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Once again we
are filling shoe
boxes with
s c h o o l
supplies, toys,
hygiene items,
socks, and

whatever will fit in
the boxes according to the Operation
Christmas Child brochures provided by
Samaritan’s Purse (see list in inset). The
boxes need to be in church no later than
November 15 so that they can be blessed
and delivered to the collection center where
they will be picked up and distributed to
boys and girls all over the world.
This is an awesome ministry that shows

Jesus’ love through a simple gift. Some of
these children have never gotten a gift in
their lives and to provide one to show
Christ’s love is a great opportunity to
minister to these children as well. So, please
fill several if possible and help fulfill the
command of Jesus to show love to our
neighbors and present the Gospel to every
creature.

Debbie Weems
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The following is adapted from Rev. Wiley's
message to Bethesda's 2015 Charge Conference.

I arrived at Bethesda on July 1, 2015. As
pastor of Bethesda for nearly four months,
I find myself in a world that is clearly in
transition. As I write this letter everywhere
I look I see change taking place. The trees
are changing color, the climate is changing,
the economy is changing, and people are
changing as well.
I am seeking to understand how we are

viewed as a church in our community.What
would a stranger tellme aboutBethesda and
her points of connection in the community,
in the Easton District, the Conference, the
nation, and the world? Are we making
disciples of Jesus Christ? Is our worship
relevant and meaningful to all generations?
Arewe seeking tobe that beaconof spiritual
light to Preston in good times and do we
provide spiritual strength and leadership in
challenging times? Are we enjoying the
fellowship as we practice our faith?
As you can see I have more questions

than answers today. I do, however, firmly
believe that together we have the
opportunity to build upon the firm
foundation that we have inherited from
those that have gone before us. Transition
is both a challenge and an opportunity. We
must choose how we will deal with it. Will
we choose to do business as usual and
remain in the familiar well worn but
comfortable circumstances, overlooking
our shortcomings, orwill we decide that it is
time to step out in faith and make our own
contribution, as good stewards of theproud
heritage that is Bethesda?
John Wesley challenged Methodists by

Continued on Page 2

The food pantry collection basket is downstairs in the lobby area. Please consider
purchasing extra items when you are doing your shopping, to donate to our ongoing food
pantry, and for Thanksgiving and Christmas meals. General needs include canned goods
such as soups, Spam,beef stew, cannedpasta, tuna fish, etc., andpackaged items that are easy
to prepare.
This year the Women of Bethesda and the Outreach Committee are undertaking the

preparation of forty food boxes for the holidays, and are especially in need of items suitable
for Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. They are especially in need of turkeys, and space
to store those turkeys until the boxes go out. For details, see Linda Prager or Donna Lane.

SHOEBOX GIFT SUGGESTIONS
•TOYS: Include items that children will
immediately embrace such as dolls, toy
cars, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls,
toys that light up and make noise (with
extra batteries), etc.
•SCHOOLSUPPLIES: pens, pencils and
sharpeners, crayons, markers,
notebooks, paper, solar calculators,
coloring and picture books, etc.
•NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS:
toothbrushes, bar soap, combs,
washcloths, etc.
•ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats,
sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches,
flashlights (with extra batteries), etc.
•A PERSONAL NOTE: You may
enclose a note to the child and a photo of
yourself or your family. If you include
your name and address, the childmay be
able to write back.
•DONOTINCLUDE:Usedordamaged
items; war-related items such as toy
guns, knives or military figures;
chocolate or food; out-of-date candy;
liquids or lotions; medications or
vitamins; breakable items such as snow
globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES

Co
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PLEASE HELP US FILL THE FOOD PANTRY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Happy Thanksgiving!
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY BULLETIN

"Another year of peace has been vouchsafed us; another year in which not only to take
thought of our duty to ourselves and to mankind but also to adjust ourselves to the many
responsibilities thrust upon us by a war which has involved almost the whole of Europe.
We have been able to assert our rights and the rights of mankind without breach of
friendship with the great nations with whom we have had to deal; and while we have

asserted rightswehavebeenable also toperformduties andexerciseprivilegesof succour andhelpfulnesswhich should serve todemonstrate
our desire to make the offices of friendship the means of truly disinterested and unselfish service. Our ability to serve all who could avail
themselves of our services in themidst of crisis has been increased, by a gracious Providence, bymore andmore abundant crops.Our ample
financial resources have enabled us to steady themarkets of theworld and facilitate necessarymovements of commercewhich thewarmight
otherwise have rendered impossible; and our people have comemore andmore to a sober realization of the part they have been called upon
to play in a time when all the world is shaken by unparalleled distresses and disasters. The extraordinary circumstances of such a time have
donemuch to quicken our national consciousness and deepen and confirm our confidence in the principles of peace and freedom bywhich
we have always sought to be guided. Out of darkness and perplexity have come firmer counsels of policy and clearer perceptions of the
essential welfare of the nation. We have prospered while other peoples were at war, but our prosperity has been vouchsafed us, we believe,
only that we might the better perform the functions which war rendered it impossible for them to perform."

Excerpt from Thanksgiving Proclamation by President Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924), November 1915

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
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E O
F CONCERN

asking "are you moving on toward
perfection?" As proud members of the
Methodist movement, what is your
response?

Serving by Grace,
Pastor Marty

WEEKLY INCOME: OCTOBER 2015
Date

10/4

10/11

10/18

10/25

Attendance

46

40

80

46

Plate

$254.00

$817.00

$732.00

$563.00

Envelopes

$505.00

$675.00

$870.00

$590.00

Total

$759.00

$1,492.00

$1,602.00

$1,153.00

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(4 weeks @ $1563 per week): $6,252.00

•Actual Income: $5,006.00
•Average Weekly Income: $1,256.99
•Average Attendance: 49
•Per Capita Income: $25.44

Thanksgiving Proclamation

Give thanks to the Lord, for he
is good; his love endures forever.

~ Psalm 118 ~
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Eloise E. White, 93, a resident of Preston,
MD for seventy-four years, passed away
October 28, 2015 at Caroline Hospice House
in Denton, MD.
Eloise was born on January 1, 1922 in

Hynson, MD. Mrs. White was a homemaker
and a member of the Choptank Homemakers
Club, AARP Chapter #915, and theWomen’s
Society. She served as president of the 20th
Century Club for four years and was active in
the localGardenClub. She enjoyed baking and
cooking, gardening, sewing, and spending time
with friends and family. She was a member of
the Preston United Methodist Church.
Mrs. White graduated from Federalsburg

High School and retired from Airpax in 1980. She was the widow of Byron E. White, Sr.,
to whom she was married for fifty-nine years. She was the daughter of the late Frederick
Hulliger and Helen Noble Hulliger.
She is survived by four children, Deanna Fijak of Little Compton, RI, Byron White, Jr.,

of Lake Jackson, TX, Phyllis Dominick of Myrtle Beach, SC, and Lela Nichols of Preston,
MD, eight grandchildren andnine great-grandchildren. She is also survivedby three siblings;
Paul Hulliger of Hillsboro, MD, Jeanette Gaines of Canton, GA, and Delores Glessner of
Federalsburg, MD. In addition to her husband and parents, she was preceded in death by
five siblings; FrederickHulliger, Jr., NobleHulliger, Claudell Hulliger StewardHulliger, and
Doris Barwick.
Funeral services were held on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 at 2:00 at the Framptom

FuneralHomewith the ReverendDenzil T. Cheek officiating. Interment followed in Junior
Order Cemetery in Preston.
Expressions of sympathy may be made to the Caroline Hospice Foundation, 613 South

Fifth Avenue, Denton, MD 21629.

NEWS & NOTICES

TGIT CALENDAR
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015

DATE STUDY TOPIC
Nov. 5 Jesus: Jesus' Ministry Begins
Nov. 12 Jesus: No Ordinary Man
Nov. 19 Jesus: The Son of God
Nov. 26 NO SESSION:

THANKSGIVING DAY
Dec. 3 Jesus: The Hour of Darkness
Dec. 10 Jesus: The Resurrection (Easter)
Dec. 17 Review of Jesus' life

LAST SESSION OF FALL 2015

TGIT CORNER

• Immanuel Lutheran Church will hold its
annual bazaar on Saturday, November
14, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be the
usual crafts, produce, baked goods, and
other items for sale.

• Immanuel now has a contemporary
service at 5 p.m. the second Saturday of
every month.

• TheLutheranChristmasConcertwill take
place Sunday, December 13, at 3 p.m.

• Immanuel's pastor, Rev. Tom Becker, is
retiring at the end of the year. Bethesda
salutes Pastor Becker for his years of
service in Preston, and thanks him for
helping to build a successful ecumenical
cooperation between our two churches.

IN MEMORIAM: ELOISE WHITE LUTHERAN NEWS

The Women of Bethesda will have their
annual Christmas Party this year at the
Preston Historical Society on Tuesday,
Dec. 8 at noon. More details next month.

WOB CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Nancy Seaman teaches a lesson at TGIT.

Next month we will have details about
donations to the Board of Child Care, the
mitten tree, and our annual sponsorship of
a family at Preston School. Please help us
make the holidays bright for those in need!

HOLIDAY DONATION DRIVES
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Bethesda's Homecoming and 230th
Anniversary Celebration, including the
Saturday night hymn-sing and Sunday
worship, proved to be both joyous and solemn
in equal measure.
For the hymn-sing, we were thrilled to

welcome Isaiah Embert back to Bethesda's
piano for a fun-filled rendering of the old
favorites. Sunday's worship service gave the
congregation an opprtunity to reflect on
Bethesda's long history – and also its future.
The program contemplated "revival" in its
many forms, and drew on the history of the
construction of Bethesda's present building,
140 years ago this year, to illustrate how
powerful and revolutionary revival can be.
Rev. Bill Willis of Louisiana, the great-
grandson of Dr. Henry Fisher Willis, who sat
on the Building Committee in 1875, delivered
a sermon entitled "Lord, We Are Able," that
challenged Bethesda to embrace revival and
step out in faith.Wewill publish a transcript of
Willis' sermon in a future issue.
Besides Rev. Willis, a whole host of other

direct descendants of the 1875 Building
Committee were present, including Gary
Willis and Virginia Ramsey (Rev. Willis'
brother and daughter);GeorgeDouglasGraff,
great-grandson of Col. James E. Douglass; Ed
Moore, Sherry Newcomb, and Shelly Starr
Coleman, great-grandson and great-great-
granddaughters of Edward T. Moore; and Carla Fletcher Johnson, great-granddaughter of
J.B. Fletcher. The service was also attended by several descendants of the greater Willis

Top: Isaiah Embert on stage in the Fellowship
Hall. Above: Rev. Bill Willis preaches.

FEATURES

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF PRESTON 230th

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

In rural communities like ours,
churches are places of worship and
centers of community life – places
where both sacred and secular needs

are met. We congratulate the
members of Bethesda United

Methodist Church on this milestone
occasion for their continued

dedication to faith, community, and
fellowship.

As your congregation celebrates
today and looks to the future, we are
reminded of a passage from the
second chapter of Ephesians, "So
then you are no longer foreigners
and strangers, but fellow citizens

with God’s people and also members
of his household, built on the
foundation of the apostles and

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself
as the chief cornerstone. In him the
whole building is joined together
and rises to become a holy temple in
the Lord. And in him you too are
being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his

Spirit."

On this 18th day of October 2015, the
County Commissioners of Caroline
County join you in celebrating the
230th anniversary of Bethesda
United Methodist Church and

convey our sincere best wishes for
the continued growth and vitality of

your congregation.

Larry C. Porter, President
Wilbur Levengood, Jr., Vice President

Daniel J. Franklin, Member

GOVERNOR'S CITATION

Governor of the State of Maryland, to Bethesda United Methodist Church,

Greetings: Be it Know That on behalf of the citizens of this State, in
recognition of a joyous tribute to honor and celebrate the 230th anniversary of
Bethesda United Methodist Church...with sincere congratulations on this
important milestone in the long and distinguished history of your Church;
and as the people of Maryland join together in expressing our great respect
and warmest best wishes for a rewarding and memorable celebration, we are

pleased to confer upon you this Governor's Citation.

Signed Larry J. Hogan, Jr., Boyd K. Rutherford, and John C. Wobensmith

Presented by Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio

HOMECOMING & CHURCH ANNIVERSARY ROUND-UP

Continued on Next Page
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FEATURES

The Maryland General Assembly
Official Citation

Be it hereby known to all that
sincerest congratulations are
offered to Bethesda United

Methodist Church in recognition of
their 230th Anniversary and

Homecoming worship celebration!
Presented on this 18th day of
October 2015 on behalf of the
Caroline County House

Delegation.

Delegate Jefferson L. Ghrist, Chair
Delegate Christopher T. Adams
Delegate Steven J. Arentz
Delegate Jay A. Jacobs
Delegate Johnny Mautz

Presentation from the Maryland Senate

Be it hereby known to all that The
Senate of Maryland offers it sincerest
congratulations to Bethesda United

Methodist Church, Preston,
Maryland, in recognition of the 230th
Anniversary and Homecoming
Celebration, being the oldest
operating Methodist Church in

Caroline County – Erected in 1785.
The entire membership extends best
wishes on this memorable occasion
and directs this resolution be
presented on this 18th day of

October 2015.

Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. President
Senator Adelaide C. Eckardt

HOMECOMING & CHURCH ANNIVERSARY ROUND-UP
family.
Bethesdawas alsohonored to receive anumberofpolitical officials, all ofwhompresented

citations to the church: LarryC. Porter andWilbur Levengood, president and vice-president
of the Caroline County Commission; Maryland Delegates and representatives from the
CarolineCountyDelegation JeffersonL.Ghrist, Christopher T.Adams, and JohnnyMautz;
and Maryland Senator Addie Eckardt. Maryland Governor Larry Hogan's office was
represented by Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio. Finally, although he could not attend, U.S.
SenatorBenCardin sent a letter of congratulations,whichwas read to the congregation after
the presentations were made.
This year's services were a Homecoming in the profoundest sense, as we welcomed not

only church members of today, but also those connected to our distant past. It is a reunion
and an event that we hope will be remembered for many years to come.

Preachers and dignitaries, from left: Revs. Wiley and Willis; Caroline County Commissioners Larry
Porter and Wilbur Levengood; Maryland Delegates Johnny Mautz and Jeff Ghrist; Jeannie
Haddaway-Riccio; Delegate Chris Adams; and Maryland Senator Addie Eckardt.

Top: Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio presents the
Governor's Citation; Middle: Jeff Ghrist, leader
of the Caroline County State Delegation, conveys
congratulations from the Maryland House of
Delegates; Bottom: Maryland Senator Addie
Eckardt reads the Senate resolution.
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FEATURES
HOMECOMING & CHURCH ANNIVERSARY ROUND-UP

Descendants of Zachariah Willis of Friendship.
Front row from left: Sue Moran (center), with
daughters Trudy Sterling (left) and Valerie

Nickerson. Back row from left: Rev. Bill Willis,
Joyce Cohee, and Gary Willis.

Descendants of the Building Committee of 1875.
Front row from left: Sherry Newcomb, Shelly
Starr Coleman, Carla Johnson. Back row from
left: Ed Moore, George Douglas Graff, Rev. Bill

Willis, Gary Willis.

This group photograph contains almost everyone who attended the service on October 18. It is meant to
pay homage to a similar photograph taken on the steps of Bethesda's new church building in 1875. That
image was reprinted in the Preston News & Farmer in the 1960s, although the original photograph
has since been lost. Bethesda wishes to thank everyone who came to Homecoming and helped make the
day very special indeed. What a way to commemorate our 230th anniversary, and 140 years in our

present building! (Photograph thanks to Christy Cheezum.)
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Last month we ran a short article on Rev.
T.J. Turkington,who served atBethesda very
briefly in 1962 – although the bulk of
Turkington's career was spent in Denton. In
one of the many examples of how small the
world is on the Eastern Shore, and in
Methodism, Turkingtonwas a good friend of
Bessie Moore Rigby – the daughter of
Edward T. Moore, who sat on Bethesda's
Building Committee in 1875. Reflecting on
Rigby twenty years after her death,
Turkington wrote the following poem, "A
Tribute to a Lovely Lady," onNovember 12,
1972. It is still in her family's possession.

Confined to her bed for forty-some years,
You were welcomed with smiles,

never with tears.
I often wonder if she understood

That visiting her did me so much good.

That room to me was like a
House of Prayer

For truly God’s presence was with us there.
She always reminded me of a saint,

Resigned to her lot, and with no complaint.

Deprived of the means of transportation,
Her lovely life was an inspiration.

I’d leave her with a sense of gratitude –
All because of her Christian attitude.

FEATURES
HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT

A TRIBUTE TO A LOVELY LADY

Wedding picture of Bessie Moore Rigby
(1881-1952). Image and poem courtesy of Ed

Moore.

Top: a panorama of the Trunk-orTreat horseshoe. Above left: the Morgans prepare to hand out candy. Above middle: Glenda Griffin (right) and her
daughter, Megan, show off their spooky Suburban. Above right: two happy treaters, Chloe (left) and Siena Simmons.
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