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NEW WORSHIP SERIES: FINDING YOUR WAY BACK TO GOD

Trunk or Treat will be here before you know it! This is a
fun event sponsored by the local churches: Immanuel
Lutheran,BethlehemWesleyan,Bethesda, and–new to the
group this year – Mt. Calvary UMC. It seems like every kid
in Preston comes to it, so we need your help, Bethesda.We
need donations of candy, of course, and we need people
whowould like to handout candy at the event. It isOctober
31 at the carnival grounds. And if you are creative andwant

to decorate your “trunk,” go for it! (Decorations are optional.) Let’s have a good showing
from Bethesda again this year, and support this great community event for our kids!
Questions can be directed to Mike Clough.

CHARGE CONFERENCE NEWS
Bethesda's 2017 Charge Conference will take placeWednesday, December 6, at 6:00
p.m., atBethesda. In keepingwith theDistrictOffice's new "cluster" approach to charge
conferences, we will join with Mt. Calvary and Harmony/Ames, collectively hosting a
short worship service, and then following up with administrative matters. Charge
Conference forms should be submitted to Pastor Linda byNovember 1.

Finding your Way Back to God: 5 Commitments for 5 Weeks
Most of us, inside and outside the church, would saywe believe inGod.Maybe
at one time,we even felt close toGod. Then life just got in theway andwe drifted.
But something is missing.
Wherever you’re from, no matter your past hurts, shame, or regrets, whether
you call yourself Christian or not, you have something deep inside you that longs
for a connection with God. It’s part of being human.
OnOctober 15,wewill begin our study ofFinding YourWayBack toGod. This
study is all about finding our way to God, or finding our way back to God,
whichever the case may be. Many people come to church their whole life, but
never really connect with God. If that is you, this is the book for you. If you’ve
had ebbs and flows in your relationship with God (and we all have), this is the
book for you. If you aren’t sure where you are in your relationship with God, this
is the book for you.
But this is more than simply reading a book. This is going to be our focus as a

Continued on Page 6
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There is a wonderful gospel song that goes like this:
Tell somebody; Tell somebody about Jesus.
How he set you free; Gave you the victory.
Tell somebody; Tell somebody about Jesus.
Tell somebody about the goodness of the Lord.

It is a songwith a very catchy tune.Every time I hear it (which isn’t
often enough), I can’t help but sing along! With the upbeat mood
and tempo of the song, I’m usually still singing it a few days later!
The song celebrates the goodness of Jesus, for sure, but it really

speaks to something else: “telling” people about Jesus. When you
stop and think about it, Jesus has done so much for us, including
giving his own life so that we can experience forgiveness from our
mistakes, abundant life here and now, and eternal life some day.We
should be singing our praises and thanksgiving every day!
I know for many of us telling someone about Jesus is not a

comfortable thing to do. You might be surprised to discover that
people really dowant tohear fromtheir friends abouthowtheir faith
has changed their lives. You don’t have to preach; you don’t have to
quote scripture. You don’t have to tell them everything you know!
Just tell them some simple way in which your faith or your church

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

WEEKLY INCOME: SEPTEMBER 2017
Date

9/3

9/10

9/17

9/24

Attendance

39

34

39

46

Plate

$871.00

$151.43

$201.00

$107.00

Envelopes

$1,155.00

$935.00

$675.00

$1,205.00

Total

$2,026.00

$1,086.43

$876.00

$1,312.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1,663 per week): $6,652.00

•Actual Income: $5,300.43
•Average Weekly Income: $1,376.01
•Average Attendance: 45
•Per Capita Income: $30.78

You may add or remove
someone from the prayer list by
contacting the church office.
Additions need not be members
or attendees of the church.

Tell Somebody!

Homebound/Sick
Gloria Trice, Dot Lane, DeSales Callaghan, Florence

Nelson

At Nursing Homes
Virginia Quinton

Active Military and First Responders
Regan Edwards

General Prayers
Victims of recent hurricanes

Pastor Linda's Office Hours
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
These hours are subject to change at short

notice.
Church Office Hours
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Pastor Linda
pastorlinda406@comcast.net

410-673-7538

Church Office
BethesdaChurchOffice@gmail.com

410-673-7538

to

Bethesda United
Methodist Church

Continued Next Page
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NEWS & NOTICES

Sunday School may seem like an antiquated concept these days. But
consider all the negative messages our children are bombarded with daily. If
nothing else, SundaySchool provides somepositive counter-programming to
much of what the culture is teaching our kids.
But there is so much more. What parent doesn’t want their children to be

learning the value of loyalty, acceptance, respect, forgiveness, and service?
Our new Sunday School curriculum, Deep Blue Kids, incorporates Bible

stories, science activities, arts and crafts, animated video storytelling, and
active games into a fun and creative weekly experience.
TheDeepBlue kids—Asia, Edgar, andKat—will lead the children through

the Bible using animated videos that tell the story. The children’s materials
(the Bible Story Stuff and the Kids Activity Stuff) are colorful and engaging,
encouraging the children to “dive deeper” into the Bible and explore their
faith in fun and age-appropriate ways.
Check out deepbluekids.com for more info and a free app for parents that

will help you to reinforce the weekly lesson with your kids.
All 1st to 5th graders are invited to take part! It all starts October 1, at 10:15am (concurrent with our worship service). We hope your kids

will join us as we explore the depths of the Bible! Be sure to tell your friends who have children. They will love Deep Blue Kids!

THINK YOUR CHILDREN DON'T NEED SUNDAY SCHOOL?

The Parsonage is now available for
rent. If you know anyone looking for a
house to rent, please refer them to
Donna Lane. 410-673-2161.

PARSONAGE FOR RENT
Once again we are filling shoe boxes with school supplies, toys, hygiene items, socks, and

whatever will fit in the boxes according to the Operation Christmas Child brochures
provided by Samaritan’s Purse (see list below). The boxes need to be in church no later than
Sunday, November 19, so that they can be blessed and delivered to the collection center.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS
•TOYS: Include items that childrenwill immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed
animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise
(with extra batteries), etc.

•SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper,
solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.

•NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc.
•ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights
(with extra batteries), etc.

•APERSONALNOTE:Youmay enclose a note to the child and aphotoof yourself or your
family. If you include your name and address, the child may be able to write back.

•DONOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives
or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications
or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

Last month, Bethesda collected nearly
$1,500 in money donations for hurricane
relief. Additional donations for the

UMCOR cleaning buckets are estimated
at at least another $500. We are so very
proud of our members and friends for their
generosity, and for everyone who helped
prepare and ship the buckets. Thank you!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

has made a difference in your life.
We talk a lot about inviting people to

come to our church. Personal invitation is
still the most effective way to bring people
into the church. We don’t do this simply
because we want our church to grow. We
invite people because it is our calling as the
church to reach as many people as we can
with the good news of the gospel, the good
news of salvation, the good news about
forgiveness and acceptance, love and grace!
So tell somebody! Tell somebody about

Jesus! Tell somebody about our church!
Invite them to come and see what it’s all
about. We have a new worship series
(Finding Your Way Back to God) starting
October 15, and it is the perfect thing for
you to invite your friends to.We’ll have free
books for you and all your friends! So go
ahead! Tell somebody!

Pastor Linda

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
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Betty Jane Hinnershitz
passed away on Tuesday,
September 19, 2017 at her
home in Preston
surrounded by her family.
She was 87.
She was born on

November 20, 1929 in
Reading, PA, the daughter
of the late Clifford
Heckman and Mildred Ida
Ulrich Heckman.
She was a member of

Bethesda United Methodist Church in Preston where she served in
the choir. She was a former member of the Blandon Fire
Department in Blandon, PA. Betty worked in the cafeteria at
Colonel Richardson High School for twenty years until her
retirement in 1992.
Shewill always be remembered as awonderfulmother and friend.
She is survived by her five children; Jeffrey Hinnershitz, Janine

Mastronardi and her husband, Joe, Brian Hinnershitz and his wife,
Ruby, all of Preston, Bruce Hinnershitz and his wife Annette of
Hurlock, Michele Meyers and her husband John of Florida, eight
grandchildren: Josh Wright, Daniel Mastronardi Jr., Beth
Mastronardi, Hunter Mastronardi, Brian Hinnershitz Jr., Jessica
Hinnershitz, Amanda Hinnershitz, Matt Wahl, 10 great
grandchildren, and several nieces. She was preceded in death by her
parents, two grandson, Christopher Wahl and Jeremy Wahl, and a
sister, Lubelle,
Funeral services were held onMonday, September 25, 2017 at the

FramptomFuneral Home in Federalsburg. Interment will followed
at Belmont Cemetery in Choptank. Expressions of sympathy may
be made to Compass Regional Hospice, 160 Coursevall Dr,
Centreville, MD 21617.

JackRolandLane passed
away on Sept. 22, 2017 at
his home in Preston, MD
surrounded by his family.
He was 84.
He was born May 25,

1933 in Cambridge, the
son of the late Roland
Bryan Lane and Mary
Louise Meredith Lane.
Mr. Lane was a graduate

of Preston High School
Class of 1951. He served
his country from 1952-1956 in the U.S. Navy during the Korean
War. He worked in Ford Parts in Maryland and Texas, and was the
warehouse manager for the former Tidewater Builders in Easton.
Hewas a lifelongmember of BethesdaUnitedMethodist Church in
Preston where he had served as Trustee, Sunday School
Superintendent, and Sunday School teacher. He was a member of
the Junior Order OUAM formerly in Preston, and was a former
member of the Archaeological Association in Texas. He enjoyed
hunting and trapping rabbit and raccoon, and was a walking
enthusiast andwas an avid supporter of theOrioles and Ravens. He
was known for telling jokes and enjoyed good food and spending
time with family and friends.
He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Dorothy L. Lane whom he

married on June 26, 1965, a cherished daughter Laura Edwards and
her husbandHoward ofHurlock, daughter-in-law,GinaDeneau of
Defuniak Springs, FL, 5 grandchildren Christina Parrish and her
husband, Scott of Louisiana, MO, Arianna Deneau, Jonathan
Deneau and his wife, Lacey, all of Chipley, FL, Regan Edwards
serving in the Navy in Bremerton, WA, and Madison Edwards of
Hurlock; 6 great-grandchildren Preston Dillard, Addison Dillard,
Isaac Parrish, Noah Parrish, Rueben Deneau, and Jack Deneau; a
brother JamesLane andhiswife SondraofWilliston,FL, and several
nieces and nephews. In addition to his parents he was preceded in
death by a beloved step-son Perry L. Deneau, a sister Shirley
Fowlkes, and brothers Dan Lane and Roland Bryan Lane, Jr.
Funeral services were held on Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017 at the

Framptom Funeral Home in Federalsburg, MD with Pastor Linda
Pevey officiating. Interment with military honors followed at the
Eastern Shore Veterans Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be
made in his memory to the Bethesda U.M. Church, PO Box 147,
Preston, MD 21655 or to the Preston Volunteer Fire Co., PO Box
44, Preston, MD 21655.

We had a fabulous day to worship God in the great outdoors on
the banks of the Choptank on September 24. Yes, it was a little
hot, but we had a great time of music and scripture, enjoying
the serene beauty of the setting on the river at Choptank
Marina. Thanks to everyone who came. We are looking
forward to more opportunities to worship outdoors!

Wewere also glad to take amoment to express our
appreciation to Patricia and Richard Larsen,
who have managed our Sunday School this
year, and will soon be moving away to a new
life in Virginia. We have enjoyed getting
to know them, and will miss them, but
we wish them the best of luck.

NEWS & NOTICES
IN MEMORIAM: BETTY HINNERSHITZ IN MEMORIAM: JACK LANE

WORSHIP ON THE CHOPTANK

Thanks to the congregation, Bethesda was able to
donate a large amount of supplies to Preston
School. As part of the blessing of those supplies,
Bethesda's kids also had their backpacks blessed as
they embarked upon a new school year. Good luck!
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NEWS & NOTICES

One of the most important habits for
Christians to develop is the regular reading
and study of our Bibles. We will begin the
week of October 15 with a five-week study
of the book we will be reading together
Finding Your Way Back to God, and the
many scriptures it contains.
There will be at least two opportunities

for you to take part in this important study:

Sunday, 9:00am-10:00am
Starts October 15

Wednesday, 3:30pm-5:00pm
Starts October 18

Wednesday, 6:30pm-8:00pm
Starts October 18

If you prefer a different day or time,
please email Pastor Linda, and specify the
day and time you prefer. Please email your
Bible study choices (1st, 2nd, 3rd) to Pastor
Linda or call the church office. Be sure to
pick up aBook and StudyGuide on Sunday!

Pastor Linda

Sat., Nov. 11, 2017!
9 AM - 2 PM

     Holiday 

BAZAAR
Immanuel L

uthera
n Chur

ch

!

Main St. 
& Backla

nding R
oad


!

Preston
, MD

Homemade

Soup


!
Sandwiches


!
Baked Goods

Silent Auction

!!! 

Crafts

!!! 

Gift Items

!!!  


Produce & Plants

!!! 


Book Table

Proceeds Benefit Natural Disaster Funds

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

OUTDOOR SERVICE, SEPTEMBER 24th

Left: Pastor Linda preaches at the beach near Choptank Marina; right: Patricia and Richard Larsen say goodbye as they prepare to move to Virginia.



6THE BETHESDA BUGLE OCTOBER 2017

NEWS & NOTICES

Last month, Barry and I took a trip to
Glacier National Park in Montana, a place
that has been on my bucket list for some
timenow.Wewerenot disappointed.There
aren’t many roads in the park, and the main
one across the park was partially closed due
to a wildfire burning nearby. But there are
hundreds of miles of hiking trails. These
photos are from a 10 mile hike we took to
Iceberg Lake. It is an amazing alpine lake,
with steep mountains surrounding it on
three sides (which photos can’t fully
capture). You can see the remnants of the
glaciers that formed it in the background.
The black canister attached to my pack is
bear repellant! Fortunately, we didn’t have
to use it. We did see a bear, however, from
the safety of our vehicle. What a beautiful
place. I am thrilled I finally got to see it in
person.

Pastor Linda

BETHESDA ON VACATION

church for five weeks as we focus on our spiritual growth. There are several parts to this. I’m asking you to prayerfully
consider making 5 commitments to your own spiritual growth for the next 5 weeks.
1. Attend the5Sundaymessages.StartingOctober15, theSundaymessageswill beon the“FiveAwakenings”discussed
in the book. So the first commitment I’m asking you to make is to attend worship all 5 Sundays.
2. Each one reach one. You will be given two copies of the book Finding Your Way Back to God. One is for you and
one is to give away. Give it to a neighbor, a friend, a family member, co-worker, whoever. Invite them to come to church
and participate along with us.
3. Read the book. The reading plan will be in the bulletin each week (and also on an info card inside the book). For the
week of October 15, the assignment is to read chapters 1-6. Don’t worry, they are short and easy to read. And if you don’t
get it all read, it’s ok. Just read what you can, and if you have more time next week, you can catch up next week. But the
main point is to read along as much as you can.
4. Take the 30-day Prayer Challenge (starts October 15). It is on page 167 in your book, and it involves a short prayer
which will change each week. The first week, the prayer is: “God, if you are real, make yourself real to me. Awaken in me
the ability to see that you are what’s missing in my life.”
5. Sign up for a Bible study group (starts the week of October 15). It is so important that we read and learn what’s in
our Bibles. The book we’re reading is full of scripture, and in our Bible study groups, we are going to be reading and
discussing those scriptures. This is a very important part of what we’re doing this fall, and I encourage you to sign up and
take part. It will be fun. You will get to know others in the congregation and you will get to know God better. See the list
below for dates and times.
All I ask is that you prayerfully consider taking part in asmuch of this as you can. If you can’t do it all, that’s ok, but please
do some of it. If you miss a week or don’t get everything read, it’s OK. There is grace in all of this. Do what you can. But
challenge yourself to domore than you usually do. Read the book. Share a book. Get in a Bible study. Say the daily prayers.
Make the commitment to grow. You won’t be sorry.

Pastor Linda

NEW WORSHIP SERIES (cont.)
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10/15 “Finding Your Way Back To
God” begins

10/17 Outreach team 6:30 pm
10/19 Worship Team 6:00 pm
10/24 Bishops Day on the District,

Hurlock UMC 5:30 pm
dinner (optional), 7:00 pm
meeting

10/31 Trunk or Treat
11/1 Charge conference reports

due to church office
11/8 Choir practice 6:00 pm
11/15 Choir practice 6:00 pm

OCTOBER &
NOVEMBER

“BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES”
October is here! Harvest time! This is one of my
favorite times of the year and because I live in this
rural community, it always reminds me of this
hymn. It is one of my all-time favorites. Although
“Bringing in the Sheaves” sounds like a “hymn of
harvest praise” (to borrow a phrase from another
hymn), it is actually a call to go out and fulfill the
great commission.
Knowles Shaw (1834-1878) was the author of this

hymn. AlthoughShawwrotemusic to this aswell, itwas later put tomusicwrittenbyGeorge
Minor and it is that tune we aremost familiar with. Albin Shaw,Knowles’ father, died when
Knowles was only 12 years old. At this point, Knowles dropped out of school to help
support the family as he was the oldest child. On his death, Albin Shaw left his violin to
Knowles. After Knowles spent his days working, his evenings were filled with music. As
he grew older, he became a sought-after musician who was asked to play for various social
gatherings. Shaw became quite the “party-boy” of his time, with his evenings now spent in
music, dancing, and drinking. One night in the middle of a dance, his father’s last words
came back to him. Albin had told his son, “Prepare to meet thy God”.
This was a life-changing event for Knowles Shaw. After this, Knowles went on to become
a preacher of the Gospel. Because he had also been graced with musical talents, he became
known as “The Singing Evangelist” and had garnered quite a following. He also began
composing a few hymns during this time. “Bringing in the Sheaves” was his most popular.
He had written it based on the Scripture from Psalm 126:6, “He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.” (KJV)
After a rousing service at the Commerce Street Christian Church in Dallas, Shaw was
scheduled to travel to McKinney, Texas the following day for a service. Despite a strong
rain storm, he carried on, but the train inwhich he traveled derailed on theway and fell down
an embankment. Shaw’s body was later found in the water beneath the wreckage. Knowles
Shaw had died at the age of 44. In his 20 year career in the ministry, Shaw had been able to
“bring” in more than 2500 “sheaves” to the Kingdom of God..

“Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves,
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.”

Kari Farnell

October 31, 2017, marks the 500th
anniversary of the start of the Protestant
Reformation, when Martin Luther posted
his “95 Theses” on a church door in
Germany. This wasn’t an unusual act at the
time; Luther was simply welcoming
scholarly debate. But his ideas opposing
certain teachings and practices of the
Roman Catholic Church led to a
monumental shift in Christianity.
Along with other reformers, Luther

taught that Scripture is the supreme
authority for the believer; that salvation
comes by grace alone, through faith alone;
and that baptism gives all full access toGod
in Christ (“the priesthood of all believers”),
so there’s no need for an intermediary such
as a pope, priest or saint.
Initially, the reformers intended not to

leave the Catholic Church but to reform it.
But those who protested church practices
became known as Protestants, and
eventually, multiple denominations arose
— Lutheranism, Presbyterianism,
Anglicanism and others — and did, in fact,
separate from the Roman tradition.

When Jesus Christ utters a word, he opens his
mouth so wide that it embraces all heaven and earth,
even though that word be but in a whisper. The word
of the emperor is powerful, but that of Jesus Christ
governs the whole universe.
—Martin Luther, Table Talk

REFORMATION 500
FEATURES
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