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The Best is Yet to
Come

For I am about to do
something new. See, I
have already begun! Do
you not see it? Isaiah
43:19a NLT

Frank Sinatra once sang,
“The best is yet to come…” This time of
year, I can’t help but agree.
I love the New Year. There is just

something about the promise and potential
that a new year holds. A fresh calendar, full
of blank pages, endless possibilities. As I
look at my 2017 calendar, I wonder with
excitement and anticipation about what all
will fill its pages by the end of the year.
For some of us, 2016 couldn’t get over

soon enough. For others, it was the best
year ever. Probably for most of us, the year
was a combination of highs and lows, joys
and challenges, victories and defeats.
Whatever it was for you, we have the

opportunity for a fresh start. There is
something about the first day of a new year
that feels renewing and hopeful, and which
causes us to look forward with anticipation
to what is to come. Brian Wren, the author
of the hymn “This is a Day of New
Beginnings,” wrote, “the new year is an
arbitrary convention, its ‘newness’ a mere
mark on the calendar…. Yet by faith in the
really new events of the Christian story, a
day, a month, or an hour can become
chargedwith promise, andbe a springboard
to a changed life.”
As Christians, through our faith, we take

comfort in knowing that through the life
and death of Jesus, it is possible to have a
new beginning and a different life. Our
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TALENT SHOW SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 28
Earlier this year we "tested the water" to see if having a talent showwas feasible. Without

much prior advertisement we plunged in. The result was a little less than professional... but
a whole lot of fun. You could tell that our participating youth, in particular, had a great time
hamming it up! Well, on January 28, from 7:00-8:00 PM we are going to hold our second
attempt to feature some down-home entertainment. So...its time to get your act together,
and spread the word to your friends and neighbors that we are looking for more: singers,
musicians, dancers, skits, favorite readings, and even poets. Please call Nancy Seaman at
410-673-1481 with your idea(s). We want to make this year's show an hour of good
wholesome fun the whole community can enjoy.

Nancy Seaman

CHARGE CONFERENCE 2016

Bethesda's Charge Conference took
place Sunday, December 11. Under the
leadership of District Superintendent Rev.
Dr. ShirlynBrown, the format has changed:
it was less a business meeting andmore of a
special worship service! Along with hymns
and scripture readings, Eric Cheezum
performed a solo, "Give Me Jesus," and
Rev. Pevey reaffirmed attendees' baptisms.
Pictures, clockwise from bottom left: Revs. Pevey

and Brown pose with Bethesda's certificate for
paying 100 percent of its 2016 apportionment;Eric
Cheezum sings at the pulpit; and Rev. Pevey
prepares the baptismal font.
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MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may be
added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock,MD21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only the
names of family members, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

DeSales Callaghan
(410-673-7005

22111 Gannon Drive

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 322

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
520 Glenburn Ave.

Room 209
Cambridge, MD 21613

C
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
Creator God is always doing something
new. Sometimes we see it. Sometimes we
don’t see it at all, or maybe we see it only in
retrospect. But we trust that the good work
God started in us, God will bring to
completion (Philippians 1:6).MayGoddo a
new thing in each one of us, and in our
church, in 2017!
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is

making all things new. (UMH 383)
Pastor Linda

WEEKLY INCOME: DECEMBER 2016
Date
12/4
12/11
12/18
12/24
12/25

Attendance
50
51
47
74
30

Plate
$697.40
$1,257.00
$306.50
$1,028.00
$379.44

Envelopes
$980.00
$435.00
$960.00
$25.00
$386.00

Total
$1,677.40
$1,692.00
$1,266.50
$1,053.00
$765.44

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,544 per week): $7,720

•Actual Income: $6,454.34
•Average Weekly Income: $1,244.17
•Average Attendance: 45
•Per Capita Income: $27.50

Game On!
In November, we finalized our plan for

2017. And now that January is here, it’s
“game on!” Are you excited? I am. As a
church, we are the verge of some major
undertakings as we prepare to start working
the plan. You may recall that our overall
objective is to increase attendance and
commitment at Bethesda. To do that, we
will be working on two main goals. Our
outreach goal is to “plan and promote
events to invite, engage and welcome the
community.” Our discipleship goal is to
organize a discipleship ministry focused on
youthandchildren.Wehaveanewoutreach
team in place to work on the first goal. The
children’s discipleship ministry initiative is
still looking for a couple people to lead the
charge. The first step in that process will be
to consider what children’s ministry will
look like going forward. The nursery is
already back up and ready for use!
Be on the lookout this month for more

information and ideas about how you can
help the church implement the plan.
Remember, this is your plan. It will take all

of us working together to make it happen.
Everyone can do something! But we can
only do what you are willing to do.

Want to Know a Secret?
If I had the secret for growing the church,

would youwantme to tell you? If I knew the
one surefire way to increase attendance,
would you want to know? Would you be
willing to do it if you knew it would work?
Well, it’s not much of a secret. The single

most effectiveway togrowachurch is for its
members and attenders to invite people:

their friends, families, neighbors,
acquaintances, co-workers, etc. That might
not be the answer you were hoping to hear,
but that’s the truth. Depending on whose
statistics you believe, 60% to 80%of people
say they would consider attending a church
if a friend or acquaintance invited them.
Study after study (and my own personal
experience) affirms the power of a personal
invitation. Think about it. This is our single
most powerful (and most likely to succeed)
method for growing the church.Yes, we are

MORE FROM PASTOR LINDA

Continued Page 5
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All women in the church and the community are invited to attend this fun and informative
study of several of the women of the Bible, some bad for a season, some just plain bad.
Written by Liz Curtis Higgs and led by Pastor Linda, you will learn and laugh your way
through this study! Sign up in the back of the Sanctuary or contact Pastor Linda. Sessions
are from 10:30 a.m. to noon on Wednesdays, from January 11 through February 22.

“Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called God’s children.”
Matthew 5:9, CEB

TheUnitedMethodist Church recognizes six “Special Sundays” throughout the year with
special offerings. January 15, Human Relations Day, is the first one of the year. Human
RelationsDay calls for us to recognize the right of allGod’s children to realize their potential.
Your gifts allow theUnitedMethodist Church to strengthen outreach to communities in the
United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk youth and
at-risk elderly. Please consider supporting this special offering. Even a few dollars makes a
big difference. Bethesda will participate in all six Special Sundays this year. Mark your
calendars for the remaining five, too:UMCORSunday (March26);NativeAmericanSunday
(April 30); Peace with Justice Sunday (June 11); World Communion Sunday (October 1);
United Methodist Student Sunday (November 26).

NEWS & NOTICES
NURSERY COORDINATOR NEEDED

BAD GIRLS OF THE BIBLE!

A NEW DIRECTION FOR OUTREACH
The Outreach, Evangelism, and Activities Committees have all been combined into one

new team, by action of the Administrative Council. The new combined team will meet for
the first time on Sunday, January 8, right after worship. If you were serving on any of these
three committees, we’ve signed you up for the new combined team. The new team will
combine the functions of traditional outreach (helping people in need), and reaching out to
the community to promote our church. This team will also oversee the various events and
activities that wewill sponsor throughout the year, startingwith the Talent Showon January
28. If you are interested in serving on this team, please plan to attend themeeting on January
8. This will be an organizational meeting, and will set the direction for the rest of the year.
MikeClough is chairman of the new team. Please feel free to contact himorme if youwould
like more information, or would like to be part of this exciting new team!

Check out our new nursery! It has been painted and redecorated. It looks beautiful. If you
are able to serve in the nursery one Sunday a month, please sign up in the back of the
Sanctuary.We need two Safe Sanctuary-trained people lined up to serve in the nursery every
Sunday. Most Sundays, we don’t have children in the nursery (yet), but we need to be ready!
Also we need a Nursery Coordinator to arrange for the volunteers to serve in the nursery.
Please contact Pastor Linda if you can serve in this important role.

Thanks to everyone who filled out and
turned in a Commitment Form and a Gifts
Commitment. We will soon be contacting
all those who signed up to serve. If you
haven’t filled out the form, it’s not too late.
You can drop it in the offering plate any
Sunday or hand it to me as you leave.
Thanks again for your support of the
ministry and vision of the church in 2017!

Our Easton District is offering its annual Leadership training on Saturday, February 18
from 9 a.m. to noon at Centreville UMC. If you are serving on one of the teams or
committees of the church, I encourage you to attend. The training is usually very good, and
this year’s agenda offers something for everyone. There are sessions offered on the
following: SPRC, Church Council, Finance, Trustees, Safe Sanctuary, Preaching,
Sacraments, Prayer Ministry. The church will pay the registration fee for you. See Pastor
Linda about registering by February 1.

I was thrilled that twelve people attended
Safe Sanctuary training last month! Thank
you all for your commitment to the children
and youth of our congregation! Just a
reminder that anyone who is involved with
children and youth must have this
important training. You have two more
opportunities:
1. At Bethesda on January 4th at 6:30pm.
Sign up at the back of the Sanctuary or
email Pastor Linda.

2. At Centreville UMC on February 18, 9
a.m. to noon (pre-registration is required
by February 1). Email Pastor Linda for a
registration form or pick one up in the
Sanctuary. Bethesda will pay the
registration fee.

Pastor LindaDISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING

THANK YOU!

SPECIAL SUNDAY #1: HUMAN RELATIONS DAY, JANUARY 15

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING

You are invited to Hurlock UMC (502
South Main Street, Hurlock) on Monday,
January 16, 2017 at 8:30 a.m. to honor the
legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dr. Lorenzo Hughes, Assistant
Superintendent of Instruction for
Dorchester County Public Schools, will be
theKeynote Speaker. Theprogram features
prayers by local clergy persons (including
Pastor Linda), and musical presentations
with Mr. Kevin Lewis and students from
North Dorchester Middle School and
Youth for Christ from Unity Washington
UMC. Seating is limited. The event is free of
charge, but we do need to register. Please
contact Pastor Linda or sign up in the
Sanctuary by January 11 if youwould like to
attend.

SIXTH ANNUAL KING
PRAYER BREAKFAST
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NEWS & NOTICES

On Saturday, December 3, Bethesda
hosted the CRHS Jazz Band for a
holiday-themed concert. Although the
concert was free to the public, the
church collected a love offering that
raised $160.00 to support the CRHS
band program! It is a true honor for
Bethesda to have these young people on
our stage, andwe thank themfor sharing
their talent with us, especially at such a
busy time of year.
Top left picture: a group photo of the band

before going on stage. Front row, from left: Keith
Cayer, Ryan Haynes, Jordan Banks; Second
row: Thomas Cheezum II (Director), Larsen
VanOfferen, Zoey Hacker, Jacob Dickinson,
Thomas Cheezum III, Matt Wilson; Third
Row: Shania Garcia, Gabe Prettyman, Nick
Lewis, Tyler Smith; Back Row: Ryan Smith,
Emma Hacker, Jonathan Kraus, Ian
Leverage.
Bottom left picture: the band performs a

number on the Fellowship Hall stage!

CRHS JAZZ BAND CONCERT

WOMEN OF BETHESDA CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

The women of the church held their annual Christmas luncheon on Wednesday, December 14. Attendees,
pictured above, were, from left: Wanda Prothero, Joyce Alderman, Patsy Lord, Eris Rima, Carol Miller,
Rev. Linda Pevey, Donna Lane, Sandy Coulbourne, Barbara Sanders, Isabel Brannock, Brenda Baker,
and the day's hostess, Doris Gerlach. And a good time was had by all!

The mitten and hat tree and the Sanctuary
Chrismon Tree pose together after service on
December 11. Once blessed during service, the
winter clothes were delivered the next day to

Samaritan House in Denton.

OMITTEN TREE, O MITTEN TREE
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NEWS & NOTICES
CHRISTMAS EVE AT BETHESDA

Bethesda's Christmas Eve service was
very well attended this year, despite very
foggy weather! Pictured at left are the
evening's three musical acts. Clockwise from
bottom left: Bethesda Bells (from left, Meridith
Gray, Jill Cheezum, Eric Cheezum, Alyson
Farnell, Erika Mae Brady, and Linda Gadow;
Violet Cheezum, left, and Kari Farnell are facing
away from camera); Cheezum Family Woodwind
ChamberEnsemble (from left, Susannah,Tom III,
Violet, Jill, and Tom Cheezum II); and the
Andrew/Farnell Family Singers (from left, Kari
Farnell, Alyson Farnell, Meridith Farnell Gray,
and Donna Andrew.

GIRL SCOUT TROOP #1245
going to be mailing invitations to the
community, and we are planning a calendar
of events and activities to appeal to the
community. BUT none of that is as
effective as your personal invitation.
If wewant to see the church grow,we can

each play a significant part in making that
happen. Don’tworry.Weare going tomake
it easy for you to invite your friends. More
information will be coming soon! For now,
be thinking of and praying for those you
could invite!

Pastor Linda

PASTOR LINDA (cont.)

Themembers of Girl Scout Troop #1245 (Laura Divjak, troop leader) have had a busy Fall
semester. Among other projects, they have made rain barrels for a service project, helped
other troops repair the dock at Camp Todd at Williston, and they have been preparing a
script for a screenwriting badge! Bethesda has a long history of hosting Girl Scout troops,
and we are thrilled to have them in the building every week. Pictured above, from left: Jacqueline
Mueller, Jill Cheezum, Stephanie Mueller, and Clara Divjak.

Thank you to the congregation of
Bethesda UMC for your generous
Christmas gift. I am so appreciative
of it. It is truly my privilege and
honor to serve as your pastor.
Blessings, Pastor Linda
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This month we continue our ongoing series of transcriptions of the sermons from
October's Homecoming service.
It truly is a joy, and a pleasure, and an honor to be with you and to

worship with you. There are some new faces, and it is wonderful to
see new faces among you. And then there are many that I remember
andhold dear, and so I justwant to saywhat a joy it is to behere.We're
going to look at Esther. As you know, Esther was a queen, but she
didn't start off that way, and that's what this book is really about. She
started off as a humble Jewish girl who was brought in, was then
selected – she didn't get a choice, she was selected – and then, after
her selection came, there were some underhanded things. You know
how things happen in society - let's be honest, it hasn't changed that
much. So there were these underhanded things that were happening,
andHamanwas the right handman to the king, so
to speak, and he wanted to get rid of the Jews. So
he hadworked out how to get rid of them.And so
Esther is here, called by her cousin Mordecai, to
say, "You have to go, you have to go before the
king." See, thepenalty of that day, to gobefore the
king, was death. You didn't go without the
invitation first, so she was risking her life.
And so we're going to hear just a bit of that

conversation that’s happening between Esther
and Mordecai in Esther 4, verses 10 through 16:
"Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a
message for Mordecai, saying 'All the king's
servants and the people of the king's provinces
know that any man or woman goes to the king
inside the inner court without being called, there
is just one law. All alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds
out the golden scepter to someonemay that person live. Imyself have
not been called to come into the king for thirty days.’ And when they
told Mordecai what Esther had said, Mordecai told them to reply to
Esther, ‘Do not think that in the king's palace you will escape any
more than any other Jew. For if you keep silent at such a time as this,
relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter. But
you and your father's family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you
have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’ And then
Esther said in reply toMordecai, ‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found
in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf. Neither eat nor drink for three
days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as you do, and after
that I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish,
I perish."
Esther is an absolutely wonderful example to us of a person who

has been called to a time and to a place. Not necessarily that she
sought it, but it came seeking her. And in each of our lives, we have
those callings. As Christians, every one of us are called to ministry.
Some are called in different ways. I knowmyself: for those that know
me, remember that I was a nurse. I was quite happy being a nurse; I
loved being a hospice nurse. I found great joy and pleasure and, to be

honest with you, I was really good at it. I was, it was just my gift in
nursing, and I knew that was the kind of nursing I was supposed to
do.UntilGod calledme toministry. And then I could no longer really
feel that joy; I still had pleasure with it, I still enjoy doing nursing. But
the joy wasn't as present and it just wasn't there anymore. And God
used that to move me to respond to the call, to respond, to say yes.
Do I understand why God called me at this time? When I began the
process we had two kids, then we had two more. In this moment in
life, it's crazy and it's busy as it is, and then on top of it I having to
prepare for seminary and then begin with appointments.
And so, in 2012, as Eric shared, I was appointed here, my first

appointment. I had been a youth leader, a youth director, paid on
staff, so I understood how staffs worked, how churches worked. But

it's a little different, especially when they come to
you and say "We want to try something
new." [Laughter] "And we want you to do it." But
then the pressure came off because at the time we
had Rev. Gary Moore, and he said, "But if this
doesn't work, it's not going to be a reflection on
you, because we're trying something that I think
will work, but I don't know, itmay not. Pray about
it, and then, if you have any hesitation, say no."
Well, I came home and I prayed about it, and I
sharedwithChriswhatmy conversation hadbeen
with the D.S. that day. And I prayed some more,
prayed somemore. And I really felt like, yes, God
was calling me for such a time as this.
And, you know, it was only for those three years

that you were in that connection with those other
two churches. But there was a reason and there was purpose. We
don't always see that reason or purpose at the moment and in that
time, because too oftenwe're only able to see very narrowly. But each
one of us is called, and, you know, back in Esther's time she knew,
either male or female, going before the king could mean death. It
wasn't about male or female it was about anyone. And today we're
talking about women in ministry, but, you know, all of us can come
up against opposition when we're serving in ministry. Yes: as a
woman inministrydo Ihavecertain things that Ihave todealwith that
someofmymale counterparts donot?Yes.Are there things that I can
change? Yeah, if I have parts of my character, you know, if I'm
arrogant, that's something I can deal with. Can I change that I am
female? No. But what I know inside me deep is that God has called
me to ministry. He has called me to be a pastor, and I have to be
obedient toGodbefore I'mobedient toman.And so, therefore, even
though there are timeswhere things happen, I still have to be faithful,
I still have to push forward. And that's what we're all called to do.
So what is it that God is placing in your life, what is your "for such

a time as this"?Maybe it's a new thing that's about to begin,maybe it's
something you've already been involved in, or maybe God is just
starting towork on you.God is faithful, if wewill be obedient. Amen.

HOMECOMING REFLECTION – REV. KAREN HANDY
HOMECOMING 2016

Rev. Karen Handy prepares to sing during
Homecoming service on October 9.
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Who's
Who

At Bethesda?

This rural area and its
churches has played
an important part in
both the spiritual
and social life of this
month’s featured

member, Kay
Fairbank. Kay says she has

lived here “forever.” As a youngster, she
went to Bethesda’s Sunday School. Her
aunt, Lerew Engle, was one of the teachers.
In fact, the red banners on each side of our
Sanctuary were placed there in her aunt’s
memory.Kay andher husband, Sam,will be
celebrating their Fiftieth Wedding
Anniversary next year. They have some
pets: two dogs and two goats. She was
employed full-time at Preston Trucking for
twenty-seven years, followed by
employment with the Caroline County
School System for about ten years. Not
content in her eventual
retirement, until
recently she also
cleaned houses.
Kay has many
hobbies like:
dabbling in
f u r n i t u r e
r e s t o r a t i o n ,
sewing cross-
stitch, and
doing Swedish
embroidery, gardening, and camping in
their travel trailer. She enjoys bus trips, and
although loving to “live out in the open”
does like taking in the sights of New York
City on occasion. What does Kay like in
particular aboutBethesdaU.M.C.? She likes
the familiarity of worshipping with fellow
members and attendees that she grew up
with.

Nancy Seaman

FEATURES

Zephaniah (which
means “the Lord
hides”) was written
around the time of
King Josiah. This
was around 640-609
B.C., between the fall of

Nineveh and the
Babylonian attackon Judea. Themain theme
throughout the book of Zephaniah is of
divine protection, both present and future.
Zephaniah lists several people from whom
he is descended; it is thought that is to show
that he is close to those in power. This gives
his message an even greater impact. Hemay
even be descended from royalty; therefore,
his words may have been received with even
more approval.
In the first two chapters of Zephaniah, he

discusses the coming day of judgment on the
nation of Judah. At this point, Judah was
under the rule ofKing Josiah. It is important
to understand the life of Josiah and the
nation of Judah at this time frame, so the
book of 2 Chronicles must be looked at as
well. Josiah became King when he was 8
years old, following the assassination of his
father. While his father and grandfather
before him had been evil kings, Josiah was a
goodking and sought to followGod. Hewas
known as the last good king. Because Josiah
was seeking God, he challenged many of the
laws and ways of life that had been put in
place by his father and grandfather. Thus
Zephaniah was prophesying of the
destruction of Judah as it was known at that

time. In
trying to
clean-up and
reform the
nation of
Judah, a
“copy of the
law” was
found. When
it was read
(and the
assumption
is it had not
been read in

at least 50 years), Josiah was so upset at not
following God’s laws that he tore his
clothing and repented. It was at this point
thatGod promised that Josiahwould not see
the destruction of Judah.
Besides pronouncing judgment on the

nation of Judah, God describes how He has
seen the sins done against Judah, and records
how He will punish those that have hurt
them. Among those who will face God’s
judgment are some well-known names.
Gaza, Ethiopia, Assyria, and Nineveh are
among the nations warned of destruction.
The descriptions of God’s plans for
defeating the sinful nations continue into
chapter 3. But then, almostwithoutwarning,
Zephaniah begins to tell of God’s love and
mercy to those that will be left.
Beginning around verse 8, we have

Zephaniah to thank for the reminder that
even though God’s judgment will come, He
will keep a remnant out to ensure the survival
of the nation of Judah. Zephaniah tells us to
wait for theLord. ThatHewill come to them
from beyond the rivers of Ethiopia and will
remove their rebellious acts from them. The
prophet encourages the listener to praise
God for the things He will do for that
remnant left behind. In the rather poetic
language at the endof chapter 3, the love that
God has for those He has saved can be seen.
Zephaniah 3:17 says, “The Lord yourGod is
with you, theMightyWarrior who saves. He
will take great delight in you; in his love he
will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice
over you with singing.” Some versions end
it this way, “…He will rejoice over you with
shouts of joy.” What a phenomenal
experience! To think thatGodwould rejoice
over us, whether with shouts of joy, or with
singing! ThatGodwould respond in thisway
to His creation is mind-blowing.
As Christians, the book of Zephaniah

helps us to see that even when the tough
times come, even when death and
destruction might surround us, if we are
believers in God, we will survive. Not only
that, butGodwill bewith us and help us; and
rejoice over us with singing!

Kari Farnell

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: ZEPHANIAH

Joyce Cohee, at the talent
show this past April.

Russian icon of the prophet
Zephaniah, 18th century.

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
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