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Christ is Risen! Christ
is Risen indeed!
Happy Easter!
You may think

I’m a little late on
that. Well, actually I

mean Happy Easter
Season! The Sunday we

celebrate as Easter is just the first day of the
Easter Season, sometimes called
“Eastertide” or “The Great Fifty Days,”
which we are now in.
Why do we have a whole season of

Easter? Because the Resurrection is too big
to celebrate on just one day. The Easter
season is the highpoint of the Christian
calendar. It is a whole season of the joy,
praise, and thanksgiving that started on
Easter Sunday.
The season of Easter gives us a chance to

adjust to a new perspective: a Resurrection
perspective. On the Sunday of the
Resurrection, ourhearts fillwith joy andour
voices soarwith the hymns of new life.God
has done an incredible work. The tomb has
been emptied. Death has been defeated.
The worst thing that can happen to us has
been overcome by God raising Jesus from
the tomb! We no longer live in fear! That is
our Resurrection perspective, a new
perspective that challenges us to live each
day boldly.
As the church, we, too, are invited to live

from a Resurrection perspective. As we
look inward, we contemplate how a
Resurrection perspective impacts our
ministries of renewal and discipleship. As
we look out at the world, we are challenged
to consider how a Resurrection perspective
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NEW MEMBER MEETING
Are you ready to become a member of Bethesda United Methodist Church? If you are,

please plan to attend ourNewMembermeeting onMay 31 at 6:30 p.m.Wewill discuss what
it means to be a member of a United Methodist Church in general, and specifically what it
means to be a member of Bethesda. You can sign up by emailing Pastor Linda at
pastorlinda406@comcast.net, or by calling the church office.

The last words of the dying are always significant, and that certainly is true in the case
of Jesus. On the night before he was crucified, Jesus had a final meal with his disciples.
According to thegospel of John, Jesus carriedona lengthydiscussion thatnightwith them,
full of last-minute advice, warnings, and encouragement. The conversation is captured in
several chapters of John’s gospel. Join us for worship at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday in May
as we listen in on the conversation, and hear Jesus’ last words of advice, warning and
encouragement for ourselves.

SAVE THE
DATE!
The

Sixteenth
Annual Peach Festival
is August 12, 9:00 a.m.

to 2:00 p.m.!

• Sunday School and Youth Group will go
on hiatus for the summer, with June 4 being
the last day for both.

• Bethesda will have an entry in this year's
carnival parade. We expect to drive a pick-
up with church signs, and distribute candy
and Bibles. If you want to participate, let
Eric Cheezum know.

NEWS BRIEFS
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MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may be
added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

AT HOME

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

DeSales Callaghan
(410-673-7005

22111 Gannon Drive

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 322
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
impacts how we reach out to the world
around us. What needs renewing inside our
walls and out in the community? What
needs to be resurrected? What needs to be
allowed to die so something even better can
take its place?
Throughout May, we will ponder these

questions as we continue to hear the stories
of Jesus’ resurrection, his post-resurrection
appearances to his followers, and his
hinting of the Counselor to come. Before
his crucifixion, Jesus was actually telling his
followers, “It’s better for me to leave so the
Holy Spirit can come” (my paraphrase). It’s
better to have the Holy Spirit than to have
Jesus? Yes, says Jesus. The season of Easter
gives us the opportunity to contemplate the
amazing truth that theResurrectionof Jesus
and the coming of the Holy Spirit change
everything: for Jesus’ followers, for the
church, for the world, and for each one of
us. Thus the season of Easter naturally
moves us toward Pentecost, the day we
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit
(June 4th). I’ll tell you up front that I LOVE
Pentecost, and I look forward to celebrating
it with you in a few weeks!
May we live each day as the Resurrection

people that we are, from the life-changing,
world-altering reality that Jesus lives!

THANK YOU!
We have had an amazing season of Lent

and Easter. So many have given of their
time and talents tomake it happen. This has
been a season with a special focus on
worship, so let me say thanks to all who’ve
made it happen:
Kari Farnell for faithfully leading our

musicministryweek in andweek out, and in

special services, directing our choir and
bells, and showing up at 6:30 a.m. onEaster
to play at our Sunrise Service! Thanks, too,
toCarolynLane.You are always therewhen
we need you!
Thanks to all who participated in our

Lenten services, on Sundays, Ash
Wednesday, and Good Friday. The special
services require extra time and
commitment, and more people, but they
truly enhance our Lenten and Easter
experience. Thank you all for your
willingness to participate (and maybe even
step out of your comfort zone a bit).
CharlieWeems serves faithfully, showing

up early Sunday to make sure everything is
ready for worship. He is always available to

do whatever needs to be done last minute.
Thanks, too, to all those who serve as
greeters and ushers. Your service is so
important!
Chris Farnell is another faithful servant.

He is there early every week to get the
bulletins ready, anddowhateverneeds tobe
done tomake things flowsmoothly.Thanks
for serving as liturgist a couple Sundays a
month.
Whew!What amonth it’s been.Thanks to

ALL who serve at Bethesda, on Sundays
and every day, in big ways and little ways. It
ALL matters! It ALL makes a difference!
We couldn’t do it without you sharing your
time and talents!

Pastor Linda

WEEKLY INCOME: APRIL 2017
Date
4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

Attendance
45
51
115
40
42

Plate
$183.40
$299.10
$532.79
$52.00
$397.00

Envelopes
$741.00
$1,951.00
$756.00
$1,058.50
$756.00

Total
$924.40
$2,250.10
$1,288.79
$1,110.50
$1,153.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,663 per week): $8,315

•Actual Income: $6,726.79
•Average Weekly Income: $1,371.17
•Average Attendance: 50
•Per Capita Income: $27.52
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NEWS & NOTICES
SCENES FROM PALM SUNDAY

The chancel as it was decorated for Easter morning. Christ is Risen indeed!

Clockwise from bottom left: Mike Clough carries
the wooden cross into the Sanctuary during

Pastor Linda's sermon; Pastor Linda performs a
monologue from the point of view of a bystander
during Christ's entry into Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday; the wooden cross takes its position as the

center point of Holy Week.

CELEBRATING EASTER
What a celebration we had! We started

early with our 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service at
Choptank Marina. I was getting a bit
nervous as Barry and I encountered a rain
shower just as we got to Preston that
morning, and then another as we got to
Choptank! But we were not deterred. The
weather held and we were able to have a
wonderful outdoor time of worship by the
edge of the Choptank River (not without a
few sprinkles). Just as we sang our last song,
the sun popped out over the houses! It was
very exciting to see so many early morning
worshippers come out (37), which included
a great mix of regular attenders and guests!
Can’t wait to do it again next year!
By 10:15, there was no sign of rain, only

bright sunshine befitting the occasion!
Again, it was wonderful to see so many
come out to worship in our Sanctuary on
this special day! The Sanctuary was
beautifully decorated with all the Easter
lilies, flowers, and the big cross draped in
white. Beautiful! Thanks to everyone for
coming out and joining in on our praise and
worship of our risen Lord!

Pastor Linda

LUTHERAN EVENTS
• Immanuel Lutheran is hosting its spring
yard sale Saturday, May 20, from 7:00 a.m.
to noon, rain or shine.

• Saturday, May 27, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m., Immanuel will be selling carry-out
chicken barbecue meals. Tickets are $9.00,
and can be obtained by calling the church
office at 410-673-7107.Meals include half a
chicken, chips, a brownie, and a beverage.

EDITOR'S NOTE
The Bugle is in need of submissions from

the congregation. Do you have a
testimonial to tell about your experiences
with God? Do you have thoughts about
ministries Bethesda should engage in? Do
you have memories of the church you
would like to share with the rest of the
congregation? If so, please consider
sending them to me.

Eric Cheezum
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NEWS & NOTICES
YOUTH SUNDAY: APRIL 30, 2017

Youth Sunday took place on April 30, and was a great success. Our small but mighty youth group took over the pulpit and lectern and
ran the service frombeginning to end, completewith readings, a testimonial, a skit telling the story of theWalk toEmmaus, and even a special
song, "Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord"! It was a great day, and a great chance for our young people to show their commitment to God!
The youth would like to offer special thanks to Pastor Linda, Mike and Amy Clough, Suzy Staehlin, Cheryl Michael, and Wilson Clough
and Violet Cheezum for their extra help making the service a success.

Photos, clockwise from top left: Nick Satchell delivers testimony about what his baptism at Bethesda has meant to him; from left: Sue and Jill Cheezum learn
about Jesus (Griffin Clough) as Nick narrates; special youth choir, including Pastor Linda (front left), Suzy Staehlin (front right), and director Eric

Cheezum; Jill and Sue discuss the death of Jesus on the walk to Emmaus; Griffin reads scripture.
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FEATURES

Roland E. Todd (1895-1918)
Roland Edward Todd was born in

Preston, the third child of James Bennett
(1863-1957) and Emma W. Andrew
(1873-1942) Todd. His family seems to
haveattendedBethesda, andare recorded in
church records, but Todd himself is not.
His war experience ended in tragedy.
Drafted into the 313th Infantry of the 79th
Division in November 1917, he trained for
over six months before shipping out for
France in July 1918. Upon arrival, the 313th
Infantry went almost straight into the
ferocious fighting in the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive of September through
November 1918. Todd was killed in action
on September 27; although hewas buried in
France initially, he was reinterred in
Hillcrest Cemtery, Federalsburg, after the
war. Todd's brother, Herbert Raymond
Todd (1893-1965) also served in the war.
Curiously, Bethesda's records incorrectly
note that Raymond was "Killed in France
1918 in the service of his country,"
indicating that the registrar, probably Rev.
J.T.Richardson, confused the twobrothers.

John Purnell Dennis
(1898-1978)

Known as Purnell, Dennis was the son of
Jesse T. and Belle Harrison Dennis, whose
family was one of the pillars of both
Bethesda and Preston at the turn of the last
century. He attended St. John's College, in
Annapolis, the first year (1915-1916) after
he graduated from Preston High School.
The picture above is from that year. Dennis
transferred to Princeton as the war in
Europe was increasingly impinging on the
United States, and, according to his family,
he undertook army training in Plattsburg,
New York during the summer (presumably
1917 or 1918). In October 1918 he was
drafted into the Student Army Training
Corps (SATC) there. A forerunner to
today's ROTC, the SATC enrolled male
college students in military training
alongside their other studies, preparing
them to take part in the war while still
allowing them to continue their schooling.

April 2017 marked the centennial of the United States' entry into World War I. Back in August 2014, we recognized those connected
withBethesda who contributed to the war effort. Thismonth, we revisit that article by reflecting on the service of threemenwho had very different
experiences in the war. They are representatives of the 2.8 million men who were drafted – over 115,000 of whom lost their lives as a result
of the conflict. As will become apparent, there were many ways different ways for a man to serve his country during the war, and that service
resulted in very diverse, and often tragic, outcomes. A century later, we remain thankful for their sacrifices in a war that, for the United States
at least, was meant to make the world safe for democracy forevermore.

REMEMBERING THE CENTENNIAL OF WORLD WAR I

Because the war came to a close in
November 1918, Dennis' formal service
wasover almost as soon as it hadbegun, and
he did not go overseas. He received an
honorable discharge on December 10,
1918, exactly twomonths to theday sincehe
had been drafted.

AlbertFletcherSisk (1886-1970)
Sisk was the son of Col. Albert W. and

Sallie Fletcher Sisk. The Sisks were canning
moguls who helped build Preston into an
agricultural and financial center in the early
1900s, and their wealth and prominence
enabled them to become primary
benefactors of Bethesda during the same
period.
Sisk documented his wartime service in a

series of about sixty letters that still survive.
Hewas drafted in lateMay 1918 and in June
was assigned to Company H of the 313th
Infantry. After training, he left for Europe
on July 8, 1918. During the sea voyage, he

Continued Next Page
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FEATURES
REMEMBERING THE CENTENNIAL OF WORLD WAR I
wrotehis parents that hewas in goodhealth,
and "[t]his is equally true of all the Preston
boys. And you can tell the other parents
their children are now really men fully
competent to take care of themselves, now
and what may come later on." Like Roland
Todd, Sisk arrived in France just in time to
be part of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive,
although in mid-August he joined the 9th
Battalion of the 154th Depot Brigade,
serving in logistics.WritingonSeptember1,
1918, Sisk chidedhismother for thinkinghe
would be home for Christmas. "Which
Xmas does she mean? Surely not on Dec.
25, 1918. If this is her idea, she had better
adjust her ideas otherwise....While it is quite
true theAllies are doingwonderfulwork yet
theBosche is far from licked and [it] is going
to take more work than most of us realize.
There is no doubt but what it will be done
and maybe sooner than we anticipate, for
there are big preparations going on."
Sisk was no doubt alluding to

preparations for the forthcoming Meuse-
Argonne Offensive, the Allied campaign
that would ultimately smash the German
army and cause Berlin to sue for peace. The
offensive lasted from September 26 to
November 11, 1918, ending with the
Armistice that brought hostilities in the war
to a close. Unlike Roland Todd and many
other American soldiers, Sisk was lucky: he
was slightly wounded in his right leg on the
first day of battle, and spent the rest of the
war convalescing, and then performing
voluntary hospital work. Writing on
October 14, 1918, he explained that he was
almost back to normal. "Fact is," he
admitted, "when I look at some of the poor
fellows around me I feel more or less
ashamed of my wound." After a couple
weeks of hospital work, Sisk noted, on
November 9, that by helping out he had
made himself too useful to be sent home.
Yet, he reflected, hewas eatingwell and had
decent quarters, and he remained deeply
moved by his fellow soldiers who had been
more gravely injured than himself. "Of
course there are disagreeable things to be
done," he told his parents, "but then these

self same thingsmust be done formenwho
arehelplesslywounded."Writing, as hewas,
on the eve of the armistice, Sisk also
expressed hope for the war's end. "[I] do
hope the Germans will accept the
conditions of armistice as handed them
yesterday," he wrote – but he lacked
confidence they would, because "the terms
make a pill too bitter for them to swallow."
Even if Germany failed to agree to the
armistice, however, Sisk felt it was only a
matter of time before peace was achieved.
Of course, the point was moot, as on
November 11 Germany agreed to the
cessation of hostilities.
As Sisk had suspected, he was not home

in time forChristmas1918. In early 1919, he
was moved to an army hospital in New
Jersey, and then to the hospital at Camp
Meade, in Maryland, in February. At the
time of his discharge in late February 1919,
he was serving in a training battalion for the
154th Depot Brigade.

With thanks to Miriam Lytle and Robert
Dennis for the photo of Purnell Dennis; and

Geoffrey Sisk for the photos of Fletcher Sisk, Sr.
The photo of Roland Todd was originally

published in Haulsee, Howe, and Doyle, eds.,
Soldiers of the Great War, I (1920).

The celebration of Mother's Day can be
traced back to ancient Greece, but the
mother of Mother's Day in the United
States was Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis, a
Methodist from West Virginia. Her
daughter, Anna, led a successful campaign
in the early 1900s to have Mother's Day
recognized as a national holiday.
Anna was not quite 2 years old when her

family moved to Grafton, four miles south
of Webster, W.Va. According to historical
records, Anna heard her mother express
hope that a memorial would be established
for all mothers, living and dead. After the
death of her father in 1902, Anna — along
with her mother and sister, Lillie—moved
to Philadelphia to reside with her brother,
Claude. After Ann's death on May 9, 1905,
Anna began an intense campaign to fulfill
the wish of her mother. On May 10, 1908,
the third anniversary of Ann's death, a
program was held at Andrews Methodist
Episcopal Church in Grafton and in
Philadelphia, launching the observance of a
general memorial day for all mothers.
Subsequently, the church observed

Mother'sDay on the second Sunday ofMay
each year, making Andrews the mother
church of Mother's Day. The church, no
longer an active Methodist congregation,
was incorporated as an international shrine
in 1962 and is open to the public from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each weekday between
April 15 and Oct. 15.
For the first official Mother's Day service

in 1908, Anna sent 500 white carnations to
the church to be given to the participating
mothers. During the next several years, she
sent more than 10,000 carnations there.
Carnations -- red for the living andwhite for
the deceased -- became symbols of the
purity, strength and endurance of
motherhood.
In her campaign to have Mother's Day

recognized as a national holiday, Anna
called on clergymen, business leaders and
politicians for help. Those included John
Wanamaker, who presided over a Mother's
Day service in the 5,000-seat auditorium of

MOTHER'S DAY HISTORY

Continued Next Page
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Zechariahwas aprophet around the same
time and place as Haggai after the fall of
Jerusalem in 586 B.C. His time as prophet
most likely overlapped with the reign of
QueenEsther. It is likely he wrote chapters
1-8 before the Temple was completed and
chapters 9-14 about 30 or so years later,
after the Temple was completed. It is
interesting also to note that Zechariah
means “God Remembers.” This is
important to note as much of the book
reminds the readers that God does
remember the promises He has made.
At the beginning of the book of

Zechariah, we see thatGod remembers and
reminds the Israelites that their ancestors
were told to return to the Lord, yet did not,
and are now paying the price. He reminds
the people that this is still His request for
them, so they decided to return saying,
“The Lord Almighty has done to us what
our ways and practices deserve, just as he
determined to do.”
Next Zechariah tells us of one of his

visions. This vision further reminds the
people that God remembers their plight.
He remembers the nations that have
plundered and defiled them and that they
will receive their just reward. Zechariah’s
vision goes on to express the joy of having
Jerusalem back in its place again in theNew
Kingdom, with Jesus at its helm.
The next vision that Zechariah shares is

about Joshua. In this visionwe see thatGod
remembers Joshua and all that he has done
and gone through. God assures Joshua that
he will be restored to his former position as
long as he continues in the ways that God
directs him. This theme continues in the
next couple of chapters where we can see
the foreshadowing of things to come. This
part ofZechariah is verymuch like the book
of Revelation. I find this interesting since
the Jewish culture holds fast to the
teachings of theOld Testament as opposed
to the New Testament, God has still given
them a glimpse of the Revelation visions
from Zechariah.
After these visions, God again

remembers and reminds Israel of the sins of

their forefathers withwarning not to follow
suit. He further seems to promise that they
will be the ones through whom others will
see and know Jesus.
As we get into Chapters 9-14, the tone

and feel of thewriting changes and there are
several scholars who wonder if its
authorship is truly Zechariah, or whether
andwhyhis style has changed. There is little
doubt among the scholars that this latter
half occurs after the rebuilding of the
temple. While Chapters 9 and 10 paint a
picture of peace and prosperity, chapter 11
tells of sin and punishment. Tome it seems
these three chapters are still prophetic of
the great events that, at that time, were still
to come in the advent of Christ through his
suffering, death, resurrection, and future
reign.
Finally in chapters 12-14, we see

prophetic words again of the coming days.
We see of the second coming of Christ and
his kingdom being set up in Jerusalem. We
are told that God will no longer have to
worry about Jerusalem since He will be
present among them. We are given a brief
insight into what will become of those who
do not acknowledge God nor accept Him.
One of the most popular verses in

Zechariah (which I did not realize came
from this book) is Zechariah 4:6—'So he
said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by
power, but by my Spirit,’ says
the Lord Almighty.”' This was one of those
“God remembers”moments. He reminded
the Israelites that he had spoken to
Zerubbabelwhile theywere still in captivity.
This verse is in reference to the rebuilding
of the temple where God reassures
Zerubbabel that the temple can be rebuilt
but it won’t be by Zerubbabel’s ability, nor
thatofotherkingdoms,butbyGodhimself.
Other than the above verse, I could not

decide on any other specific ones to discuss.
The entire book was so interesting to me in
its mirroring of the book of Revelation
written hundreds of years later. The very
idea of two different writers, living
hundreds of years apart, and having very

similar visions is so exciting. What more
proof could one ask for to verify that not
only are the Old and New Testaments
connected; the Bible is true!

Kari Farnell

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: ZECHARIAH

MOTHER'S DAY HISTORY
his Philadelphia store on May 10, 1908.
More than 15,000 reportedly tried to attend
the event, where Anna spoke formore than
an hour.
The first Mother's Day proclamation was

issued byWest Virginia's governor in 1910.
The day was celebrated in most states in
1911. In 1914, the U.S. House and Senate
approved a resolution proclaiming the
second Sunday of May as Mother's Day.
President Woodrow Wilson endorsed it,
and Secretary of State William Jennings
Bryan proclaimed it. Today, countries
around the world celebrate Mother's Day.
Some -- including Finland, Italy, Turkey,
Australia and Belgium -- have joined the
United States in observing it on the second
Sunday in May.
Anna spent her remaining years

promoting the Mother's Day movement
but was unsuccessful at thwarting what she
considered commercialization of the day.
She died in 1948 at age 84 andwas buried in
Philadelphia. On the day of the funeral, the
bell on Andrews Church in Grafton tolled
84 times in her honor.

UM News Service



Editor: Eric A. Cheezum
Editorial Board: Bethesda UMC Outreach Team

Design Concept: Christy Cheezum
Logo: Wendy Hoffman

Mail signed submissions to:
PO Box 147, Preston, Maryland 21655

Or via email:
bethesdanewsletter@verizon.net

Submissions deadline is the fifteenth of each
month.

© 2017 Bethesda UMC, All Rights Reserved.
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced
without the prior written consent of the relevant
author, or, if no author is available, the editor.

United Methodist Church

P.O. Box 147
Preston, Maryland 21655

The Bethesda Bugle is a Monthly Publication of


