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Then Jesus came to them
and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.
Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the

name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
Greetings in thenameof JesusChrist, our

Lord and Savior. I am so looking forward to
this new season in my life and ministry as I
begin serving as your pastor.
This scripture passage, which we call the

Great Commission, is one of my favorites.
Perhaps it is better called the “Great Co-
mission.” Jesus gives us, the church, the
mission of carrying on what he started. But
he promises to be with us always. We don’t
do it alone, but in partnership with Jesus.
That is a promise we can stand on as we
carry on the work of the church. I, for one,
am grateful for that assurance.
My passion in ministry really is all about

makingdisciples. There are somanyways to
do that. We do it by spreading the good
news of the gospel through worship,
through Bible study, and even through
Christian fellowship. We also do it by
showing the love, grace, mercy, and joy of
Jesus to those who do not yet know him. I
am a Christian today because someone
shared the love and grace of Jesus with me.
When I got to know Jesus, I couldn’t help

but want to be part of his church. I love the
church! I truly believe that it can change the
world, even if it is for one person at a time.

VII:5 – JULY 20
16

3

3, 7

4
5

6
7
7

Easton Dist. Local Pastors
Gideons International

Presentation
Report from 2016

Annual Conference
Farewell to the Wileys
A Walk with the Minor

Prophets: Micah
Women's Luncheon
Cat's Meow Order Form

1
1
1
1

1-2
2
2
3
3
3

Peach Festival News
Summer Bible Study
Rev. Pevey Meet & Greet
VBS Planning Meeting
Pastor's Message
Monthly Bulletin
Youth View
Handy Ordination
Card of Thanks
Farnell-Gray Wedding

Continued on Page 2

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY
Chris and Kari Farnell will lead a Bible

study, "Stepping Out in Faith," in July and
August. The study will focus on Old
Testament stories dealing with the notion
of faith. It will take place at Bethesda on
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. beginning July 19 and
running through August 30. All are invited
to attend.

VBS PLANNING MEETING
Wednesday, July 13 at 6:30p.m. – another

opportunity to "step out on faith" – will be
our first meeting to plan Bethesda's August
VBS (dates to be determined). The
challenge is on for us to present God's
Word in five evenings of informative and
fun-filled activities. We may be a small
congregation, but the task of holding this
VBS can and will be met with our Lord's
help and guidance. All we need do is listen
to thesewords in Philippians 4:13: "I can do
everything through him who gives me
strength."

Nancy Seaman

MEET PASTOR PEVEY!
Pastor Linda Pevey takes the pulpit
for the first time on Sunday, July 3.
Afterwards, there will be a reception
of light refreshments held in the

Fellowship Hall. Please come out and
get to know her!

PEACH FEST. COMING SOON!
The Peach Festival is fast approaching

and we really need people to bake peach
cobblers and pies and other items for the
bake table. The bake table is very successful
and last year we made over $1,100. We also
need cobblers and pies to sell by the piece at
the dessert window. So we really need
people to bake, bake, and bake so that we
don't sell out too early.
The event is held at the Preston Fire

House on Aug. 13 from 9-2. We will have
scrapple sandwiches, soft crabs, burgers,
and hot dogs at the food window.
The Peach Festival T-shirts are available

now for $12 and will help to advertise the
festival. There are crafts and vendor tables
andwell as a children's roomandReminiscing
will be singing again this year.
Ticketswill be available soon for theBBQ

chicken dinners. They are $9. for 1/2
chicken, potato salad, beans, and a roll. The
chicken is preparedbyTroyBrookswithhis
"secret ingredients" so you know it will be
good!
We need volunteers to help the day of the

festival. If you can help with anything,
please contact Bill and Shirley Bennett,
CarolMiller,KayFairbank, orDonnaLane.
This is our biggest fund raiser of the year
andmany people look forward to it. It takes
a lot of people to make it a success and we
really appreciate everyone's help.

Donna Lane
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Friday, June 3, a
meeting was held at
Nancy Seaman's
house to discuss
ideas for a possible
youth group. There
were eight people

present: Gillian,
Susannah, Violet, and Mary Cheezum;
Emma, Anna, and Beth Carmean; and
Nancy. Throughout the meeting many
ideaswere suggested. Some ideas startedoff
little and everyone added to them.We came
up with ideas that were very small to things
that we would need many people to help
with. Here are a few of those ideas:
• form a chorus
• use the stage for plays
• have a fun activity each month
• read a short devotional and discuss it
As you can see there are many ideas, we

just need to make them a reality. We will
continue meeting as we make plans for the
future. Please get the word out to other
young people that we are on the move!

Gillian Cheezum

MONTHLY BULLETIN
The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
CL

E O
F CONCERN

I look forward to getting to know you over
the next few months, and hearing about
your passions for ministry!

Serving with you,
Pastor Linda

WEEKLY INCOME: APRIL 2016
Date

6/5

6/12

6/19

6/26

Attendance

48

38

33

44

Plate

$1,203.25

$172.00

$288.00

$550.00

Envelopes

$575.00

$565.00

$290.00

$920.00

Total

$1,778.25

$737.00

$578.00

$1,470.00

Statistics
•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1544 per week): $6,176.00

•Actual Income: $4,563.25
•Average Weekly Income: $1,243.62
•Average Attendance: 48
•Per Capita Income: $26.17

"His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Thus he has given us,
through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may
escape from the corruption that is in theworld because of lust, andmay becomeparticipants
in the divine nature. For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith
with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with endurance, and endurancewith godliness, and godliness withmutual affection,
and mutual affection with love. For if these things are yours and are increasing among you,
they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For anyone who lacks these things is short-sighted and blind, and is forgetful of the
cleansing of past sins. Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your
call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble." (2 Peter 1:3-10)

SCRIPTURAL GEM

YOUTH VIEW

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

"Ah, summer, what power you have
to make us suffer and like it."

~ Russell Baker (born 1925) ~

YARDSTICK FOR LIVING
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NEWS & NOTICES

During this year's annual conference in Princess
Anne, Rev. Karen Handy was fully ordained by
Bishop Peggy Johnson. Here she is pictured

during the "passing of the mantle" – a tradition
in which newly ordained pastors symbolically

receive the mantle of leadership from their retiring
colleagues. Rev. Handy was the only minister to
be fully ordained in the Peninsula-Delaware
Conference this year. Bethesda sent Rev. Handy
a gift of $100 to recognize her achievement.

HANDY ORDINATION FARNELL–GRAY WEDDING

Meridith Farnell and Jordan Gray were married Saturday, June 18. Above left: proud father Chris
Farnell escorts Meridith to the altar. Above right: the happy couple!

EASTON DISTRICT LOCAL PASTORS GRADUATE

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference held its licensing school for local pastors at Camp Pecometh in mid-
June. One graduate was our very own Guy Lowry, who is pictured above (front row, middle) with his
Easton District cohort. The newly minted Rev. Lowry become pastor at Concord UMC on July 1. To
mark the occasion, Bethesda gave Guy an engraved, leatherbound UM Hymnal to use in his new career.CARD OF THANKS

Dearest Bethesdamembers and friends,
I was so honored to receive your gift

for my ordination. My time with you
along with the many memories are a
treasure to me. I thank you for this gift
and for loving me as I began ministry. I
will use this gift toward ministry and
furthering the Gospel.

In deepest appreciation,
Rev. Karen Handy

On June 19, Mr. Mike Eskow spoke to Bethesda about the work
ofGideons International.More than twobillion scriptureshavebeen
distributed by the Gideons since 1899. With a membership of over
311,000 worldwide, the organization distributes Bibles in 200
countries and in over 100 languages. Here in Caroline County, the
Gideons have been very active. Bibles have been given out at both
Colonel Richardson and North Caroline High Schools; large print
NewTestamentshave recentlybeenplaced in all the county’snursing

Continued on Page 7

GIDEONS INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION

Mike Eskow talks
about the Gideons.
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NEWS & NOTICES

232nd Peninsula-Delaware
Annual Conference:
Racial Reconciliation

at the
Tree of Peace

The Peninsula-Delaware Annual
Conference was held at the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore, June 9-11, 2016.
Bishop Peggy Johnson welcomed clergy
and laity to the 232nd session of the
Conference. Opening worship session
began with the Act of Repentance service.
Celebration commenced with “All
CreaturesofOurGodandKing”before the
guest musician of the weekend, Michael
Jacobs, shared a song to center the
gathering for a time of repentance.
Presiding Bishop, Peggy A. Johnson,
welcomed everyone and offered a Call to
Repentance. A special Native story was
performed by Raggatha Rain Calentine,
Chair of the Committee on Native
American Ministries. John 1:1-5 was read
before the introduction of Rev. Dr. Thom
White Wolf Fassett, who shared the
message with all in attendance. Bishop
Johnson led a responsive confession with
the help of two Natives, Rev. Shane Moran
of Church Hill-Price Charge and boe harris
of Seaford, Delaware. The body was asked
to tie a gray ribbon on the wrist of their
neighbor to symbolize the ashes of
repentance and a sign of confession. The
Peninsula-Delaware Cabinet Members, as
well as Bishop Johnson, read a statement
that was adapted from the Council of
Bishops’ Statement to signify the continual
work that lies ahead in the future. A
celebration of Communion and recessional
to the song “Wonderful Words of Life "
closed the opening worship session.

Memorable points or quotes by Rev.
Eric H. F. Law, guest speaker:

• "We need external relationships because
they are resources, they have more to offer
than you know right now!"
• "Most people want to give; they just don't
know who to trust."
• Being non-judgmental is key because it’s

in everything you do!
• 6 degrees of separation; 3 degrees of
influence. Go and do what God has called
you to do.
• We have 3 degrees of influence-to friends
of friends of friends. 100 church people
with 10 friends can influence over 10,000
people.

Celebration of Ministry:
At the Celebration of Ministry, fifth-year
anniversaries milestones of those ordained
were recognized, those who were to be
commissioned and ordained were
presented, and those who were retiring at
this session of the Annual Conference were
honored. Many of the retirees spoke to the
Annual Conference by a video that had
been prepared beforehand. Once again,
Rev. Jervis Cooke (96), the oldest living
clergy member of the conference, was in
attendance during the celebration and
received a lengthy standing ovation for his
service that amounts to over 70 years. After
the general examination of Deacon and
Elder, thepassingof themantle fromour 12
retiring clergy to our new ordinand was
complete.Wealso celebrated60yearsof the
ordination of women with all the women
clergy receiving tiaras.

Ordination Service:
The Peninsula-Delaware Commissioning
and Ordination Service is steeped in
tradition. The Clergy Festival Choir began
to sing “Where Charity and Love Prevail.”
Music, prayer, excitement and some
mystery were all evident. Bishop Peggy
Johnson offered the Word, and Retired
Bishops Felton Edwin May and Violet
Fisher participated in the laying on of
hands.

Provisional Member - Order of Deacon:
Robyn Scheina Brown
Provisional Members - Order of Elder:
Jacqueline Geraldine Davis Ford, Jacob
Matthew Macklin, Amor Del Rosario
Woolsey
Full member - Order of Elder:
Karen Riggleman Handy

REPORT FROM THE 2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Other Highlights:

The Conference was recognized for paying
100 percent of its General Church
Apportionment for 30 consecutive years.

The Rev. Derrick Porter, Wilmington
District Superintendent, was nominated by
the General Conference Delegation and
endorsed by the Conference for the
position of Bishop.

Conference Legislative Action:
Resolutions that were adopted:
• RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH
CONFERENCEADVANCESPECIALS
FOR 2017- 2020
• RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATED
USE OF PDAC AFRICA UNIVERSITY
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
• RESOLUTION ON BENJAMIN
COOMBES HOUSE AS A
CONFERENCE HISTORIC SITE
• RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION
OF THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
•RESOLUTION INSUPPORTOFTHE
REPEAL OF THE DEATH PENALTY
IN DELAWARE
Resolutions that were tabled:
• RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
LOCAL CHURCHES BEING GUN
FREE ZONES
Resolutions that were voted down:
• RESOLUTION TO CREATE STUDY
MATERIALS ON LGBT ISSUES

Offerings at Annual Conference:
• Clergy Assistance Fund $2,356
• Youth Service Fund $1,580
• Africa University Athletic Field $9,800
• Central Congo Partnership $14,196
• BOOM Scholarships $11,131
Grand Total $39,063
The current membership is 78,284, down
from 79,899 last year. Worship attendance
is up to 30,403, an increase of 400. Church
school attendance saw a big jump to 8,409
from 7,891. Amount given to missions was
also higher, $647,436 from $441,027.
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FAREWELL TO MARTY & CAROLINE WILEY
Rev. E. Martin Wiley, Jr.

From commerce to pulpit seemed a mystery
When in later years you were called into ministry
But trusting God’s wisdom you answered that call
And with His grace you then gave it your all

Assignments were accepted from the powers that be
Eventually leading you here to Bethesda U.M.C.

It must not be easy to enter a new congregation
To gain general acclaim and approbation
But that’s what you did in a very short while
And managed it all with your own special style.

Your voice even without a microphone
Delivered sermons with a loving tone
Making quite sure to add a challenge
For us to live better for the Lord
Using God’s Word effectively

As His powerful two-edged sword.

But today we must bid you God’s blessing
As you continue on your way

Though, admittedly, with our whole heart
We’d really rather you stay.

There certainly will be memories
That we share from time to time
As we remember you, Pastor Wiley,
And your lovely wife Caroline.

Lovingly presented this 26st day of June,
in the year of our Lord 2016

By Bethesda United Methodist Church
in Preston, Maryland

Above top: Caroline and Marty pose for the camera during the reception on their last day. Above middle: the Wileys' special farewell cake! Above bottom:
Nancy Seaman reads the poem she composed especially to say goodbye from Bethesda (see inset above). At right: Donna Lane's sign wishing the Wileys a fond

farewell. (Images thanks to David Prothero, Donna Lane, and Jill Cheezum.)

NEWS & NOTICES
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Wow! I must admit that
some of the previous
books of the minor
prophets were
difficult for me to
understand, but
Micah is very clear

and a great read! I could
envision much of what was happening and
much of what he says is to come.
Micah was a prophet, around the same

time as Isaiah and Hosea, whose messages
were directedmainly to Judah, the southern
kingdom, although he did offer some
words for Israel in the north as well.
The book of Micah opens with great
gusto! Micah begins, “Attention! Let
all the people of the world listen...The
Lord is making accusations against
you!” (New Living Translation). This
is certainly a thought-provoking
opening statement. I would be
terrified if I knew theLordwasmaking
accusations against me. He goes on to
describe the fact that the Lord is
leaving his throne, trampling the
heights of the earth; the mountains
melt and flow into the valleys. This is
certainly quite a picturesque scene.
“And why is this happening? Because
of the rebellion of Israel—yes, the
sins of the whole nation.” Once again
we find Israel turning from God’s
instructions and they are about to face the
consequences.
Micah begins listing each city and the sins

they have committed and how they have
turned fromGod’sdirection.Hedoes goon
to say that they will be restored “someday”,
but that the judgment is at hand now. For
two chapters, Micah describes in depth the
sins of each nation, city, and leader.
After setting up the reason for

punishment, in chapter 3 Micah goes on to
prophesy of what will befall them due to
their disobedience. Micah predicted the fall
of Jerusalem and Samaria, which happened
in 586 BC when Nebuchadnezzar and the
Babylonians attacked the city. Although
Micah mostly blamed the leaders for being

corrupt and misleading the people, he also
blamed the people for following leaders
whomtheyknewwere corrupt.Perhaps this
is a lesson to be learned by our country.
Chapters 4 and 5 go on to predict the

coming of the Messiah (which happened
some 700 years later) and the eternal reign
of our Lord in the city of Jerusalem. Here
Micah paints a beautiful picture of how
things will be when Jesus comes back to
rule. “Everyone will live in peace and
prosperity, enjoying their own grapevines
and fig trees, for there will be nothing to

fear.” As we know, this last prophecy has
yet to be fulfilled; however, it is coming
soon.Micah also predicted the return of the
nation of Israel, which has been happening
since 1948when Israel once again became a
nation and Jews from the world over began
to move back to Israel.
The last two chapters bring hope to the

nations of Israel and Judah. Knowledge
that, once punished, these nations shall be
redeemed. Although disciplined, they will
not be decimated and will in fact be a
wonder in the eyes of other nations. I found
several very poignant verses throughout the
book of Micah that really struck me, some
even givingme chills. I shall endeavor to list
them and my thoughts as I read them.
Several passages reflect our world today.

Micah 2:11—“Suppose a prophet full of
lies would say to you, ‘I’ll preach to you the
joys of wine and alcohol!’ That’s just the
kindofprophet youwould like!”Howoften
do we hear of so-called churches who
basically claim “everything is permissible
along as it is in the name of Lord”. Even
some religions will go that far. Many of the
terrorists of late kill people claiming it is the
will of Allah, their name for God.
According to Micah, this is wrong!
In speaking to the leaders of Israel,Micah

(3:1-2) could have very well inserted the
name of the United States here,
“Listen, you leaders of Israel! You are
supposed to know right from wrong
but you are the very ones who hate
good and love evil.”
Often in these recent days, I have

become disillusioned with the world
and see little hope in its overall
restoration.Micah’s words in 7:2-6 are
such a scary portrait of how I
sometimes see the world. “The godly
people have all disappeared: not one
honestperson is left on the earth.They
are all murderers, setting traps even
for their own brothers. Both their
hands are equally skilled at doing evil!
Officials and judges alike demand
bribes. The people with influence get
what they want and together they

scheme to twist justice. Even the best of
them is like a brier; the most honest is as
dangerous as a hedgeof thorns...Don’t trust
anyone—not your best friend or even your
wife! For the son despises his father, the
daughter her mother, the daughter-in- law
defies her mother-in-law, your enemies are
right in your household."
Wearepromised throughMicahhowever

that we can be free from this destruction
and sorrow, that we can have hope. He
instructs us “Oh people, the Lord has told
you what is good, and this is what he
requires of you; to do what is right, to love
mercy, and towalk humblywith yourGod”.
If only the world would do this, how much
better would it be!

Kari Farnell

"Micah exhorts the Israelites to repent," engraving by Gustave Doré
(1832-1883).

A WALK WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS: MICAH
FEATURES
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Clip Form and Mail To:
Bethesda UMC

ATTN: Cat's Meow
PO Box 147, Preston, MD 21655

Name: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Shipping Address: ____________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

I wish to order
(check only one option per form):

_____ Model #1 (issued 2015)
_____ Model #2 (issued 2016)

Number of Models Desired: _________________

Total Amount for Cut Outs: _________________
(@ $15.00 each)

Shipping & Handling: _________________
In order to ensure they arrive safely, models will be

shipped in parcels of up to two items per parcel. Each
parcel will be sent via USPS flat-rate for $5.95.

In the event of local or very large orders, please email
bethesdanewsletter@verizon.net to discuss hand
delivery or alternate shipping arrangements.

Total Enclosed: _________________

Checks may be made out to: "Bethesda UMC,"
with "Cat's Meow" on the Memo Line. Please

do not send cash.

CAT'S MEOW ORDER FORM

WOMEN'S SUMMER LUNCHEON

Sixteen ladies of the church attended the annual women's luncheon at Suicide Bridge
Restaurant on June 28. Wanda Prothero gave the grace and we all enjoyed good food and
fellowship. Over the meal, Nancy Seaman told a Bible story, then Donna Lane presented
CarolineWiley with a current picture ofMarty and herself (since the one we used when they
came to Bethesda was outdated!), a picture to put on her refrigerator, and a necklace.

Donna Lane

Standing, left side, from left: Doris Gerlach,
Joyce Alderman, Wanda Prothero, Sandy

Bailey, Barbara Sanders, Helen Fletcher, Nancy
Seaman, Linda Prager. Sitting/kneeling: Donna
Lane, Caroline Wiley, Gloria Truitt, Catherine
Wright, Patsy Lord. Standing, right side: Mary
Cheezum, Brenda Baker, Isabel Brannock.

MORE NEWS!

homes and assisted living facilities; 274
testaments were handed out recently at
the Ridgely Strawberry Festival; in
August the group will pass out Bibles at
Denton’s Summerfest. Recently the
Gideons completed scripture
distributions at Chesapeake College and
SalisburyUniversity –handingout almost
3,000 testaments at the latter alone.
Bethesda took a special offering of $165
to support the Gideons, and we were
delighted to have Mr. Eskow speak to us
about this important ministry.

GIDEONS (cont.)
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