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As I sit down to write to you, I find it
difficult to sit still and focus upon this task.
Not because of any unwillingness on my
part, but because of themany othermatters
thatmust be accomplished before the day is
done. Some are required, others assigned
priorities based upon urgency and due
dates. Truth be known, writing is a joyful
part of any God given day for me. It helps
to slow the invasion of worldly distractions
that attempt to usurp the throne of grace by
threat of lost opportunity or consequence.
In truth,God’s presence andpeace is always
with us, even when we choose instead to be
run off in fearful pursuit of the worldly
other. Time after time, our peace is
surrendered for the thrill of the chase that in
the end leaves us weary, disoriented, and
disillusioned.Whenweexamineour actions
we excuse them by believing that we really
had no choice, leaving us primed to repeat
our folly, squander our peace, and allow
life’s blessings to spoil. This is the pattern of
life until we have the course of our lives
radically altered by an epiphany.
Epiphany is a compound “double

whammy” that impacts the way that we
perceive our place and purpose in creation.
Epiphany combines the theological,
through the appearance ormanifestation of
God in the midst of everyday life –
transforming the moment from ordinary
into a supernatural encounter which results
in a sudden intuitive leap of understanding,
through an otherwise ordinary but now
striking occurrence that can only be
described as divine. Abraham had such an
epiphany when he acted uponGod’s call to
pick up his entire life and “go to a place that
I will show you.” In Genesis 12:8 we read,

Continued on Page 2

COLONEL RICHARDSON CHRISTMAS CONCERT PHOTOS
On Friday night, December 18, Bethesda hosted the Colonel Richardson Middle School

Festival Chorus, and the High School Jazz Ensemble for a concert in the Fellowship Hall.
The event was very well attended, with about ninety audience members present. After the
concert, Eric Cheezum led the group in singing Christmas carols, with CRMS Chorus
Director Alyson Trout accompanying on the piano. Cookies and punch, served by Donna
Lane and JoyceAlderman, followed.A loveoffering raised $130 for theCRmusic programs.

Above, the CRMS Festival Choir. Bottom left, choir director Mrs. Alyson M. Trout. Front row, from left:
GuySamero,EmmaCarmean,NatalieArnold,AllisonFrance,RorieGarland,GillianCheezum,Linda
Davila, Alanna Dahlman-Morris. Second row, from left: Kersene Austinville, Madison Covey, Rachel
Bartholomew, Jocelynn Hubbert, Riley Meissner. Third row, from left: Aubrie Meredith, Lisa Bowen,
OliviaAnderson, TianaDobson. Fourth row, from left: KaylaHolmes, LaylaThompson, Jayonia Jackson.

Above left, the CRHS Jazz Ensemble. Front row, from left: Jacob Dickinson, Thomas Cheezum III, Zoey Hacker,
KellieRizzo, andRobHoner. Second row, from left: Tyler Smith andNickLewis.Third row, from left:EmmaHacker
and Austin Dickinson. Both ensemble images courtesy of Chris Polk.



2THE BETHESDA BUGLE JANUARY 2016

MONTHLY BULLETIN

WEEKLY INCOME: DECEMBER 2015
Date
12/6
12/13
12/20
12/24
12/27

Attendance
46
46
56
71
25

Plate
$653.00
$290.00
$1,698.00
$645.00
$361.81

Envelopes
$925.00
$985.00
$1,130.00
$0.00
$660.00

Total
$1,578.00
$1,275.00
$2,828.00
$645.00
$1,021.81

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,563 per week): $7,815

•Actual Income: $7,347.81
•Average Weekly Income: $1,270.35
•Average Attendance: 49
•Per Capita Income: $25.97

The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

Jack & Dot Lane
(410-673-2256)
PO Box 253

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
CL

E O
F CONCERN Another year is dawning, dear Master, let

it be, in working or in waiting, another
year with Thee.

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness
and grace; another year of gladness in the

shining of Thy face.
Another year of progress, another year of
praise, another year of proving Thy

presence all the days.
Another year of service, of witness for
Thy love; another year of training for

holier work above.
Another year is dawning, dear Master, let
it be, on earth, or else in heaven, another

year for Thee!

Francis Havergal (1836-1879)

”And there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there
he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord.” Bethel is the symbol of communion with God, and Ai is the symbol
of the world. Abraham pitched his tent between the two as God directed. God placed Abraham strategically to be in ministry.
God gave Bethesda just such an epiphany in moving to our current location. By faithfully answering God’s call Bethesda is strategically

placed to be in ministry between God and the world around us. It is important that we be mindful of our placement. We too are centrally
locatedbetweencommunionwithGodand theworld.Whenworldly troubles arisewearedrawn toward the crisis, butmust remain anchored
spiritually to our communion with God for the peace that is afforded in Godly discernment that is manifested in Godly action. The state
of Bethesda continues to improve because God’s blessings are being returned in worship granted an increase by God’s grace, and
extravagantly poured out upon a community every bit as much in need of a Savior as each of us were prior to that wonderful epiphany we
once received and now share with great joy. God is up to something good at Bethesda. Be a part of it!

Serving by Grace
Pastor Marty

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)

Happy New Year from Bethesda!
If you have been away, why not resolve to make
2016 the year you reconnect with us? Join us as
we minister to the Preston community in our

231st year!
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NOTE OF THANKS
Thank you, Bethesda UMC, for all of your prayers, love, and support as Marty and I

struggled to get to knowanewchurch at the same time thatwewere learning how tobecome
caregivers for my mother in the last months of her life. You stepped up and became our
church "family" at a time that really blessed us.
I'm sorry that most of you never got to know my sweet mother. We did bring her to the

Peach Festival and she felt very welcomed. Thank you all for your sympathy, cards, and the
beautiful planter that we received upon her passing in November.
I amsharingwithyou the story (fromTalbotHospice)whichweused inLouise'sMemorial

Service. This image gave me a great deal of peace. I can only imagine the great crowd of
witnesses waiting her arrival on the other shore. At 97 years, so many of her loved ones had
"gone on before." I can honestly say: "It is well with my soul."

Caroline Wiley

Gone From My Sight
I am standing upon the seashore. A ship, at my side,
spreads her white sails to the moving breeze and starts

for the blue ocean. She is an object of beauty and strength.
I stand and watch her until, at length, she hangs like a speck

of white cloud just where the sea and sky come to mingle with each other.

Then, someone at my side says, "There, she is gone."

Gone where?

Gone from my sight. That is all. She is just as large in mast,
hull and spar as she was when she left my side.

And, she is just as able to bear her load of living freight to her destined port.
Her diminished size is in me -- not in her.

And, just at the moment when someone says, "There, she is gone,"
there are other eyes watching her coming, and other voices

ready to take up the glad shout, "Here she comes!"

And that is dying...

NEWS & NOTICES

•The last day to bringmittens, gloves, and
hats in forSt.Martin'sHousewill be January
10.Theywill bedelivered toRidgely andwill
be distributed to families that are there
getting assistance.
•The Board of Child Care in Denton was

very happy to receive the gifts for Branden
for Christmas. With the cash donations we
were able to purchase several things from
his list and the other gifts that were donated
were greatly appreciated. Thanks to
everyone who participated in this project.
•Preston School was very happy to

receive the twenty food boxes and turkeys
thatwe donated to twenty families at school
for Christmas. This was a joint project
between Outreach and The Women of
Bethesda.We could not have accomplished
it without the generous support of the
congregation with donations of food and
money. Thanks to everyone that
contributed and thanks to Greg Turner for
transporting the boxes to Preston School.
This is a project that has really grown in the
past couple of years. We used to do about
five boxes, and then last year it was ten, so
there really is aneedandweare thankful that
we are able to help so many families. The
foodpantry is anongoingproject andweare
always grateful for any donations.

CHARITY NEWS & THANKS

YOUTH BOWLING

On New Year's Eve some of the youth
went bowling in Easton. No trophies were
earned for bowling skill, but everybody had
fun! Thanks to Donna andMilton Lane for
letting us use their bowling rewards!

The holidays are over, but we still need
items for the food pantry. The collection
basket is downstairs in the lobby. Please
consider purchasing extra items when you
are doing your shopping, to donate to our
ongoing food pantry. General needs
include canned goods such as soups, Spam,
beef stew, canned pasta, tuna fish, etc., and
packaged items that are easy to prepare.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

We just got over Christmas and now it's time to talk about Lent. Shrove Tuesday is
February 9 and we always have our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. We will need
volunteers to help prepare the food and work in the kitchen and where needed, so be
thinking nowwhat you can do to help. All themoney goes to the church. As time gets closer,
we will be asking for donations of food that will be served. It is a nice function and many
people look forward to this annual event.

LOOKING FORWARD TO LENT

The History & Archives Committee is
looking for pictures and memories of the
women who were part of the WSCS and
UMW from 1960 through about 2000. If
you or a relation were involved in either
group, please email Eric Cheezum at
BethesdaNewsletter@verizon.net.

HISTORY & ARCHIVES
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