bethesda in May 2012.

are actually weeds in disguise. They
will latch onto new Christians and
begin to choke them out. Christian
weeds will grow and multiply quickly
and can overtake other Christians
with their ideals and values. Just as in
the plant world, Christian weeds
cannot be kept, they must be gotten
rid of. Sometimes pruning of these
weedsmay cause other “good” or true
Christians to be pruned out as well,
which is unfortunate. When pruning
Christian weeds, sometimes help is
needed to pick up the pieces and sort
out the good from the bad. One thing
we can rely on from nature is that the
act of pruning and getting rid of the
weeds, can only serve to strengthen
what is good and make room for new
growth.

Kari Farnell

REV. BILL CRUIKSHANK'S FINAL SERMON: "THE TALENTS" (cont.)

FEATURES
WEEDYVINES! (cont.)

Holy Spirit could come! With the coming of the Holy Spirit, we get the very
presence of Jesuswithus at all times.Wemaynot have gotten towalk the earth
at the same time as Jesus, but through the Holy Spirit, Jesus walks with each
one of us every day! That’s what we celebrate on Pentecost.
Along with the coming of the Holy Spirit, we also celebrate the birth of the
church! May 20th is the date, and I hope to see you here as we celebrate the
world-changingpresenceof theHolySpirit!HolySpirit, youarewelcomehere!

Pastor Linda

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

OnApril 23, 1968,TheUnited
Methodist Church was
created when Bishop Reuben
H. Mueller (pictured, left),
representing The Evangelical
United Brethren Church, and
Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of The
Methodist Church joined hands at the
constituting General Conference in Dallas, Texas.
With the words, "Lord of the Church, we are
united in Thee,
in Thy Church
andnow inThe
U n i t e d
M e t h o d i s t
Church," the
n e w

denomination was given birth by two
churchesthathaddistinguishedhistoriesand
influential ministries in various parts of the
world. Theological traditions steeped in the
Protestant Reformation and Wesleyanism
and relationships that dated back almost two
hundred years facilitated the union.
(www.umc.org)
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