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This month we
celebrate Easter.
We are called as
Christians to live as
an “Easter People!”
The phrase "Christ
is Risen" penetrates
our hearts and
causes us to ponder
on the greatness of
God. What does
that mean exactly?
While we associate
chocolate bunnies and Easter dresses with
the day, this is more than a one day thing.
Being an Easter People means living with
the sure hope in the Resurrection of our
Lord JesusChrist, here andnow, at all times!
Imagine if you had been one of Jesus’

disciples: if you had walked, talked, eaten,
laughed, and cried with Jesus – just to name
a few. When Jesus died, you would feel
sadness and despair, because your dearest
friendhaddied. At the timeofhis death, the
disciples did not know that Jesus would rise
from the dead in three days. They thought
that He was gone forever and did not know
how they would be able to carry on without
Him thereby their side.After everythingHe
taught them and the love He showed them,
thinking thatHewas dead and that it was all
over…what would you have been feeling?
In that moment it would have been
extremely difficult to remain hopeful, don’t
you think?
When the reality of Jesus Christ’s

Resurrection set in, the disciples were
overjoyed. (It was almost too much. Some
had difficulty believing that it could be true
– like Thomas.) They had reason to hope

TRINITY UMC EASTER EGG HUNT

VI:2 – April 20
15

Continued on Page 2

Saturday, March 28 Trinity UMC hosted a
community Easter Egg Hunt. A number of
Bethesda's kids attended, despite the cold, grey

weather. Left: Karli McMahan shows off an egg she
discovered. Right, Sue Cheezum hunts in the yard

for some not-so-well-hidden eggs!

EASTER SUN. SERVICE PROMISES BRASS, FAVORITE HYMNS
Bethesdawould like to extend a special welcome to the congregation for this year's Easter

Sunday Service, at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday, April 5. The servicewill feature a brass quartet who
will accompany on hymns, and provide special music. All are invited for what we hope will
be a very grand worship service.
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The Circle of Concern is reserved for members and friends of Bethesda
who are unable to make it to church on a regular basis due to being
homebound, out of town, in the hospital, in the Armed Forces, etc.
Contact addresses are provided, and we hope readers will consider
sending a card or note to individuals on the list. New names may
be added to the list by contacting Glenda Griffin via email at
griffin4325@yahoo.com, by post at 4325 Blink Horn Road,

Hurlock, MD 21643, or by phone at 443-521-2188. Please add only
the names of familymembers, and please ask their permission before submitting their names.
Submissions should include: Name, Postal Address, Reason for Absence (i.e., "in the
hospital," "in the military," etc., and Expected Duration of Absence.

MONTHLY FEATURES

I pray that God, the source of
hope, will fill you completely with
joy and peace because you trust in
him. Then you will overflow with
confident hope through the power

of the Holy Spirit.

~ Romans 15:13 ~

There is a stage in a child's life at which
it cannot separate the religious from the
merely festal character of Christmas or
Easter....But of course the timewill soon
come when such a child can no longer
effortlessly and spontaneously enjoy
that unity. He will become able to
distinguish the spiritual from the ritual
and festal aspect of Easter; chocolate
eggs will no longer be sacramental. And
once he has distinguished he must put
one or the other first. If he puts the
spiritual first he can still taste something
ofEaster in the chocolate eggs; if he puts
the eggs first they will soon be no more
than any other sweetmeat. They have
taken on an independent, and therefore
a soon withering, life.

C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)
from Reflections on the Psalms (1958)

WEEKLY INCOME: MARCH
Date
3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29

Attendance
closed: snow

57
48
54
61

Plate
n/a

$1,051.00
$742.82
$572.35
705.16

Envelopes
n/a

$2,335.00
$610.00
$1,125.00
$980.00

Total
n/a

$3,386.00
$1,352.82
$1,697.35
$1,685.16

Statistics

•Required Income According to Budget
(5 weeks @ $1,563 per week): $7,815

•Actual Income: $8,121.33
•Average Weekly Income: $1,301.15
•Average Attendance: 48
•Per Capita Income: $26.85

AT HOME

Preston, MD 21655

Betty Hinnershitz
(410-673-1016)

2701 Choptank Main St.

Gloria Trice
(410-673-7339)
21850 Water St.

NURSING HOMES

The Pines
610 Dutchman's Lane
Easton, MD 21601

Virginia Quinton
Room 319B

OUT OF TOWN

John Legates
505 Academy St.

Cambridge, MD 21613

C
IR
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again! They also received the promised Holy Spirit at the day of Pentecost. Through this
gift they were given the strength to go and spread the Gospel and share the love of Christ.
And all of us today always have a reason to hope becausewe can look back at thismysterious
historical event and witness the faithfulness of God to His children – to love them and
provide all that they need.
The Lord has the power to bring us out of those seemingly hopeless situations because

of the Resurrection. Living as an Easter People means living with this confidence and hope
in Jesus Christ that He does in fact “make all things new” (Rev. 21:5). By our living witness
of this hope in the Resurrection, imagine how many other people will begin to experience
this hope in their own lives! In the words of St. Paul to the Romans:
In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, not things to come, not power, not height,
nor depth, not anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:37-39).

Rev. Karen Handy

PASTOR'S MESSAGE (cont.)
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NEWS & NOTICES

R. Douglas Prothero died on Sunday,
March 1, 2015, at Genesis HealthCare-The
Pines. He was 77.
Born on Oct. 15, 1937, in Wilmington,

The first timewe came to churchwithmy
mother,DougandWandawelcomedus and
invited us to come out to dinner with them.
AtThanksgiving they invited the three of us
to their house for dinner, even after my
mother moved into the Assisted Living.
Mom was so excited to have Doug's dog,
Sammy, sit in her lap so she could pet him.
One time she had both Sammy andWanda
and Doug's son Stuart's dog to pet and play
with and she was so thrilled. Several times,
we took care of Sammy when Wanda and
Dougwent away andwehave grown to love
him.Theywould bringDoug's old shirt that
Sammy would cuddle and sleep with
because we knew he was missing Wanda
and Doug. You could tell that Sammy and
Doug had a special relationship. We will
rememberDoug as amanof deep faithwho
was willing to share that faith with others.

Carl & Nancy Bayne

I talked Doug and Wanda into eating a
burger atDairyQueenoneday, expecting to
talk about family and church. Little did I
know thatDoug andWanda had just gotten
a little dog. Doug really took to the dog and

Del., he was the son of the late Ray D. and
Lillian Aleene Mullins Prothero. Douglas
served in the U.S. Army from 1960 to 1965.
He married the former Wanda Barwick on
Oct. 12, 1963, and they lived inWilmington
for forty years until moving to Easton in
2003. Mr. Prothero received his B.S. in
biology at the University of Delaware,
where he was a member of the Pi Kappa
Alpha Fraternity. Douglas previously
worked as a pharmaceutical representative
and most recently as a maintenance
engineer.
Douglas always tried to help and do for

otherswherever andwhenever possible.He
loved walking, being with his family,
working outside around the house and
doing church work. He was a member of
the Bethesda United Methodist Church in
Preston.
He is survived by his wife of fifty-one

years, Wanda; children, Robert David
Prothero of Newark, Del., and Stewart
Douglas Prothero of Hemet, Calif.; sisters,
Sandy Prothero Spisak of Willow Springs,
N.C., Bette ProtheroMcBeanofWalworth,
N.Y., and Debbie Prothero Coots of
Rushville N.Y., and one granddaughter,
Jessica Aleene Prothero of Newark, Del..
Amemorial servicewas held on Saturday,

March 14, 2015 at Bethesda United
Methodist Church in Preston.
Arrangements were in the care of Fellows,
Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home,
P.A., Easton (www.fhnfuneralhome.com).
Memorial contributions may be made in

Mr. Prothero’s name to Bethesda United
Methodist Church, or to Genesis
HealthCare-The Pines, 610 Dutchmans
Lane, Easton, MD 21601 c/o
Rehabilitation, Long Term Care, and
Palliative Care.

IN MEMORIAM: DOUG PROTHERO

REMEMBERING DOUG PROTHERO
hada lotofpictures about things they all had
done together. It was alot of fun to see
Doug get excited about his dog and all I
could do was listen in amazement! From
that time on I would have to say that Doug,
Wanda, and I became good friends.

Dennis Baker

It was probably about eighteen years ago
when Doug and Wanda first came to
Bethesda. They still lived in Wilmington
and came to churchbecause they knewRev.
Charlie Wise, the Pastor here at that time. I
really didn't know them very well in the
beginning, but I remember Doug's dry
sense of humor. He would say something
and Ididn't quite get it at first and thenwhen
I caught on, it was funny. I knew from the
start that he was a very religiousman, aman
that loved his family and God very much.
I probably got to know him better when

I visited him at The Pines. He always
wanted to know what was going on at
church. He loved his dog, Sammy, and
missed him when he didn't come for a visit.
His love of flowers will be felt around
church for a long time. Wanda and Doug

used to tend to the flower beds in front of
church and they planted a lot of bulbs. The
trumpet lilies will be in bloom soon and we
will rememberDoug in his labor of love for
his church.

Donna Lane

Doug at the church picnic in August 2012.
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NEWS & NOTICES

Tomand Iwill always rememberDoug as
a kind and sensitive person. He was always
very nice to uswhenwe encountered him at
church. Usually when he and Wanda came
to church they sat twoor three rows in front
of us. He also served as a Member of The
Board of Trustees.
When his illness increased, and he wasn’t

able to attend church as he always had, we
are sure this was very hard for him and
Wanda. Wanda began attending alone, and
we are sure her thoughtswere always of him
at home. She always includedhim in church
prayers.
He will be missed.

Tom & Mary Cheezum

Doug was a good friend. He was very
knowledgable about flowers and taught me
a lot. He gave me rootings from a lot of his
plants and taught me how to take care of
them. He was a very nice man. He had a
keen sense of humor and I enjoyed talking
to him. I miss him already.

Shirley Pryor

Doug, when at the Pines, as well as much
of his life, was a true disciple of JesusChrist.
He literally asked everyone he came into
contact with if they knew Jesus. If they said
no he would lovingly tell them all about
Him. I wouldn't be surprised that he led
them to salvation and is right now talking
with others he influenced to accept Jesus in
heaven. His love of dogs was also amazing.
He did love his Sammy and I am sure that
when his time comes he will spend eternity
in Doug's lap. What a sweet thought.
Doug was, as well, a true friend. He was

always glad to see me when he was finished
his treatments. I would sit with him and
hold his hand while we talked about many
things. He would often ask me to pray with
him and for him. It was a pleasure to do so
as he was so humble and loved speaking
with God. He was truly an intelligent,
caring, compassionate man who was
concerned with making lives of others
better. His knowledge of gardening was
phenomenal and theproofwas in the seeing

REMEMBERING DOUG PROTHERO (cont.)
ofhishandywork.Hewas trulyblessedashe
and Wanda made a simple flower garden
into a work of art. Doug is truly missed and
I am looking forward to chatting with him
in heaven one day.

Debbie Weems

Doug Prothero was a many-faceted man
who loved God and people. He was a man
of integrity who showed love and care for
his family and was a good provider. Doug
was a quiet man who worked in the
background, much like the disciple,
Andrew. Through his lifetime, he worked
to make Christ known to others. He was
involved with ministry to homeless men
whenhe lived in theWilmington area and to
young boys through Talbot Mentors when
he andWandamoved toEaston. In both of
those ministries, Doug was more than a
mentor, hebecamea friend to those inneed.
When I served as pastor at Bethesda

UMC, I appreciatedDoug. Hewas a strong
Christian who was an encourager. I never
found him to be unkind to people or
unfaithful to Christ. He truly lived as aman
in Christ should live. Whether doing his
behind-the-scenes ministries or meeting
with his pastor to share ideas for future
ministry, his words were gracious and
revealed his love for God. Therefore, it is
no wonder that his life verses were John
3:16, I Corinthians 13, and Revelation 3:20.
These verses center onGod's love and how
God seeks to be in a personal relationship
with people. Having these verses in his
heart, Doug's last great Christian ministry
was to evangelize inMemorial Hospital and
in The Pines. So, one of my fondest
memories ofDougwas oneof himusinghis
last breath to lift up Jesus so others would
know and believe. What a great servant of
Christ!
My husband, Rod, and I have known

Doug and Wanda and the family for many,
many years. Doug was secure in his Lord
and was a good friend. He lived to be a
blessing toGod and to us. It was a privilege
to know him.

Rev. Joan C. Wolff

There will be a free soup day at Bethesda
on Saturday, April 25 from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. This will be a joint project among
Evangelism, Outreach, and the Women of
Bethesda.Wewant to reachout andprovide
lunch and to give back to the community.
The clipboard will be passed around in
church to sign up to help. Also, if anyone
wants to make a dessert, that would be
appreciated. This is our second attempt at a
free soup day. The first one was very
successful andwehope this onewill be even
better. Mark your calendar and plan to help
and then have a bowl of soup, a hot dog or
tuna fish sandwich, drink, and dessert.

SOUP DAY, APRIL 25

The following services take place around the
circuit. Be sure to note which church is hosting

each service.

Palm/Passion Sunday – Sunday, March
29 during each church’s worship service.

Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 2 at
7 pm at Brookview UMC (We will
celebrate the Last Supper).

Good Friday – Friday, April 3 at 7 pm at
Bethesda UMC (Remembering the
Death Of Jesus Christ; service will
include The Way of the Cross).

Sunrise Services – Easter Sunday, April 5
at 6:40 am at East NewMarket Cemetery
or Bethesda Chapel.

Easter Worship Celebration – Easter
Sunday, April 5 during regular worship
times in each church.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Time is running out to order your Cat's
Meow model of Bethesda as it appeared in
1875. About thirty pieces remain for sale,
and they are going fast, so please get in
touch sooner rather than later. The order
form can be found on page 11.
After our present stock has sold out, we

will still take orders, but we must buy new
models in batches of a dozen, so we cannot
guarantee quick fulfillment.

ORDER YOUR CAT'S MEOWS
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BETHESDA WILL COMMEMORATE APPOMATTOX ON APRIL 9
NEWS & NOTICES

From the National Parks Service
For the past four years, theNational Park

Service and many other organizations and
individuals have been commemorating the
150th Anniversary of the Civil War and the

We have several opportunities coming up for our
middle school and high school students! I am so
excited to have opportunities offered to help our
students make a difference in the world, as well as
experience some fun events. If you are a youth or
know a youth who is interested, contact Pastor
Karen for more information

Cherokee Mission Trip – July 25th-Aug
1, 2015 to Cherokee, NC

A first Meeting wasMarch 22 . If you are
interested in the trip, you can still go. There
will be 3 more Sunday afternoon meetings.
There is a requirement of attending three of
the four. (I do not have the other dates at
this time, but will pass them along when I
do.) I am hoping to attend and be with our
students for this mission trip this year!
Each student is asked to pay $100 and

fundraise the remaining $250. (This is one
of the cheapest mission trips of which I am
aware!) It is a full week, but what our
students and us as adults experience is
worth the time away.
Middle School aged youth will help put

In conjunction with a major event at
Appomattox Court House National
Historical Park, the National Park Service
and its partners invite communities across
the nation to join in this commemoration.
The bells will ring first at Appomattox at
3:00 p.m. on April 9, 2015. The ringing will
coincide with the moment the historic
meeting between Grant and Lee in the
McLean House at Appomattox Court
House ended.WhileLee's surrender didnot
end the Civil War, the act is seen by most
Americans as the symbolic endof four years
of bloodshed.
After the ringing at Appomattox, bells

will reverberate across the country.
Churches, temples, schools, city halls,
public buildings, historic sites, and others
are invited to ring bells precisely at 3:15 pm
for four minutes (each minute symbolic of
a year of war).
Let bells ring across the land!

continuing efforts for human rights today.
On April 9, 1865, Union Gen. Ulysses S.
GrantmetConfederateGen. Robert E. Lee
to set the terms of surrender of Lee's Army
of Northern Virginia.

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
together a Vacation Bible School for some
the Native American children in the area
and do small projects (yard work, small
painting jobs, etc).
High school students will work at sites

along with adults repairing homes and
building ramps, etc.
They will also attend a worship service at

Cherokee UMC, share in a meal with
members of the church and community,
attend a performance of "Unto These
Hills" (It shares the story of the Trail of
Tears), white water rafting one afternoon,
and so much more.
As a youth myself, mission trips were

formative, and helped me to develop in my
faith. I would encourage any other youth
interested in taking a step of faith to talk to
myself or Christian Handy (he went on this
mission trip last year.).

30 Hour Famine– April 10-11
In 2012, more than 18,000 children

younger than 5died every day—most from
preventable causes. It’s estimated that

nearly 8,000 of these deaths were tied to
hunger.That’s about one every ten seconds.
Most of these kids died not from starvation,
but frommalnutrition—meaning too long
without the right kind of food. Eating just
enough to stay alive weakened their bodies
so much that disease could strike the final
blow. See more at: http://
www.30hourfamine.org/hunger-facts/
#sthash.3kPAen2o.dpuf
The 30 Hour Famine gives our students

an opportunity to purposely go without
food (It is a juice fast so they do get calories,
but no food) for thirty hours. During that
time, they are growing in compassion and
knowledge of those who suffer. We have a
lot of fun, we do sleep, and we are changed
forever.
Of the many youth events I have done

over theyears, this event isone that students
learn a lot about Jesus, the world that they
live in, and grow as a person. I’m very
excited to have our students participate!

Rev. Karen Handy
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WOMEN OF BETHESDA: AN INTEREST IN THE UPLIFT OF COMMUNITY LIFE, 1930-1940
ARTICLES

Writing in April 1934 in a resolution
describing the late Mrs. Sallie Sisk,
Bethesda’s Ladies’Aid Society,which rarely
took time to narrate itself or its activities,
described Sisk as “always interested in the
uplift of community life.” The description
could well have been applied to the Society
as a whole during the 1930s. During that
decade, Bethesda’s women expanded their
rolebeyondcaretakersof theparsonage and
beautifiers of the church, emerging as
important community leaders in their own
right. Indeed, if the 1920s were a period of
stability for Bethesda’s women’s group, the
1930s were a decade of expansion and
experimentation. In spite of, or perhaps
because of, the challenges of the Great

Depression, the Ladies’ Aid thrived,
providing a steadying influence for church
and town in uncertain times.
The Aid became a much more serious

organization in the 1930s. New members
arrived regularly, and the average meeting
attendance approached twenty to twenty-
five women. More attendees meant more
dues collected and a larger treasury. It also
meant that meeting preparations became
more burdensome; in 1933 the group voted
to have two hostesses appointed per
meeting. With a larger membership at its
disposal, the Aid was able to extend the
scope of its activities. For instance, visits to
the sick increased dramatically. At each
meeting the number of visits in the
preceding month were recorded. In the
1920s the Society managed perhaps five
visits amonth, on average. By the endof the
1930s, the Society was making fifteen to
twenty visits each month. Likewise, bakes
and large fundraising dinners took place
more frequently, and the group helped put
on dinners for other organizations,
including theFarmBureau, thePrestonFire
Company, and the town Chamber of
Commerce. Smaller fundraisers, like selling
McCall’s and othermagazine subscriptions,
were supplemented with sales of shoe
polish, Christmas cards and gift wrap,
vanilla extract, and redemption of Quick
Arrow and Ivory soap box tops and
wrappers (the former raised a nickel each).
In May 1936, the Aid even hosted its own
benefit concert!
Growth was not without its frustrations.

The Aid had no central base of operations:
meetings customarily took place in
members’ homes, and very occasionally in
the church’s Sunday School room (now
Bethesda’s chapel). Big events like dinners
or bakes required large capacity venues
outside the church, such as the school,
firehouse, or the Parish House around the
corner. By the end of the decade, the Aid
had accumulated a collection of dishes,
glasses, and silver, and no doubt other
property, but had no fixed place to store it
all. It seems likely that these strictures

contributed to the decision in the early
1950s to build the Fellowship Hall wing.
The objects of the Society remained

much as they had always been: raising funds
to support and improve the church and
parsonage. Of the former: in November
1933 the Aid’s president, Mrs. T.L. Trice,
“reported that the floor in the churchwas in
very bad condition and should be fixedwith
a new one.” The group immediately began
raising money. The renovation, which
eventually encompassed the entire church,
would ultimately cost $1,300. When the
church bought a new furnace in October

Above top: A clipping from the News &
Farmer, 1930s. Bottom: The Episcopal Parish
House, venue for many of Bethesda's dinners and
events in the 1930s. It is now a private residence.

"The Ladies Bake,"
By Mrs. W.H. Collins

Above top: Belle Harrison Dennis (1863-1942)
was among the earliest members of the Ladies'
Aid at Bethesda. Below: Addie Jarrell Wright
(1890-1946) served as Treasurer of the Society
in the late 1930s. (Photos courtesy, respectively,
of Miriam Lytle and Bushey Wright.)
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ARTICLES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: AN INTEREST IN THE UPLIFT OF COMMUNITY LIFE, 1930-1940
1936 for $1,100, the women paid $100 on the purchase. In 1932, the
group also paid to have a light installed over the church steps.1

The parsonage remained the focal point of the Society’s work. In
addition to the usual rents paid on water, sewer, and insurance, the
Society constantly worked to upgrade the house and its décor across
the decade. The group purchased rugs, an “ice box,” dining room
and living room suites (the former donated by Col A.W. Sisk, the
latter purchased at a cost of $126.25, and bought with help from the
Bethlehem Ladies’ Aid), window shades, a stove to heat water, a
“new G.E. refrigerator” (with a ten percent discount, a mere
$127.80), and even a mattress, cover, and pad (at a cost of $21.01).
Renovations included painting and papering various rooms, repairs
to the study floor, repairs to two chairs, and laying of a linoleum
flooring. The arrival of a new pastor always occasioned a walk-
through of the parsonage, with work – often extensive – inevitably
to follow!
Bethesda’s preachers also took more notice of the Society.

Formerly, ministers had tended to be rather staid and aloof: the
Ladies’ Aid was part of women’s work, and thus part of a separate
sphere. By contrast, Rev. Thomas R. Van Dyke, who served the
church from 1931-1934, actually joined the Aid along with his wife
when they came toPreston.VanDyke seems to have been especially
beloved by theAid.When he died after a short illness, possibly from
cancer, the Society issued a resolution in his honor, as they had done
for deceased members in the past:
Whereas God in his wisdom has called our beloved Pastor and co-worker

Rev. T.R.VanDyke from the ChurchMilitant to the Church Triumphant,
– and –Whereas we the members of the LadiesAid Society always found him
to be a wise counselor during the three years which he was a member, – and
–Whereas he exemplified in his own personal life the beauty and the grandeur
of Christian character while working among us, – be it therefore – Resolved,
that we the members of this Society express in some measure our appreciation
of his services. And be it further Resolved – that we cherish the memory of this
good man who revealed in his daily life the beauty of Christian manhood.2

In general, the Aid
lavished more
attention on pastors in
the 1930s than it had
before. The Van
Dykes were given a
welcoming reception
when they came to
Bethesda, while their
successors, Rev. and
Mrs. Preston Spence
were met with a
surprise party upon
their arrival. Rev.
Raymond Hallman
andhiswife,Charlotte,Rev. Thomas R. Van Dyke (Bethesda Archive)

I know the ladies will
be content

With the dignified
manner of our new
President.

Mrs. H.B. Wright
with her little pan
Collects every nickel
and dime she can.

Dear Mrs. Brodes with
paper and pen,

Can tell what we've
done, just where and

when.

A Poem by Mrs. W.H. Collins (1939)
It's simply granting a little request,
It isn't much, but I've done my best.
Whatever in these lines you find,
It isn't meant to be unkind.

Mrs. E.B. Blades with
unusual ease,
Serves delicious
refreshments that
always please.

For Mrs. Joe Harris,
we have due respect.
And know all her

duties she'll not neglect.

Sister Belle Dennis has
something to tell
Then McCall's

magazine she has to
sell.

Celia has proved a good
faithful member
She goes through the
heat, and cold of
December.

In the direction where
the sun set fades
Lives one of our

members, Mrs. Mary
Blades.

Our minister's wife in
her usual way,

Sits quietly by with
nothing to say.

Ethel McAllister and
Mother, too,

Have been tested and
found among the true.

Mrs. Christopher,
though not much in

height,
Endeavors to treat the

ladies right.

We have two Cannons
for our protection,

Lizzie and Blanch are
our selection.

The doctor's wife with
her smiling face,
Fills the vacancy of
another's place.

Friend Laura Lednum
now you just bet,

Will attend the Aid, if
she doesn't forget.

Mrs. Clayton Taylor is
hard to beat

Soliciting for suppers
out on the street,

One of our members,
Mrs. Florence Dean,
Out to the Aid, is
seldom seen.

To scatter the shadows
and make things bright,
Katie Parker fills the
place with delight.

If Mrs. LeCompte you
ever knew,

She'll do what so e'er
her hands find to do.

Mrs. Vickers we
cannot forget,

She helped make the
money to pay our debt.

Lena, we find, will
never shirk.

She is always ready and
willing to work.

Mrs. Tuft is so trim
and so very neat,

Not a wrinkle or fault
from her head to her

feet.

Clara Corkran, I'm
proud to say,

Is faithful as any we
have today.

Mrs. George Poole is
one of her kind;

A better old soul, you'll
never find.

For yearly dues, you
can depend,

On Mrs. Moore for
Ladies' Aid friend.

Continued on Page 8
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were expecting a child when they came to Preston in 1939. In
October of that year, thewomen threw a baby shower for Charlotte.
“[A] tea cart, decorated with pink and blue crepe paper with a stork
standing on one end, loaded with many lovely and useful gifts, was
rolled in and presented,” the minutes tell us. The women took up a

ARTICLES
WOMEN OF BETHESDA: AN INTEREST IN THE UPLIFT OF COMMUNITY LIFE, 1930-1940

donation every spring
for returning pastors,
and, continuing a
longstanding tradition
going back into the
1920s, gave the pastor
and his family a turkey
each year at Christmas.
Although the Aid

saw success in the
1930s, the decade was
not all smooth sailing
and business as usual.
Money was always
tight, and as the group
expanded its efforts,
expenses went up, too.
Even with a series of
lucrative fundraisers,
the Aid hardly did
better than to break
even at the end ofmost
years. An accounting
of receipts from 1936,
for instance totaled
$239.13 – but bills
came to $229.00.
Moreover, the Aid
struggled, along with
the rest of the country,
with the financial
collapse resulting from
the Great Depression.
Beginning in 1929,
thousands of banks
closed their doors to
the public. In 1931
alone, 2,294 banks failed.3 Preston’s Provident State Bank
suspended operations in October 1931, meaning that Bethesda’s
account, like that of other depositors, was frozen. Provident opened
up again within a few months, but the interruption in business
wounded the church.4 Bethesda seems to have been laboring to pay
its bills long before the crash of 1929, but the loss of access to what
funds it did have only complicated matters.5

Bethesda’s then-fourteen-year-old Estey organ was the focal
point of some of this financial distress. The church was
intermittently in arrears on its service contract with the Estey
company throughout the 1920s, and the struggles continued in the
new decade. The Depression merely made matters worse. In
October 1931,ChurchTreaurer J.J.Garriswas forced to explain that

Mrs. George Whiteley
will never refuse,

Cash for the parsonage
for the ladies to use.

Ola, Nannie, and
Helen, these three,
Their presence at the
Aid you seldom see.

Miss Marie Perry of so
much renown,

Is absent because she
lives out of town.

A Poem by Mrs. W.H. Collins (1939)

Cora Noble as we call
her by name,

Is a graduate worker, of
the "college of fame."

Mrs. Payne hasn't time
to attend the Aid,

For writing her policies
for insurance paid.

Edith, Mae, and Dess
Taylor, too,

Are honorary members,
but help us through.

Mrs. Helen Smith is
busy all the time,

But her name modestly
fits, in the "Ladies'
Aid" rhyme.

Mrs. John Noble just
like a snow flurry,

Comes late, and usually
leaves in a hurry.

Mrs. Howard Harris
as we all know,

Is willing to work in
rain, wind or snow,

In Mrs. Calvin Todd,
we find a charm

She is very good natured
and says no harm.

Since Bobby Blades
made his first
appearance,

Mildred is having some
Aid interference.

Mrs. H.A. Spies with
her generous heart,
Takes great delight in
doing her part.

All I will say of my
sister Rose,

A neat little letter she
can compose.

A good old neighbor is
Nellie B.

She has proved it o'er
and o'er to me.

Our debts all paid, new
basement laid,

What would they do
without the Aid?

I would like to suggest
right at this time,
A response from our
Secretary all in rhyme,

Just these few words
and then I'm through,
Please find Mrs. Trice
a plenty to do.

Mrs. W.H. Collins,
Preston, Md.

Response from the Ladies' Aid by Mrs. E.B. Blades
And now that we know just how we all stand

we think that "Miss Lill" should have a glad hand
For after all we're not the
Bentztown Bard,

But here's to "Miss Lill" our Ladies' Aid poet,
She really can write and we all know it.

For many women, membership in the Ladies'
Aid spanned multiple generations of the same
family. Such was the case for (above top) Helen
McAllister and (bottom) her daughter-in-law,
Ethel (1901-1987), who both joined the Society
in October 1938. (Photos courtesy of Jean

Wright.)
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due to “certain local conditions our Church
is experiencing quite a little trouble in
getting a sufficient amount of money to
meet all of our obligations.”6 A collections
agency sent to secure payment concluded,
“Financial conditions here are very tight
and the bank closed at Preston, whichmade
mattersworse there. I think, however,when
conditions improve that I will be able to get
this.”7 Hewas not long waiting: in February
1932 the trustees turned to the women to
help cover costs. The next month, the Aid
concluded that “in view of the fact that we
could not use the money in the bank it was
decided to pay for tuning [the] organ.”
At the end of 1934, outgoing president

Mrs.T.L.Trice, Jr. andothermemberswere
directed to draft a summary of the Aid’s
activities in the previous four years.
Evidently, Trice’s four-year tenure was
considered a high point for the
organization, and the summary was
published in the Denton Journal and other
local newspapers (it is reprinted in the
“Flashback” article, on page 11). There was

also a growing sense of the group’s history:
Mrs. J.P.Harriswas, for instance, appointed
as custodian of the Aid’s record books.
Yet, after 1935, the tenor of the records

changes. The minutes themselves become
longer and more detailed – an indication of
the growing workload and success of the
group – but there is also a sense of over
extension or lack of focus. The Society
became increasingly intertwined with other
civic organizations, particularly the
Twentieth Century Club, a women’s
organization that was a forerunner to
Preston’s present Community Club.
Perhaps the Aid was a victim of its own
success: by mid-decade the ladies were
regularly helping to host dinners for other
organizations. In December 1937, for
instance, the Society helped the Preston
School PTA plan a Farm Bureau Supper.
The boundaries of each civic group seemed
less and less clear.
The issue came to a head in April 1938,

when the Society was asked to pay for trees
lining the “highway” – presumably Main
Street (it is not clear if the trees were
intended to be planted in front of the
church, ormore generally along the street in
town). The group declined to use its money
for the project, although it did invite
members tomake individual donations, but
the debate resulted in a decision “that to
avoid future conflict that we spend our
money solely for church and parsonage
benefit.” The exact nature of the “conflict”
was not recorded, but Treasurer Laura
Lednum abruptly resigned her office at the
same meeting (although she remained a
member of the group), and the group
accepted it unanimously – actions that
suggest the debate was fractious enough to
become at least a little personal. A month
later, the problem of civic engagement
returned in a different form, and was finally
put to bed. “The 20th century community
club asked the Aid to join them in buying a
lot and building a community building,” the
May 1938minutes relate. “We could not do
this as our money is solely for [the] purpose
of church and parsonage.”

Three Aid presidents (from top): Elma Todd
Brodes (1899-1986) [courtesy of Donna Lane],
Hattie M. LeCompte (1876-1963) [courtesy of

Jean Wright], and Edna H. Carmine
(1879-1975) [from the News & Farmer,

November 14, 1946.]

Ladies' Aid Presidents
1920-1940

1920: Mrs. Walter M. Wright
1921: Mrs. Bertie Kelley
1922: Mrs. Lillie Collins
1923: Mrs. W.H. Alderson
1924: Mrs. J.A. Cox

1925: Mrs. Laura Lednum
1926: Mrs. Lillie Collins
1927: Mrs. Fulton Noble
1928: Mrs. Clara Corkran

1929: Mrs. Hattie LeCompte
1930: Mrs. Laura Lednum
1931: Mrs. T.L. Trice, Jr.
1932: Mrs. T.L. Trice, Jr.
1933: Mrs. T.L. Trice, Jr.
1934: Mrs. T.L. Trice, Jr.
1935: Mrs. Lloyd Brodes
1936: Mrs. Lloyd Brodes
1937: Mrs. Lloyd Brodes
1938: Mrs. H.M. Harris
1939: Mrs. G.C. Carmine
1940: Mrs. G.C. Carmine
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After 1938, the Aid seems to have
focused more on developing its own
community rather than the town’s.
Priorities changed as new members
displaced members who passed away. The
Societydiscarded the last vestigesofupright
reserve and became increasingly conscious
of, and interested in celebrating, its
members’ womanhood. At the same
meeting in October 1939 when the group
threw their baby shower for Charlotte
Hallman, for instance, they also held a
twenty-ninthwedding anniversary party for
Mrs. T.L. Trice. A few months earlier, Mrs.
W.H. Collins wrote and presented a
humorous poem about the women of the
society (see insets on pages 7 and 8).
Humorous readings and musical
performances gradually replaced lectures.
The tone of meetings lightened, even if the

WOMEN OF BETHESDA: AN INTEREST IN THE UPLIFT OF COMMUNITY LIFE, 1930-1940
Sarah M. Varnes Fletcher (1851-1938)

Sally Fletcher, known as "Ma Fletcher" in the last decades of her life, was the second wife
of Jeremiah B. Fletcher (1837-1910). They were married about 1875, after the death of
Fletcher's first wife, Henrietta, and together had seven children. The Fletchers lived on the
east sideofMapleAvenue andhad a gardenon the lot adjoining their property,withwalkways
lined by boxwoods. The Modie Noble house was later built on this lot. According to Dora
Mitchell, "Dr. Downes, who 1ived across the street in the present Plummer house, sent his
son, Robert, to getwater from theFletchers' well everyday in the summer because he thought
that it had the best water in town" (Mitchell, PH: 159).
Sarah was almost certainly a founding member of the Ladies' Aid Society, and her death

in 1938 was an important moment for the organization. Like other deceased members, she
received a special resolution that was recorded in the minutes and published in the papers:
"WHEREAS, our all-wise

Heavenly Father called Mrs. Sara M.
V. Fletcher on February 17, 1938 to take her abode in the place which had been
“prepared for her,” ANDWHEREAS, Mrs. Fletcher had been a resident for sixty-
two years in our community and in that time had been active and interested in all
church activities; and, throughout the years, awise andvaluedmemberofourLadies’
Aid Society, AND WHEREAS, we remember her as one who has the rare gift of
becoming able to discharge creditably the manifold duties of her home and family,
and always had sufficient reserve to enter into the activities of the church, being
interested in the music, teaching Sunday School classes, and performing those
multiple duties of being a friend to all who needed her, AND WHEREAS, it is
further recorded that up to her last days, children loved her and loved to go to her
home and she displayed a kindly and benevolent interest toward them,
THEREFORE, Be it RESOLVED, that we hereby record our appreciation of her
life of goodly deeds and kindly thoughts, and especially her many labors of love in
our Society."

The Fletcher House on Maple Avenue. (Pictures courtesy
of Helen Fletcher.)

Betty and Peggy Covey pose for a picture with
their grandparents, Edward T. and Della Rigby
Moore (1881-1963). Photo courtesy of Ed

Moore.

work of the Society grew ever busier and
more complicated.
The shift away from the Victorian “lady”

to the modern “woman” was, of course,
happening all across America in the 1930s,
and it was reflected in momentous changes
within the Methodist Church. In 1939, the
Methodist Episcopal Church (of which
Bethesda was a part) merged with the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South and
with the Methodist Protestant Church. All
three variants possessed numerous
women’s organizations, all of which were
merged, as well, into the newly created
Woman’s Society of Christian Service. In
October 1940, Rev. Hallman delivered the
news to Bethesda’s Ladies’ Aid Society, and
thenewnamewas adopted immediately and
without fuss at the next meeting, on
November 6, 1940. It was the end of an era,

to be sure, but the Golden Age of women’s
work at Bethesda was about to begin.

ARTICLES
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Clip Form and Mail To:
Bethesda UMC

ATTN: Cat's Meow
PO Box 147, Preston, MD 21655

Name: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Shipping Address: ____________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Number of Models Desired: _________________

Total Amount for Cut Outs: _________________
(@ $13.00 each)

Shipping & Handling: _________________
In order to ensure they arrive safely, models will be

shipped in parcels of up to two items per parcel. Each
parcel will be sent via USPS flat-rate for $5.95.
In the event of a very large order, please email

bethesdanewsletter@verizon.net
to discuss alternate shipping arrangements.

Total Enclosed: _________________

Checks may be made out to: "Bethesda UMC,"
with "Cat's Meow" on the Memo Line. Please

do not send cash.

CAT'S MEOW ORDER FORM

NOTES
1. The renovation and furnace costs come
from the existing church histories.

2. The resolution was recorded in the
minutes of the Society’s July 1934
meeting. For more information on Rev.
Van Dyke, see the July 2014 issue of the
Bugle.

3. David M. Kennedy, Freedom from Fear
(New York: Oxford University Press,
2005), 77.

4. For a brief account of Provident’s failure
and resurrection, see Provident State Bank,
1904-2004 (Preston,MD:ProvidentState
Bank, 2004), 6.

5. On lack of funds, see Guy S. Boyer,
Internal Memo, Estey Organ Company,
March 21, 1922, in Ibid.

6. J.J. Garris to the Estey Organ Company,
October 29, 1931, in Ibid.

7. Hanflig-Rogers, Inc. to The Estey Organ
Company, Inc., January 16, 1932, in Ibid.
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Above: from the Denton Journal, April 13,
1935. At right: from the News & Farmer,

April 7, 1938.

FLASHBACK: REPRINTS FROM BETHESDA'S PAST
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