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PASTOR'S MESSAGE

TH
E BE HESDA

When I was a kid, my
family went on
vacation every
summer in our
pop-up camper. It
wasn’t luxurious,

but it made possible
road trips that wouldn’t

have happened otherwise. I have such
wonderful memories of those trips withmy
parents and four brothers. My mom always
kept a journal, and I’ve enjoyed going back
and reading about those trips that I treasure
from my childhood. Thanks to her journal,
the places we went and the things we did
come vividly back to life.
Over the next month in our worship

service, wewill be traveling alongwith Jesus
on his “road trip” to Jerusalem. At the end
of the ninth chapter of the gospel of Luke,
the story reaches a turning point. Up to that
time, Jesus has spent his time in the region
of the Galilee in the northern part of Israel,
where hewas from. At the end of chapter 9,
we read, Jesus “set his face” to go to
Jerusalem, and Luke spends about 10
chapters narrating Jesus’ journey. It is a
travelogue of sorts, a journal of the trip,
with Luke reporting the stories Jesus told
and the charactershe encountered along the
way. Some of Jesus’ best known stories take
place on that road trip.
I love the gospel of Luke and I look

forward to traveling on this road trip with
you.

Blessings,
Pastor Linda
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Bethesda's VBS "A Jungle Adventure" will be
held the week before school starts, August
15-19, from 6:30-8:00PM. We will be on an
expedition to discover justwho Jesus is andhow
He can be our Guide through life.
Teachers are needed for the following:
Ages 4/5/6 – Beginner Explorer
Ages 7/8/9 – Intermediate Explorer
Ages 10/11/12 – Explorer I
Aged 13+ Advanced Explorer II (They will

have their own special lesson time and also help
serve refreshments and assist with craft.)
The classrooms need to be tidied before our

VBS starts. Therefore I ask that as many able-
bodied churchgoers as possible come to our last
VBS meeting on Wednesday, August 10 at
6:30PM.
There will be an opportunity to pre-register

for our VBS in the children's activities room at

our Peach Festival,
Saturday, August 13,
9AM - 2PM.
I am informed that

Bethesda's teens may be
willing to help in the
preparations for this
children's activities room. Some decorations
will need to be made beforehand, the room
actually decorated on the Friday night before,
and helpers needed on that Saturday to help
guide the children through the games.
Please call me ASAP at 410-673-1481 or

410-443-4767 if you can help.
I have always held unto that old adage: "Many

handsmake light work."Andwhat can be better
than working together to share the gospel of
good news with others in our community?

Nancy Marie Seaman

BETHESDA WILL HOST VBS AUGUST 15-19

With the Peach Festival only about two
weeks away, there's a few things to think
about.
We still have tickets to sell for the BBQ

chickenplatters.They are $9.00 each, or you
can sell tickets to your friends. Contact Kay
at 410-673-7288. There are still vendor and
craft tables for rent at $20 and you can call
Donna at 410-673-2161. Baked goods are
always needed. It is important to have
plentyofpeach items, but cookies andother
things sell very well, too.
Since this is our main fundraiser of the

year, and a well known festival, we need the
continued support of the church to have a
successful 15th annual Peach Festival. It is
on August 13 at the Preston Fire House at
3680 Choptank Road from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

PEACH FESTIVAL

The church picnic is being planned for
Sept. 18. Details will be announced later.

CHARGE CONF. TRAINING
There will be a Charge Conference
Information Meeting on the following
dates:

August 23 (Tuesday)
Centreville UMC
6:30-7:30pm

August 25 (Thursday)
Hurlock UMC
6:30-7:30pm

All Clergy, and any Laity that are
responsible forChargeConference reports,
are strongly encouraged to attend one of
these events. Please let Pastor Linda know
if you would like to attend.

Lost on Sunday, July 24, possibly in the
church parking lot or inside. It is a dainty
gold bracelet with black stones. If anybody
has found this, please contact Donna Lane.

LOST ITEM IN PARKING LOT
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The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Goldie Boone
(410-673-2250)

4965 Bethlehem Road

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C I
RC

LE
OF CONCERN

SPIRITUAL GEM
As you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives
in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to
it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deceit, according
to human tradition, according to the

elemental spirits of the universe, and not
according to Christ.
Collossians 2:6-8

WEEKLY INCOME: JULY 2016
Date
7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

Attendance
38
42
39
40
54

Plate
$201.00
$713.00
$673.00
$643.00
$493.18

Envelopes
$645.00
$750.00
$775.00
$530.00
$550.00

Total
$846.00
$1,463.00
$1,448.00
$1,173.00
$1,043.18

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,544 per week): $7,720

•Actual Income: $5,973.18
•Average Weekly Income: $1,235.72
•Average Attendance: 47
•Per Capita Income: $26.46

CARD OF THANKS
My Friends at Bethesda,

Thank you very much for the very kind
gift of the leather-bound Hymnal. I have
gotten great use out of it and anticipate
continuing to do so for many years to
come.

Thanks and God Bless,
Guy Lowry

Sonnet LIII – August

Far off among the fields and
meadow rills

The August noon bends o'er a
world of green.

In the blue sky the white clouds
pause, and lean

To paint broad shadows on the
wooded hills

And upland farms. A brooding
silence fills

The languid hours. No living forms
are seen

Save birds and insects. Here and
there, between

The broad boughs and the grass,
the locust trills

Unseen his long-drawn,
slumberous monotone.

The sparrow and the lonely phœbe-
bird,

Now near, now far, across the
fields are heard;

And close beside me here that
Spanish drone,

The dancing grasshopper, whom
no trouble frets,

In the hot sunshine snaps his
castanets.

Christopher Pearse Cranch
(1813-1892)



S AT U R D AY
August 13th
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Fifteenth Annual

Peach
Festival

PRESTON FIRE HALL
Preston, MD

Music by
“Reminiscing”

50s & 60s Duet
FOOD! FUN!

CRAFTS!
Benefits Bethesda United

Methodist Church

½ Chicken BBQ
Platters

by Troy Brooks
Pre-Order Only
Call 410-673-7288

Soft Crab Sandwiches
Peach Ice Cream
Hamburgers, Hot 

Dogs
Scrapple Sandwiches
Fresh Local Peaches

Baked Goods
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NEWS & NOTICES

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson is returning to the Philadelphia Episcopal Area to lead the Eastern
Pennsylvania and Peninsula-Delaware Conferences for another four years. Her reassignment
was announced in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Friday, July 15, 2016 in the closing session of the
UMC’s Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, by members of the jurisdiction’s Episcopacy
Committee. The announcements of where all nine NEJ bishops would be invited to serve for
the 2017-2020 quadrennium were made after a week of suspense, and following the historic
election of two new bishops who are both African American clergywomen. Most bishops
serving in their first terms will return for another four years. Bishop Johnson is the only one
to return to an area for a third consecutive term.
Concerning her reappointment, Bishop Johnson writes, "It is my joy to accept the invitation

by the NEJ Episcopacy Committee to remain as the bishop of the Eastern PA and Peninsula-
Delaware Conferences for another four years. My husband Michael and I are thrilled to have
the opportunity to serve among you for this unprecedented additional third quadrennium. I am
reminded of the words of the Apostle Paul from I Thessalonians 5:11-18: Therefore encourage one
another and build up one another just as you are also doing, but we request of you, brethren that you appreciate
those who diligently labor among you and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction and that
you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another and we urge you brethren,
admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all people. See that no one repays
another with evil for evil but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people. Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
It is my goal to continue to build up the body: both laity and clergy, to encourage our leaders,

to 'seek after that which is good' for all people, with a particular emphasis on our churches of
color and engaging in intentional efforts at eliminating racism and violence. The strength for
this work is found in the living resources of our spiritual disciplines. In all things let us give
thanks and pray without ceasing. There is much good work yet to be done in the Philadelphia
Area. Thanks to excellent hospitality from both lay and clergy of the Philadelphia Area during
the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference."
(Thanks to the Peninsula-Delaware Conference for help with this article.)

Left: Bishop Peggy A. Johnson receives her renomination (image courtesy of the Easton District Office).

BISHOP JOHNSON APPOINTED TO THIRD TERM

A WARM WELCOME TO THE PEVEYS

Rev. Pevey preached her first sermon at Bethesda on July 3. Afterward the church held
a cookie reception to welcome her and her husband, Barry, and to give the Peveys a chance
to meet the congregation. Many thanks to those who helped to set up the Fellowship Hall
and who donated cookies for the reception! And welcome again to Pastor Linda and Barry!

Above, left to right: Pastor Linda and husband
Barry; Donna Lane's welcome sign for Pastor
Linda's first day; the big buffet table full of cookies!
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