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Christ has Risen! He is
Risen, Indeed!
One thing I love

about reading the
Bible is the stories of
how ordinary people

responded to Jesus. His
disciples, his closest

companions,were often clueless aboutwho
Jesus was and what he was up to. We read
many stories in the gospels in which we just
shake our heads and say, “What were they
thinking?”They had the son ofGod in their
midst and they didn’t get it.
But one day, that all changed. Three days

after Jesus suffered a humiliating and brutal
death, he rose from the dead. That changed
everything-for disciples then and for
disciples today. Nothing has ever been the
same since that day 2000 years ago.
The resurrection is the most significant

event in the history of Christianity, and
maybe even in the history of theworld.Our
faith has been so shaped by the resurrection
that believers sometimes call themselves
“resurrection people.” But I wonder if we
are really living into that. Do we really live
like the resurrection was real? Do we really
live like we have the same power in us that
raised Jesus from the grave (Ephesians
1:19-20)? Do we really live as if we expect
Jesus to make all things new in our lives
(Revelation 21:5)?
If not, we aremissing out! But it’s not too

late to grab hold of the gifts we’ve been
given as resurrection people!What needs to
be made new in your life?What needs to be
resurrected in your life?Whatever it is, God
is ready to bring new life to your life.
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE

Continued Next Page

BETHESDA'S WOMEN AT THE FASHION SHOW

TOWN EASTER EGG HUNT
April 8, at 10 a.m.

James Wright Park in Preston

Lilies for the altar can be ordered now to
be placed in church for Easter. They will be
$8. each and can be in honor of someone or
inmemoryof a lovedone. Please seeDonna
Lane by April 9 or call her at
410-673-2161 to place your order.

Bethesda was well represented at the Spring Luncheon and Fashion Show on Sat. April 1
at the Preston Fire Hall. It was an annual event of the Community Club of Preston and is
a very nice affair. Our models were from left to right, Shelby Wright, Janine Wright, Pastor
Linda Pevey, Charlotte Nickerson, and Carol Miller.

EASTER LILIES
Youth Sunday

We will celebrate Youth Sunday on the last
Sunday of the month, April 30, with a
special time of worship led by our Youth
Group. You won’t want to miss this!
Change the World Day, May 6th

Join us for a day of community service aswe
join with United Methodist Churches all
around the world to make a difference in
our communities.More informationwill be
coming soon. If you have ideas for projects
that we can tackle, please contact Pastor
Linda as soon as possible.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may be
added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

AT HOME

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

DeSales Callaghan
(410-673-7005

22111 Gannon Drive

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 322
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
Becauseof the resurrection,weknowthat

thingswill neverbe the same.Becauseof the
resurrection, we know there is nothing too
hard for God. Because of the resurrection,
we know all things are possible! May we
truly live as resurrection people, people of
new life, people of joy, people of hope!
Christ is risen!He is risen indeed!Thanksbe
to God.

Holy Week at Bethesda
The season of Lent culminates during

Holy Week, starting with Palm/Passion
SundayonApril 9. In addition toour regular
Sunday worship, we will also gather on
Good Friday (April 14) at 7:00pm for a
special time of worship. This service
combines elements of a “Tenebrae
Service,” a service of darkness, with the
“Seven LastWords From theCross.” It will
be a very meaningful time of worship.
Please plan to join us.
OnEaster Sunday,April 16, we celebrate!

Come and celebratewith us at one (or both)
of our Easter Sunday worship services. We
will have an outdoor Sunrise Service at
Choptank Marina at 6:30am. Bring a chair
and a hot cup of coffee aswe get a head start
on the celebrationof the resurrectionof our
Savior.
Then at 10:15am, join us in our beautiful

historic Sanctuary for a joyous time of
worship, featuring lots of special music
perfect for the occasion. Come early and
have a cup of coffee or tea with us.

Pastor Linda

WEEKLY INCOME: MARCH 2017
Date

3/5

3/12

3/19

3/26

Attendance

49

51

45

43

Plate

$211.00

$272.00

$278.00

$253.00

Envelopes

$1,975.00

$1,157.50

$745.00

$1,335.00

Total

$2,186.00

$1,429.50

$1,023.00

$1,588.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1,663 per week): $6,652.00

•Actual Income: $6,226.50
•Average Weekly Income: $1,496.18
•Average Attendance: 46
•Per Capita Income: $32.41

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has
not been raised, then our proclamation has been in
vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even

found to bemisrepresentingGod, becausewe testified
of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true

that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ
has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have
perished. If for this life onlywehave hoped inChrist, we are of all people
most to be pitied.

~ 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 ~
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OnSaturday,March 4, 2017 anEastonDistrict Conference took place.
It was held at St. Luke U.M.C. in Denton.
There was singing, scripture reading, a mime group from Unity

Washington, and a sermon by Rev. Dr. Brown (District
Superintendent) titled "I Want To KnowWhat Love Is" to start the
conference.

The business of the conference was as follows: Election of a District
Conference Secretary, which was successful. A representative from Native

American Ministries gave an update and reminded people of Native American Sunday on
April 30, 2017. The District Lay Leader, Carlene Phoenix, gave her report. There was a loss
of thirty-five Lay Servants during the year 2016. There was strong encouragement to attend
the next LayAcademy inApril. TheDistrict Trustee report was given byMr.DougCollison
(Chair of the District Board of Trustees). There was a motion made to elect the slate of
officers for the District Board of Trustees. Motion was seconded and themotion passed by
a vote of sixty-three yeas and one abstention. Bounds U.M.C. in Dorchester County is for
sale. There will be a graveyard clean up day by the youth in April 2018. There was a motion
to increase the rate that calculates theDistrict Apportionment from .052 to .06. Themotion
was seconded and discussion followed. Most churches will see a small increase in their
district apportionments. The big increases will be absorbed by the bigger churches within
the district (Centreville, Kent Island, and St.Mark's).When the vote was taken, themeasure
passed with sixty-four yeas and one abstention.
The conference concluded with communion.

Chris Farnell

NEWS & NOTICES
ERIN GO BRAGH!DISTRICT CONFERENCE REPORT

In the evening on St. Patrick's Day,
Bethesda held a party to celebrate all things
Irish. After a delicious potluck dinner
complete with green jello, Nancy Seaman,
the party's hostess, led parlor games. And a
good time was had by all!
Top photo: Violet Cheezum shows her St.

Patty's Day spirit; bottom: Nancy Seaman
explains the rules to Irish Jeopardy!

A BIG THANK YOU!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Marchhasbeenabusymonth. Startingon

the first Sunday of Lent, March 5, we’ve
undertaken several new ministries: Sunday
Lunch Book Club, Sunday School, and
Youth Group! None of these would be
possible without the help of so many. Let
me say “ThankYou” to all whohave helped
make these ministries possible.
Patricia and Richard Larsen: Thank you

for organizing our new Sunday School!
Thanks to ALL those who are taking turns
teaching! It would not be possible without
you.
Eric Cheezum, Amy Clough and Beth

Carmean: Thank you for getting our new
Youth Group off the ground.
Donna Lane: Thank you for organizing

lunch for the Sunday Lunch Book Club!
Thanks to all who have made soup, baked
cookies, bread, or anything else we’ve
enjoyed over the past several weeks.
Sunday Lunch Book Club: Thanks to all

whohave takenpart in theBookClub! It has
been a great timeof learning anddiscussion.

The Clough Family: Thank you for
organizing our new Sundaymorning coffee
and tea ministry. If you haven’t checked it
out, it is in the narthex between the
Sanctuary and the Chapel. Come a few
minutes early and enjoy a hot beverage with
your Bethesda friends.
Alyson Farnell: Thank you for the

“Woman at the Well” drama on March 12!
It was fabulous! If you didn’t see it, check it
out on our website. Amy Clough: Thank
you for building the very realistic well!
Bethesda Choir, Bells, and Song Leaders:

Thank you all for sharing your musical
talentswithus!We so enjoy the gift ofmusic
you bring to our time of worship!
Nancy Seaman: Thank you for planning

our St. Patrick’s Day Party. A fun time was
had by all: good food, good fellowship, and
fun games!
Cheryl Michael: Thank you for the

beautiful decorations of our worship space.
A big thank you to all who serve at

Bethesda! In addition to the ones named
above, there are many people who are

tirelessly giving of their time and talent
month after month. We always have room
for you! Whatever your gifts, talents,
passions, and experiences, consider using
them at Bethesda to help us live out our
mission to make disciples for Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. God is
on themove at Bethesda, and I can’t wait to
see what’s next!

Pastor Linda
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