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We are thrilled to announce that since our appeal last
month the congregation of Bethesda stepped up and
donated $24,000 to the new boiler fund by year's end.
These donations represent forty percent of the total
cost of the boiler project. We cannot thank all the
contributors enough for their steadfast support.
As of Thursday, December 21, the new furnace was

up and running, and we were able to hold Christmas
Eve and Sunday services in the Sanctuary. The
basement and crawlspace beneath the Sanctuary and
Chapel are also asbestos-free.We are grateful to Shaw's
Heating of St. Michaels for their loyalty to us through
the project, and their continued helpfulness as we fine-
tune the system going forward. They have been
incredibly attentive.
As you can see from the "thermometer" at right, we

still have a long way to go. Over the next year, we will
be offering a number of opportunities for you to
continue to donate (see below). Any amount you can
give will be deeply appreciated. Checks may be made
out to the church, with "New Furnace" in the memo,
and can be mailed to P.O. Box 147, Preston, MD
21655, ATTN:Wanda Prothero. If you would like to
give in honor or memory of a loved one, please include
thosedetails in anote accompanying yourdonation and
we will list them in a forthcoming issue.
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BOILER FUND

STATUS

Even with two-fifths of the cost already raised, paying for the
new furnace is going to be a long-term project. In an effort to
make the process a little more fun, each month or so Bethesda
is going to sponsor a different kind of fundraiser. It is our hope
that everyone will contribute what they can, large or small, when
they can. No amount is too small, and no time is inopportune.
In order to demonstrate how quickly small donations can

make a large dent in our debt, this month we are going to focus
on pocket change. We want everyone to scour their sofas, dig
through their pockets, dump out those forgotten kitchen

drawers, and shake those piggy banks, and bring those coins to Bethesda when you come.
We will have a change barrel available for you to drop your deposit in, and every week you
will be able to see how quickly even the smallest gestures can make big things happen. Our
goal for this month is to raise $1,000 in addition to weekly offerings – entirely from our
pocket change. Can we do it, Bethesda?

NEW BOILER UPDATE

$24,000! Yes, that is the total, as of December 31, that has been donated to the boiler
fund! Thank you all for your generous and sacrificial giving! I am so impressed with your
generosity and your willingness to pull together to meet this financial challenge!

Pastor Linda
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Happy New Year! It seems like every time I blinked this year, a
wholemonthwent by!We’ve had a great year atBethesda! There has
been so much to celebrate. And now we look ahead at a brand new
year! There is something about a fresh calendar that fills me with
curiosity. Yes, I still use a paper calendar. I like to be able to see the
whole month and the whole year laid out in front of me. A new
calendar alwaysmakesmewonder what events and happenings will
fill its pages by the end of the year. What will have happened that
we’re not expecting right now?Whatwill we be celebrating this time
next year? What new things will become part of our life?

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME: NOVEMBER 2017
Date

11/5

11/12

11/19

11/26

Attendance

32

40

40

32

Plate

$862.00

$201.00

$103.32

$211.00

Envelopes

$740.00

$1,225.00

$962.50

$865.00

Total

$1,602.00

$1,426.00

$1,065.82

$1,076.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1,663 per week): $6,652.00

•Actual Income: $5,169.82
•Average Weekly Income: $1,376.01
•Average Attendance: 44
•Per Capita Income: $31.31

You may add or remove
someone from the prayer list by
contacting the church office.
Additions need not be members
or attendees of the church.

A New Year!

Homebound/Sick
Gloria Trice, Dot Lane,
DeSales Callaghan

At Nursing Homes
Virginia Quinton

Active Military and
First Responders

Regan Edwards

General Prayers
Victims of recent shootings

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at short

notice.
Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

to

Bethesda United
Methodist Church

continued next page

WEEKLY INCOME: DECEMBER 2017
Date
12/3
12/10
12/17
12/24
12/31

Attendance
40
37
45
45
32

Plate
$124.51
$153.00
$548.34
$653.00
$431.00

Envelopes
$2,026.00
$815.00
$1,057.00
$1,237.00
$690.00

Total
$2,150.51
$968.00
$1,605.34
$1,890.00
$1,121.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,663 per week): $8,315

•Actual Income: $7,734.85
•Average Weekly Income: $1,370.71
•Average Attendance: 44
•Per Capita Income: $31.05

MONTHLY BULLETIN
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NEWS & NOTICES

DELIVERING CHRISTMAS DINNERS

This year Bethesda delivered
food bags and turkeys to thirteen
families at Preston Elementary
School for Christmas. Thanks to
everybody who donated food,
turkeys, and money. A special
thanks to the Adult Singles Club
for their nice food donation, and
also to Tractor Supply for the
donation of the bags. The school
was very appreciative and I'm sure
the families that got them were
happy as well.

Donna Lane Danny Morris loads food bags for delivery.

ANNUALWOMEN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY

On December 15, the women of Bethesda held their annual Christmas party for the
second year at the home of Doris and Gene Gerlach. Twelve ladies attended and enjoyed
a delicious luncheon and fun, fellowship, games, and a gift exchange. It started to snow
before the party was over, but everyone made it home safely. Thanks to the Gerlachs for
hosting the party. We appreciate it and we all had a great time!
Standing, from left: Mary Cheezum, Sandy Bailey, Doris Gerlach, Isabel Brannock,

Wanda Prothero, Carol Miller, Barbara Sanders, Donna Lane, and Joyce Alderman.
Kneeling: Patsy Lord, Charlotte Nickerson, Rev. Linda Pevey.

It's a brand new year and it would be a good time to start using church envelopes. There
is one for each Sunday of the year and it tracks your giving for the year. A number is
assigned to the giver and you would get credit for your cash donation. Even if you use
checks, it is still a good system. If you would like to have a box, let Donna Lane know.

NOTES OF THANKS

Thank you Bethesda UMC for your
generous gift. I am truly blessed towork for
such a great church and group of people.

Nichole Oakes

Thank you all for the generous Christmas
bonus. I appreciate it very much. Thank
you, too, for the gift certificate to Suicide
Bridge Restaurant that you gave me during
Pastor Appreciation month. Both will be
put to good use!

Pastor Linda

Thank youBethesda for your kind gift for
Christmas! I appreciate your support of the
musical programs we have in place at
Bethesda. Thank you for you allowing me
to serve in ministry at Bethesda United
Methodist Church.

Kari Farnell

PASTOR'S MESSAGE
(continued from Page 2)

One new thing I hope you will make part
of your life this year is a Bible study group.
If I had to pick the one most important
thing for each of us to commit to in 2018, it
would be Bible study. The Bible is the
foundation for all we do as the church. The
Bible is the foundation for who we are
becoming as Christians.
I can’t tell youhowmanypeoplehave said

to me in the time I’ve been at Bethesda, “I
really don’t know much about the Bible.”
Whether you know a lot or a little, there is
one thing for sure: none of us knows too
much about the Bible. There is so much
more to know, so much more to learn, so
manyways inwhich theBiblewill transform
us individually and as the church, if we
spend time reading it, studying it, and truly
listening to the voice of God in it.
Bible study groups will be available on

various days and times throughout the
week.My prayer for this NewYear for each
oneofus is thatwewill commit tobeingpart
of a Bible study in 2018. Look for more
information elsewhere in this newsletter
about our first Bible study of the year, a
study of the book of Acts.

Pastor Linda
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During a worship service in November, I challenged the congregation to “Dare to
Dream”about the church, and the church’s role in the community. I believe thatGod speaks
through eachoneof us.Whenwe sharewhatwebelieveGod is calling us todo, a vision starts
to take shape. I appreciate all the input you shared.
One person’s dream is to see more Bible study opportunities. I must confess that is one

ofmydreams aswell, andwe arewell on theway tomaking that happen, startingwith a study
of the book of Acts this month. Many of you wrote some variation of this dream: to see the
church grow, to bring in young families and more children. For many of you, your dream
is to see the pews full again. I want that, too. That is really the result, the end, that we want.
But how do we do that? What are the means that will get us to that end?
Ministry to andwith our community seems to be part of the answer. Here are some things

that you shared on your “dream” cards: ministry to the elderly; ministry to battered women;
a petministry to visit shut-ins.Others of you expressed a desire to know the community and
its residents better so we would know how to serve them. Others expressed a desire for us
to find our niche, so to speak, so that we could make a real difference in the community. All
those dreams are related by outreach to our community.
One other person wrote of their dream to see the local churches working together. I am

thrilled to tell you that is happening as I write this. A new Preston Ministerium has formed
consisting of Immanuel Lutheran, Bethlehem Wesleyan, Mt. Calvary UMC and Bethesda.
There is lots of excitement about this among my clergy colleagues. We’ve been talking
primarily about how we can come together and consolidate our resources, in order to be a
blessing to this community. There will be more news on that later in January.
The Administrative Council will be busy praying over and discussing the dreams you’ve

shared. More details will be coming soon. In the meantime, please keep the church and its
leaders in your prayers as they work to discern God’s direction for our ministry in 2018.

Pastor Linda

NEWS & NOTICES

"Act Like a Christian!" When you hear
thosewords, what do you think?What does
it mean to act like a Christian? Be honest?
Treat people nicely? Don’t steal?
All that is true. But there’s somuchmore.

The biblical book of Acts reveals just what
it means to “act” like a Christian, and it
might just surprise you! Maybe you think
Christians are a bunch of wimps. Not so.
Act with Power! Maybe you think
Christians give up and give in to anything.
Not so. Act with Perseverance! Or maybe
you think church is just the same old, same
old. Not when we Act with Creativity!
Power, perseverance, and creativity are

just three of the “acts” revealed in our
series, Act UP, starting January 14. In
addition to the worship series, we will be
studying the bookofActs in ourBible study
groups. Be sure to join us for this eye-
opening look at what it really means to act
like a Christian. When we do, we can truly
“Be the Church! Change the World!”
The book of Acts is one of the most

exciting books in the Bible. It tells the story
of the beginning of the Christian church
and its spread in about thirty years from the
remote town of Jerusalem, to the “ends of
the earth” at that time, the city of Rome. It
is a story sure to amaze you and inspire you,
as it opens our eyes to what it means to be
“the church.” Details are available on
Sundays in the bulletin, or you can send an
email to Pastor Linda at
pastorlinda406@comcast.net.

ACT LIKE A

CHRISTIAN!

Add a little joyful warmth
to the cold days of winter at
our ol’ fashioned hymn sing
on Sunday, January 28, at
3:00p.m.Comeout and sing
some of your favorites. Top
it off with a bowl of piping
hot homemade soup! Be
sure to invite your friends!

SOUP & SONG:

JANUARY 28

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Bethesda sent out awagon-loadof carolers on the eveningofDecember 10.DannyMorris
pulled thewagon, CharlotteNickerson navigated, and ourmerry band brought comfort and
joy to theTidewater Farms development and the houses alongWilliamson Street. From left:
Rick Nelson, Danny Morris, Suzy Staehlin, Jim Michael, Charlotte Nickerson, Cheryl
Michael, SusannahCheezum,Patsy andBusterLord,ZoëHacker,VioletCheezum,Thomas
Cheezum, Eric Cheezum, Jill Cheezum, and TomCheezum. Special thanks toGreg Turner
for the use of his flat wagon.

DARE TO DREAM
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NEWS & NOTICES
GOD'S GRACE REVEALED – AGAIN

I want to begin – as I always do – I want to begin by saying to you:
rejoice. Rejoice, because the Good News never changes. It is sure, it
is true, and it is powerful unto salvation.Grace,mercy, andpeace are
ours from God our Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
working of the Holy Spirit, and so we say Amen. I'm also very
pleased to be here today, Eric, and appreciate the offer to come and
speak. And I want to thank Pastor Pevey, Linda, for giving up her
pulpit this morning to me, and for her cordial welcome and
assistance to me. I've been looking forward to this day for a good
long while now, and the day has come, and I'm glad to be with you.
To talk about Luther and the Lutheran Reformation/Protestant

Reformation is not an easy job, because the whole movement is
reallymore complicated thanmost of us are aware of. Lutherans like
to simplify the story, as we all do, with our heroes and heroines. I
daresay the same is true of Methodists when they think about and
talk about the Wesley brothers and the other heroes of the revival
of faith in England and the American colonies. But that said, there
is no doubt in my mind that Luther was one of those historical
figures who triggered a sea change, a sea change, not only in church
history, but in history in general, in a way that affected the whole
political landscape in Europe and, eventually, in the New World.
And to knowhis story is to know that inMartin Luther, and through
MartinLuther,God's amazing gracewas revealed again in theworld.
When I say "again," it is very intentional, of course. I have in mind
the original revelation of that grace, in his Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Word of God incarnate. The one whom St. Paul refers to as the
second Adam, the second representative human being. In Christ,
the scriptures tell us, God revealed his unfathomable love for the
whole world of humanity, through his holy life, lived for us in our
stead, for his enormous sacrifice of his life on the cross for us for the
forgiveness of our sins. And in his glorious triumph over that last
great enemy of humankind, as Paul refers to death, through his
glorious resurrection. "Because I live," says the Christ, "You shall
live also with me, into the ages of ages, into all eternity."
Listen to how Luther put it in one of his writings. By the way,

Luther is responsible for over 130 volumes ofwritings in a relatively
short span of time, from 1517 to 1546. Listen to what he says, and
it'll give you a taste of Luther if you don't read much Luther: "So
when the devil throws your sins in your face and declares that you
deservedeath andHell, tell him this: 'I admit that I deservedeath and
Hell, what of it? For I knowonewho suffered andmade satisfaction
on my behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and where
he is there I shall be also.'" He had awaywith the common language
of his land, the German language, which, by the way, he kind of
codified. It was really kind of a hodgepodge of dialects and so forth,
and what we call today Hochdeutsch Luther is responsible for
through his writings. Anyway, this is the kind of writing that he's

The following is the first part of a transcription of Rev. Dr. Robert
Mordhorst's Homecoming sermon, delivered October 1, 2017.

CHARGE CONFERENCE

Images from Charge Conference on December 6: top, Pastor Linda opens the
service; middle, Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Brown preaches; bottom: Pastor Linda and
Pastor David Griffin, of Harmony UMC, serve communion. continued next page
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Bethesda's first
modern heating
system was a
coal-fed steam

plant that was installed in the basement
under the chapel wing during the
renovationof 1903.Engineers J.R.&R.E.
Smith of Ridgely performed the work.

NEWS & NOTICES
HOMECOMING SERMON
(continued from Page 5)

This article is reprinted from https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/lessons-of-
epiphany

Epiphany is a loaded day on the Christian
calendar.
Epiphany is the 12th day after Christmas,

January 6, which is also the day before the
Orthodox Church’s Christmas Day,
January 7. That means Epiphany is also
OrthodoxChristmasEve. Sohowandwhat
Epiphany celebrates depends onwhere you
are in the Christian community.
And it’s a lot.
The word Epiphany comes from the

Greek word epiphania, whichmeans divine
manifestation, and it references a visit of a
god to earth.
In some Christian traditions, Epiphany

celebrates the day Jesus is baptized: His
divinity and role on earth are revealed as he
comes up out of the water, the Holy Spirit
descendsonhimand theWitness inHeaven
says, “This ismy beloved Son inwhom I am
well pleased.”
Other Christian traditions include Jesus’

miracle of turning water into wine at the
wedding feast in Cana in Galilee in
Epiphany celebrations of the revelation of
Jesus as the Christ.
In The United Methodist Church and

many other Western traditions, Epiphany
marks the arrival of the Magi from the East
who bring worship and gifts of devotion to
the Christ Child, revealing his divinity.
Other traditions yet cite all of the above in

their Epiphany celebrations of the Divine
Visitation in the life of Jesus Christ.

Old Christmas
Growing up, mymother called Epiphany

“Old Christmas,” a term that reflects the
West’s switch from the Julian calendar to
our current Gregorian one and explains
whyOrthodoxChristmas is on January7. In
our family tradition, the daymarked the end
of the holidays, because when even Old
Christmas was over, it was time to take

famous for. Writing that caught the
attention not only of the learned, the
university-trained, the clergy, but the
common people, whom I must suppose –
many of whom did not read – I must
suppose they learned to read when they
heard what Luther was saying and sharing
with them.
Now this is, of course, not to say that the

Gospel, aswecall thisGoodNews,was ever
totally lost to the church before Luther
came along. There were others before him
that knew the Good News. People like
Savonarolla, an Italian priest in Florence;
Jan Hus, a Czech cleric who was burned at
the stake for saying the same things that
Luther said later; or John Wycliffe in
England, the first translator of the Bible
from Latin into English. But all of these
were silenced in oneway or another, mostly
by execution,mostly by burning, before the
word could get out to the countless
Christians who still labored each day under
theburdenof a legalistic distortionofGod's
word, ignorant of the liberating Gospel in
Christ Jesus. But with the emergence of this
German, Augustinian monk named Martin
Luther, the word spread quickly through
the Holy Roman Empire, and, yes, beyond
theHolyRomanEmpire, giving birth to the
Protestant Reformation, and in the process
reshaping the social order and political
alignments of the western world. There is a
sense in which Luther's reformation
movement turned the world upside down
again, like the early disciples did when they
went out with the Gospel in the first place,
proclaiming it everywhere in the Roman
empire, and so it was said of them, the early
church, they “turned the world upside
down.”
Now when I say that God's grace was

revealed in Luther, it is very intentional
because it is true. It is true. But, of course,
I'm not equating Luther with Christ – by no
means. What I am saying is that through
Luther– the sonof aGermancopperminer,
a sinful human being like every one of us in
this room, and every one in this world –

through this man Luther, God restored the
message of his grace in Christ as revealed in
the holy scriptures, which had all but been
lost to the church of his day. When one
studies the life of Luther, there is simply no
rational explanation, as your pastor and I
were talking about in her office earlier, no
rational explanation of how this man of
humble origins, from a backwater town in
northeast Germany, way away from the
centers of power, a man plagued
throughout his early life by a judgment of
himself basedon the law that hewashearing
every day of the church of his time, a man
who trembled when he went before the
Lord in his church and wherever he went --
how this man could have been responsible
for what we call the Reformation. How this
man could stand at the Diet of Worms, the
assembly at Worms, Germany, before the
emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, the
Pope's personal delegate to this diet, having
come there to bring Luther back for trial
and execution, and all of the princes of the
principalities thatmake up theHoly Roman
Empire – stand before them all and make a
bold confession of his faith, and refuse to
recant what he had written based on his
reading in the holy scriptures.
It was there atWorms that he spoke these

now-famous words before the powers that
be, almost certain that the next step would
be his execution by burning, listen: "I
cannot choose but adhere to the word of
God, which has possession of my
conscience. Nor can I possibly, nor will I
ever, make any recantation, since it is
neither safe nor right to act contrary to
conscience. Here I stand, I cannot do
otherwise, so help me God. Amen."

To be continued next issue.

LESSONS OF

EPIPHANY

continued next page
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FEATURES

Although this article is written from a secular point of view, just imagine the spiritual benefits! Read on.
Happy New Year! –Pastor Linda

This Is the Easiest New Year’s Resolution to Keep
By Sarah Robb O’Hagan, CEO of Flywheel Sports

It’s that time of year again, when a month of epic celebration and partying begins to
simmer down, and we quickly realize we need to buckle down in those chilly early weeks
of the new year if we’re going to have lots to celebrate at the end.
Most of us set New Year’s resolutions and break them by the middle of February. So

if you want a goal that will truly enhance your life experience— and is easy to commit to
— I have the answer: Get to know people you normally wouldn’t.
We’re all creatures of habit, and it’s far easier to have lunch every daywith the samework

mates, hang out on the weekends with the same friends or keep attending the same
industry events with colleagues. But when we follow our routines, we maintain our same
views of the world andmiss out on the opportunity for growth— and fulfillment— that
comes with meeting different people.
There are so many benefits to getting outside of our comfort zones to connect with

those least like ourselves. First up, studies have shown that greater innovation is born out
of combining diverse perspectives. Having lunch with someone from a different
department might just provide the spark you need to solve a problem that has you
stumped. I have found time and again in my own career and from seeing others around
me thatwe doour bestworkwhenweunderstand our shining strengths aswell as the areas
where we’re weak — and find partners who can complement us. Are you naturally
creative? Pair up with an analytical buddy and swap ideas. Are you an extrovert? Seek out
an introvert and listen intently to what she has to say. You might be inspired.
After the tumultuous year we’ve all just been through, we desperately need to

thoughtfully engage with one another in 2018. We read all the time about the negative
impact that socialmedia “echochambers” arehavingonournational andglobal discourse.
The only way this is going to change is if we take the first steps ourselves.
Somakeyour resolution.Commit in2018 tohave at least one conversation amonthwith

someone you wouldn’t normally spend time with. Maybe you say yes to someone who
reaches out for mentoring. Maybe you make a list of people you see in the elevator every
day whom you don’t really know, and make sure to chat with each of them by the end of
the year. Maybe you plan a vacation to a part of the country you’ve never visited before,
and commit to sparking up a conversation with locals about their favorite parts of town.
Expanding your social horizons is simple, and it will change your year. Resolve.

SET YOURSELF UP FOR A FANTASTIC 2018!

down the Christmas tree. Other than that,
we really didn’t pay much attention to
Epiphany.
That is, until the local news started

covering Three Kings Day.
In the mid-1970s the Hispanic

community in my city had grown to the
point that their traditions began to garner
attention — especially since one of their
traditions was celebrating Epiphany with a
big parade through the streets of Spanish
Harlem. The Magi were depicted as three
enormous, colorfully painted, papier-
mâché “king” puppets leading a procession
that included a camel, lots of parents and
children, toys for children in the
neighborhood and huge papier-mâché gifts
for the baby Jesus in a crèche scene
stationed at a church on the route.
A sight like that mademe think about the

Magi. Who were they? How could a star
constellation be so unusual as to move rich
kings to leave the comforts of wealth and to
cross deserts spanning East to West in
search of the Christ Child? How did they
know the special star signaled the birth of a
Christ Child? What book of prophesy was
that written in? They weren’t looking at the
Hebrewscriptures, becausewhywould they
then have had to stop to inquire of King
Herod, who called in the Jewish priests and
scholars? What was the religion of Magi
anyway?Theyweren’t Jews, so how is it that
God was talking to them through their
religion, which apparently included
astrology, which I’d been taught was not
Christian?

Epiphany Lessons
Nearly 30 years later, I still have no

substantial answers to these questions
about theMagi. But Epiphany continues to
reveal to me important lessons about
following Jesus the Christ on a shrinking
earth and in a nation that’s increasingly
diverse.
Here are a few Epiphany lesson for me,

found in Scripture and from my

neighborhood:
• Jesus the Christ can be revealed in

different ways, places, times and cultures.
• Unexpected strangers can bring

unexpected, but needed, treasures.
• With God, acts of love and kindness

trump theology and protocol.
• God spoke to theMagi over 2,000 years

ago, and after 30 years of asking, I still don’t
know who they were or why God was
talking to them. There’s no reason to
believe God’s not doing things like this in
my neighborhood, our nation and in the

world today.
Yvette Moore

Yvette Moore is director of communications for
United Methodist Women.

LESSONS OF

EPIPHANY
(continued from Page 6)
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